My name is Nicholas Sowels. I am very old: 63 years old. I am a lecturer in English for economics here at Paris 1. I did my Bachelor’s degree in economics and politics at Bristol University, my Ms at Paris 1, and then my PhD in British studies at Paris 4. And I got tenure in 2003 here… and I’m not moving 

Do you have your apprenticeship?
We are following the financing of planes

I did my Bachelor’s degree at Nanterre.
“To do” is used more for activities.
“to make” suggests more fabricating some “Made in France” 

Does anyone have a particularly exotic interest or hobby?
Martians and Earthlings
Jouer pour l’argent = to gambler

This summer for some research I was doing with colleagues, I read Nancy Davis, Cannibal Capitalism, 2022. The most important idea is that capitalism involves not just exploitation in the Marxist sense (i.e. capitalists only pay workers what they need to survive, and extract the surplus value created by workers).
Davis says that capitalism is also fundamentally based on expropriation: capitalism just taking things of value: this could be slave labour (for Marx primitive exploitation), but it also involves significantly expropriation of the "periphery” (les pays pauvres) by the “core” (the rich countries), and unpaid labour by women (including the “labour” of child-birth), and also especially the expropriation of nature). Such expropriation is in many ways just theft.

Harari: in the Middle Ages, people didn’t know what would happen. The Vikings could invade.
But the basic structures of life would not change. Most people were peasants (serfs, travailleurs agricoles qui ne possèdent pas de terre), armies would fight on horseback and with bows and arrows.
You could learn a lot from your elders. The basic skills in life did not change.

The most important skill is to keep learning.
You need a flexible mind, and instead of building a house, you have to be able to move your tent.


For next week, prepare a “personal statement”, which really explains your motivations in life, what you are interested in doing, why you are studying what you are studying, and how this fits into your plans for the future.

Please do this by writing about 400 to 500 words by hand 

Buy a notebook: 17 x 22 cm
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