Notes on our discussion on education
Time is money > a common idiom
I study step by step
I read the main textbooks
I download existing flash cards
Take slides, make summaries and flash cards
AI can be very useful.
The students have to do simulations
“to break the ice”
Training is not the same as “formation” (in English “formation” is the shape something, or the shape of a group of people, often soldiers). In French “formation” means training.
It is important to mix teaching and practical experience.
Focus on students’ weak points.
Learning and applying together is very important.
Algebra, statistics, discreet maths
Embedded systems
Business studies, freelancing
Doubling up groups for ASWP
Plausibly > something which is likely to be true > very possible (reasonably, credibly, probably)
To pursue > to follow 
A pursuit > is a search, a hunt for “the pursuit of happiness” (actually, I think if you have the possibility to pursue your own happiness, that already makes you quite happy)
Education is meant to be an emancipatory process, it is meant to help people think freely and individually.
Pronouncing “actually”:
In British English, the emphasis is on the first syllable.
In American, there is an equal emphasis.
Similarly, in advertisement, in British English, the emphasis is on the first two syllables, but Americans would say advert- ise -ment
Here is a Zoom AI summary of the class, and a word list of 15 of the most unusual words, their definitions and synonyms.
Urology – Branch of medicine dealing with the urinary system and male reproductive organs; synonyms: genitourinary medicine, urinary medicine.
Ophthalmology – Medical specialty concerned with the eyes and vision; synonyms: eye medicine, ocular medicine.
Theatrical (in "theatrical surgery") – Relating to surgery performed in an operating theater; synonyms: operative, surgical.
Suturing – The process of sewing tissue together with stitches; synonyms: stitching, sewing.
Embedded (in "embedded systems") – Computer systems integrated into larger devices or machinery; synonyms: integrated, built-in.
Discrete (in "discrete mathematics") – Distinct, separate, or unrelated; synonyms: separate, distinct.
Plausible – Seeming reasonable or probable; synonyms: credible, believable.
Tandem – Working together in a coordinated way; synonyms: collaboration, partnership.
Anki – A flashcard app for spaced repetition learning; synonyms: flashcard tool, memorization app.
Freelancing – Working independently for different clients; synonyms: self-employment, contract work.
Memorization – The process of committing something to memory; synonyms: rote learning, recall.
Curricula – The subjects comprising a course of study; synonyms: syllabus, program.
Syllable – A unit of pronunciation; synonyms: phonetic unit, sound segment.
Etiquette – The customary code of polite behavior; synonyms: manners, protocol.
Inquiry – An act of asking for information; synonyms: investigation, exploration.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Quick recap
The group discussed various educational experiences and career paths, including medical studies, computer science, and engineering, with participants sharing their approaches to studying and practical training. They explored the role of AI tools in education and the importance of balancing theoretical knowledge with hands-on experience, while also discussing the influence of family and practical considerations in their educational choices. The conversation concluded with a discussion on the concept of education and pursuing happiness, including pronunciation differences between British and American English, and plans for future English practice sessions.
Next steps
· Nicholas: Suggest to the teacher group on Sunday the idea of pairing with another English teacher to provide 4 class possibilities per week instead of 2
· Nicholas: Write to other English teachers to discuss working together in tandem to provide more class possibilities during the week
· Nicholas: Continue working on the education topic on Monday, especially if Mara is present
· Nicholas: Go through Aya's list of class topics slowly in future sessions
Summary
Internship Completion and Academic Progress
Nader completed his internship and is now a qualified general practitioner, with plans to specialize in urology due to its lower stress level compared to other surgical specialties. Aseel is currently taking mid-term exams at university, including programming, analysis, data analysis, and data structure, which are conducted on computers despite challenges with electricity and charging.
Exam Schedules and Academic Updates
The group discussed exam schedules and academic progress. Lia revealed she is in her final semester, taking an introduction to translation course that covers various translation methods, and will begin exams on February 5th. Aya mentioned she has final exams starting February 7th, while Nader shared he has completed his courses and is awaiting an exam to determine his specialization in urology, ophthalmology, or theatrical surgery.
Effective Study Revision Strategies
The group discussed revision techniques for studying, with Aseel and Lia both describing their step-by-step approach of reviewing lectures daily. Nader shared that he uses Anki flashcards and main textbooks for his medical studies, while Aseel explained that university lectures are typically presented through slides rather than textbooks, leading students to take notes directly on printed slides. Lia mentioned that translation requires practical application through constant practice of translating texts.
AI in Education: Benefits and Challenges
The group discussed the use of AI tools like ChatGPT in education, with Nicholas and others sharing their experiences of using AI for summarizing content and generating flashcards. They acknowledged both the benefits and potential drawbacks of AI in education, with Nicholas highlighting the need to help students use AI effectively while maintaining control over their work. Mahmoud joined the conversation later, mentioning his role as a clinical instructor teaching suturing and emergency procedures to students.
Balancing Theory and Practical Training
Mahmoud explained that medical students at the hospital receive practical training through simulations, such as suturing a cat's wound, which helps them gain hands-on experience. Nicholas and Nader discussed the importance of balancing theoretical knowledge with practical training, emphasizing the need for teachers to identify and focus on students' weak points. Aseel agreed, highlighting that practical application enhances understanding, contrasting with traditional teaching methods that often focus solely on lectures.
Influences on Education and Careers
The group discussed their educational backgrounds and career choices. Nicholas and Aseel shared their experiences with technical education, with Aseel noting that their university specializes in applied sciences but they haven't fully benefited from this focus. Nader explained that he chose medicine after his brother was unable to study it in Saudi Arabia due to nationality restrictions, following his father's suggestion. The conversation highlighted how family influences and practical considerations played a role in their educational and career paths.
Comparing Medical and CS Curricula
Mahmoud discussed his experience with medical studies, highlighting the rigorous focus on multiple subjects and the importance of thorough reading and memorization. Nicholas and Mahmoud compared medical and computer science curricula, with Aseel providing details on the mathematical components of computer science, including statistics, linear algebra, and discrete mathematics. The conversation touched on the physical aspects of computer systems through embedded systems, but Aya's engineering field was not specified due to technical difficulties.
AI Integration in Engineering Studies
Nicholas discussed with Aya and Aseel about the integration of AI in their computer systems engineering studies, with Aya mentioning she uses AI tools like ChatGPT for self-study due to her online learning challenges. Aseel shared that their curriculum includes business and freelancing subjects alongside computer science. Nicholas proposed organizing a teacher's meeting for the association and suggested partnering with another English teacher to increase class availability, seeking feedback on this idea.
Teacher Collaboration Plan Discussion
Nicholas proposed a plan for Mahmoud to work with another teacher, teaching 2 hours per week on Mondays and Fridays at 3 PM, to provide more opportunities for Mahmoud to connect with the class. Mahmoud and Nader agreed that this idea was good, and Nicholas planned to suggest it to the group on Sunday. The discussion also briefly touched on an exercise Nicholas had sent for review.
Independent Inquiry in Education
The group discussed the concept of education, focusing on the views of Wilhelm von Humboldt, who emphasized the importance of independent inquiry and creative thinking without external controls. They explored how these ideas were applied in the creation of modern universities and how a contemporary physicist similarly stressed the value of discovery and independent thought in education. The participants clarified the meaning of certain words, such as "plausible," and discussed synonyms to better understand the text.
Pursuing Happiness and Education
The group discussed the concept of pursuing happiness and the role of education in personal development. Nicholas explained that pursuing happiness involves the ability to search for and hunt after what makes one happy, suggesting that having the capacity to pursue happiness itself brings a sense of fulfillment. Nader read a passage emphasizing the importance of education in teaching not just knowledge but also how to think critically and independently. Aseel asked about the correct spelling of "actually," and Nicholas clarified that it can vary between American and British English.
British vs. American English Pronunciation
Nicholas led a discussion on pronunciation differences between British and American English, focusing on syllable emphasis in words like "actually" and "advertisement." The group agreed to continue their English practice sessions, with plans to cover topics such as career goals, cultural etiquette, and finances in upcoming classes. Nicholas mentioned he would discuss with other teachers about potentially having two people work together to provide more class options during the week.














