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Monday 17 March 
Lundi 17 mars de 14h à 17h en salle  Salle B03 Broca 
 
THE NEW INSTITUTIONALISMS AND OTHER THEORIES 
 
Lecture 
What are the new institutionalisms, and how do they differ from from the old institutionalism 
and from each other? How have the new institutionalisms been applied in the study of the 
EU, and what insights do they offer? 
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Student-led discussion: Socialisation in the EU system 
What is the relationship between the beliefs and values of the individuals who work for EU 
institutions believe and the values of those institutions?  In assessing this evidence base, how 
important are the selection of the sample (size of the sample, representativeness of the 
sample, roles undertaken), and the operationalisation of the dependent variable? 
 
Please read the following in the suggested order: 



1. Hooghe, L. (2005) ‘Several Roads Lead to International Norms, but Few Via International 
Socialization: A Case Study of the European Commission’, International Organization, 
59(4), 861–898. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020818305050307 
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If you have time, you might consider this question: What does the following contribute to the 
debate about international institutions as socialising environments? 
Connolly, S., & Kassim, H. (2024) ‘One EU civil service or many? The European 

Commission and the council secretariat’, European Politics and Society, 1–29. 
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Monday 24 March 
Lundi 24 mars de 14h à 17h en salle  Salle B03 Broca 
 
THE NATIONAL COORDINATION OF EU POLICY: MEMBER STATES IN THE 
MULTI-LEVEL ADMINISTRATION 
 
Lecture 
How do member states organise and manage their interaction with the EU on the input side, 
in EU policy making? What expectations can be derived from the new institutionalisms about 
the machinery put in place by national government, and to what extent are they fulfilled? 
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Student-led discussion: Member states and implementation 
Output side, i.e policy implementation: Implementation is a major issue in the EU’s 
multilevel system in key areas, including the single internal market and environmental policy. 
 
Questions for small group discussion: 

1) Why is implementation such a challenge for the EU? 
2) To what extent is weak implementation linked to the quality of national 

administration, size, or territorial structure? 
3) What explains the creation of EU agencies and the development of European 

regulatory networks? 
4) What measures has the European Commission taken to improve implementation a) 

with respect to the single market and b) in environmental policy, and with what 
success? 

 
Reading for question 1 
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Monday 31 March 
Lundi 31 mars de 14h à 17h en salle  Salle B03 Centre Broca 
 
THE EU ADMINISTRATION AND THE PEOPLE WHO WORK FOR IT 
 
Lecture 



What kind of civil service is the EU administration? How does career progression work in 
theory and in practice? Who are the people who work for EU institutions and bodies? What 
are their educational and professional backgrounds? How similar is the profile of staff across 
and between the different parts of the EU administration?  
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Student-led discussion: Perspectives on people who work for the Commission 
 
Questions: 

1. In what respects is the EU administration a representative bureaucracy? 



2. If the EU administration should be a representative bureaucracy, what should it be 
representative of?  

3. Is the EU civil service really populated by ‘zealous federalists’? 
 
Reading for question 1 
Murdoch, Z., Connolly, S. &  Kassim, H. (2018) ‘Administrative legitimacy and the 

democratic deficit of the European Union’, Journal of European Public 
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Further reading 
Hartlapp, Miriam, and Blome, Agnes (2022) 'Women’s Positional Leadership in the 
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Feb. 2024. 

Kassim, Hussein,  Peterson, John, Bauer, Michael W., Connolly, Sara, Dehousse, Renaud, 
Hooghe, Liesbet and  Thompson, Andrew (2013) The European Commission of the 
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commission/people-first-diversity-and-inclusion_en#fact-sheet-on-the-diversity-and-
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Reading for question 3 
Shore, C. (2013) Building Europe: The cultural politics of European integration, Routledge, 

chapters 5 and 7 
Hooghe, L. (1999) ‘Consociationalists or Weberians? Top Commission Officials on 

Nationality’, Governance, 12: 397-424. https://doi.org/10.1111/0952-1895.00111 
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Connolly, S. and Kassim, H. (2019) ‘The European Commission Where now? Where next? 

Research Briefing 1: ‘Federalists’ and ‘neoliberals’? The beliefs and values of European 
Commission staff’, 
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/projects/wherenowwherenext/the_juncker_co
mmission_briefing_1_federalists_and_neoliberals_final.pdf. 

 
Further reading 
Kassim, H., Peterson, J., Connolly, S., Dehousse, R., Hooghe, L. and Thompson, A. (2013) 

The European Commission of the Twenty‐First Century, Oxford University Press, 
chapter 4 

 
Friday 11 April 
Vendredi 11 avril de 13h à 16h en salle G606 Sorbonne 
 
PRESENTATIONS - AGENCIES AND NETWORKS IN THE EU 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Questions 

1. ‘EU agencies are so vastly diverse that generalisations about them are rarely 
meaningful or instructive’. Do you agree? 

2. ‘EU agencies have improved policy implementation and enforcement, but at the cost 
of transparency and accountability’. Have they? 

3. How are EU agencies best conceptualised: intergovernmental, supranational or 
something else again? 

4. Are EU agencies best considered as friends, rivals or partners of the European 
Commission? 

5. What efforts have been made to standardize EU agencies, and with what success? 
6. What insights do the new institutionalisms offer in understanding the creation, 

operation or development of EU agencies? 


