
Chapter 4: The Global Right



I/ Follow-up: “Neoliberals against Europe” (Slobodian & 
Plehwe)



Neoliberalism = an example of elite/intellectual

mobilization.

Mount Pèlerin Society (1947).

Association of scholars (economists, philosophers, 

historians), including Nobel Prizes:

Friedrich Hayek (1899-1992), chair of MPS (1947-1961)

Austrian school of economomics

Milton Friedman (1912-2006)

Chicago school of economomics



Slobodian & Plehwe: logical fallacy.
‘To say that the EU has been neoliberal in its outcome does not imply ipso facto that neoliberal actors were 
responsible for its genesis. Scholars have rightly emphasized the need to distinguish between the use of the 
category of neoliberalism as a description of a historical period or variety of capitalism, on the one hand, and an 
organized intellectual and political movement rooted in the Mont Pèlerin Society, on the other.’

German ordo-liberalism as an inspiration for EU integration (social market economy).

Walter Eucken (1891-1950).

Common point between ordo-liberalism and neoliberalism: emphasis on the role of the state (government) to 

ensure free market (but rejection of welfare state).

Guarantee:

- Free circulation of goods, capitals, labour, and services.

- Competition to attract investment and productive people.



Brexit referendum, 2016.

‘the intellectuals, think tankers and policy entrepreneurs organized in the actual existing neoliberal movement since 
the early 1990s have more often been the EU’s critics than its champions. While the Left has seen the EU as an 
austerity machine, the most engaged neoliberals have seen it as a framework for socialist expansion.’

Reactions against Jaques Delors’ Commission in the early 1990s (‘left-leaning federalism’).

Establishment of eurosceptic think tanks.
The Bruges Group (1989)
The European Constitutional Group (1992)
The Center for the New Europe (1993)
The European Science and Environment Forum (1994).

Thatcher, Europe as a ‘family of nations’.

Opposition to ‘social Europe’.

Alliances with Eastern European partners after 1989.

Model of Heritage Foundation and American Entreprise Institute: combine free markets with traditional morality.



‘A change emerged in the years after the Maastricht Treaty (1992) and the move to the introduction 
of the Euro in 1999. While some Eurosceptic neoliberals retained hope for a reformed union, others 
began forging alliances with cultural nationalist parties. In the process, their opposition to Europe 
became more absolute, culminating in calls like the Brexit campaign for secession from both the 
European Monetary Union and the EU itself.’

From the Bruges group’s YouTube channel:
‘Brexit and the National Interest’
‘How the Rise of the Administrative State is Undermining Democracy’
‘From Bruges to Brexit: The vision that best serves the British National Interest’
‘Is Immigration in the National Interest?’



‘A dividing line was created between those neoliberals who felt supranational governance was 
necessary to defend overall economic order and right-wing neoliberals who felt that such an 
order must be anchored more soundly in national states. Neither were opposed to an active role 
for the state per se. The disagreement was about whether a central European bank or national 
central banks were the most effective site for monetary management.’

Political alliances between neoliberals and radical right parties.

AfD, protest against Germany’s position in the eurozone crisis.

‘The closed-borders libertarianism of nationalist neoliberals like the AfD
is not a rejection of globalism but is a variety of it.’



European Alliance of Conservatives and Reformers 

(2009). 

European Conservatives and Reformists.

New Direction (think tank).

‘The decision of the British Conservative party along with the 
Czech ODS and the Polish PiS to end their traditional 
cooperation with the majority conservatives and social 
democrats in the European Parliament marked a break with 
the integration policy of the past. The new formation 
introduced a conservative perspective with no ties to the 
previous policy of integration.’



Transnational dimension: establishment of a new European right. Role of the EP in this respect 

(Datta, Delaine).

‘In a painful irony, the directly elected members of European parliament, originally intended to help bridge 
the so-called democratic deficit and legitimate Europe-wide governance, ended up offering a stage to 
those suspicious of the European project as such. Although there was already a robust transnational 
network of Eurosceptic right-wing parties by 1994, few scholars paid attention or took them seriously as 
part of the system of national and transnational European civil society. The fact that the hurdle for a seat in 
the European parliament is only 3% (as opposed to 5% in the German Bundestag) lowered the barriers to 
entry for protest parties.’

Neil Datta, ‘Tip of the Iceberg. Religous Extremist Funders against Human Rights 
For Sexuality and Reproductive Health in Europe (2009-2018)’,
European Parliamentary Forum for Sexual & Reproductive Rights:
https://www.epfweb.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Tip%20of%20the%20Iceberg%20June%202021%20Final.pdf

https://www.epfweb.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Tip%20of%20the%20Iceberg%20June%202021%20Final.pdf


Conclusion

The shift in neoliberal Eurosceptic organization from 1988 to the 2010s as a passage from 
reform to radicalism, from demands for conservative reconstruction to separatism and 
secession.



II/ Case-study: the conservative International



The Global 
(intellectual) Right



• Hypothesis : reconfiguration of the global right, along illiberal (anti-liberal?) 
lines:

-> Questioning of multiculturalism (immigration), LGBT rights, ‘gender 
ideology’, ‘wokeism’, etc.

èReferences to ‘natural order’ and ‘traditional values’; ethno-cultural 
definition of the political community.

èQuestioning of the separation of powers, Rule of Law, international 
organizations and courts.

è‘Progressivism’ as a new form of ‘Marxism’( transformations of Cold War 
anticommunism).

Research approach: decentred; conservative International reconstructed 
from Central Europe.
Ramona Coman, Valentin Behr & Jan Beyer ‘The shaping power of anti-liberal ideas’, European 
Politics and Society, (2023).



Central Europe as 
the new ‘hub’ of 
the Global Right?



1/ The legacy of the Cold War

• Anti-communist dissent and its conservative fraction.

• Polish Arka Review and its international advisory board: 
Leszek Kolakowski Alain Besançon, François Bondy (Preuves), 
Melvin Lasky (Encounter), Norman Podhoretz (Commentary)).

• Roger Scruton (Jan Hus Foundation, Jagiellonian Trust).
• Ryszard Legutko (philosopher & MEP): The Demon in 

Democracy (2016).



1/ The legacy of the 
Cold War
• ’Conservative civil society’ after 1989.

• Centre for Political Thought (OMP, Cracow, 
1992). Michael Novak (American Enterprise 
Institute) ; George Weigel (Ethics and Public 
Policy Center).

• Public intellectuals close to the PiS party: 
Zdzislaw Krasnodebski, sociologist, MEP; 
Ryszard Terlecki, historian, MP; Krzysztof 
Szczerski, political scientist, head of cabinet 
of the Polish President, Poland’s 
ambassador to the UN.



2/ The EU as a space of 
transna2onal mobiliza2ons

• EU enlargement to the East (2004) and the consolidation of the 
eurosceptic right.

• Key role of the British Tories.

• Alliance of European Conservatives and Reformists (AECR), 
2009.

• European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR): PiS, ODS, Fratelli 
d’Italia, Vox, Swedish Democrats, …

• New Direction (think tank).



3/ Transnational 
mobilizations of 
intellectuals
• Vanenburg conferences.

• Centre for European Renewal (CER).

• The European Conservative.
• Legutko, Scruton, Chantal Delsol, David 

Engels, Douglas Murray, Andras Lanczi, 
Roman Joch, …



4/ The role of illiberal 
democracies: state-
sponsored intellectual 
networking

• Danube Institute (Budapest, 2013).

• John O’Sullivan (former ghost-writer 
to Margaret Thatcher).

• Budapest Demographic Summit 
(since 2015).

• Mathias Corvinus Colegium (MCC).

• Polska Wielki Projekt (since 2011).

• Ordo Iuris.

• Collegium Intermarium.



“Visidng fellows” of Mathias Corvinus Collegium (Budapest)



4/ … and the role of 
the US
• Reconfiguradon of the US right (Tea Party, 

Trump, …).

• NatCon conferences.
• Yoram Hazony (Herzl Insdtute & Edmund 

Burke Foundadon).



The anti-communist matrix: the specter of cultural Marxism
Legutko, The Demon in Democracy:

“Ryszard Legutko lived and suffered under communism for decades—and he fought with the Polish anti-communist 
movement to abolish it. Having lived for two decades under a liberal democracy, however, he has discovered that 
these two political systems have a lot more in common than one might think. They both stem from the same 
historical roots in early modernity, and accept similar presuppositions about history, society, religion, politics, 
culture, and human nature.”

Hazony, “The Challenge of Marxism”:
“For a generation after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, most Americans and Europeans regarded Marxism as an enemy that had 
been defeated once and for all. But they were wrong. A mere 30 years later, Marxism is back, and making an astonishingly 
successful bid to seize control of the most important American media companies, universities and schools, major corporations and
philanthropic organizations, and even the courts, the government bureaucracy, and some churches.”

Behr, Valentin, et al. « An anti-communist Consensus: The Black Book of communism in Pan-European Perspective », Revue 
d’études comparatives Est-Ouest, vol. 2-3, no. 2-3, 2020, pp. 55-88.

Anne Appelbaum, Twilight of Democracy: The Seductive Lure of Authoritarianism (2020).

-> Invites to consider “really existing liberalism”, the role of anti-communism in the reinvention of the far-right after WWII, 
the legacy of older ideological traditions (“anti-Enlightenment”, historical fascism).



Concluding remarks

• ‘right-wing Gramscianism’ (metapolitics).
• Role of civil society (intellectuals, scholars, 

NGOs, media) in the production and 
diffusion of conservative ideas.

• Modes of intellectual engagement (‘fast 
thinkers’).



III/ Transnational culture wars



Culture Wars 

See Culture Wars in Europe, Edited by Eszter Kováts, Illiberal Studies Program (2023).

Political polarization along cultural-values lines.

Political uses of morality and causes that are often labelled cultural or relating to recognition.
Most of the time by far right, populist, radical right or illiberal actors.

As with other loaded concepts (populism, illiberalism, backlash) the notion of culture wars is often used 
not only in analytical terms but also in political debates to delegitimize the opponent.

Analytical advantage of the concept of ‘culture wars’: taking into consideration both sides of the cultural 
divide.



Clifford Bob, The Global Right Wing and the Clash of World Poli6cs (2012).

4 main arguments:
- Transnadonal polidcs is ideologically diverse and conflicdve.
- The bakles cut across insdtudons and borders.
- This globalized combat influences outcomes (policy or nonpolicy).
- Global civil society is not a harmonious field of like-minded NGOs. It is a contendous arena riven by 

fundamental differences criss-crossing nadonal and internadonal borders.



Illustration with anti-gender campaigns.

David Paternotte & Roman Kuhar, ‘Disentangling and Locating the “Global Right”: Anti-Gender 
Campaigns in Europe’, Politics and Governance (2018).
In a nutshell: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftBhcHFoUvw

Sara Garbagnoli, ‘Against the Heresy of Immanence: Vatican’s ‘Gender’ as a New Rhetorical Device 
Against the Denaturalization of the Sexual Order’, Religion&Gender (2016).

‘Gender ideology’ as new rhetorical device created by the Vatican to contest the denaturalization of the 
sexual order that ensued from the claim of sexual minorities’ movements.

This argumentative construction travelled from the Vatican’s texts to the anti-gender demonstrations in 
France and Italy.

Ex.: French ‘Manif pour Tous’ and the likes:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lo8W-YWeA6s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftBhcHFoUvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lo8W-YWeA6s


Backlash

Special issue on ‘backlash polidcs’, The BriBsh Journal of PoliBcs and InternaBonal RelaBons (2020).

Eds.: Karen J. Alter and Michael Zürn.

The term backlash has been invoked in very different contexts: in discussions of reacdonary movements, 
and-feminism, the pushback against LBGT rights, movements for local autonomy, radical right-wing 
populism, when discussing policy reversals, rejecdons of European and internadonal insdtudons, and 
more.

Transnational dimension: Local antifeminist politics have 
migrated to the United Nations (UN); anti-gay backlashes arise 
in places where there are no gay-rights victories to reverse.



Donatella della Porta, ‘Conceptualising backlash movements: A (patch-worked) perspective from social
movement studies’, The British Journal of Politics and International Relations (2020).

Backlash politics as characterised by the convergence of an intensified organisational networking, 
increased capacity for collective actions and aggressive framing by retrograde actors (including 
movements).

Retrograde objectives -> backward-looking move.
Cf. radical right-wing and far right movements.
These movements are collective actors that aim at the reversal of some rights, doing so in the name of 
restoring old privileges.

‘a main challenge to address is then how to assess if and how much a movement (or political actor more 
in general) is retrograde – that is, backward looking. As other contributions to this special issue also 
observe, discourses by actors considered as illustrative of backlash are never purely backward looking, 
but rather connect the past to some vision of the future.’



‘Similar to other types of social movements, right-wing social movements (and backlash movements in 
general) are not just groups, but rather networks of more or less formal groups and individuals; the 
extent and structure of these networks defines their mobilising capacity. In particular, the radical right is 
at times able to rely upon powerful actors for material and symbolic actors.’

‘Research on backlash politics should therefore look at the organisational networks of collective actors 
that are spreading retrograde frames, considering the complex interaction of hierarchical organisations, 
but also grassroots ones.’

https://nationalconservatism.org/natcon-brussels-2/about/

From NatCon London 2023:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlMkqUyrSl0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVr4Ws6ImkI

https://nationalconservatism.org/natcon-brussels-2/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlMkqUyrSl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVr4Ws6ImkI


Theda Skocpol and Alexander Hertel-Fernandez, ‘The Koch Network and Republican Party Extremism’, 
Perspectives on Politics (2016).

https://checksandbalancesproject.org/koch-strength-increases/

https://checksandbalancesproject.org/koch-strength-increases/


The evolution of Koch core political organisations:

Notes: Blue bars indicate idea 
organiza4ons and think tanks; yellow 
bars indicate coordina4on 
organiza4ons; red bars indicate 
cons4tuency mobiliza4on; and 
purple bars indicate poli4cal u4li4es.



Neill Datta, ‘Tip of the Iceberg. Religious Extremist Funders against Human Rights for Sexuality and 
Reproductive Health in Europe 2009-2018’, European Parliamentary Forum for Sexual & Reproductive 
Rights (2021).

Tip of the Iceberg is the first attempt understand the anti-gender mobilisation in Europe through the 
perspective of their funding base. This report assembles financial data covering a ten year period of over 
50 anti-gender actors operating in Europe. It then takes a deeper look at how religious extremists 
generate this funding to roll back human rights in sexuality and reproduction.



FROM THE US CHRISTIAN RIGHT



FROM THE US CHRISTIAN RIGHT



FROM THE US CHRISTIAN RIGHT



FROM THE EAST



FROM THE EAST



RELIGIOUS EXTREMIST FUNDERS



EUROPEAN PUBLIC FINANCIAL SUPPORT



EUROPEAN PUBLIC FINANCIAL SUPPORT



David Paterno2e, ‘Backlash: une mise en récit fallacieuse’, La Revue Nouvelle (2021).
Conceptually erroneous:
- teleological approach to history, where certain moves generate a riposte (+ linear understanding of history 

as progress);
- simplisMc approach to feminist and LGBTIQ movements, perceived as homogeneous and by definiMon 

threatening ‘privileges’ of dominant groups.
- same goes for the understanding of backlashing actor: the Right is a complex constellaMon of actors (see 

PaternoUe & Kuhar). 
Empirically weak:
- AnM-gender mobilisaMons share claims, arguments, repertoires and strategies, but: they are triggered by 

different issues: sexual and reproducMve rights; LGBTIQ rights; children’s rights; gender (Istanbul 
ConvenMon); legislaMons against discriminaMons and hate speech.

- In some countries (Bulgaria and Romania), reacMon (backlash) occurred before acMon (role of local factors 
and internaMonal diffusion). AnM-gender campaigns of a prevenMve nature.

Poli=cally problema=c: 
- Risk of isolaMng gender and sexuality issues form the rest of society, while anM-gender campaigns are part 

of a broader agenda seeking to establish a new poliMcal order, less liberal and less democraMc. 
- PrevenMng the establishment of cross-sectoral alliances.
- Self-censorship.



GENERAL CONCLUSION 

Della Porta:

‘The radical right is made of different types of groups, in alliance but also in competition with each other, with 
fragmentation fuelled by ideological as well as personalistic divisions, strong tensions between political and 
countercultural areas, strategical dilemmas between radicalisation and moderation of action and rhetoric.’

Electoral campaigns of the Tea Party, Donald Trump, radical Right parties in Europe have been generously financed 
by groups within the upper classes that have also been pivotal in the construction of a global radical right (Bob, 
2012).

The ultra-conservative positions of the Western so-called ‘anti-gender movements’ have been sponsored by 
religious leaders – including in the Vatican (Kuhar and Paternotte, 2017). This cast some doubts on the
consideration of the backlash as presenting a rupture with dominant discourses.


