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Does the defeat of Donald Trump mean the end of the tidal wave (raz-de-marée) of populist 

authoritarianism across the world? And the answer is, it's a relief - there's no doubt about that. 

But it's very unlikely to be the end of it all. It's a relief for the obvious reason. It means that 

Donald Trump's particular style of politics, his hostility to his opponents, the lies, the endless 

lies, the stirring up (agitation) of hatred in the public, that will temporarily not be in the White 

House. May only be temporary, because he might come back, of course. Though he will not 

be in the White House, it's clear that he actually continues to control the base of the 

Republican Party.  

It's quite clear from the behaviour of the Republican Party since the election that many feel 

beholden (redevables) to him and completely unable to answer him. So we must assume that 

he will continue to be a dominant figure in the party, and the party will continue to embody 

(incarner) many of his ideas and attitudes. And more important than that, the conditions that 

created him, the cultural wars, the decline of the white working class, the resentment of so 

many of his supporters over the changes, economic and political, to which they have been 

subjected over the last generation - all this remains. It all remains, indeed, to be awoken (pour 

être réveillé). It is very unlikely that Mr Biden will be able to eliminate this, and it is very 

plausible that the Republican Party in Congress will oppose his efforts to do so.  

Meanwhile, what does it mean for the world outside? Of course, Mr Trump was a supporter 

and a model for similar politicians around the world - people like Bolsonaro in Brazil, or 

Orban in Hungary, or Kaczynski in Poland. And they will feel a bit chastened (châtiés). They 

won't feel there's a model that they want to follow. Nonetheless, he will remain in active 

politics. That's quite clear. And their strength in their countries will remain, because again, the 

conditions for them survive, continue to be alive and significant.  

So for these reasons, domestically and internationally, Trump may temporarily be gone. But 

Trumpism is not.  
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