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Alfonso Caso — 1896-1970

- Monte Alban I (500-100 av. n.e.)
- Monte Alban II (100 av.-200 de n.e.)
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- Monte Alban IIIb (500-750)
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- Monte Alban V (1000-1521)
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Phase Tierras Largas (1400-1150 av. n.e) Phase San José (1150-850 av. n.e)
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Monte Alban I & II (500 av. n.e -250 de n.e)
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Fl ann ery & Figure 2. Zapotec irrigation techniques areseen  were served by spring-fed canals. The canals

most clearly at Hierve el Agua, where thou-  have turned to stone through the deposition of

Marcus 1 976 sands of square meters of agricultural terraces  travertine,

Chapter 4

Studying Ancient Water Management

in Monte Alban, Mexico, to Solve Water
Issues, Improve Urban Living,

and Protect Heritage in the Present 2019
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Vallée de
Zaachila-Zimaltlan

Araceli Rojas and Nahuel Beccan Davila

Abstract In the past, between the sixth century BCE and the ninth century CE, the
Zapotec people managed rainwater in Monte Albdn, in the state of Oaxaca, south
of Mexico, through terraces, canals, dams, and wells. Water was a keystone of their
worldview and ritual practice. Today, this knowledge is in oblivion. Rapid but irreg-
ular urbanization threatens the remnants of these water control systems, still hidden
on this archaeological hill site. Our ongoing interdisciplinary project, Parque Monte
Albdn, has centered on the water that flows down the hill and offers new strategies
to increase the value and quality of water by revitalizing and redesigning ancient
hydraulic technology. In the short and long term, our solutions can restore the natu-
ral environment, improve the quality of urban living, and help protect archaeological
heritage.

Keywords Water management + Urban planning - Monte Albdn - Heritage -
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El Palmillo
Feinman & Nicholas 2012
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