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THE NEW INSTITUTIONALISMS AND OTHER THEORIES

Lecture

What are the new institutionalisms, and how do they differ from from the old institutionalism
and from each other? How have the new institutionalisms been applied in the study of the
EU, and what insights do they offer?
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Student-led discussion: Socialisation in the EU system

What is the relationship between the beliefs and values of the individuals who work for EU
institutions believe and the values of those institutions? In assessing this evidence base, how
important are the selection of the sample (size of the sample, representativeness of the
sample, roles undertaken), and the operationalisation of the dependent variable?

Please read the following in the suggested order:



1. Hooghe, L. (2005) ‘Several Roads Lead to International Norms, but Few Via International
Socialization: A Case Study of the European Commission’, International Organization,
59(4), 861-898. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020818305050307

2. Trondal, J. (2007), Is the European Commission a ‘Hothouse’ for Supranationalism?
Exploring Actor-Level Supranationalism. JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies,
45: 1111-1133. https://doi.org/10.1111/1.1468-5965.2007.00762.x

3. Connolly, S. and Kassim, H. (2016) 'Supranationalism' in question: beliefs, values, and the
socializing power of the European Commission revisited’, Public Administration, 94:
717-737. https://doi.org/10.1111/padm.12250

4. Georgakakis, D. (2017) ‘The Making of a Status Group: Reconsidering Socialization to the
European Institutions’ in Didier Georgakakis (ed) European Civil Service in (Times of)
Crisis’, Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-51792-6_3 or en
francais https://books.openedition.org/psorbonne/21253 or Georgakakis, D. (2019)
Chapitre 2 : La formation d’un groupe a statut. Reconsidérer la socialisation aux
institutions européennes in Didier Georgakakis, Au service de |’ Europe : Crises et
transformations sociopolitiques de la fonction publique européenne, Editions de la
Sorbonne, http://books.openedition.org/psorbonne/21253, DOI :
https://doi.org/10.4000/books.psorbonne.21253

If you have time, you might consider this question: What does the following contribute to the

debate about international institutions as socialising environments?
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THE NATIONAL COORDINATION OF EU POLICY: MEMBER STATES IN THE
MULTI-LEVEL ADMINISTRATION

Lecture

How do member states organise and manage their interaction with the EU on the input side,
in EU policy making? What expectations can be derived from the new institutionalisms about
the machinery put in place by national government, and to what extent are they fulfilled?
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Student-led discussion: Member states and implementation
Output side, i.e policy implementation: Implementation is a major issue in the EU’s
multilevel system in key areas, including the single internal market and environmental policy.

Questions for small group discussion:

1) Why is implementation such a challenge for the EU?

2) To what extent is weak implementation linked to the quality of national
administration, size, or territorial structure?

3) What explains the creation of EU agencies and the development of European
regulatory networks?

4) What measures has the European Commission taken to improve implementation a)
with respect to the single market and b) in environmental policy, and with what
success?
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THE EU ADMINISTRATION AND THE PEOPLE WHO WORK FOR IT

Lecture



What kind of civil service is the EU administration? How does career progression work in
theory and in practice? Who are the people who work for EU institutions and bodies? What
are their educational and professional backgrounds? How similar is the profile of staff across
and between the different parts of the EU administration?

References

The EU administration

Kassim, H., Connolly, S., Alayrac, P. and Uzunalioglu, M. (2024) ‘The administration of the
European Commission’ in Gils Jan Brandsma (ed) Handbook on European Union public
administration, Edward Elgar

Kassim, H. and Connolly, S. (2024) ,The Council Secretariat’ in Gils Jan Brandsma (ed)
Handbook on European Union public administration, Edward Elgar

Kassim, H. (2014). L’administration européenne’ in R. Dehousse (ed), L’ Union européenne,
Collection Les Notices, 3rd edn La Documentation Francaise.

Kassim, H., Peterson, J., Connolly, S., Dehousse, R., Hooghe, L. and Thompson, A. (2013)
The European Commission of the Twenty-First Century, Oxford University Press

Schon-Quinlivan, E. (2011) Reforming the European Commission, Palgrave

Hallstein W. (1965) ‘The EEC Commission: A New Factor in International Life’,
International and Comparative Law Quarterly,14(3):727-741.
doi:10.1093/iclqaj/14.3.727

EU civil servants

Connolly, S. and Kassim, H. (2019) ‘The European Commission: What now? What
next? Research Briefing 2: An administration of lawyers’?,
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/projects/wherenowwherenext/the_junc
ker commission_briefing 2 _an administration_of lawyers final.pdf

Kassim, H., Peterson, J., Connolly, S., Dehousse, R., Hooghe, L. and Thompson, A. (2013)
The European Commission of the Twenty-First Century, Oxford University Press

Georgakakis, D. (2017) European Civil Service in (Times of) Crisis. A Political
Sociology of the Changing Power of Eurocrats, Palgrave

Georgakakis, D. (ed) (2012) Le champ de I'Eurocratie : Une sociologie politique du
personnel de I'UE, Economica

Page, Edward C. (1997) People Who Run Europe, Clarendon Press,

Rowell, J. and Mangenot, M. (eds) (2016) A4 political sociology of the European Union :
reassessing constructivism, Manchester University Press

Weisbein, J. and Georgakakis, D. (2010) From above and from below : A Political Sociology
of European Actors. Comparative European Politics, 8 (1). pp. 93-1009.

Eymeri-Douzans, J., & Georgakakis, D. (2008) ‘Les hauts fonctionnaires de I'Union
européenne’ in Belot, C., Magnette, P., and Saurugger, S. (eds) Science politique de
I'Europe, Economica, pp. 285-312, https://graspe.eu/kad27.pdf

Georgakakis, D.. and de Lassalle, M. (2007). Genése et structure d'un capital institutionnel
européen. Actes De La Recherche En Sciences Sociales, 38-53.

Student-led discussion: Perspectives on people who work for the Commission

Questions:
1. In what respects is the EU administration a representative bureaucracy?



2. If the EU administration should be a representative bureaucracy, what should it be
representative of?
3. Is the EU civil service really populated by ‘zealous federalists’?
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Further reading
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The European Commission of the Twenty-First Century, Oxford University Press,
chapter 4

Friday 11 April
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PRESENTATIONS - AGENCIES AND NETWORKS IN THE EU
ADMINISTRATION

Questions
1. ‘EU agencies are so vastly diverse that generalisations about them are rarely
meaningful or instructive’. Do you agree?
2. ‘EU agencies have improved policy implementation and enforcement, but at the cost
of transparency and accountability’. Have they?
3. How are EU agencies best conceptualised: intergovernmental, supranational or
something else again?
4. Are EU agencies best considered as friends, rivals or partners of the European
Commission?
What efforts have been made to standardize EU agencies, and with what success?
6. What insights do the new institutionalisms offer in understanding the creation,
operation or development of EU agencies?
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