Comparatives and Superlatives in English
When do we use them?
We use comparatives to compare two things.
We use superlatives to talk about the most or the least in a group (three or more things).
1. Short adjectives (1-2 syllables)
Rule:
· Comparative: add -er
· Superlative: add -est
Examples:
	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	tall
	taller
	the tallest

	fast
	faster
	the fastest

	small
	smaller
	the smallest

	cold
	colder
	the coldest


Example sentences:
· Tom is taller than Ben. (comparing two people)
· Sara is the tallest in our class. (comparing in a group)
· Today is colder than yesterday.
· January is the coldest month.

2. Adjectives ending in -y
Rule: Change -y to -i and add -er or -est.
Examples:
	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	happy
	happier
	the happiest

	easy
	easier
	the easiest

	busy
	busier
	the busiest


Example sentences:
· Math is easier than science for me.
· She is the happiest person I know.

3. Long adjectives (2+ syllables, especially from 3 syllables)
Rule:
· Comparative: use more + adjective
· Superlative: use the most + adjective
Examples:
	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	beautiful
	more beautiful
	the most beautiful

	expensive
	more expensive
	the most expensive

	interesting
	more interesting
	the most interesting


Example sentences:
· This book is more interesting than that movie.
· It is the most beautiful place I have ever seen.
4. Irregular adjectives
These do not follow the rules – you must memorize them.
	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	good
	better
	the best

	bad
	worse
	the worst

	far
	farther/further
	the farthest/furthest


Example sentences:
· My pizza is better than yours.
· This is the best day ever!
· His cold is worse today.
· That was the worst film I’ve seen.
5. Spelling rules for short adjectives
· One vowel + one consonant: double the consonant
big → bigger → the biggest
hot → hotter → the hottest
· Ending in -e: just add -r or -st
large → larger → the largest
nice → nicer → the nicest

6. Using comparatives and superlatives
Comparatives:
Use than when comparing two things.
· “My car is older than your car.”
Superlatives:
Use the before the superlative.
· “She is the smartest student in the school.”
· Often used with phrases like in my family, in the world, of all.

7. Practice examples
1. Elephants are bigger (big) than horses.
2. Mount Everest is the highest (high) mountain in the world.
3. This exercise is more difficult (difficult) than the last one.
4. Who is the best (good) football player in your team?
5. Summer is hotter (hot) than spring.

Quick summary table
	Type of adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	Short (tall)
	taller
	the tallest

	Ending in -y (happy)
	happier
	the happiest

	Long (beautiful)
	more beautiful
	the most beautiful

	Irregular (good)
	better
	the best


Remember:
· Two things → comparative (+ than).
· Three or more things → superlative (the ... -est / the most ...).
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