COMPETITION LAW 25-03

A) ORAL PRESENTATIONS


B) VOCABULARY 2-A pp. 208-09																				
· collocations 											
concurrence  concurrence (dé)loyale = 
concurrents = 
concurrentiel  qui défie toute concurrence = 																
· anti-competitive practices: match the elements of the two columns.


	· ABUSIVE BEHAVIOUR				1) BID RIGGING / COVER PRICING
2) PREDATORY PRICING
· ANTI-COMPETITIVE AGREEMENTS 		3) CARTELISATION


						4) RESALE PRICE MAINTENANCE

· MERGER 					5) STRENGHTENING A GLOBAL PLAYER




C) HISTORY OF ANTITRUST LAWS 								

1) “Antitrust has gone from 					that just a few people talked about to 							.”				

2) What is the balance mentioned by Professor Daniel Crane? 


3) In which context were the first antitrust laws passed? 


4) What did the University of Chicago scholars propose?


5) What was Ronald Reagan’s campaign all about? 


6) What about US market concentration and the number of companies on the stock market? 
D) APPLE LAWSUIT: MONOPOLISING THE SMARTPHONE MARKET? 


stakeholders - transactions - ahead - previous - grip - time - landmark - stick - core -ecosystem - mounting - tap - bubbles 

As the tech giant fights regulators on both sides of the Atlantic, is the US calling (1)	      on Apple’s smartphone domination? The US has filed a (2)	  lawsuit against Apple, accusing the company of monopolising the smartphone market and crushing competition. It accuses the firm of taking illegal steps to thwart apps seen as a threat and make rival products less appealing. The complaint, filed at a federal court in New Jersey along with the attorneys general of 16 states, marks one of the biggest challenges to date for Apple, which has been fending off (3)		 complaints about its practices in recent years. 
"Apple has maintained monopoly power not simply by staying (4)		 of the competition on the merits but by violating federal anti-trust law," Attorney General Merrick Garland said at a press conference. The complaint focuses on five areas where Apple allegedly abused its power. For example, the US alleges that Apple used its app review process to thwart the development of so-called super apps and streaming apps, because it was worried such apps would provide less incentive for customers to (5)		with iPhones. It also says Apple has made it difficult to connect iPhones to smart watches made by rivals and blocked banks and other financial firms from accessing its 	(6)		-to-pay technology, allowing Apple to earn billions in fees from processing Apple Pay (7)			.  The complaint also focuses on the way Apple treats messages sent from rival phones, distinguishing them with green (8)		 and limiting videos. It says Apple's moves have created "social stigma" that has helped the tech giant maintain its (9) 		on the market.  Apple said customers were loyal because they were happy and that under US law it was free to choose its business partners. It has pointed to privacy and security concerns to justify its rules. 
Anat Alon-Beck, a business law professor at Case Western Reserve University in Ohio, said the justice department's new lawsuit was "far more extensive" than its (10)		 legal challenges in the EU. "It's not just about the 30% app store fee, but about the (11)	 unfair practices of Apple," she said, adding that it was "about time" that the DOJ took action. "Apple systematically excludes rivals from the Apple (12)		. By doing that, Apple is hurting so many startup businesses, (13)			, customers and, in my opinion, its shareholders.". According to the DOJ, Apple's share of the US smartphone market exceeds 70%, and its share of the broader smartphone market exceeds 65%.												
E)  ANTITRUST LAWS US to EU

· US DOJ

1890 Sherman Act = prohibiting agreements that unreasonably restrict trade (bid rigging, price fixing, unlawful monopolies)

1914 Clayton Act = promoting fair competition (illegal mergers, illegal tying agreements, predatory pricing, sitting on boards of competing corporations) 


· European Commission

1957 Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (Articles 101 & 102) = prohibiting agreements restricting competition & firms holding a dominant position to abuse that position

2022 Digital Markets Act = making the digital sector fairer
 Spot and correct the mistakes! 

EU agrees new law to curb Big Tech dominance, bbc.com, March 2022
(1) According to the Digital Markets Act, giants such as Google and Apple will be forced to     (1) open down their services and platforms to other businesses. "What we want is simple: fair markets...in digital," said EU antitrust chief Margrethe Vestager. "Large gatekeeper platforms (2) have prevented businesses and consumers from the benefit of digital competitives                (1) markets," she said. The announcement is the bigger regulatory move yet from the EU to act against what it defines as anti-competitive behaviour from mainly US tech businesses. "The (1) agreement usher in a new era of tech regulation worldwide," said German MEP Andreas Schwab, who led the negotiations for the European Parliament. Meanwhile, Google said:        (1) “As we support many of the DMA's ambitions around consumer choice and interoperability, we're worried that some of these rules could reduce innovation and the choice available to    (1) European." The law will only affect companies with a value of more than €75bn, annual     (2) sales of €7,5bn and at least 45 millions of monthly users.

F) MODALS pp. 209-10

G) COMPETITION LAW KAHOOT! 
 

