 

 
N4 – G2 / WEDNESDAY 14.-15.30pm 
TD 54

Teacher : Arnaud Roy 
Email : arnaud.roy@univ-paris1.fr 

EPI > ANGLAIS N4 A ROY / ANG N4 ROY

INTRODUCING THE CLASS

English lessons designed for students attending courses in humanities and arts / social and economic sciences at Paris 1 University at intermediate / upper-intermediate level (B2)

FRESHERS > 5 
SOPHOMORE > 13
JUNIOR > 4
SENIOR / MA >  2

What's your major ? 
DUAL COURSE >  6
law  > 2
history > 5
geography > 2
economics / finance /  > 5
philosophy  > 1
history of arts > 3
plastic arts > 2
Design > 0
Cinema > 0
history of cinema > 1
Social & Economic Sciences + Administration (AES) > 5
archeology > 1
patrimony > 1
political sciences > 1
Maths applied to social sciences  > 1
…

MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
witch-hunting > the Lavender Scare 
the Red Scare 
North American economies 
social movements > climate / BLM / 

Screen Tourism 
to be sitting on a fence 

TOPICS & THEMES STUDIED ON TERM 1

1h25 min tutorials designed to improve students’ overall proficiency & skills in English, as well as brush up specific grammar points using text, audiovisual and online documents 

Reading comprehension activities involving newspaper, journal and magazine material. Each text will include comprehension, vocabulary and expression exercises.
 
Sources will include: 
· British, American, Canadian, Irish, Indian… newspapers 
· Magazines
· Online publications… 
· Letters, authentic documents… 

Listening comprehension activities including short news report, interviews, documentaries, short film and TV extracts, advertisements etc. Each audiovisual document will be used as a medium for vocab work & comprehension exercises. 

Sources will include: 
· British, American, Canadian, Irish, Indian… TV programmes (news, documentaries, TV series…)
· Online audiovisual material
· Film excerpts
 

Task-based class activities involving group and pair discussions on the topics dealt with in the written and audiovisual studied in class. Written and oral expression will be frequently required.  A debate or a roleplay based on the topic we study. 

Optional class participation 
class participation is rewarded 
0,1 pts for each class participation 

LINGUA FRANCA 
Spanish 
the Spaniards = Spanish people 
as a volunteer ? 
Agency 

 

CALENDAR 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025 – TERM 1 

WEEK 1 – Wed 18th SEPT 
WEEK 2  - Wed  25th SEPT
WEEK 3 – Wed  2nd OCT
WEEK 4- Wed  9th OCT  midterm exams ??
WEEK 5- Wed 16th OCT midterm exams ??
WEEK 6- Wed 23rd OCT 

WEEK  30th OCT –  HOLIDAY BREAK 

WEEK 7 – Wed  6th NOV
WEEK 8 – Wed 13th NOV
WEEK 9 – Wed 20th NOV midterm exams ??
WEEK 10 – Wed 27th NOV midterm exams ??
WEEK 11 – Wed 4th DEC 
WEEK 12 – Wed 11th DEC 

WEEK 13 – WED  18th DEC > PARTIEL DAY 

COURSE NOTES

WEEK 1 – Wed 18th SEPT 

Shakespeare & Co  6th arrt 

DEFINITIONS OF CENSORSHIP 
censorship > a person or a government in a prominent position 
preventing free speech 
political manoeuvre that aims to modify or delete information 
an institution / social media / organisation / any types of authorities 
the powers-that-be = authorities 
cancel or hide 
problematic content 
written, audiovisual, artistic material 
Nazi period 
ban on free speech 

revendication > CLAIM (to claim / a claim) 
will = volonté 

BAN = PROHIBIT 
HIDE 
a ban = une interdiction 
DENY  

UNCOUNTABLE WORD 
furniture 

Nous avons consacré la première séance à une première prise de contact, à une brève présentation du cours et des contenus qui seront abordés tout au long du trimestre, ainsi qu’aux premières diapos de l’exercice « LEAD IN » du document visionné en classe. Le PDF/POWERPOINT visionné est accessible sur l’EPI et le texte à lire pour la semaine prochaine qui vous a été remis en version papier se trouve lui aussi disponible en version électronique au cas où vous n’auriez pu assister au TD. Il s’intitule "As Classic Novels Get Revised for Today’s Readers, a Debate About Where to Draw the Line".

 Le contenu et les documents pédagogiques de ce TD de niveau 4 se trouvent sur l’EPI suivant: « ANGN4ROY ». Votre TD est normalement rattaché à cet espace pédagogique en ligne. Vous pouvez sinon aisément le trouver en chercher par mon nom et par niveau. 
 
Nous avons évoqué lors du premier TD le thème de la censure. La première thèmatique abordée traite de cette question. Nous aborderons dans un premier la notion de "sensitivity reading", dont l'article remis en classe traite. Merci de faire les exercices suivants sur les documents « LEAD IN » (PDF ou Powerpoint) et  sur le feuillet pédagogique : "01 N4 WORKSHEET rwrtg clsscs"
 
> Visionner les diapos de LEAD-IN
> Réfléchir aux questions « LEAD IN discussion » sur le document : 01 N4 WORKSHEET rwrtg clsscs
> faire les exercices Pre-reading vocabulary exercises 1 & 2 (sur le même doc)
> Lire l’article « 01 N4 ARTICLE RWRT CLSSCS » 
> traiter les overall comprehension questions (sur le fascicule) 


WEEK 2  - Wed  25th SEPT

josef Goebbels 
head of propaganda 
book burning sessions 
Margaret Atwood’s Handmaid’s Tale La Servante Ecarlate 
book, film and TV series 
fewer and fewer women 
Handmaids get pregrant for others 
fertile women 
baby-making machines 
Gilead = the Superpower 
premonition of a future society 
Alevels syllabus = programme du bac 
Canadian author 
fire-thrower 

headscarf = le voile (also veil)

GROUP DISCUSSION on censorship 

eurydice & elisa 
Q2) protecting or hindering (preventing) ? Laws and regulations / safeguards (garde-fous) /  to decide on what you can say or not 
Lolita>  deals with paedophilia / denounces pedophilia / 
Ilias & Lea & Gabriel 
Q6) old book ? Old fairytales > Cinderella  / Little Red Riding Hood / Snow-white / rewritten and modified / new version 
Brüder Grimm & Charles Perrault …. 
DEPENDS MINDSET OF SOCIETY  
movie adaptation > putting a message at the beginning > TRIGGER-WARNING 
the Prince Of Egypt 
Gone with the Wind = Autant en Emporte le Vent 

Miona & Joris 
anonymity > liberty of saying what they COULD NOT SAY / WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO SAY If they were using their public names
a pen-name = nom de plume 
George Sand wrote under a male name 
Colette 
Voltaire / Molière 
avoiding censorship 
Greece > Mount Athos 
new tech > THE internet / censorship is not that strong > authentic version / hard for authorities to censor anything 
AI > in a Japanese book contest a female novelist 
on THE internet 
Cancel culture 
cartoons / a cartoonist (dessinateur humouristique) 
nodding 
Charlie Hebdo 
religious groups 
terrorist groups 
ironic/al 
granny grandmother 
mother MUMS FOR LIBERTY 
overprotecting 
protecting our kids from offensive books > “blasphemous”, LGBTQAI+ books, about racial issues… 

WEEK 3 – Wed  2nd OCT

VOCAB PADS = carnet de vocab ? 
VOCAB APPS on your smartphone ? 
Dates and facts to memorize


 
SENSITIVITY “READING” > rewriting texts by removing sensitive points from books >
SENSITIVITY READER > NEW JOBS 

removing sensitive points from books > sexist remarks, racial slurs, discriminatory comments … 
more inclusive 

Bowdlerising > rewriting and expurgating  texts 
a scholar = erudite, an educated person 
to deem = to consider 
heretical  (adj) > herétique 
noun > a HERETIC
action > HERESY 
widespread  = very extensive, large (répandu, étendu) 
to erase = to delete, cancel 
potent = powerful  (latin root “potere”) 
THE Enlightenment = Les Lumières / Die Aufklärung 

Totalitarian = dictatorial 
authoritarian 
consent DIFF dissent 
dissenting = opposing, diverging 
obscenity / obscene (adj)
prevail = be prominent, persist /  prévaloir 
stripped the paper 
grappling with 
conjured = evoked 

RECAP THE CENTRAL DEBATE IN THE ARTICLE 
the gist of …. = the main topic ?

About altering original works to adapt them to today’s sensitivity
and the article deals with the PROS AND CONS / ADVANTAGES AND DISADV… of rewriting novels and texts 
in a lot of cases it was post MORTEM changes and alterations 

giving an idea of the context 
good to remove these words its important who the writer was and if he or she had a good mentality 

postpartum = after birth 
post-mortem = after death slip of the tongue = lapsus 


it is controversial 
some disagree with this practise 
some agree 

the topic at stake = EN JEUX

they do it to appeal TO a larger audience / to make money 
some books are old and hard to understand 
“vulgarisation” 
to make it more “fresh” / modern
to make the books less offensive : racial terms or SLURS 

A SLUR = an insult 
ethnic slur > A DEROGATORY (pejorative) TERM FOR AN ETHNIC GROUP OR A NATIONALITY>   native oriental gypsy
a colonial ring to them 
fat / ugly 
fatphobia 
SLANG TERM = terme d’argot 
WRITE > PAST : WROTE  / PP : (HAVE / BE WRITTEN) 
some people cherish the original work 
they consider you lose the ‘soul’ of the text 

we can lose part of the readers who are against changing literary texts 
mess up with history > changes the historical context 
scrutiny = examination 
under scrutiny = examiné 
from the French “scruter”

the MeToo movement 
social media 
people want to give their opinion 
debate is controversial 

TITLES 
mummy = momie 
EGYPT > Death on the Nile 
Hercule Poirot 
Peter Ustinov in the role of the famous Belgian detective 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
offensive or problematic ? 
With hindsight 

James Pritchard 
changes help the books remain ENJOYABLE and ACCESSIBLE 

“And then there none” 
nursery rhyme = contine 
financial interest AS WELL 
legally he is in charge of the literary estate of AC 
the executor of her will 

financial stakes = enjeux financiers 
to backtrack = faire marche arrière 
backlash = sudden opposition to sthg 

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE ON THIS ? 
Under certain circumstances we can rewrite some books 
keep the spirit of the author 
if offensive language is useful to understand the work we should not remove it 
write a text at the beg of the book to explain the context > TRIGGER WARNING
modifying a text itself is not good 
someone with a different opinion who wrote a book 
don’t read what you don’t to like 
for sthg homophobic or racist 
a footnote = une note de bas de page 
important to keep the original version even if we should allow rewriting 
not because we AGREE with it 

 



WEEK 4- Wed  9th OCT

CORRECTION THE EX 

literary estates 
backlash 
to weed out = to take off unwanted plants  > ELIMINATE / GET RID OF STHG UNDESIRABLE 
weed = les mauvaises herbes / bad grass 

editing= relecture d’un texte 
scrubbed TO SCRUB  = clean with a brush / TO CLEAN 
to give sthg a good scrub 
blatantly = obviously 
that’s blatant discrimination !
affront 
bigotry = intolerance, narrow-mindedness 
a bigot = (transparent word) un bigot > an intolerant person 
slang term in French for phone 
irreverence 
omnipresent  > pervasive   /  widely available  
to keep mum = to remain silent 
“mum is the word” = do not speak !
To toe the line = to conform (to the rules) 
to pull punches = to back down 
to put a lid on it = to keep sthg under control / to keep sthg bottled up / secret = ‘mettre un couvercle” 
to sweep under the rug= mettre sous le tapis 
a Turkish / Persian rug = a carpet 
tapis volant = flying carpet 
to water down = to make sthg easier to understand, to dilute 
to sugarcoat = lisser / adoucir / EDULCORER (la réalité) 
euphemism 
to cut to the bone = trancher jusqu’à l’os /  to keep the essential part and remove all the rest > tailler dans le vif / faire des coupes sombres 

to play devil’s advocate 
to put yourself in sbdy else’s shoes 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE ROLES 

a library = une bibliothèque  (deceptive cognate or false friend) 
a bookstore (US) = a bookshop 
shop < échoppe 
Cashier to scientist 
a cashier = un caissier / une caissière 

Rudyard Kipling  > children’s book writer >  The Jungle Book 
John Steinbeck Of Mice and Men / The Grapes of Wrath 
problematic 
made antisemitic comments / racist / colonialist 
during the “golden age” of the British Empire 
25 percent of the world was under British domination 
Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

to remove offensive language 
children’s literature 

sensitivity reading / rewriting books is POLITICAL CORRECTNESS and absurd censorship 

POLITICAL CORRECTNESS > using words that are considered as acceptable by today’s standards

EUPHEMISM 
 
person of colour 
fairytales = contes 
Snowwhite and the 7 dwarves (dwarf) > short person 
vertically-challenged = exaggerated PC language 
to be politically correct 
to be politically INCORRECT / 

gros / fat > overweight / 
fat > enormous 

award-winning author 

CARTOON 
woke ideas or concepts 
non white person 
non binary people 
a sweatshop = a factory where children are exploited 


KEY ROLES

MODERATOR   > EURYDICE  (backup JULES) 
He/she is in charge of announcing the debate, presenting the issues at stake and allowing everybody to get their say.  During the debate, he/she will be moderating the panel, making sure everybody can express their opinion and get right of reply. After asking everybody to briefly introduce themselves, you’ll have to organise the discussion and ask everyone to present their views in short speech (of about two minutes). Think of follow-up questions and of ways to get everyone to interact. You can choose to provoke, crack jokes, express your personal opinion etc. 

GUEST N°1.	Victor/ia Harper - Publisher (Freedom of Speech Advocate)  > UMI 
•	Profile: a bold and outspoken publisher who believes that complete freedom of speech should be ensured.
•	Position and arguments : advocates against censorship, arguing that literature should be a platform for diverse voices, ideas, and perspectives without interference. Gives examples of some of the books s/he helped published recently to show how they celebrate freedom of speech. 

GUEST N°2.	John/Jean Miller - Renowned Author (in favour of the Preservation of Literary Integrity)      > LEA  C
•	Profile: a celebrated writer known for his/her literary contributions and traditional views on literature.
•	Position: firmly against any form of censorship, considering books to be sacred and inviolable, emphasizing the importance of preserving the author's original intent.

GUEST N°3.	Evelyn White - Conservative Librarian (Defender of Public Virtue) > REMY 
•	Profile: a librarian with a conservative outlook, dedicated to maintaining public virtue and protecting younger readers.
•	Position: supports certain levels of censorship to shield children and teenagers from literature deemed inappropriate or morally objectionable, including books about LGBTQAI+ topics.

GUEST N°4.	Jordan Taylor - Sensitivity Reader (Modernization Advocate)>  EMMA
•	Profile: a sensitivity reader who believes in the importance of modernizing literature to reflect evolving societal values.
•	Position: argues in favor of sensitivity reading as a tool for improving representation, avoiding stereotypes, and ensuring cultural and social sensitivity in literature. Give examples of the changes you are sometimes brought to operate in the books you help “rewrite”. 

GUEST N°5.	Lawrence / Lorraine Hemingway - Descendant of a Dead Writer (Adaptation Advocate)   > ROMANE  
•	Profile: a descendant of a famous author whose works are being reconsidered for adaptation.
•	Position: acknowledges the need for adaptation to contemporary standards while preserving the essence of the original work for continued relevance and sales. You want to make sure that your relative’s literary success continues in the 21st century and would hate to think that future readers will stop reading Hemingway’s novels because of the strong language or biases they sometimes contain. 

GUEST N°6.	Professor Martin/a Turner - University Literature Professor (Traditionalist)   LOIC 
•	Profile: a seasoned literature professor at a university, known for his traditionalist views on literary studies.
•	Position: strongly opposes rewriting, considering it a disgrace to alter the integrity of classic literature and advocating for the preservation of original texts.

GUEST N°7.	Alexis Rodriguez - LGBTQAI+ Advocate (Anti-Censorship Campaigner)
•	Profile: an LGBTQAI+ advocate passionate about representation and inclusion in literature.
•	Position: accuses certain libraries and institutions of censorship, especially when it comes to limiting access to material that addresses sensitive topics relevant to the LGBTQAI+ community. You’re also in favour of rewriting offensive books that contain offensive comments, gender stereotypes and might encourage discrimination against members of sexual minorities. 

ADDITIONAL ROLES 

GUEST N°8.	Morgan Foster - Bookstore Owner (Free Market Advocate)
•	Profile: a local bookstore owner with a commitment to providing diverse reading materials.
•	Position: advocates against book banning, emphasizing the importance of letting the free market and individual choice dictate the availability of literature.

GUEST N°9.	Dr. Alex Patel - Academic Freedom Activist (Freedom of Thought)
•	Profile: an academic freedom activist with a background in education policy.
•	Position: argues for the protection of academic freedom, opposing any form of censorship that hinders the free exchange of ideas within educational institutions.

GUEST N°10.	Chris Anderson - University Student (Youth Perspective) > LEONIE
•	Profile: a high school student with a passion for literature and activism.
•	Position: advocates against censorship, especially in schools, arguing for the importance of exposing students to a diverse range of perspectives and voices.

GUEST N°11.	Senator Glenn Lawson - Conservative Politician (Censorship Advocate)
•	Profile: a seasoned conservative politician known for his/her advocacy of family values and traditional beliefs.
•	Position: supports certain forms of censorship, particularly in educational settings, to align with what he perceives as the community's moral standards.

GUEST N°12.	Leslie Thompson - Family Values Advocate (Censorship Advocate)
•	Profile: an influential advocate for family values with a strong presence in the community.
•	Position: argues in favor of censorship to protect children and families from content deemed morally objectionable, emphasizing the importance of upholding community standards.

GUEST N°13.	Reverend James Carter - Religious Leader (Censorship Advocate)  > ILYAS 
•	Profile: a respected religious leader with a significant following in the community.
•	Position: advocates for censorship based on religious values, contending that certain literature may conflict with or undermine the moral fabric of the community.


GUEST N° 16       INVENT YOUR OWN ROLE
GUEST N° 17       INVENT YOUR OWN ROLE
GUEST N° 18       INVENT YOUR OWN ROLE


WEEK 5- Wed 16th OCT

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

Preparation, argumentation and Critical Thinking: how the student constructs and supports arguments, responds to counterarguments, and demonstrates depth of preparation work and analysis in relation to the topic.

Use of Language: assesses the range and accuracy of vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structures.  appropriate use of formal or topic-specific language relevant to the debate or role.

Pronunciation and Intonation: Evaluates clarity of pronunciation, stress, and intonation and whether the student can convey meaning and engage the audience through their delivery.

Communication skills, engagement and Interaction: Assesses the student’s ability to communicate their ideas, listen actively, respond to questions, engage with other speakers, and maintain eye contact. Participation in dynamic exchanges is key in role play or debate contexts.


Preparation, argumentation 4/5 
Use of Language  4/5 
Pronunciation and Intonation    4/5 
Communication skills, engagement and Interaction     4/5



DEBATE (ROLEPLAY)  

MODERATOR   > EURYDICE  (backup JULES) 
GUEST N°1.	Victor/ia Harper - Publisher (Freedom of Speech Advocate)  > UMI 
GUEST N°2.	John/Jean Miller - Renowned Author (in favour of the Preservation of Literary Integrity)      > LEA  C
GUEST N°3.	Evelyn White - Conservative Librarian (Defender of Public Virtue) > REMY 
GUEST N°4.	Jordan Taylor - Sensitivity Reader (Modernization Advocate)>  EMMA
GUEST N°5.	Lawrence / Lorraine Hemingway - Descendant of a Dead Writer (Adaptation Advocate)   > ROMANE  
GUEST N°6.	Professor Martin/a Turner - University Literature Professor (Traditionalist)   LOIC 
GUEST N°7.	Alexis Rodriguez - LGBTQAI+ Advocate (Anti-Censorship Campaigner) ROLE A POURVOIR
GUEST N°8.	Morgan Foster - Bookstore Owner (Free Market Advocate)
ROLE A POURVOIR 
GUEST N°9.	Dr. Alex Patel - Academic Freedom Activist (Freedom of Thought)
ROLE A POURVOIR 
GUEST N°10.	Chris Anderson - University Student (Youth Perspective) > LEONIE
GUEST N°11.	Senator Glenn Lawson - Conservative Politician (Censorship Advocate) ROLE A POURVOIR
GUEST N°12.	Leslie Thompson - Family Values Advocate (Censorship Advocate) ROLE A POURVOIR
GUEST N°13.	Reverend James Carter - Religious Leader (Censorship Advocate)  > ILYAS 
GUEST N° 16       INVENT YOUR OWN ROLE
GUEST N° 17       INVENT YOUR OWN ROLE
GUEST N° 18       INVENT YOUR OWN ROLE



WEEK 6- Wed 23rd OCT 

FIRST IN-CLASS TEST > LIST COMP EXAM based on a video (3 viewings) 
with compr Q / vocab Q seen in class / short writing ex (with a choice of Q about censorship and sensitivity reading) > 1h15 test  (no tiers temps) 

WEEK  30th OCT –  HOLIDAY BREAK 

WEEK 7 – Wed  6th NOV


WEEK 8 – Wed 13th NOV


WEEK 9 – Wed 20th NOV


WEEK 10 – Wed 27th NOV


WEEK 11 – Wed 4th DEC 


WEEK 12 – Wed 11th DEC 



WEEK 13 – WED  18th DEC > PARTIEL DAY 










