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— Andrew Richard Amar =

Andrew Amar is a 26-year-old student from
Ugande. He was born in 1934 in the small town
of Amogu in the Lango District of Northern
Uganda. He belongs to the Lango tribe, which is one
of the Nilotic group. Andrew Amar received his
preliminary education in his mother tongue, which
is Luo, tn the town of Kalaki. He then attended
secondary school, where he was taught in English,
in Lira, the county town of the Lango disirict. He
went on to the famous Makerere College School in
Kampala, where he obtained his General Certificate
of Education. After leaving school he worked for a
few months in the Uganda Department of Com-
munity Development. He came to England to con-
tinue his education tn 1957. He studied physics,
chemistry and zoology at the Paddington Technical
College and the Regent Street Polytechnic, as
a preliminary fo studying medicine.

While he was in London he was an active member
of the Uganda Students’ Association and the
Uganda National (now People’s) Congress, and of
the Committee of African Organizations in Britain,

He left London for Moscow in October, 1959,
and enrolled for a six-year course as an under-
graduate at Moscow University to read medicine
in the autumn term of that year. He studied at
Moscow University for the whole of that academic
year, and left the Soviet Union in the late summer
of 1960. He is continuing his studies in Europe.
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HOW I GOT TO MOSCOW

RADAR screen and a radiogram aboard the
Soviet ship Baltika gave me my first twinge
of doubt whether I%xaad done right in going
to Russia. But by then it was too late. I was well and
truly on my way, and the idea of getting one of the
coveted scholarships at Moscow University drove
such doubts into the remotest corner of my mind
that autumn of 1959. I was full of high hopes.
It had certainly not been all plain sailing. I had
tried to get scholarships to continue my higher
education in England. I had
also enquired at L%xc American
and Norwegian Embassies for
scholarships to their countries.
For one reason or another I
had, so far, had no luck. I
tried too with the Interna-
3} tional Union of Students
. (TUS). This organisation, I knew, was controlled
by the Russians. Through the Uganda Students’
Assogiation in London, of which I was a member,
I alsp learned that the 1US disposed of a certain
¥ number of scholarships in the countries of the Soviet
bloc. But I had not succeeded in getting one of
them, So I made enquiries from the United Nations
centrg in New York. From the literature sent me
from there I saw that the Soviet Union offers under-
graduate scholarships for six whole years. According
£ to the terms given by the Soviet authorities in the
7 - United Nations pro?ccms, tuition and accommoda-
tion were free, students were paid the apparently



generous monthly allowance of 900 roubles in addi-
tion to a lump sum for the purchase of books, and

. there were references to free summer holidays, with

pocket money, in Russia. It looked really good to
me. I applied through the United Nations office,
Again I was disappointed, I never received a final
decision.

But I was determined now to go to study in
Moscow. Another thing that had whetted my
:spctite was the literature I had read about higher

ucation in Russia. I had bought pamphlets and
books about it at—of all places—*Speakers’ Corner”
in Hyde Park, London. This world-famous spot,
which I later heard my Soviet teachers refer to

- scornfully as the place where the British let the

ggoplc play at democracy, is 2 favourite haunt for
viet employees and members of the British Com-
munist Party to Ecddlc their literature about Soviet
Russia. The books I bought were very cheap—not

more than a few shillings in all—and the people 1 ;
and my friends bought them from spoke in very 3

broken, un-English accents. Whether they were

actually Russians or not I could not tell at that time. @

My next step was to go and try a direct approach .
- to the Soviet Embassy. I often found the place almost 3

besieged by other African and Asian stugcnts whom 1}
the Russians sus d of being after other things 4
than merely scholarships. But the Embassy authori-
ties, although very friendly, were very correct with 3
" me and told me to z:&:)ly through my own Govern- §

ment. It was later that I learned they made thin

.easy in West European countries only for “special’.§
| cases, and that the Soviet authorities preferred to'§
" take African or Asian students direct from their own'g
countries. The reason for this I also learned later.:§

I now became almost desperate. Here was this 3
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promised fand of learning, and it was just out of
my reach. That is how the Russian authorities want
you to feel. They do not make it too easy for you.
But I had a good friend, who was one of the founders
of the Uganda National Congtess, later called the
Uganda People’s Congress. My friend told me that
Moscow had promised six scholarships for students
from Uganda during 1958. He sad, too, that he
was going to Moscow and would there speak on
my behalf to 2 very influential person, and that 1
should write to this person myself. The man of
influence was Professor Potekhin, a Soviet scholar
and expert on Africa, of whom I was to hear a lpt
mote both in London and in Moscow. 1 did
eventually get a reply to my letters from London to
Professor Potekhin. But all he told me then was that
B the Soviet Minister of Higher Education would
. contact me by letter. When I at last received this
E impatiently awaited letter it merely repeated what
}-  the Embassy had told me: “Apply through your
k. own Government”. All this was my first lesson 1n
¥ dealing with Soviet officialdom. _
k. Eventually I decided to go to Russia under my
F.: qwn steam. 1t was already high summer and 1 had
Ri- got much time if I was to make the first term of the
"A.Q'cadcr.nic year starting in October. I determined to

2 up enough money for the fate to Moscow.
':-rrt;gi apjob asga porter. 1 worked really hard. At
¥ last I was able to write and tell Professor Potekhin
& 1 was coming out on my own accord. Somewhat
spprehensively 1 applied to the Soviet Embassy
gou h a travel agency for a visa. I thought there
would be endless delays again, especially as my

port was not strictly valid for the Soviet Union.
?:my surprise there was no delay. In fact my

pestricted passport only seemed to hasten the Soviet

9
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| When1went to remonstrate with him that this made
- me out to be a liar, he mumbled something about
having to be cateful of spies. Another of the many
occasions when I found myself to be the object of
favouritism and which sticks in my mind, was when
some of my fellow passengers started to play their
own records on the radiogtam in the lounge, We all
wanted to dance. But because the records were
English and American they were forbidden and the
radiogram put out of action. I remember being pat-
ticularly struck that some Czechoslovak and Ru-
manian passengets had a lot of English recotds and
were not allowed to play them. The other passengers,
who noticed the way I was being treated, asked meto
intercede with the ship’s officers. I did. From thenon
the radiogram played anything, every night.
By this time I was beginning to feel uncomfortable
from all this flattery, which had a touch of con-

thing. The Soviet
. passport
ainly they never
ght have ‘trouble
I was to leatn later

Cert

hev and the other

Organisation, M
The treatment {

p for

e frustrations of the
. . H . . . .
hip himself singled HI: . f)tuT?él:hs' T?;fcapta@ of descension in it, too. I began to feel that this was
: ¢ captain’s br.z{PeCl attention, racial discrimination, but, as it were, in reverse. It
) tain’s bridge and showed was all being done so obviously that the suspicion

even flashed across my mind that the Russians were
trying to disarm me before arresting me on my
arrival because of my irregular passport. The
favpuritism displayed to me became particularly
embarrassing when- we stopped at a port like
Stockholm and disembarked for a few hours. On
these occasions we had to hand our passports in to
the purset. When we returned I was always handed
my passport back first, even though there were
g}ng queues of people waiting for theirs ahead
foe.
‘. When we docked in Leningtrad the captain invited
' maq specially to come forward and introduced me,
“before any of the other passengers, to the Soviet
k. Intourist Travel Agency official who had come to

11
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meet all the passengers.

promptly offered me a free f]
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:I'hc Iptourist official
ight by air to Moscow.
d to go with my friends.
han a little suspicious of

all this laboured “VIP” treatment, But further sur-

prises awaited me on m

Station in Moscow.
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I ENROL AT MOSCOW UNIVERSITY

conress I was slightly peeved to find there was
Ino oneto meet us or direct us when we arrived at

the Leningrad Station in Moscow. On board ship,
outside the Soviet Union, I had been treated like a
visiting President. Though that had become em-
barrassing and distasteful, this sudden let-down
from the sublime to the ridiculous was not pleasant
either.

After a lot of telephoning an official of the
Intourist travel agency arrived and took us off to
the Peking Hotel in Moscow. There I was pressed
to take an Intourist “guide”, but I said that now
that I was hete I preferred to find my own way.

My first quatry was Professor Potekhin. I took
a taxi to the so-called Friendship House (Dom
Druzhby). Here the Professor holds his little court.
It is situated in Kalinin Street, not far north of the
Kremlin. Friendship House is an unattractive build-
ing from the outside and conveys no more charm
inside. But it would not be exaggerating to describe
it as one of the headquarters of Moscow’s ideologi-
cal and propaganda operations in the less-developed
coyntries, and particularly in Africa.

The first thing that struck me were the rows of
photographs along the staircases and corridors
shawing happy-looking African students enjoying
themselves. I was very impressed. I later asked a
friend whether these were taken in Africa or in
Mascow. He told me they were taken in Moscow

and added I would see for myself how it was done.

His wotds came back to me vividly not many
manths afterwards,

13
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.- .» Pt .30t Potekhin was not there I was told
e e ") . > o
Z.my first visit. Nor did anybody know his homg
ddress or his tclgwhone number, so his sectetaries
_ec}:om:ilcl L ought th;n I had better make
prralght tor the University. I made my way ther
with anSomaJx boy who had also just com}c: fron:
badon. reception was not exactly welcoming,
¢ 'told the lady receptionist we Wantid to contagt
end, Mr. Omor Okullo of Uganda. She told us
pzhad no passes (propusks, as they are called in

contact Mr. Okullo by telephone, but she refu
gL was two h9urs befote a stgdent from the Un?tecil:i
gArab P:cpubhc happened to see us and telephoned
dio’s room on our behalf. When we found
Okullo was not in,
the UAR student
directed us to the
Russian Language
Institute, a 30-
minute bus ride
away, where, as we
discovered after-
wards, most of the
African students in
Moscow live, Here

bidden entry be-
cause we had no

propusks.

the African stu
RN
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ssian). She could not let us in at all. We asked her -'

again we were for-

Thefollowing dry E

ho T ents
2 o at the Institute sent 3
0 the Ministry of Higher Education to 32
on our behalf. The delegation 3
A.M. Omer and M. A, Dunkaal, 3§

l,.

two Somauistudents. From their subsequent history

I realised why these two regarded themselves as
* having considerable influence with the Soviet
authorities. They were among the first of several
students whom the Russians paid to denounce Mr.
Okullo, after the latter had left Russia and had
written about his experiences in Moscow.

The Somali student who had come out from
England at the same time as myself did in fact
succeed in getting a scholarship from the Ministry
straight away, But he had been a member of the
Young Communist League in Liverpool. His YCL
membership card, together with the representations
of the student delegation, had opened the doors of
Moscow University for him. Not long after, the
scholarship was revoked on the grounds that his
g educational qualifications were not up to the
4§ required level. In fact he had to make way for a
4K student direct from Africa, because the Soviet
¢ authorities always give preference to those who
S have had no experience OfP other Westetn countties.

Eww As for me, I had certainly not met with the
£ initial success my friend had. I had gone again to
J ' Friendship House. Hete 1 was received by Pro-
SR fessor Potekhin’s chief secretary, 2 Mt. Schmelkov-
% Pavet, and by the Professor’s interpreter, Marina
S Right (47), a woman of considerable influence, as I
g discoveyed later. They explained to me that there
B were three main types of scholarship : those awarded
£ by the Ministry for Higher Education, which were

fact those supposed to be given through the
5. -United Nations, for which I had alteady applied ;
5 there were the scholarships awarded by the
& Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee ; and finally those
from Frlendship House itself. No mention was made
Eito me then of the IUS scholarships. The latter, like

15
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- When 1 arrived at the Institute I was given a
temporary propusk. Later, 1 was told, in addition to
a University propusk, I would be given a Russian
internal passport. I received this in about three
weeks’ time. But I noticed it was endorsed “Foreign
Student”—and gave my nationality. The most extra-
ordinary thing that struck me was that on being
accepted into the University 1 was not asked to fill
in any kind of form. In fact during the whole of
my stay 1 was never asked to register in Writin%l as
a member of the University. The guide who had
~ taken me to the Institute turned out to be none
- other than the Institute’s Director of Accommoda-
& tion. In addition, no doubt, one or two telephone
& calls were sufficient to vouch for me. As for money,
- I was told T would get some in 2 couple of days.
Meanwhile, if I needed any, I was instructed that I
should borrow from friends.

My scholarship, which I received in due coutse,
was worth 900 roubles. This is the same for all
4% undergraduate scholarships, whatever the channels
4 through which they are obtained. Only post-
, graduate ones are worth more, sometimes as much

the UNO scholarships, are on the whole awarded
from outside Russia. The Afro-Asian Solidarity
Committee and Friendship House give scholarships
at their disctetion both inside and outside the Soviet
Union. A favourite recruiting ground for these
scholarships are the Communist organised Youth
Festivals, as my friends who had been recruited
this way described to me.

For the time being Friendship House did not
award me 2 scholarship, though the secretary and
Madame Right said they would consider it.

On the following day I'again failed to see Professor
Potekhin, though this time I had come at his request.
Instead I was sent off to the Afro-Asian Soli arity
Committee. This is a little distance away to the
west of Friendship House, in the Kropotkinskaya
district. Several African and Asian students from the
University are employed there. I was taken to the
Soviet director, Vladimir Shtykov, who romptly
told me he did not know why “my case” iad been
referred to him, and that he could do nothing, I
should go, he said, to the Ministry for Higher
Education. By this time I was beginning to feel like
the Exovcrbjal buck—being passed to everybody i as double this amount. When I first received my
else but the person 1 was cwaﬁﬁ—gh_'With. 7 3 monthly allowance I noticed there had been a deduc-

returned to my hotel and as a last resort tele- JE tion, I had never been told anything about this by
the Soviet authorities before, but was now informed

El;)ncd Professor Potekhin. This time 1 was lucky. ‘
! that a deduction of 20 roubles fper: month was made

s than two hours after sgeaking to Potekhin I .
2 for accommodation. I knew, of course, that this was

Was on my way in a taxi with an escort to Moscow b: .
University, as I thought. Instead 1 was taken on to 3 . in direct contradiction to the advertised announce-
. ments which the Soviet authorities put out about

the Russian Language Institute. This lies to the 3
north-west of the main University, at a distance, as % the scholarships, for example, in the United Nations
handbooks. The deduction might seem small, but

I have already mentioned, of about a 30-minute bus
out of what was left, we had to provide a great deal :

drive. lts address is Cheremushkinskaya Street, ¥
No. 24-35, and hence the students often refer to the ‘M8 in the first place there was, for most students, after

Institute simply as Cheremushkinskaya. B the first month or two, almost daily travel to the

16 17



University. This would cost us up to 10 roubles
per week. None of our meals, nor text-books, nor
writing materials were provided free. For all this
we paid, including the travelling, some 660 roubles

a month, the main item being meals. Then there § ! ) I
8 - found out later that, with few exceptions, every single

was another 50 roubles or so for laundry, and on
top of that incidentals like soap and toothpaste, each

of which cost about 2

2 bles. The &
foubles © b It did not take me long to find out from my fellow

generous  scholar-

London,soon dwin-
dled to its proper
proportions. It is
true that afteralong

3,000 roubles to buy
winter clothing, but
this did not go far

high Russian prices

the students this year was the abolition of the 2,000
roubles pocket-money provided to those who agreed
to go on 2 guided summer holiday-tour. But if we

were nothing like as well off as we imagined before 3 :

ship, which I had
dreamed of in ¥

in the face of the _

for clothes. Another 1
disappointment for

B

- ..id there was little chance of privacy, as 1 shall

describe later.

When I was first shown up to my room, which
was on the third floor, I was somewhat surprised
to see two Russian students already installed there.

dormitory room in the Institute has at least two
Russians in it. One of the Russians was frequently
in the uniform of the army, or State security police.

African students and from my own experience,
the tole that our Russian room-mates played. A few

 days later another African student, from the former
¥ French Cameroun, was also put in the room. For
- the next year this was where 1 lived, with two
S Russians and one other African in a not very large

time I received a & room on the third floor of the Institute.

single allowance of P

coming to Moscow, we certainly fared much better 3

than our Russian fellow-students, who got only a

third of our allowances. Naturally they felt some 5

resentment over this.

The accommodation that we paid for was hatdly 3

18
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I WAS KHRUSHCHEV’S
“NEIGHBOUR”

HE RUSSIAN Language Institute, in Cheremush- &

kinskaya Street, is a2 very ordinary, somewhat

barrack-like building forming part of a street %
block. The Institute itself occupies three floors of the &
block. It takes you about half an hour to get to it from §
the University, or 20 minutes by tram, which takesa |
more direct route. Your journey, for which as a ;
ay full fare—there |

are no concessions as there are for students in other &

foreign student you have to

countties—your journey takes you not very far

past Prime Minister Khrushchev’s house—a fact $&

which if you are an African student has quite a

curious bearing on your life. Not that the Institute 3
is in the same sort of pleasant surroundings as 3
‘Elcasantly 3

er to the §
north of the University and the Lenin Hills. The ;
significant thing about the Institute being the not too :
distant neighbour of the Khrushchev residence—it
is only 10 minutes’ walk away—is that it lies on 3
Mr. Khrushchev’s route home from the Vnukovo i
Airport. So whenever Mr. Khrushchev returns 4
from one of his “triumphal” tours abroad, the:
inmates of the Institute are hustled out to meet him.

- Mr. Khrushchev’s house is. He lives a
' short distance from the Moskva River, ra

But there is more to it than just that,

1 was twice one of the not very willing or en-:%
thusiastic participants, together with my fellow 3.
African students, on one of these festive occasions JEe:
greet the returning hero. The first time was inig
the spring of 1960 on Mr. Khrushchev’s return from 3

to

20

B his tour of South-East Asian countries, and the
B sccond occasion was not many weeks later on his
teturn from Paris,

What happened was this : barely one hour before
Mr. Khrushchev was due to pass in the nearby
streets all the students in the Institute building were
rounded up and summoned to the Director of the
Institute. The Director told us that all students
musi—the Russian word he used each time was
dolzhny, an imperative which means it is an order—
£ all students mwsf, he announced, go to the Lenin
. Parade (Leninskiy Prospekt) to greet Mr. Khrushchev
" on his safe arrival home. It was hardly 2 tactful
L invitation and we students resented the tone, par-
ticularly after his tour to France, which had been

ivenusasthereason
or forbidding us to
hold our protest
march against the
French  Sahara
atomic bomb tests.

It was undet-
standable, then,
that we were not
exactly an inspiring
- audience. But this
did not deter Mr.
Khrushchev at all.
He loves to play
up to a non-white
audience, and when
he saw us black
African students he
§: roge exultantly in his motor-car, clasped his fists
E above his head and gestured towards us with a kind
E of boxer’s signal of triumph. It all made a pretty

21




picture for the Soviet Press photographers, and, of
course, we African students wete not so naive as not ¥

to realise why this was staged. Incidentally, I had

another similar encounter with Mr. Khrushchev at &

the May Day Parade a month orso later. T happened

to be the only African on a particular section of the 3§
Eamde. Mr. Khrushchev’s quick eye spotted me and &
¢ did his boxer’s salute again, laughing and }
gesticulating. Of course, the photographers’ flash- J&

bulbs exploded into action once more.

So much for our powerful neighbour, whose near '§§
resence, unfortunately, did nothing to alleviate the ¥
d conditions inside the Institute. We were housed, §

as | have mentioned, on three floors of the Institute

building. On the first floor were African and Asian I
students, though there were only a few of the latter, ¥
mainly from Indonesia and Malaya; the second §E
floor was occupied by Africans and the third floor &
was devoted to Iraqi students, who outnumbered 3
those of any other foreign nationality at the Univer- 3
sity. I and the student from the Cameroun were put

on the third floor only because we were late arrivals.

Afterwards the authorities tried to move me to the .

second floor ; but I had made friends on the third :

and only after a considerable struggle was I allowed 3 :

to stay.

Four students share one room. But the most
t in 3§

important thing is that in each room, exc
those of the Iraqis, thete were two Russian students, 3

Even in most of the Iraqis’ rooms there was at §

least one Russian. To make it less obvious, these 3
Russians were always installed before any foreign 3
students took up residence in a room. Often, but .
not always, at least one of the two Russians in 2 3
room quite openly wore an army or State security 2
police uniform. There were normally two of these &

22

uniformed students on each floor. It was the first
time I had ever slept in the same room as a police-
man, for this was indeed the r6le that the Russian
students played in our rooms. Soon after my
arrjval, while I was still very much a frgshman, I
asked the Soviet administrators of the Institute what
the students in uniform were doing there. The reply
I was given was that they were nothing to do with
the University, but simply lodged with us because
of lack of accommodation elsewhere. When I
recalled this answer later 1 found it distinctly odd
that these uniformed students took part in many
University functions, though they were supposed
not to be members of the University.

But in my early days
there I was even more
* astounded when I saw
large numbers of the
ordinary civil police,
militia as they are called
in Russia, walking about
the main University

i buildings, and at fitst I could hardly believe it when

I was told they lived there. Of these I shall have
mote to say later. The official reason we were given
for the presence of Russian students in our rooms

b was that they would help us to learn Russian more

The largest contingent of black Africans (that is,

;j of Africans from south of the Sahatra) at Moscow

University while I was there was the Guinean, of

& whom there were some 30 to 40. They told me there
i were about another 35 of them in Tashkent Uni-
¢ versity, in Soviet Central Asia. While most of us
E Africans were, one might say, segregated in the
% Institute, there were a few Africans in the main

23



g o addition to the Africans,
udents in the main building were

or not, or whether they were graduates or under-

%’nduatcs. They lived in a separate sector of the }
niversity. Their lectures in the Russian language 3
were given to them separately in the main building &
and not in the Russian Language Institute. At &
student meetings they were used to swell the 4
Russian votes, as they always voted for the official 4

Russian policies. Many if not all of them were made ‘#i
Communist
League (Komsomol), a doubtful distinction which

honorary members of the Young

was not conferred on other foreign students
normally. How long this “most favoured nation”
treatment of the Chinese will go on is 2 moot

int. In any case we never saw much of the Chinese §
and I certainly never saw a single one at the Friend- 3

ship House up in the City. On the rare occasions

they attended official functions, the Russians ap- | 1
peared to be keeping them in the background. "~
None of us had any doubt that the accommoda- 3

tion in the main building was superior to ours, In

the first place each student there had a room or at &
least a partitioned section of an apartment to him- &
self. We could have no privacy. Our Russian room- -3
mates in particular were always interrupting, often i

rudely, especially when we had any friends in.

When we tried to work, the Russians seemed to W

24

gs* 4 few Europeans and a few §
gns, including Latin Americans. In the case ]
all of these and of the Africans, the reason they &
““were in the main building was either that they were §
post-graduates or were UNO scholarship holders,

The Chinese students were a case apart. All of &
them were housed in the superior accommodation 3
of the main building, whether they knew Russian

comie and interfere intentionally. The already dirty
rooms were made more unsavouty by the Russians’
habit of leaving the remnants of their meals in the
rooms. They were not altogether to blame for
having to eat in the rooms. Their scholarship grants
were so small that they had to resort to scrap meals
in the rooms ; though of course in many cases,
unlike us, they could fall back on their homes and
families. But this did not make the atmosphere any
easier for us. The Soviet Embassy in Cairo had
promised our “Uganda Foreign Office” in Cairo
that our students would have facilities for calm and
ptivate political work. This certainly did not work
out. Finally, and perhaps one of the most important
disadvantages for us Africans who come from a hot
climate, the rooms were cold in winter. In fact
several African students obtained transferstothemain
building on medical grounds, until the Soviet au-

thorities became suspicious and stopped such moves.
' 1 found condi-

tions to be so sordid
and such a handicap
to work, after what
I had been accus-
tomed to in my own
and other coun-
tries, that early on I
asked the Assistant
Rector of the Uni-
versity, Comrade
Ivanov, as he was
known, for a trans-
fer to the main
building. I made the
request not only for myself but on behalf of my fellow
students from Uganda, Comrade Ivanov immediately
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. dtsaunded, “Areyou Communists?”’ I asked him what
-=:that had to do with it. His reply was that it would
22help solve our problemof accommodation if we were.

M)
i

e5December it was suddenly announced on the notice

' to visit the Institute, he was stop
bringing her in and told this was forbidden. We

complained in a body to the Institute’s Director §
against such discrimination—for the students at the

University main building were allowed two visitots
of either sex every Saturday and Sunday until 11.30

p-m. The Director’s answer to us was simply, “We

will have nothing of that sort here I” (in Russian
U nas tak ne budet).
It is hardly surprising that we Africans felt

the Soviet authorities announce

almost as though we were in 2 fhetto. And when

, with much pro-
paganda, at the beginning of 1960 that they were
going to open a so-called People’s Friendship Uni-
versity, which would be completely separate from 3
Moscow University, we were disgusted. I often 4
talked about it with my fellow African students. 3§
We all realised that this would mean even further ig
segregation of foreign, and especially African and 3§
Asian, students. It was an added insult to our ;3§
he Russians really wanted to help us §
OWIrg

countries.
they should help us buttdumive ou

”v l.' O ol old

students still left in Moscow.

26

“board that we would be permitted visitors for two '§
- hours only, once a week, on Sundays. The notice §
" ‘'made no mention of the sex of the visitors allowed. 3

But when a Guinean student invited a Russian girl §
ped as he was |

2 RN at is still %
the fecling of the majority of the 90-100 African &

rler An major grievance that we inmates of the &
stitute’s hostel for Africans had was that we wete ¥

THE STUDENT POLICEMEN

£ 3 HE sYSTEM of controls over all students in Mos-
- Tcow University is pretty formidable and is
getting stricter every year. Lectures afe, of

course, compulsory, which pethapsnostudent should
complainabout. But it is therestrictionson his person-
al freedom that ate irksome. I have mentioned already
F the uniformed civil police, or militia, who live
. openly in the main University building and are 2
¥ visible and ever-present source of irritation. Two
b of these militiamen, or policemen, live on each
€ floor. There are six sectors (ony, as the Russians
{ call them) in the main building, and most sectors
E Lave nine floors. That means there are no less than
¥ 100 policemen, and there may well be more alto-
P gether, permanently living in, and watching the
E. occupants of, the University. But they ate of course
F only the outward signs of authority. All students
* also suffer from the Komsomol activists and the

¢ informers.

; m{:But 1? all students suffer from these pests, the
f foreign pon-Russian students suffer far more, and
® we African students, in out Institute ghetto, pet-
& haps most of all. Under the system o University
b nasses, of propuski, all who live in the Institute are
b giscrirrﬁnated against. To make this quite clear I
E, should explain that the main Universsity building is
& divided up, as I have mentioned, into sectors, each
¥'of which is referred to by the Russians as a Jona,
&% and that before you can pass from one sector to
®another you must show your propusk to a woman
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administrator who sits at the door of the sector,

and whose whole-time job it is to check the pro- &
ki, If you live in the Universi our propusk
s sped endorsement :;rhicgaﬂows};oﬁ”io B Institute, and sometimes even demanding to know

move freely from one sector to another at any time & Wh C L _
#E quite alone in my room quietly reading a book. It

3 haj::pencd to be an abridged version of Sir Anthony
 E

carries 4 s

~of day. If you are merely an Institute student you
cannot pass from one sector to another after
10 p.m., nor can you enter the University buildings

after that time, though, if you are already in, you | ) k 4 h
 or a political book? Could one get it here in

3 Moscow ? I told him I had bought it in London.
B Could he borrow it ? I said he could after I had

i finished, though I knew he did not read English
f freely. The Institute Secretary was his friend and
E he was sure, he said, that she would like to read it.
¢ She could have it after I had finished with it. Ohl
¥ but she was going on holiday soon. By now, of
¢ course, I realised what all this was about. After he
" left I put the book in my locker. By the way, none
8 of our lockers were provided with locks, nor were
P we allowed to fix them on.

may stay till midnight.
It was the same with visitors, as I have already

mentioned. Those who lived in the University §
were allowed two guests of either sex, on Saturdays §
and Sundays. We were allowed none in practice. §
Of course, we had good friends in the main 4
building, both Russian and foreign students, and 3
. they allowed us to invite guests to their rooms on
their ﬁ‘mpmﬁ. All this, too, may not seem such a J
hatdship, but the point is that we adult, and I hope 3
nsible, students, should not have been com- 3

ed to resort to such subterfuges. Moreover, as
shall mention later, the inquisitiveness and inter- 3
ference of the Komsomol activists detracted seriously
from the pleasure of our small parties with our 3

friends and guests in the University.

Undoubtedly, however, the worst interference 3
and unpleasantness we had to endure was from the ' 3§
Russian students who were installed in our rooms. ¥
That they were put there primarily to spy on us,’§
pone of us had or have any doubts. They were in 3
“fact nothing more or less than “student” sectet®
police. On at least one occasion while I was there:
i?' were even used by the Soviet authorities to:

0

rce discipline and make physical arrests. But 1

me tell you a few concrete examples of their'sh
activities. Y

28

Perhaps iié commonest irritation we suffered from
them was their habit of breaking into rooms when
we had our friends in from other parts of the
what we were talking about. But one day I was

en’s memoirs. A Russian student came in. He
wanted to know what the book was. Was it a novel

Two days later my book had disappeared. I

E confronted the Russian directly, but he denied
E having taken it. After another three days the book
E miraculously returned to my locker. 1 happened to
: meep the Secretary a few days later. She told me her
$ friend had mentioned the book to her and asked
¥ casuglly if I had got it back yet. She too asked if
gione could get it here and requested me to get a
":., for her. I told her to try for herself at the

kBritish Embassy. She teplied that surely I knew it

b was dangerous for Soviet citizens to go there. All
£ this, I realised, was an attempt to provoke me into
I compromising myself, and was done to try me out.
! Apother even more shocking instance of Russian
" student spying occurred to a student friend of mine
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from Uganda. He was
reading some mail and
looking at some family
photografhs in an
album, including one
of his fiancée. A
Russian student ob-
served this and a few
days later his album
disappeared from his
locker. It was returned
a few days later with
rude remarks scribbled
over the photographs.
The one of his fiancée tarried the inscription : “This
girl looks like an animal. She’s not fit to be your
gitl friend”. We could not believe that the Russian
authorities would approve of this, though it may
have been a way of breaking our morale and trying
to prevent us thinking too much about home. In

any case we complained to the Director of Accom- ¥
modation in the Institute. We were able to tell him
that one of our African students had seen 2 Russian -3
student returning the album to the locker. But as 73
far 25 we know no action was taken against the °

perpetrators of the incident, who might have
regarded it as
alJbum for examination by the authorities.

Then there was the time the Russians, with the
assistance of the uniformed State security students, @
arrested a Somali student. I would not say that this -3
student was exactly a model one or a paragon of 3
virtue, and this night he had certainly been drinking -3
and on returning to his room had become argu- 3§
mentative. The Russian students started beating 8
him up. Other African students came to try to ¥
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rt of their duty to remove the

sepatate .. .em. The Russians then threatened they
would call the Iraqis to come and fight the Africans,
and in fact did so. The next day the Director of the
Institute ordered the uniformed students to arrest
the Somali boy. We Aftrican students intervened,
& saying, “This is nothing to do with you policemen”.
# 1 was in the delegation that went to protest to the
‘4 Director, We asked him whether the policemen
‘S were students of the Institute or simply Army
3 people using our accommodation. In any case it
S8 scemed to us they had no right to interfere in a
3 matter of discipline against a fellow student, par- -
2B ticularly if they were not really part of the Institute.
3 The Director replied that it did not matter what
R they were—he had ordered them to help.

&  Yetanother particularly odious form of restricting
B our liberty was also effected partly through the
2 agency of the Russian student spies. We often tried
‘K to listen to Western radio stations, especially to the
. Voice of America for music, which many Russian
: students who were our good friends also liked to
t hear, and to the BBC for news. Some of us had our
E own radio sets. If we had Russian friends in the
¥ room they would often break into dancing—they
£ really enjoyed it. But the Russian student police,
£ both those in and out of uniform, used to snoop
E round the rooms and as soon as they heard us
€ listening to foreign stations they would go and
¥ inform the *“Commandant” of the Institute. We
- would then suddenly find the lights going out and
g the electric power being cut off, so putting the
¥ radios out of action.

£ Even when jamming of foreign stations was lifted
B in the period before the Summit Conference, these
g arbitrary power cuts were imposed, particularly at
k. the best listening times, so as to make it impossible
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for us to use our radio |
i adios. The best time for listenine &
is zf::? late at night, Officially h'gh:s %ﬁx}:lsitgninhc S
st at;_t:;as nz;itdzm.a.xﬁ]., blLllt lelrhencver any radio was 3
ird 2 ght, the lights and
extinguished. Here again th% Africang Oazﬁr c?:ﬁ::

useéi to plan their strategy and tactics at meetin
. 10 _complete secrecy. No Africans or evcg;

that 1 had to o

him because he vki’rg
head of the room. I
asked him, “By what
authority ?” He re.-
Plied he had been
appointed to the po-
sition by the Russian
Students’ Associa-

- [ h d
1t,; but if that were so I had becirll a;;gf;te}élci?tl?:

Black African Students’ i
; . Union (BASU). 1
particularly sore point with us (}t3hat [tji)le ;{:;:fa;
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put in to spy on us, :

argument with him ¥
and he blurted oyt #

tion. I told him I

suthorities bluntly and absolutely refused to recog-
‘nise the BASU, which we had formed in Moscow
sbsolutely constitutionally. Even Professor Potekhin

 firmly refused to address the BASU as such in any
P official communication, though he would use its
i functions as a platform for political pronouncements.

The Russian students got away with it, in theory,
by stating that their body in the Institute was
simply a Eranch of the Komsomol organisation of
the University. In fact, however, we knew that at
least some of the Russians in the Institute had been
suspended from the Komsomol and removed from

3B the University main building for minor mis-
4 demeanours. They had been put into the Institute
3 to watch over us and to redeem themselves with
& the authorities, if they could, by their zealousness

2 in 'sf%ynllg on us.

! e Komsomol organisation did, of course, exist

3B in the University. Indeed they were made into a
B kind of corps d’élite. A good Komsomol could, if
he pleased the authorities, get more money on his

“scholarship. We noticed in particular at dances and

5  other social functions that the Komsomols could
2B affogd to be better dressed. By their zeal they could

supplement their income by a couple of hundred
rouples a2 month. No foreign students, except the

4 Chipese, could normally be Komsomol members.
& What do they have to do to be “good Komsomols”?

Well, they certainly have to teport on and be partly
responsible for the behaviour of all theit fléllow
students. But they impinged on the lives of us
foreign students in particular, and in one very
unpleasant way.

If we managed to invite some Russian friends to
the: University, to the room of one of our fellow-

| students who lived there, we could be sure of a
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visit from at least one Komsomo! activist. Theyll letter from the
would simply “barge” into the room and listen andiil¥ and slanderin
join in the conversation without so much as a by3 :' ing she should be sto
your-leave. They would be particularly assiduous iff students. Such were
there were Russian gitls present as guests. In that§® were subjected.
case they would try to beff:’iend our guests and even¥ ~ Can you wonder
invite them to their rooms. Only When this bad-3& by this further incident
maanered behaviour led to protests, even from¥E in conclusion.
other Russian students, would they desist from these 3 fellow-students,
tactics. They then resorted to another method of
Err:vcnting Russians, and esgccia.lly Russian girls,?
m keeping up their friendships with us. Every:
guest who comes into the University is compelled:
to surrender his or her internal passport, which 3
every Russian is compelled to carry, to the office 3K
on the ground floor. They then have to declare }
whom they ate visiting and receive 2 pass for that 3§
room. The Komsomols task was easy. They simply
went to the office, got the details of the visitors from
their passports and either accosted them on their §
way out, or simply wrote a letter to their factory ot 3
their house warden. y
This is what happened to me and my friends one -§
Sunday evening. We had some guests in a room in §&
the main building. It was after 11.30 p.m., the zero 3
hour by which all guests must leave, but we did not {
notice the time. Soon there was a knock on the §
doot. A Komsomol activist asked why we still had 3
guests. We said we were just finishing our drinks. 73
He let us finish the drinks. But as our guests left the |
building the Komsomol accosted them, and then 3
began a regular interrogation of the Russian gitl §
who had been among the guests. She was not 3
allowed to have her passport until the next morning,
when she was again interrogated. We later learned ¥R
that her house warden had reccived a poison-pen ‘3R

b records. Suddenly the
£ the Russian student po

not

put. 1 did
up the film.
34

My friends

wetre onc

her personal

ped

from meeting

i rae e ke e T T
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iversity Komsomol, blackening
v/ cﬁaractet and demand-

African

e indignities to which we

that I was particularly incensed

which I would like to relate

and I in the Institute, all
day sitting in one of our
. rooms in the Institute playing some dance-music

door burst open and one of
lice came in and without any

the fthousands olf]j similar p
= aganda publications, ‘
I;f&lﬁ%g’;‘;c' I 1t:,ea'liscd the use to which the student

’ hs of our '
POl phz::r;gtri)pur innocent recreation to be
emanded he should give

. : .Id
prostituted HII{ i;h;:fz’gd_ It now became a matter of
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kind of permission
started taking photo-
graphs of our group.
We asked him why
he wanted to photo-
graph us. He replied
that he wanted to
show his friends how
happy we were. At
that moment an
image of the photo-
graphs of happy
African students
strung along the cor-
ridors of Professor
Potekhin’s Friend-
ship House, and of

hotographs in Soviet
flashed

through my
group would be



principle for me. I went to the Director, :
i _ ctot. I took 3
OREI::’ira.t;m;g;) ;:? r;zl: him T}I1 was not happy W??h ;}111:
3 -mates. They never seemed !
arrlythm gbbut stay in our rooms, I saidrrllccogl(::l nc:)(:
el(:v:h it 1111; my African fellow-students and myself 3
mgassu(icgo;cnrcl mtﬁot?fh our suit-cases. The 4
less, I demanded the rcturns was not so. Neverthe. §
ss, 1 det 1 of the phot
::;;1 fl m:;stcd on havmg the Wholcpﬁlcr}noir:g)}rli ii .
actioncvSOOIng- The Director refused to’ take any
acti v;h oL oycot?ed the Institute lectures. For E
i 0 tl:c aﬁyﬁn I did not attend a single lecture ;
_was surrendered t —un-
developed. I had it developed mysclf privately to |
as the right film. Neither the Russi
student nor the Director had th olonice, |
student nor irector fud e grace to apologise, 3
d from the Di 3
by way of explanation wa “th “be  spy. ]
. s that ] must b
gzhc;::;; gf[mv;ﬁ:ld 1_131'5 have handled the :Lﬂz}aiipgf
'. _with such expert kn :
Presumably he did not expect rEe to mc;:l::lfiggc{

cven the simpl :
O ming Gl T acts about developing and

| o
L/ 9/0/
STUDY AND INDOCTRINATION

16 sEVERAL days before the newly-joined fresh-
man at Moscow University is allowed to start
lectures or any kind of lessons. Whether this is
some kind of tactic aimed at the student’s psychology
or whether it is simply duc to the usual Russian
administrative chaos, I could never make out. 1

have known some new students have to wait as
long as a month befote they
could commence their studies.
But once you did start you had
to make up for the delays, for
the course was intensive.

For the first two or three
months, depending on progress,
you do nothing but Russian
language intensively—four hours
a day of lectures, then private
study, if you could manage it
in the cold, poor and cramped quarters. After this
initial petiod, Russian language Jessons were reduced
to two hours daily. For the first period all your
lectyres are given at the Institute. Later, in any cas¢
after two months, you study other subjects and
attend some lectures in the main building. 1f you
have many lectures there, your Russian lessons are
transferred to the Russian classes in the main
building.

The Soviet authorities lay great storc by the
initial period of training. All the Russian language
teachers at the Institute in my time were wome.
But this did not mean that they are not also skilled
polifical propagandists. I was put in a class with all
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Iragis. i " 3
mYq :;n g:n cf;ilrst thing T heard the lecturer say to4]
my amazet t was: “Forget everything you ever 3
feacat be re you came to Bussia”. We soon realised
that thi ar&rcant, in paftlc.ular, anything we had'f _
leamntina estern cgpltzhst” country, The reason -
we were g:;lracn for this somewhat startling injunc-'?'
tio s t since Russian was such a difficult o disagre
- t’fr Oe mtlll-lSt learn to think the way Russians "‘ s it
do, 1 gOfi - m the very start, on a clean slate, as it 3
e O t(;luarsc, we were told, you will not be
ble to d t at first, but you should pretend to
do fa::e i1:t ty}rlci)u in the right frame of mind. On R
el X s seems good advice for learning 2
mysclfgtﬁa d, indecd, I can certainly vouch for it 4
yself t it does work quite well. But, if you :
sotlnnkm cv:ha ut it more c]ccply you realise ﬂ’fi’t it J3s a 5
t gratuitous insult to your intelligence to
dumnd that you should forget everything that you E

do,

o

: ;E;gggl‘g,ﬂg when it 15 implied 4

= wilCh 1t 1y 1 as our .
5 t&‘; ers did, that what we had Teatar evea—3
“hrour 6wn__native countiiés Was hardly WO ‘.

' %t %ﬂet Russia had to ﬂfﬁf.m,mg_knmi

AT a0y rate It A3 ot take long for us Africans,

or i
even for the Iraqi students who were often

said, to understand the plan behin
d th
At first we were told, or lfad to read, sifn;hr:n:ttcl:r(}i

in Russi . ! 3
ussian about Russian historical and revolu- -3

| :l?;fhy ilicaﬂtlicrli and heroes. The teachets would

sxetch 1 ; u;é:kground of the simple sentences

conditiocy would compare this background with

condit ns in your own country, and of course

 would ?hacl;c :.:I:C thcii_c were many parallels. Thc}:
. us if we did not wi

countries had some revolutionary lcadeiihan%fer%ucrs
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inclined to accept uncritically what the Russians 3

ions put

 would be car
out little bits ©

ind mould out way ©
xisting thoughts and leani
with or ques
by the teacher,

complaining that {ou were
and that you had

way students were sorted
gories according to the sta

rather than their academic, 2
ds who had been longet

they told me that exactly the same
i their classes. The teachets

red notes with my frien

in the Institute,
tactics had been used 1n
eful not to go too fast,
f political Jessons at 2 time, testing

1 this way we were forced
‘hether we wanted to of 00
od as crude as that.

This method was us¢

etter go

the reactions of all the st
sorted out. When 1t dawned on me

they had them
question 1 W

the students.

‘8 1o expapd our VOC
words in common
Furpose we are given

rom the daily newspapet.

exetcise is no longer to pass opinions about our

what it was all ab
and when 1 was asked

We 2

One of the Russian

particulatly s
Dmitrievna.

ubtle appro
She would

d not merely to indoctrinate
£ thinking but to find out out
ings. If any of us started
tion some of the proposi-

to express an opinion
t. Yes, it is as simple

i

she would soon statt
wasting the class’s time
to another class. In this
out into different cate-
es of their political,
gbi]ities. When I com-_J

but Would.lct

udents in the class until

out, 1 pretended to play dumb,
a leading and provocative
ould reply, “I don’t know. 1 know
very little of the history of my country”.

After 2 mon ic |

abulary, we are going to use

contemporary language.
passages carefully selected

The object of this

dgment on the form
“capitalist” countries.
language teachers had 2
ach. Her name was Valeria
be very outspoken with us
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and would frankly tell us that the aim of

ricans to be free or educa

effect on other occasions
proclaimin

or days on end, and then yet again

have a thorough

teach our fellow-co

cousse, true, and in a senge the method works very
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by saying that the British, Frenc -’
and Americans do not wens

But all the Soviet in-3

] people, ind
cluding herself, wanted Pt)o help
Africans, Unfortunately, Valerig
Dmitrievna rather spoilt the]

that the African3

later. They told us they did this so that we should :

8rasp of the subject &
not need to refer to text-books wh]cn Wagcf:azzutlg {

untrymen or others. This is, of 3%

asses was to indoctrinate us, and that e tv[ell, but it is limiting. The political implications
sonally did® not agree with all this, We smdm, |

rcaHSCd l&cr { : . R ' '-
: a bit that she was dou?g this simplyJlk instances of Russian lecturers deliberately with-

# holding information, and my friends told me of
E other cases. Some students would ask question which
f required a serious and comparatively advanced
} answer. We were always told the problem would be
* dealt with in another class, but we never got the
- answers. On other occasions Russian lecturers
i would bluntly state that the answers to some ques-
: tions were a State secret. This frequently happened
- to foreign students in advanced physics and che-
. mistry lectures. I remember an African student in
e my class of a physics lecture asking some question
# about the application of Newton’s Third Law to
¥ the development of rocket sciences. The lecturer
g said he was not prepared to go into details because
8 it was a secret. He thereupon defended his attitude
% by delivering us a lecture on the wickedness of the
3 U-2 flights. Well, we all thought, this may be the
‘2 cold war but it is hardly magnificent, nor is it in

‘W best traditions o@ﬁ@ﬁgﬁ@gﬁﬁg&mﬂd.
B While 1 was in MoscoW there were not many

the system are obvious, too.
At the same time I myself witnessed at least two

cases of African students being prevented from
studying what subjects they wished, if they were
reglly determined to do so and if they threatened

B/ o leave unless they did. On the other hand the

: ¢ Russian 3§
© On repeating the same topic and ¥

nogmal system is for the Soviet authorities to choose

- the subject of a student’s further study in accordance

with what #bey consider the student’s country needs.
This may not agree with the ideas or estimates of
the student’s own country, but this is not usually
taken into account by the Russians. International
law is one subject that is absolutely banned to all
foseign students, except possibly to specially selected
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i iversi Mr.
ulsion from Moscow University of

t(t)lfno‘::XPOkullo, a graduate student from my own
country of Uganda, the Russian Minister remarked

ones whom the Russians believe they can trust,
This is 2 subject which the Russians think might :

reveal too much about thelr international political ‘3 that many other students might have to be expelled

strategy. p ; i added
. . . W ides Okullo, and pointedly facing me, ,
If students, even in all innocence, ask questions R%s;ie:xam le, stu dcnlzs who ask questions about

of the lecturers which prove to be embarrassing or - . e : viet
are considered by thcplccturcrs to be subversgive, Jcountties nhaving ,dcc?lﬁt‘if‘:%%ni:g??:ntsgn to
the students can get into serious trouble. I think [power”. More ominously © “Jar Uganda students
I can best illustrate this by my own experience, -§ accuse African, and in particular %V o o
The lecture, as far as I recall, was on “What is @ of acting as “spies for the West . s allegations
Communism ?” and the stock axiom was given to ‘§j what ptoof he had of such ‘g%cilnit;;)gur bugincss",.
us to analyse: “Communism equals Soviet Power § he brusquely snapped back, A ad we reflected
plus Electrification”. That, said the lecturer, was "§f (In Russian: Eto nashe de/:{-:) th::l t}fgﬁghts of your
progress. “Would you not like to see such progress j§as we left the Minister, 2
in your countries 7” he asked. While I agreed that -§ students.
my countty was not yet independent, I asked,
“gould not our African countries have their
revolution simply in the form of electrification
withowt Soviet power ? Is it essential, in other words,
that we copy the Soviet system of government ?”
The lecturer did not attempt to answer my question,
but promptly informed the Director of my Institute,
who later summoned me to his presence and said :
“You have asked a question you should not have
asked I’ I told him I genuinely wanted to know the
answer. Could we have electrification, but some
ther kind of political system than the Soviet ? The
Director’s reply was, “It will never be so”. (In
Russian : Taf ne budet) And he went on to tell me
that if I continued to ask such questions, the Soviet
authorities would be forced to conclude I did not
want to study in Moscow any more.

My unfortunate question was matked down
against me in the Soviet dossiers. When I was a
member of the delegation which went to the Soviet
Minister of Higher Education to protest against




Ghana, Guinea,
Kenya, Cameroun,
Somalia, Sudan and
Uganda. I represen-
ted my country of
Ugandaonthe Black
A%rican Students’
Union. The Russians
did their best to get
the Somali and Su-
danese students to
withdraw from
BASU. They used
the Iragis again to
try to persua e them
to break away. The
Somalis and Sudan-
ese come f rom
Arabic- sfp}eakﬁng
i is were told to ofter theém
j co:::lg:::iﬁ SOOEh ihgraﬁ;:.b League Association In
" rl\rfllosc:ow. aving used this bait, powtchvcg,o t?nealli?g;ii
' when they had succeeded in gettin thcm malls and
Sudanesetobreak away,then refused them p n
joi Association except on 'y
to ioin the Ar?.t.) League a0 P alis et
dition. This was that the
g?l?it:l::sccgl?ould persuadg ihc rcmagnlggi;r:fgl::;st 1?12
the BASU to join the Arab Leagu€® ssk ation on the
basis of individual countrics an‘c.lll éna e 2 federation
i refused because we could sce tha
Zfr::;.nvi;vrc to liqul;idatc 'thcsu;:ﬁrotfa ct?if:sliﬁsblrjéak
The Russians used variou ‘ k
d set its members agatnst cac
lclfhctslr.l 9lngsnE:I t?rlne the chairman klcr)lfd thtg I;l;%t;liﬁ
: te should be a of u
gig 2;:.3 tlljlgtiotxlllcfor the Institute. This would be

AFRICANS AGAINST AFRICANS

UssIANS love you to love them. But they seem
R to hate other people to love each othet. The &
clearest proof we had that the Russians were ‘§
notat allkeen for Africans to get together was theper-
sistent refusal of the Soviet authorities to recognise
our Black African Students’ Union in Moscow. The 3%
President of our Union was Mr. Sou of Guinea TR
and the Secretary was Mr. Ilengesa Peri of the
Congo. We really felt we had an organisation truly
representing the interests of African students from ¥
south of the Sahara. At the same time our relations 3
with the students of the United Arab Republic were I
of the friendliest, and we got on extremely well 3.
with the Algerians and Moroccans. We were by
no means on unfriendly terms with the Iraqi S
students. Unfortunately the Russians secemed to
regard thevIraqis as their stooges and trouble- }
shooters, and called them in whenever there was §
any dirty work to be done against the African %
students. An occasion 1 well remember was when
a friend of mine, an African, had quarrelled with §
a Russian student over a gitl. A Komsomol official
:Eproached an Iraqi student to give evidence against
¢ African. As a result the African was turned out
of his room in the University and sent back to the
Institute, where he had originally had his quarters.
But one of the worst cases of the Russians trying to
split the Africans up occurred over the Black African
tudents’ Union. This had been constitutionally
formed and had a committee of one representative
elected from each of the following countries:
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had already be

be }&amcs to this organisation,

_ other body which th i i
in onother ncu);ralisc e Russians tried to sct up

€ summoned, in the name of th i
House, representatives from the BAS?J I:;Izgglslhlag

m _Algerian and Moroccan students. On this
occasion I again represented the Uganda students

to provide regular reports—he did no i .
t v
whom the report would go—about pohimalcifycutlc

tural and economic developments in Africa, The 3 |

seminar .would act unde; the direction of the

needed to draw up these rcciports. The working

s uld not receive an .
We saw that this seminar would havcy It):r};

objectives. First, to provide a kin un
objec A d of i
mtilhgcncc agency for the Russians, andosccon%?d
to break up the BASU. Potekhin made it a cog-’
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en made and expected th on
metely to approve them. As a rels)ult we rci'us[?:l“:: |

o the BASU : 3
sivse e S o e BASU v smiac 5§
rofessor Potekhin was delegated to form this body. 3

appointed there and then. We replied that the idea
might be 2 good one but we would have to consult
and report to all our fellow members. Evidently,
however, Potekhin had already sounded and per-
suaded the Sudanese and Algerian representatives.
These also began to demand that the officials should
be appointed on the spot. We refused and this
naturally brought us into conflict with the Sudanese
and Algerians., We told Potekhin that the BASU
might consider the proposal only if he wrote
officially to its Secretary. The whole project fizzled
out because this demand of ours was one which
Potekhin would never meet.

The refusal of the Russians ever to address any-
thing officially in writing to the BASU, and thus
imply recognition, was very marked. I remember
on one occasion last June that the Friendship
House, the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee, and
Moscow University sent invitations out, but only
to individual students asking them to come to 2
mecting to discuss celebrations for an important
“Africa Day”. (Incidentally, the Russians were
always filling our calendar with variously contrived
“Africa Days”, to give them an excuse to invite
us to parties, where there would be much jollifi-
cation and they would take photographs of African
students in happy mood, in order to use them as
E:opaganda gictm'cs.) We agreed that this day should

celebrated, but suggested that it should be the
African students who should organise it, not the
Russians, though of course they would be welcome
to participate. The Russians said they had already
made arrangements, includin% the printing of
invitation cards. This was of course a tactless
though perhaps unintended insult to us. The
Russians Exad invited us to discuss arrangements but
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had already made most of them themselves. We

said that as they had already arranged everything e |

they had better go ahead without us. This a

caused differences of opinion between the BASU E

and one or two Sudanese and Iraqis who had been
won ovet by the Russians.
The Russians would also try to drive wedges

between us over political issues. Perhaps the most

glaring examples were when the Russians prohibited
us from demonstrating against the French Sahara
atomic bomb tests at the beginning of this year
and again when they tried to persuade us African
students to make a written declaration against
President Nasser. On the first occasion the Russians
to begm with, gave us moral support and said thc);
would certainly back our protests against the
Sahara bomb tests. I was going to act as official
photographer during the demonstration and I was
therefore one of those summoned to a meeting
which the Russians later called to discuss the pro-
ject. We were flabbergasted when the Russians
suddenly announced that we would not be per-
mitted to stage our demonstration. We realised
soon afterwards the reason : Khrushchev was going
to Paris, and from then on Soviet propaganda was
full of the efforts he was
going to make to strengthen
political and economic rela-
tions with France. But at the
meeting the Russian repre-
Y sentatives said that the reason
we could not demonstrate was
that some foreign students
were against it. They speci-
fically named the ngip:tu-
dents and those from the
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United Arab Republic as being opposed to the

demonstration. We naturally started criticizing and

| arguing with the Iraqi and UAR delegations, before

we realised that the Russians were either lying or
that they had somehow forced a few Iragis and
Sytians to say that they were against the demonstra-
tion. ‘The meeting broke up in confusion.

The case of the Nasser protest was somewhat
similar. When President Nasser showed himself not
altogether amenable to Soviet policies, and especially
when he took steps against Communists in his own
country, Soviet propaganda began to attack him
indirectly through international Communist publi-
cations and through other Middle East Communist
Parties. Last spring the Soviet Government in-
structed the University authorities to organise the
foreign, and especially the African, students to make
a declaration of protest against Nasser’s policies.
As I have already mentioned nearly all the other
African students were on very good terms with
their fellows from the United Arab Republic, so
we refused to do as the Russians bid us. But they
tried to cause trouble between us over this issue.

On another, similar occasion the University
officials called a meeting of all foreign students to
protest against the American U-2 incident last May.
In fact very few students attended. But the Russians
wanted all the foreign students to sign a document

- of protest and to send a telegram to the United

Nations Otrganisation. The BASU representative,
who on that occasion was our President, Mr. Sou
of Guinea, refused. He said he recognised this
might be a matter of importance but as the Russians
had refused us permission to demonstrate on other
occasions we could not even consider the proposal

until the Russians recognisedour Union. Inthe second
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BhCC, he said, this was a matter between the Soviet 3 we called an internal colonialism, Which meant that

nion and the USA. It was not right of the Soviet 3
authorities to try to force us to jeopardise relations
between our own African countries and the USA 3

by making us students speak in the name of our

countries. Here again the Russians managed to &
persuade some Somali students to draft a protest 2%
telegram to UNO. But because of the obvious j
OP&sition of the BASU, the telegram was not sent. 4
‘ ¢ thing which particularly annoyed us was g
that the Russians were only too ready to use the T

BASU as a propaganda platform. I remember one

‘occasion when Professor Potekhin was invited to 3

& party to welcome new African students to the

University in Movember 1959. Even now I, as one 3K
the newcomers, can recall very clearly what the

sor said on that occasion : “The time is not &
far distant when all African countries will become . ¥

Communist . . . We Russians are quite sure that this
will happen, because if these countries teally want
to be liberated a revolution must take place in all
these countries”. Most of us African students who
tened to him understood that what he meant was
that the present Governments and leadets of our
countries would either have to turn Communist or

would have to be overthrown by a Communist- f-L

revolution,

It was made quite obvious to us by Potekhin and
by the Russian lecturers on other occasions that
Russia wanted to use the African countries against
what they called “Western imperialism”, But they
could only use mﬁm tool if

were Communist. The common saying among
us African students in Moscow was that Africa

might have to endure two mote colonialisms : first
of all 2 Communist colonialism and secondly what
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4 ﬁowcrful and large countries inside Africa which
a

d already achieved their independence would try
to impose their au-

thority over weaker
and younger Afri-
can States. Never-
theless, this kind of
talk from Potekhin
distutbed us and
caused dissension
among us, as it was
& obviously intended
to do.

Another issue
over which the Rus-
sians caused trouble
among us was reli-
gion. Quite a few
African students at

~ Moscow were Moslems, Thete were also several
48 Christians, among them at least two Catholics,
- who were from Uganda. The Moslems naturally

wanted to celebrate theit important religious
festivals, patticularly Ramadan. They told the
Director of the Institute that they would not be
able to attend lectures on the days of the festival.

A The Director replied that there were no religious

festivals recognized in Russia, But the students said
that jn some of their own countries, for example in
the UAR, even the Government does not work on
these days ; so how could they, if they were to be
loyal to their own countries, violate the festival by
working. The Director, very reluctantly, gave in
to their demands. But at the same time the Russians
would start arguing with the students who were
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believers and would try to incite others agiinst
. The Russians would ask why they came to

a country where God was not acknowledged if
they were believers. They would reply that they
came simply as students and that their religious
beliefs had nothing to do with it. The Russians
would then say that it was the Soviet Government

that gave them their scholarships and that it was
dishonourable of them to accept those scholarshi

if they were not prepared to contribute to the '3

ideology of the Soviet State. The Russians were of

course very careful never actually to prohibit
students, either in writing or by oral declaration, .3
from practising their religion, but their attitude was '3

such that it could not fail to put moral pressure on
the believers and to cause bad blood between them
and the other students.

The Russians would also try to cause trouble

een students on a personal and individual level,
The Russian authorities used to employ many
selected African and Asian students as paid em-
ployees in official organisations. For example, the
Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee in Moscow had
scveral paid employees from the student body. If
these proved their loyalty in their work at the
Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee offices the Russians
would train them to be used as agents in their own
countries.

Another Soviet agency which made widespread
use of African students was Moscow Radio, The
Africans would be used for their knowledge of their
native language. But very often they would dis-
agrec and refuse to broadcast the material handed
to them by the Russians. Many of these were
honest young men and I remember a particular
instance when 2 friend of mine who was employed
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by Moscow Radie, and who had just been taken on
as an announcer in the new Swahili Service o1
Moscow Radis, came to me in considerable distress
because he had been asked to broadcast material
about the Soviet Union which he knew to be
untrue. By selecting students whom they paid and
treated with special favour, the Russians created
suspicion between them and the others, the more
so when it was realised that in many cases the
Russians were bribing some of the students to say
things against their own fellow Africans. A par-
ticular blatant case of this was when Moscow Radio
and other Soviet propaganda organisations ttied
to get students to denounce and vilify Mr. Okullo,
a graduate student from Uganda who had studied
in Moscow University but had been expelled by
the Russians on technical grounds and had then
ublished truthful accounts about his experiences
in Moscow after he had returned to the free world.
The Russians wete too subtle to force students
directly to slander Okullo or others Who had fallen
into theit disfavour, What the Russians would do
would be to persuade the African students to tell
the story of their experiences in Moscow in a very
favougable and highly exaggerated form, giving a
complgtely contrary picture to that given, for
example, by Mr. Okullo. For this the students were
paid by Moscow Radio or Soviet newspapets. The
Russians would then set these favourable accounts
against those given by Mr. Okullo. In this way
Moscow Radio, tor example, would concoct a pro-
gramme in which it would say other African students
had proved Okullo to be ‘a liar by refuting his
accounts with a completely comrary picture.
Since leaving Moscow I have heard from other
African friends that the Russians were attempting
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to bribe African students by direct offers of mon
to denounce Okullo. They are unlikely to pcrsuaz

many honest African students to denounce their ‘M

own fellows, but this would not distress the Russ;
> IS Would 1 ans
very much. For their object is not metely to blacken
the character of African students who disagree with
but to sow suspicion and mistrust among the

Africans left in Moscow in ord
ol o left I order to keep them weak

MEETING THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE

HAVE already related how closely controlled our
movements were inside the University itself. Even
to get from one sector of the University to another
you have to show your propusk about three times on
an average. Regulations in the University are getting
stricter every year. At one time, for example,
female students had their quarters in the same part
of the buildings as the male students. A year or two
ago they were completely separated. The year before
I joined the Russian Language Institute, the hostel
ok! which was described on the passes as “the house
of the student” (in Russian, dom students), female
students, so 1 was told, were also quartered in the
same building. After 1959, no female students lived
in the Institute.
The movements
of foreign students
outside the Univer-
sity were in a sense
even more restric-
ted. We were, of
course, allowed to
moveaboutMoscow
uitefreely. But,like
other foreigners,
we were subject to
the 20 kilometre
limit. This meant
that we were not
allowed to travel
further than 20 kilo-
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metres (about 12 miles) outside the centre of Moscow - 1
g;;t}.lout obtaining special permission from the

viet authorities. In addition, large ateas of the §
Soviet Union were completely banned to us students 4

Moscow on his own he had t i
COW 0 Write i
application to the Director, who then infoi‘mscfzie cti:el

for Foreign Affairs and the Ministry f
] or Inte
mAﬁ'mrsB Of course there were the or;ya.njscd hoﬁlillla;
tor b'cc:;]t’ as several of my friends told me who
A S ooen t(s:)nwtht:m, lihey were very dull.
ere taken to the regular touri
places and were never able to Wgal.[]lldct olflfngfl stllzzg
own etc(l) any extent ot to explore the places they
wanted to see. Most of the time on these tours was
wasted, intentionally, by the Soviet authorities, who
organized receptions and parties by young Com-
Eunil)s:a;)rgamzatlc_)ns.and by the Pioneers, that is
| eu: ch organization of the Komsomol which
o braces the very youngest children. There would
thjeso_ngs'a.tld cheers and greetings and of course
b inevitable numerous photographs of the
i f;t::rsc WSorn:zeltxrncs; whole days of the
_-ngliﬁmtion. asted on this kind of organized
e The bait that the Russians employed to encourage
f 5 &ui)gn Stll).ldCﬂ(‘.S to go on these holidays was the
%D roubles pocket money paid to each student
\ ?9 ed to participate. However, in 1960, as
.n 1959, it was announced that the 2,000 rouiales
gzmmm t would not be made. In fact the last time
'I'ht ¢ pocket money was paid out was in 1958
e excuse given by the Russians was that the
money had to be used to pay for the holiday fares
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s ! & my ti
) just as tl(:;ey wete to all other foreigners. In practice, if 5 3 4
.+ any student wanted to travel any distance outsi’de l

IR

B  of the many other foreign students who wanted to
& travel to and inside Russia.

=

The only African student that I remembet during
me to travel on his own was 2 friend of mine

from Ghana. He went to Kiev and further south

' in Russia. But he only managed to make the trip
¥ because he was absolutely determined, and before
appropriate Soviet authorities, that is the Ministry N 3 he got permyusion

for it he had to undergo 2
rigorous  grilling from the Director. Another
African student friend of mine simply wanted to go
to the outer subutbs of Moscow to visit the parents
of his fiancée. An hour or two after he got there
the volice calied and demanded to see his passpot.
At first he refused to show it, saying that he was
not committing any crime. However, the police
threatened his fiancée and her parents until she was
compelled to reveal his name. The police then tele-
phoned the Univesity to ask if he had permission
to travel outside the limit. When they discovered
he did not have this permission they threatened
him with arrest, unless he left and returned to
Moscow within two hours.

In theory it is possible for a foreignet, as for any
other Russian, to buy a ticket to travel anywhere
in the Soviet Union, but in fact documents ate
checked before you get on the train or just after-
wards and if you are a forcigner on a long distance
train you will be put off unless your documents
carry the appropriate endorsement from the Soviet
authprities giving you permission to travel.

Another thing that makes it virtually impossible
for a foreign student to travel is that he will be
unable to get accommodation in any hotel unless
he has the proper documents. I expetienced this
difficulty myself. Partly as a protest against the
insapitary living conditions in the Institute’s hostel,
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" Director. In reply to his

and the difficulty of doing any work there, I
decided to move to a hotel for a “symbolic” two or

Moscow, but went to the Peking Hot@l, where 1

. tion. The manager looked at my passport and thea
telephoned the University authorities. The manager
then turned to me and said there was no room in
the hotel. He was careful not to give me a direct
refusal. I became very angry because I knew he was
lying. I asked him whether he thought I was a
child. Some of the staff had already told me that
there were many rooms free in the hotel which, in
any case, was only about half full at this time of
E:[. The manager of the hotel finally shrugged

is shoulders and simply asked me: “What can I

. do? ” (in Russian, Cfto ya mogu delat 7). On my
return to the Institute 1 was summoned by the

uestioning, I told him

' that conditions were so bad that I had decided to

» go to the hotel. But I am afraid it did not have

m{):f]ft on our conditions in the Institute.
ing the holidays, of course, all students had

( to live in the accommodation provided by the

University. This did not make much difference for
most of the year. Our holidays in winter were only

. three or four days at the New Year, and about two

weeks in the :Eé_ing. But in the long summer holi-
~ days it was a different matter. The only alternatives

~one had were to go on the conducted tour, to stay
- in Moscow in the students’ hostel or, with great

difficulty, and after endless interrogation and

unpleasantness to get special permission to go off
on one’s own,

With one exception, it was, of course, quite
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three days. I did not even attempt to go out of

- bad been accommodated on my first arrival in
Moscow and where 1 was known to the administra- ki 3

N . . . an
impossible for a student to get a part-time job 1

4 Moscow, or anywhere else in Russia, if he wanted
" »

enough money for a holiday
o le':i[: 1251;, E&f: ‘;cnilypjobs a%railablc were the ;fnes
Ok?c Soviet Government allocated through the 2 (1}(-)-
tAsian Solidarity Committee ot with Moscow Kadio.

" But of course not every student could get these.

Employees were selected on the basis of theit

ili ' displayed during
o hility to the Soviet cause, a8
{:cl:lttllizlestznd on other occasions and rcported;1 stic; ;hz
i iti ber on one OcCC
Soviet authorities. 1 rcmcmd L O O he
¢ asked if we wanted tO §
lcfmzcd trips to Kiev, Leningrad ot tth Béac;l;
Sc%. during the coming summer holidays. On o
the students in our class, an Iraqi, said fhe giar}atc
to get 2 job for the holid;ys toH saveklég tﬁé n csturer
le to fiy home to lraq. ke as .
;3:: :c;?r)icc. She}:r replied that it Was extremﬂy flﬁ(f;i?lllcutlli
even for Soviet students to get jobs and s t—:W ’ kn%: nt
foreign students Wouldbhavc tx}ll(; Clngsl;iin e kaew
was lying about an !
%ht;uss};c many gf them from the Umvcr51ltly }}:;1:
alcready been taken off to do wotk on thehcc(:i ecncctlta A
farms and building sites c:len before .terr(x)lura - ed.
i i i t in
te all the difficulties put, r
dicIl) c;?;nagc to make friends with quite 2 few
Russians outside official citcles. f\nd tlcllcvag:ri V:;?;
1 earnea.
riends too, as we soon lear : ;
a(():zisgdcmblc tisl’{ to them to associate with foriir;
students, even with Africans, ‘Tifltclil w}gosc c?rlilélnd.ly
, -
1 t pretended to be SO
the Soviet Government p D 0 s
" jan family took us forelg
Many a good Russian us foreign suuce
into ' ted us with kin :
inta theit midst and trea i e e by
them unfortunately, were ma
(t)}fc hSoviet authorities simply because they had

befriended us toO well.
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The Russians of course have many ways of 3§

ﬁndmfg out about their own citizens who associate
with

reigners. As most students discovered, every ¥
house block contains at least one employee of the il

I DECIDE TO LEAVE MOSCOW

secret police, or house-warden, who repotts on the i

guests that his tenants have. Also many neighbours

% ceptionally close watch kept on the inhabi- 5
&+ tants of the rooms and flats. I remember vividly on ‘il
i - several occasions going to visit friends who lived "I

in 2 room in one of the blocks near the University.

Every house I Smsscd in the neighbouthood of the 3
to have at least one person staringy :

Institute seeme
at me to see if I would go into any of the houses.
.. When I went in and knocked at the dootr I would
i hear other doors opening. Someone would then
. round to the other rooms and announce, “Kﬁ

African comrade has come” (in Russian : . Ifricanski |

;;,, tovarischch prishel). Several of my friends’ neighbours
" would then come in and start asking question. At
. .. first this procedure was probably meant to be 2

% friendly gesture. Afterwards it became embarrassing,

=

i

X

" " of these neighbours would be acting as an informer.
- 'When I spoke about this to other African students

at the University they told me they had had more
or less the same experience.

]

> because 1 and my friends realised that at least one - e 1

isboth“Yes” and
inMoscow, Myanswer s bot
f?gg"yﬁg;maﬂy one is not followed, at l?st c;lo:
- if one sti.lys inside Mos%)\{)rl. On gcfgrté};l san?deit
' i another probably eve ;
ax:e {)1;251 ?;llowcd b)l: Soviet secret police a%lentsr.ni
orfl know of one occasion on which 1 a.él ﬁfm?tel
fcllgw African friends of mine wete C€ y

4 - nave often been asked whether 1 was actually
?}r are spies. In the immediate neighbourhood of the fi: ;' I
.. Institute where we Africans lived there seemed to . .3

s‘followcd. We had been to 2 hotel in the centre of

oscow because we heard that
2{fricnd of ours from Africa had
arrived. After leaving the hotel
we got on to 2 bus. When we
t out, two men, Who had also

entered the bus when we did,
followed us, though it was not
for some minutes before We
realised that we were being
followed. We decided to go 1ntO
the Metro, or underground rail-
way. The two plain-clothes
policemen, as we realised they
' must be, followed us.t}?(fe grztrz
' latform, then moved to another.
Xg:rtc:ﬁez?scvgcre exactly copied by the two Wa::?g(r)sli
We only eluded them by jumping out stlgf station
iust when the doots wete closing, an

Fiw ivi d frivolous

:« may sound rather trivial an

bult%lt ctzlzjeztes ay;l atmosphere where you feel you; :;icl
heing watched and spied upon the whole time,
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3 Friendship Univetsity woul
2| ._ ould
% g

- § covered with microphones in most if not all of the

be:;nds and colleag

: ere was, of course, re

use the Russian stude

Wl;en we discussed thi
and withURussian fri chis sub
$cparate University whi h
to establish undtzr thf(:: ;2;

rooms, whether the Russians

students at the

Mmost of us had ve
any of our Russian

ues would get into trouyble

University. On the contr
- a ’
friends among thcml:y
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ject amongst o .
ends we felt sure tghat t‘-;ll?:crllxcrg . ¢
Russians were poing &
goin
¢ of The PCOPL-,'%
Ccha_[nly be Weu

k' meet Mr. Khrushchev in the streets on his return
& from his triumphant tours they would often simply

ignore the summons and show that they saw through °

e propaganda.
"One of the things which often brought us

& together with the Russian students was listening to
g modern jazz music. Large numbers of them appre-
@ ciated the better kind of jazz and also realized and
- acknowledged that it had developed from the folk
. music of the African people. Of course the American
* students had many jazz records and often used to

listen to jazz an

rock-'n’-roll. It was really the

pularity that this type of music gained among
E?Jssian students, thus bringing them into close
contact and friendship with American and African
students, that really decided the Soviet authorities
to condemn this kind of music. In other words,
as we saw quite obviously, rock-"n’-roll was con-

demned by Khrushchev and the authorities not on -

aesthetic, but mainly on Eolitical, rounds.

1 have already spoken about the Soviet efforts to
ptevent us and their own students from listening
to foreign radio broadcasts. Another way in which
we African students felt cut off from the outside
world was in being unable to buy any non-
Communist newspapers in Moscow at all. In some
places one could buy such Communist newspapers
as the Dasly Worker, which is the organ of the
British Communist Party, or /’Humanité, the French
equivalent. I never saw a single African newspaper
on sale.

Jt was this atmosphere of petty restriction in our
personal life and official opposition to Africans
having a political opinion of their own which makes
life for the African students in Moscow very trying,
if not impossible. At the end of my first academic
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year 10 Moscow I decided I was doing myself and

my country more harm than good by staying there
under such humiliating conditions. I certainly have
no quarrel with the Russian people. On the con-
trary, I entertain only feelings of friendship towards
them. But I was not going to allow the Soviet
authorities to treat me as 2 kind of p gpct whose
mind and personality was to be moulded accotding

to their will. I asked for an exit visa saying that I
" wished to visit Europe for a holiday.

Officially I am still a member of Moscow Uni-
versity and I have had no open breach with the
Soviet authorities. I wish to put this on record
because Soviet ti::ropaganda judging by its past
performance with at least one fellow countryman
. of mine, may well start saying that 1 was expelled
from the University for breaking its regulations.
As I have said I still have many friends in Russia,
both Russians and fellow Africans. Some of the
latter even charged me before I left to let the world
know the true facts of how foreign students are
treated in Russia. If I have succeeded in telling at
least part of the story I feel 1 have done my fu
towards my friends in Russia and towards my fellow
Africans in my own continent.




