
Some Key Facts about the Human Geography and Economy of the European Union 

According to Wikipedia, the EU has a total surface area of 4.23 million km2, and a population of about 447 million. 
The latest Eurostat figures indicated that EU GDP in 2021 was €14.5 trillion, while the average GDP per capita was 
€32,490, with a maximum of €113,899 in Luxembourg, and a minimum of €10,276 in Bulgaria (figures in current 
prices (i.e. not in purchasing power parities). Germany is the EU’s largest economy, then France. 

  

Sources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union and Eurostat for GDP. 

Country sizes and populations vary greatly too, as the EU includes some micro-states like Luxembourg and Malta, but 
also fairly large, mediums sized nations like Spain, Sweden, Germany and Italy. France is the Union’s largest country, 
by some margin. Representation in the European Parliament broadly mirrors these differences. Population density 
also varies substantially. Aside the extraordinary density of Malta, the Netherlands and Belgium are very populated 
for their size. By contrast, the EU’s Scandinavia countries are lightly populated, as are the Baltic states.  

In terms of economic structure, the primary sector (agriculture, fishing & forestry) has accounted for a fairly steady 
1.6 to 1.7% of EU GDP since 2010. Countries with the largest primary sector include: Romania (4.3) Latvia (4.0), 
Greece (3.9) and Bulgaria (3.7). For France the level in 2021 was 1.6%. In the same year, manufacturing represented 
15% of the Union’s GDP. Although Germany has the largest sector in absolute terms, manufacturing was only 18% of 
GDP in 2021, while Ireland has the largest manufacturing in proportional terms (37%) (World Bank Data).  

The EU has 24 official languages: Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, Estonian, Finnish, French, 
German, Greek, Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Maltese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Slovak, 
Slovenian, Spanish and Swedish. The EU’s three working languages are French, English and German. Since the UK left 
the EU, English is now the first language (L1) of only 1% of the EU population, although another 43% use it as a 
second language (L2). German is the L1 of 20% of the EU citizens, and the L2 of 16%. The figures for Frenc are 14% 
(L1) and 16% (L2). French is also spoken in Brussels, Luxembourg and Strasbourg.  

France is the most irreligious country of the EU, as according to Eurobarometer figures for 2010, 40% of persons 
asked said “I do not believe there is any sort of spirit, God or life force”. It was followed by the Czech Republic (37%), 
Sweden (34%) and the Netherlands (30%). The most believing countries tend to be more southern, with 94% of 
persons surveyed in Malta saying “I believe there is a God”, followed by Romania (92%), Cyprus (88%), Poland and 
Greece (79%) and Italy (74%) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_the_European_Union). 
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