Prompt: On the basis of this information, devise a protocol setting out how students may or may
not use Al, and in particular how they should signal its use in university work.

ChatGPT (8 April 2025): Below is a comprehensive overview of best practices for managing university
students’ use of artificial intelligence (Al). These practices are designed to address the rapid evolution
of Al technologies—such as large language models and generative tools—while maintaining
academic integrity, fostering digital literacy, and preparing students for a future where Al plays an
increasingly central role in professional and academic contexts.

1. Establish Clear Policies and Guidelines
a. Define Acceptable and Unacceptable Uses

e Explicit Rules: Develop a written policy that clearly distinguishes between approved,
assisted, and prohibited uses of Al for academic work. For example, using Al as a
brainstorming tool or to enhance research skills may be acceptable, whereas submitting Al-
generated content as one’s own work without disclosure is not.

e Disclosure Requirements: Require that students explicitly indicate when and how Al tools
have contributed to their work (e.g., within essays, coding assignments, or research
analyses). This transparency helps maintain academic integrity by preventing plagiarism and
misrepresentation.

b. Alignment with Academic Integrity

e Revised Honor Codes: Update honor codes or academic integrity policies to incorporate
clauses related to Al. This includes guidelines on citation, originality, and the use of Al
assistance in assignments.

e Case Studies and Precedents: Use practical examples or hypothetical scenarios to illustrate
what constitutes misuse, and provide case studies where academic sanctions were applied
due to misuse of Al-generated content.

2. Promote Al Literacy and Digital Competency
a. Integrate Al Education into the Curriculum

¢ Foundational Training: Offer workshops, modules, or courses that teach the underlying
principles of Al, its ethical dimensions, limitations, and potential biases. This not only
prepares students to use these tools responsibly but also encourages critical thinking about
their outputs.

e Ethics and Responsible Use: Include units on ethics in Al-related courses. Emphasize topics
such as data privacy, bias in algorithms, and the societal implications of relying on Al in
research and decision-making.

b. Faculty and Staff Training

e Professional Development: Organize regular training sessions for faculty and academic staff
about emerging Al tools and how these might impact teaching and assessment practices.



Faculty need to understand the capabilities—and limitations—of Al tools to both guide and
evaluate student work effectively.

e Resource Hubs: Develop online resource centers that provide up-to-date information,
teaching materials, and sample policies regarding Al use in academia.

3. Rethink Pedagogical Approaches and Assessment Methods
a. Adaptive Assessment Strategies

e Process-Oriented Assignments: Design assignments that emphasize the process of learning
and decision making. This could include requiring outlines, draft submissions, or reflective
components where students describe their thought process and how they used Al tools.

e Comparative Analysis: Encourage assignments that ask students to compare and contrast
human versus Al-generated outputs. This helps develop their critical evaluation skills and
reinforces the importance of independent analysis.

b. Multi-Faceted Evaluation

¢ Dynamic Rubrics: Develop grading rubrics that award credit not only for final answers but
also for creativity, the reasoning process, and appropriate use of Al tools. By evaluating how
Al assists with problem-solving rather than simply checking for correctness, instructors can
better value original thought and learning.

e Oral Examinations or Viva Voce: For key assignments or projects, consider incorporating oral
components. These sessions provide a deeper understanding of a student’s involvement in
the work and can confirm whether Al tools were used merely as a supplement or as a
substitute for genuine learning.

4. Implement Monitoring and Support Systems
a. Al Detection Tools and Quality Assurance

e Tool Integration: Adopt or develop software tools that can identify when Al-generated
content is used improperly. These tools should be used as part of a holistic approach to
uphold academic integrity, ensuring that they complement—rather than replace—the
judgment of educators.

e Privacy and Ethics: Ensure that any monitoring or detection system respects student privacy
and is transparent in its functioning. Clearly communicate with students how data is
processed and used in Al detection.

b. Continuous Feedback and Policy Evolution

e Regular Review: Establish committees or working groups—including faculty, administrators,
students, and IT experts—to review and update Al usage policies regularly. Given the fast
pace of technological change, policies should be considered living documents.

o Feedback Loops: Encourage students and educators to provide feedback on Al policies and
practices. This iterative approach can help universities stay current with technology trends
and ethical standards.



5. Foster a Culture of Responsible Innovation
a. Encouraging Open Dialogue

e Campus-Wide Forums: Host seminars, lectures, or panel discussions on Al’s role in academia
and society. Involving both experts and students can help demystify Al and promote
responsible use.

e Collaborative Development: Engage student bodies in the development of policies. When
students understand the rationale behind rules and have a hand in shaping them, they are
more likely to adhere to the guidelines.

b. Balance between Restriction and Innovation

e Supportive Environment: Rather than focusing solely on punitive measures, universities
should promote an environment where Al is seen as a tool for augmenting learning.
Providing guidance on the constructive use of Al prepares students to be both consumers
and innovators of emerging technologies.

e Highlighting Success Stories: Showcase examples from within the institution where
responsible Al use has enhanced learning outcomes. This not only sets a standard for best
practices but also motivates students to explore Al within ethical boundaries.

Conclusion

The best practices for managing university students’ use of Al revolve around creating balanced
policies that protect academic integrity while embracing the educational opportunities presented by
these technologies. By:

e Clearly defining acceptable use and disclosure requirements,

e Enhancing Al literacy among both students and faculty,

e Revising pedagogical strategies and assessments,

e Implementing monitoring systems with respect for privacy, and
e Fostering an open, innovative academic culture,

universities can not only mitigate risks but also empower students to engage critically and creatively
with Al. This dynamic approach ensures that as Al continues to evolve, so too does the educational
framework that guides its responsible use.



