
Prompt: What were Rostow's stages of growth? 

Walt Whitman Rostow was an American economist and political theorist who proposed a 
model outlining five basic stages of economic growth in his book "The Stages of Economic 
Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto," published in 1960. Rostow's model was designed to 
describe the economic development process of countries from traditional societies to 
modern economic powers. The five stages of growth according to Rostow are: 

1. The Traditional Society: Characterized by subsistence agriculture or hunting and 
gathering; limited technology; and a static or very slowly changing social structure. 

2. The Preconditions for Take-off: The beginning of a process of change where the 
society starts to develop manufacturing, and there is an increase in investments in 
infrastructure (transportation, communication, etc.), which is crucial for further 
development. This stage also sees the emergence of a more dynamic economy but 
still primarily agricultural. 

3. The Take-off: Rapid growth is generated in a limited number of economic activities 
(such as textiles or food production), which leads to significant technological 
advancements and a shift from traditional agriculture to more industrial endeavors. 
During this stage, the rate of investment and the development of a political, social, 
and institutional framework that allows the economy to expand rapidly also increase. 

4. The Drive to Maturity: The economy diversifies from the sectors that originally drove 
its take-off. The scale of investment reaches a point where it covers not only 
replacement and repairs but also significant expansion of the economic 
infrastructure. The industries that took off are now able to innovate and expand, 
contributing to a growth in national income that is broadly based across multiple 
sectors. 

5. The Age of High Mass Consumption: This final stage is marked by a shift from 
production of basic goods to the production of services and consumer goods. Living 
standards rise, leading to a demand for more goods and services, including leisure-
related activities. The economy benefits from a workforce that is more skilled and 
educated, supporting a diversified and sophisticated industrial base. 

Rostow's model has been influential in the field of development economics, offering a linear 
perspective of economic development. However, it has also faced criticism for its one-size-
fits-all approach and its assumption that all countries would follow a similar path to 
economic development. Critics argue that it does not adequately account for the unique 
political, social, and historical conditions of each country. 

 


