How do you revise?
I managed to organise my work well.
I watch lectures and revise my notes.
How can teachers improve their teaching, their pedagogy?
Renew materials to be up to date, with technology.
Are teachers changing the way they teach?
Teachers could ChatGPT to make their classes and slides easier to understand.
The ASWP can obtain one voucher per person to take the Duolingo English Test (DET). When you get the voucher, you have to take the test in about 2 weeks.
So, it is important to be pretty ready before you apply to get the voucher.
I don’t know how long it takes to get the voucher. But let’s say that we prepare for early April (or mid-March).
A conditional offer for a university place in London.
Maybe on Mondays we can work a little bit more on Duolingo and on Fridays have a more open conversation, but also working of subjects that come up in test. 

Be open-minded and ready to adapt to local cultures.
In Japan, it is very important and respectful to bow. The depth of bowing can indicate the level of respect.
In China, giving gifts is important, but avoid clocks or sharp objects. (In Europe, they say you should never offer a knife, because it will cut a friendship.)
In China, use your full hand to point something out, and not just fingers.
In the Middle East, always use your right hand in public interactions.
The video was related mainly to the gestures, and which are considered to be rude or polite.
The video talked about/ showed some traditional cultures.
Knowing about etiquette can help us avoid misunderstandings.
In France, it is important to greet with “bonjour” (hello) before starting any conversation. 
What does the video say is important in Italy? It is very important to be well-dressed.
In Nigeria, greetings are a big deal, show respect for elders and always use you right hand.
In Mexico? And Latin America, hugs and handshakes are very important.
In Brazil, it is important to be friendly and engage in small talk. 
It is important to pay respect to elder people. 
If you want to write a text, discuss the video, and what you think is most interesting in the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLtI3PoRzPI
On Friday the 13 February, I cannot teach unfortunately.
But, this week or next week, I am going to work in tandem/together with another teacher called Amy (a main language teacher in ASWP), and we will share classes, so that students can join groups more easily.
She teachers on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4pm.
Sara has a place with the PSSAR program.
Here is the summary of our meeting by Zoom’s AI:
Quick recap
The meeting began with a discussion about study habits and academic success, where participants shared their experiences with different learning techniques and the importance of discipline. The group then focused on preparing for the Duolingo English test, discussing study schedules and organizing test preparations for participants with conditional offers from various universities. The final portion covered cultural etiquette across different regions, with the class watching a video about proper customs and gestures in various countries, followed by a discussion about homework assignments and scheduling changes for upcoming classes.
Next steps
· Nicholas: Check information about voucher timeline (how long it takes to get voucher and deadline after receiving it)
· Nicholas: Check the procedure to obtain the Duolingo voucher
· Nicholas: Send email or SMS about not being able to teach on Friday the 13th
· Nicholas: Write to Amy's students about the tandem teaching arrangement
· Sarah: Check exact dates for when she needs to take the Duolingo test (within 40 days deadline)
· Sarah: Look at Teacher Luke's videos for Duolingo preparation
· Sarah: Practice the free Duolingo practice test as soon as possible this week
· Sarah: Send information about the BSSAR program to the WhatsApp group
· Sarah: Practice pronouncing P sounds
· Aya: Practice Duolingo independently
· All students (aseel, Lia, Sarah, Aya): Write a short paragraph about the cultural etiquette video and send it to Nicholas by email for correction
· Amy: Write to Nicholas's students about the tandem teaching arrangement on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4pm
Summary
Success Strategies and Study Habits
Nicholas and Aseel discussed Aseel's recent exam success and study habits. Aseel revealed he studied by reviewing notes and slides provided by teachers, and credited his improved organization and early wake-up schedule with his success. Nicholas shared a story about a piano-playing student who managed to practice daily from 20:00 to 22:00, suggesting that discipline and planning are key factors in academic success.
Study Habits and Teaching Methods
The group discussed study habits and revision techniques, with Aseel explaining that their university focuses on applied science with daily practical exercises and projects, while Lia described writing important notes and reviewing lectures for exam preparation. Nicholas shared his experience of studying 5 hours daily in high school but noted limited success, leading to a broader discussion about teaching and pedagogy. The conversation concluded with Nicholas mentioning an upcoming conference at his university focused on pedagogy, inviting input on how teachers can improve their teaching methods.
Enhancing Teaching with Technology
The group discussed how teachers could improve their teaching methods, with Lia suggesting that they should update their materials to keep pace with technological advancements and course updates. Nicholas and Aya agreed that many teachers simply read slides during lectures without engaging students, leading Aseel to share an experience where ChatGPT provided clearer explanations than teachers' lectures. The conversation concluded with Aseel and Aya agreeing that teachers could benefit from using ChatGPT to create more effective and understandable teaching materials.
Urgent Language Test Planning
Sarah introduced herself as a student preparing for the Duolingo test within 40 days to meet the requirements of a Canadian university program. Aya mentioned she needs to take the test as soon as possible due to a conditional offer from Goldsmith University in London, which requires an IELTS or TOEFL exam by September, with an additional scholarship application deadline. Nicholas noted the urgency of the situation and planned to organize the test accordingly.
Duolingo Test Preparation Strategy
The group discussed preparations for the Duolingo English test, which participants need to take within 40-50 days to secure conditional offers for academic programs. Nicholas emphasized the importance of being well-prepared before applying for the test voucher, suggesting they organize their study schedule accordingly. Sarah shared that she had received an intermediate scholarship offer and was working towards securing a full scholarship, while Lia mentioned her conditional offer from a London program. The group agreed to dedicate additional time on Mondays for Duolingo preparation and use Fridays for broader discussions and test-related subject work.
Duolingo English Test Preparation
The group discussed preparation for the Duolingo English test, with Nicholas instructing Sarah, Aya, and Lia to review Teacher Luke's videos and practice materials immediately. Aya explained she had compiled a list of test topics from a previous English program. The class agreed to write short paragraphs about cultural etiquette for Nicholas to correct via email, and the group was about to watch a video related to the topic.
Cultural Etiquette for Global Citizens
The class watched a video about cultural etiquette and gestures considered polite or rude in different parts of the world. Nicholas instructed the students to take notes while watching the video once at normal speed, and then they would review it again more slowly. The video focused on understanding cultural etiquette for travelers and global citizens, using Japan as an example, where bowing is a sign of respect and using chopsticks properly is important. Nicholas encouraged the students to practice writing by summarizing the video or writing a diary entry, which he would correct for them.
Global Etiquette and Cultural Respect
The discussion focused on cultural etiquette across different regions, highlighting key customs and practices. Nicholas shared insights about polite gestures in China, the Middle East, and Europe, emphasizing the importance of using the right hand for greetings and avoiding sharp objects as gifts. Students discussed specific examples, including the significance of bowing in Japan and the importance of greeting with "bonjour" in France. The conversation underscored the value of being open-minded and respectful when engaging with different cultures.
Global Greetings and Social Customs
The group discussed cultural etiquette across different countries, focusing on greetings and social customs. They learned that in Italy, being well-dressed is important, while in Latin America, hugs and handshakes are common. For China, they noted the custom of using the whole hand rather than just fingers when pointing. The discussion concluded with a homework assignment to write a text discussing the video they watched, with students asked to share their thoughts and interesting observations with Nicholas.
Teacher Schedule and Study Plans
Nicholas announced he would be unable to teach on Friday the 13th but would be working in tandem with another teacher, Amy, to share classes and accommodate students' schedules more effectively. He explained that Amy teaches on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4 pm, and he will write to her students about the arrangement. Nicholas encouraged Aya and Sarah to practice Duolingo and listen to Teacher Luke while preparing for an upcoming test, reminding them to check the exact test date and to focus on pronouncing their P's. Sarah agreed to share more information about the PSSAR program with the group.



