If you have three minutes to describe a picture, start with a very detailed analysis. What is being shown in the picture? Discuss the colours of the object/objects.
What is “dull”? It is the opposite of sunny, bright or colourful. On a cloudy day, usually the weather is dull/the light is dull.
When you describe something which happened “yesterday” or at another time which is clearly in the past (e.g. the class started 18 minutes ago), then use the past simple.
In my room, there are bookshelves, some pictures etc.
To conjugate is the changes in a verb when the noun changes. For example, the verb “to be”:
I am, you are, she/he/it is, we are, they are.
This is the conjugation of the verb “To be” in the present simple tense.
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	I see four people in a train station. They are maybe discussing where they want to go. Above them is a large clock. It is probably in the morning, at a quarter to eleven. They are weary “heavy” clothes, and are carrying backpacks. They are under the roof of the station, which is painted white. The station wall is red or orange and white, with big round windows.



Today, my team and I worked on a project to develop a platform for university students to inform our professors to give excuses and to prevent the problems for final exams.

A time that I worked with other people was in my first year in college on a group project on anthropology. We had to right up our findings.
We will do a little work on food because this could be the kind of subject that comes up in the test.
Maybe you can write a text for me on how to prepare your favourite dish?
Please also do some screen shots of the Duolingo test and practice describing photos, or practice the conversations.
You might be able to do these speaking activities with ChatGPT and ask for corrections.
Quick recap
The meeting began with a discussion about the escalating conflict between Israel, the United States, and Iran following the death of Ayatollah Khomeini, with participants expressing concerns about the situation's complexity and potential for prolonged conflict. The group then focused on language learning activities, including exercises for describing photos and practicing speaking skills, with Nicholas providing guidance on proper verb tenses and descriptive techniques. The session concluded with discussions about food-related topics and current events in Iran, while addressing concerns about regional stability and the importance of maintaining English language practice through various exercises and upcoming tests.
Next steps
· Nicholas: Send an email to students about the food exercise
· All students: Write a text on how to prepare their favorite dish
· Students: Do screenshots of Duolingo practice test photos and describe them, then send to Nicholas
· Students: Practice describing photos using Duolingo describing expressions (foreground, background, etc.)
· Students: Practice speaking activities with ChatGPT and ask for corrections
· Sarah: Write to Rebecca to get the Duolingo test voucher when ready
· Sarah: Check dates carefully for the Duolingo test after receiving voucher
· Sarah: Find a location with good internet connection and minimal noise for the test
Summary
Middle East Conflict Escalation
The discussion focused on the recent conflict involving Israel, the United States, and Iran, which escalated after a military strike that resulted in the death of Ayatollah Khomeini, the 86-year-old supreme leader of Iran. Nicholas expressed concern about the situation, particularly due to his wife's Iranian heritage, and noted that the regime in Iran might not change quickly. Mohammed and Aseel highlighted the complexity of the situation, mentioning the involvement of various countries and the potential for a prolonged conflict.
Duolingo Test Speaking Challenges
Nicholas and Aseel discussed the challenges of the Duolingo test, particularly the speaking component where Aseel found it difficult to speak about a photo for three minutes. Nicholas acknowledged the difficulty and suggested that Aseel should focus on detailed description if given more preparation time. Nicholas then shared his screen to demonstrate how to analyze and describe a picture in detail, emphasizing the use of expressions like "in the foreground" and "in the background."
Describing Pictures in English
The group discussed strategies for describing pictures in English, focusing on using standard expressions to describe elements like the foreground, background, and composition. Nicholas emphasized the importance of speaking slowly to improve pronunciation and suggested practicing with a set list of 12 descriptive words. The participants practiced using terms such as "dull" and "atmosphere" to convey the mood and details of a picture, with Nicholas providing clarifications on words like "dull" and "grey." Aseel suggested practicing by describing a single photo to solidify the learning.
Verb Tenses for Content Description
The discussion focused on the correct use of verb tenses when describing content, particularly for books, videos, and pictures. Nicholas explained that the present simple tense should be used when discussing the content of static items like pictures or videos that exist independently of the speaker's description, while the past simple tense is appropriate for describing actions that occurred in the past. Aseel asked about live videos, to which Nicholas clarified that if the content is live, the past tense should be used if the event has already occurred, but the present tense is still appropriate for describing the content itself.
Photo Description Language Practice
The group engaged in a language exercise focused on describing photos, with Nicholas guiding participants on conjugation and sentence structure. Participants, including Aseel, Sarah, and Arwa, took turns describing images, discussing details like landscapes, colors, and scenes. Nicholas provided feedback and encouraged speed and accuracy, noting the difficulty of the exercise. The session aimed to improve descriptive skills and familiarity with different photo contexts.
Train Station Photo Description
The group discussed a photo of four people at a train station, with Nicholas providing a detailed description of the scene. Aya attempted to describe the photo but struggled with some details, leading to a discussion about the importance of being specific when describing images. The group noted that the people in the photo appeared to be in good spirits, were wearing light jackets, and were standing under a large clock showing 10:45 AM. They also observed that the station had colorful walls and large round windows, and that the photo likely depicted a scene in the morning.
Student Internet Reporting Platform Discussion
The group engaged in an exercise where Arwa spoke about a project she worked on with her team to develop a platform for university students to report internet issues and inform professors. Arwa described the project's objectives and positive reception from students and professors. Nicholas provided feedback and noted the time constraint, while the group discussed the exercise format and duration.
AI Education Speaking Exercise
The group discussed a speaking exercise where students had 20 seconds to prepare and 1.5 minutes to speak on a given topic, with Mohammed successfully completing a prompt about requiring AI education in high schools. Nicholas provided positive feedback on Mohammed's performance, noting that he effectively addressed the ethical use of AI and its impact on student quality, and mentioned waiting for Teacher Luke's feedback on the exercise.
Enhancing English for ELLs
The meeting focused on teaching strategies for English language learners, particularly around photo description and speaking exercises. Teacher Luke demonstrated how to analyze and describe a photo in detail, noting elements like clothing, posture, and surroundings, and emphasized the importance of practice for test success. The discussion then moved to museum tourism, where Teacher Luke explained how museums attract tourists through artifacts and cultural learning opportunities, sharing his personal experience at the British Museum in London. The session concluded with an introduction to interactive speaking exercises, including a sample question about opportunities, and plans were made to practice these exercises in the next session.
Food Discussions and Speaking Practice
The group practiced interactive speaking exercises about food, with participants sharing their favorite dishes and how they choose meals in restaurants. Aya, Asil, Sarah, and Mohammed took turns answering questions about their eating habits, with Aya and Asil demonstrating good progress in their speaking skills. Nicholas suggested that the group should do more work on food-related topics, as it could be relevant for upcoming tests, and mentioned that the food situation in Gaza might have improved.
Iran Food and Language Exercises
The group discussed the current food situation in Iran, noting that while stores are slightly empty due to recent events, it is better than last year when there were severe shortages. Nicholas suggested exercises to improve language skills, including writing about favorite dishes, practicing Duolingo, and using ChatGPT for speaking practice and corrections. He reminded Sarah and Aya to prepare for their upcoming Duolingo exam, emphasizing the importance of having a good internet connection and quiet environment during the test.
Middle East Peace Hopes Discussed
Nicholas shared concerns about his wife's well-being and her distant family in Iran, expressing worry about the region's instability. He discussed his pessimism about the situation in the Middle East, attributing it to historical experiences and the influence of political leaders like Netanyahu. The group expressed hope for peace and stability, with Aya and Aseel sharing their perspectives on the challenges faced by Gazans. They agreed to continue their English classes and discussed potential future meetings in Paris or London.
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