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INTRODUCTION

It is common knowledge that the wheel was invented by the Sumerians in Lower Mesopotamia, paper in China, that the oldest written texts in mathematics are Egyptian papyruses; that the decimal system was invented in India and money created in Mesopotamia once again. 

Why such precocious scientific knowledge produced outside of what we call the western world would not have commonly produced economic thought.

It is most probable that a student in economics being asked who the first economist was will answer Adam Smith ignoring frequently not only previous western economic thought but also, and most importantly, thought produced outside the western world. 

And that is also most probably valid for most economics’ scholars. Of course I do not include scholars of History of Economic Thought, some of which are here listening to me. 

There is immense research available on economic thought produced outside the western world but why haven’t these important achievements not been translated in the vast majority of the most referred to textbooks, and even syllabuses?

I am not going here to compare or rank the value of every contribution for economic thought, of what was most decisive for reaching what we admit today as economic state of the art knowledge. That would be not only a task way beyond my skills but maybe also irrelevant.

What I am interested in, here, is trying to propose an answer to the question of why, in the global world that we have consciously built, do we keep propagating the idea that economics is exclusively a western construction. 

I believe that it is important for students to learn that economics is a common product of humanity in general and that there is no culture or society more capable of producing economic thought than another. This is crucial to build a world of mutual understanding and respect, fundamental pillars of a world of peace and progress.


THE COLONISATION OF ECONOMIC THOUGHT 

It seems that as in many other domains the western world imposes some sort of colonisation of thought on the rest of the world. If one looks at major textbooks and syllabuses of History of Economic Thought, one very rarely find some author that does not come from the western world. 

This not only impoverishes scientific knowledge but also produces a biased understanding of other cultures and societies by erasing contributions that come from outside the western world. 

One good example of this bias is the fact that we immediately think of Adam Smith when we talk of the division of labour and its advantages, when four centuries before, in what is today Tunisia, Ibn Khaldun had already referred to that (ref Baeck).

This paper is not about just making amends with History, but mainly about contributing to build a syllabus that conveys to students the idea that despite the differences among peoples in the world we are all part of a great human community that strives for knowledge and progress, and no group is intrinsically superior to another in doing that. 

Let us start by looking at the presence of non-western thinkers in major HPE textbooks.

The methodology that I used is rather simple and probably even simplistic, but it is a method like another. I looked at Amazon online bookshops (sorry for the advertising) and looked for the most recent textbooks in HPE available. 

I apologize for the fact that for the purpose of this paper I didn’t look at textbooks coming from outside the western world. That could seem contradictory to my purpose. 

I believe that there are for sure references to non-western authors most especially when these authors come from the regions where these textbooks were produced. I also didn’t look for many textbooks that have been written originally in languages other than English, French, or Spanish.

When the purpose is decolonizing History of Economic Thought it would be very important if not crucial to look at textbooks produced in non-western countries and see what the preponderance of western thought within these is. However, this is again an enormous task that I cannot undertake alone for a presentation at a conference such as this. 

Even so I was particularly interested in western textbooks and syllabus because I believe that it is there that the process of colonisation is most visible and most urgent to counter.

Maybe what I am going to say here will inspire some of my colleagues to get together and build a research project around this subject in non-western textbooks. That would be the greatest achievement of this presentation.

I must also say that my attention focused on authors of a period between the antiquity and the second world war. That is why when references are made to non-western authors, they concern authors from the Antiquity to the Middle Ages.

Taking this into consideration I, then, selected the following twenty-five textbooks. I only picked the more recent ones which sometimes include older books that had new editions. The order here is random, non-hierarchical.


- The Penguin History of Economics, Roger Backhouse 

- The Wealth of Ideas: A History of Economic Thought, Alessandro Roncaglia

- A Brief History of Economic Thought, Alessandro Roncaglia

- History of Economic Thought, Stephen G. Medema and Warren J. Samuels

- History of Economic Thought: A Critical Perspective, E.K. Hunt, M. Lautzenheiser

- Economic Thought: A Brief History, Heinz Kurz

- A History of Economic Thought, William J. Barber

- Economics Evolving: A History of Economic Thought, Agnar Sandmo

- History of Economic Thought, Harry Landreth and David Colander

- An Outline of the History of Economic Thought, Ernesto Screpanti, Staefano Zamagni, David Field and Lynn Kirby

- A Concise History of Economic Thought: From Mercantilism to Monetarism, G. Vaggi

- Competing Schools of Economic Thought: Retrospect and Prospect, Lefteris Tsoulfidis

- Economic Theory in Retrospect, Mark Blaug

- A History of Economic Theory and Method, Robert B. Ekelund and Robert F. Hébert

- A Short History of Economic Thought, Bo Sandelin and Hans-Michael Trautwein

- The Worldly Philosophers: The Lives, Times And Ideas Of The Great Economic Thinkers, Robert Heilbronner

- Historia del pensamiento económico: Un panorama plural, Josep María Vegara Carrió

- Historia del pensamiento económico, Pablo Coto Millán

- Historia del pensamiento económico, Luis Perdices Blas

- Histoire de la pensée économique, Ghislain Deleplace

- Histoire de la pensée économique, Henri Denis

- Histoire de la pensée économique en 60 auteurs, Nicolas Guerrero

- Histoire des idées économiques - Tome 1: De Platon à Marx, Jean Boncoeur and Hervé Thouément

- Histoire de la pensée économique, Yves Perez

- Histoire de la pensée économique, Gérard Marie Henry

I must underline again the fact that I have deliberately ignored textbooks from non-western countries, like India for instance. In some of these textbooks in particular there are several references and even full chapters on Indian Economic Thought, although Indian economists are the only non-western economists that show up in these textbooks.

Only five out of these twenty-five textbooks have references to non-western authors. 

The textbook by Roger Backhouse refers to the Arabs and Islam, the one by Landreth and Colander refer to the same authors as Backhouse in a heading entitled precisely “non-western thought”, Ekelund and Hébert in the sixth edition of their textbook refer to Chinese and Arab Islamic contributions. In this case one should highlight that these references were not in previous editions. 

Finally, one should also underline that there are no references to ancient Indian contributions in any of these textbooks.

In textbooks in French or Spanish languages there are references in Pablo Coto Millán to Arab Islamic authors and Yves Perez with references to Chinese and Arad Islamic authors. Once again, no references are made to ancient Indian authors.

I would like to refer to a handbook that takes into consideration the global world, mentioning all continents although it is not a traditional textbook, and I couldn’t check what authors are cited. 

Routledge Handbook of the History of Global Economic Thought Edited by Vincent Barnett.

Here different authors address different geographical provenances.

What about the presence of non-western authors in syllabuses of History of Economic Thought? 

This is even a harder endeavour as one can easily imagine an almost infinite list of universities where History of Economic Thought is taught, even though there are more and more universities where History of Economic Thought has disappeared from curricula. 

My methodology was quite simple, and once again probably simplistic. I looked for undergraduate syllabuses online on google.

This approach is far from allowing any rigorous conclusion because it is possible that I may have stumbled on the only twenty-nine syllabuses in the world that do not have references to non-western authors. The probability is low, though.

So, I invite you to forget about these methodological flaws and admit that these syllabuses could be a representative sample of what syllabuses in History of Economic Thought are around the western world. The twenty-nine syllabuses are taken from the following institutions of higher education.

· Oxford University, UK
· Cambridge University, UK
· University of Exeter, UK
· University College London, UK
· University of Edinburgh, UK
· University of Pennsylvania, USA
· William and Mary College, USA
· Duke University, USA
· Portland State University, USA
· Brown University, USA
· Rutgers University, USA
· Galway University, Ireland
· Central European University, Austria
· University of Warsaw, Poland
· University of Poznan, Poland
· University of Uppsala, Sweden
· University of Genova, Italy
· University of Hamburg, Germany 
· University of Montpellier, France
· University of Paris Dauphine, France
· Institute of Political Sciences, Paris (Sciences Po), France
· University of Seville, Spain
· University of Extremadura, Spain
· University of Granada, Spain
· University of Alcala, Spain
· University of Madrid Complutense, Spain 
· University of Coimbra
· University of Porto
· University of Évora

Of these Twenty-nine syllabuses only one at Oxford University deals with non-western authors. Not even in my university, Évora, where I teach History of Economic Thought there are references to non-western authors.

I must say in my defence that I do refer at the beginning of the course that what we are going to do is a History of Western Economic Thought and I do make a slight reference to Ibn Khaldun, for instance, but the syllabus doesn’t reflect that.

Two reasons may help us to understand this besides the existence of a western bias in the syllabuses. 

The first one has already been referred to, the fact that to introduce some authors and some subjects, something in the previous syllabuses must come out. 

The second reason concerns the fact that students and teachers like to base study on textbooks. If most textbooks do not deal with non-western authors, there will not be study material to cover non-western authors, and therefore teachers are not compelled to refer to them even if they wanted to.

In the case of Oxford University, the only syllabus I found was for one course taught online, there are references to ancient Indian and Chinese authors, but no Arab ones. 

Furthermore, the teacher is of South Asian Ascent, which of course could incline him to refer to Asian authors, like it happens with Spanish writers and teachers that do not forget scholastic authors and the school of Salamanca in textbooks and syllabuses. But although these latter authors are not present in most Anglo-Saxon textbooks and syllabuses, they are still western authors.

One interesting element that stands out is that syllabuses seem more western-centric than textbooks. If one forgets about the flaws of the methodology, there is a very reasonable explanation for that. 

During a semestrial course, for instance, no teacher can approach all authors that are present in a textbook if one wants to go deep enough in the thought of a particular author. There is simply no time. And a question arises. As said before, what shall we remove from the contents of a course to introduce non-western thought.

This is probably the main reason why the attempt to design a non-western centric syllabus in this presentation is very personal and incomplete as you will see. However personal the proposal is, the approach is mostly what really matters here, not so much the contents, that can be very easily disputed. 


DECOLONIZING HISTORY OF ECONOMIC THOUGHT 

I shall build this syllabus considering 30 hours of lectures and 30 hours of presentations by students, using the chronological approach, and focusing on how authors view what I take as the main subjects of thought, i.e. the Production of Wealth or the Theories of Value, the Redistribution of Income, and the Role of the State. The last period studied is the eve of the second world war. It is a disputable choice but many textbooks also end with this period. 

Many subjects are left out but that is inevitable. This is not always harmful to the knowledge of the authors’ work. Ricardo’s theory of comparative advantage, for instance, can be taught in International Economics.

The presentation of the Syllabus (it is short version, only containing authors or groups of authors, hopefully it will be enough to make my point) comes with confessing another major weakness. 

There are here no contributions of non-western authors after the Middle Ages. Research on several histories of national economic thoughts would tell us otherwise. More work is therefore needed here also to introduce and incorporate non-western contributions in more recent currents of economic thought.

A tentative non-western biased syllabus:

Introduction
· Why History of Economic Thought
· The chronological approach

The Antiquity
· The Ancient Greeks
· Plato and Aristotle
· Chinese thought
· Confucius and Lao Tzu
· Indian thought
· Kautilya 

The Middle Ages
· Christian Thought
· St Augustine
· Thomas Aquinas
· Arab Islamic Thought
· Averroes and Ibn Khaldun

Mercantilism and the Dawn of Capitalism
· Philip Von Hornick
· William Petty
· Richard Cantillon

Physiocracy
· François Quesnay
· Vincent de Gournay
· Dupont de Nemours

Classicals
· The British classical school
· Adam Smith
· Robert Malthus
· David Ricardo
· The French classical school
· Etienne de Condillac
· Jean Baptiste Say

Socialism
· Pre marxist socialists
· Robert Owen
· Saint-Simon
· Jean de Sismondi
· Pierre Joseph Proudhon
· Karl Marx

Marginalism and Neoclassicism
· Precursors
· Auguste Comte
· Augustin Cournot
· Marginalists
· William Jevons
· Léon Walras
· The dawn of neoclassicism
· Alfred Marshall

Institutionalists
· British and German Historicism
· American Institutionalism
· Thorstein Veblen
· John Commons

The Future of Capitalism in the Twentieth Century
· The socialist critique
· Lenin
· Rosa Luxemburg
· Joseph Schumpeter
· John Maynard Keynes


CONCLUSION

After this shallow examination of textbooks and syllabuses we can conclude that there is a long way to decolonise History of Economic Thought, just a small minority of textbooks deal with non-western authors and when they do, they dedicate just a few pages to them. Plus, it seems that these contributions concern only the antiquity. 

Even teachers that want to do something about this, and I am one of them, find it difficult to introduce even the slightest references to non-western authors. First what are we to remove from syllabuses to introduce these authors when time is short and when there are already many contributions to economic thought that we do not deal with in the classroom

It seems also that this decolonisation is obstructed by what we could call the dog chasing his tail. Textbooks do not deal with non-western authors because syllabuses do not deal with them, and syllabuses do not deal with them because there are no textbooks to support teaching about them. I hope that I can modestly contribute to decolonise History of Economic Thought and more comprehensively to contribute to a better understanding between all peoples.
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