
 

 

In English, there is no future tense in the same way as in French. 

 

But there are several ways of expressing the future. 

 

1/ “will” + the base form of the verb (i.e. the infinitive without “to”) is used: 

i) to make general predictions about the future. 

Tomorrow it will rain. 

During the holidays, I will see some movies/films. 

ii) “will” is also used to express an immediate action. It is hot in here. I will open the 

window. 

 

2/ “going to” is used to express intentions. 

This afternoon, I am going to buy a pair of boots. Then, in the evening, I’m going to see a 

friend. 

 

3/ The present progressive can also be used for arrangements: i.e. actions which are already 

well planned in the future, especially if you know the time and place. 

Céline is spending Christmas in her husband’s family, in Dinard. 

 

4/ Lastly, the present simple is used for timetables (for trains, etc.) and schedules. 

The next train leaves for Brussels at 10:34 am. 

 

See some exercises online here: 

 

1/ Test English: 

https://test-english.com/grammar-points/b2/future-forms-expressing-future-time/ 

 

2/ englisch-hilfen 

https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises/tenses/future.htm 

 

You can also watch these videos: 

 

1/ English Panda: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79Yxp84s0KI 

 

2/ English like a native: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n51OKS83yDY 
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