COMMON LAW - 08 OCTOBER

A) Spot the mistakes!									
· I am really interested by business law - do you not? 

· We would need these informations on retained EU law aspa - can you help us?   								
· We’ll take our new partner for a drink at the Covent Garden bar rooftop at June. 

Vocabulary 2-A (p. 170)																					      
B) Oral presentations
C) Common law or civil law?

	a- influenced by Roman law

	b- main source is judicial precedents and case law

	c- judges make rulings and set precedents

	d- judges establish facts and apply the provisions of the applicable code

	f- not codified

	e- judicial precedents are legally binding

	f- statutes are only the addenda and errata



D) What is the difference between common and civil law?, The Economist, July 2013
consistency - peculiarly - ahead - drawing on - loose - written down - royalists - extensive - enacted - widespread - tradition - organically 

In the summer of 2013 British (1)		 were eagerly awaiting the birth of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge’s first child. If the couple had had a girl instead of Prince George, she would have been the first daughter to be able to accede to the throne (2)		           of any younger brothers. That is thanks to a law (3) 		 in 2011 that changed the rules of royal succession. The previous law that sons took precedence over older sisters was never  (4)		, but was instead part of English common law, the basis of the country’s legal system. Common law is a (5)		 English development. Before the Norman conquest, different rules and customs applied in different regions of the country. But after 1066 monarchs began to unite both the country and its laws using the king’s court. Justices created a common law by (6)		 customs across the country and rulings by monarchs. These rules developed (7)		 and were rarely written down. Today the difference between common and civil legal traditions lies in the main source of law. Although common-law systems make (8) 	     use of statutes, judicial cases are regarded as the most important source of law, which gives judges an active role in developing rules. For example, the elements needed to prove the crime of murder are contained in case law rather than defined by statute. To ensure (9)		        , courts abide by precedents set by higher courts examining the same issue. In civil-law systems, by contrast, past judgments are no more than                           (10)	guides. Civil-law systems are more (11)		 than common-law systems: the CIA World Factbook puts the numbers at 150 and 80 countries respectively. Common-law systems are found only in countries that are former English colonies or have been influenced by the Anglo-Saxon (12)		        .
 What are the pros and cons of the common law and civil law systems? Split the group into two groups and discuss.

E) Common law in the UK and the US
It’s the Law, BBC podcast (from 22:00 to 25:57)
1) “Up to now, nearly all we have heard about is the common law in England. But England …………………………………………………………………………………………………………...”

2) What is the first point made by Prof. Rusty Park about the US federal system? 

3) What about the US Constitution? 

4) What about juries in the US? What is the Colorado example mentioned? 

5) Are there some similarities left? (two reasons)





F) Passive voice (revisions)


1) The journalists asked many questions to the judge.  Many questions …

2) This law firm has just opened a new location in central Paris.  A new location …

3) Come on, the team won’t let you down!  Come on, you …

4) Our partners are persons I can rely on.  Our partners are persons who …

5) It’s a landmark piece of legislation we need to refer to.  It is a landmark piece of legislation that …

6) Our team will take care of this high-profile case.  This high-profile case …

7) We should insist on the fairness of this principle.  The fairness of this principle …

8) When we called, the doctors were looking after the Lord Chancellor.  When we called, the Lord Chancellor …

9) The members of the jury did not find the defendant guilty.  The defendant …

10) Some people now regard common law principles as outdated.  Common law principles …


G) Common law Kahoot




