
Level 4 English
Semester 2

Teacher: Emily Platzer

EPI : N4 English Emily Platzer (S2) Key: N4Thekey

Adresse mail de l’enseignante: emily.platzer@univ-paris.fr



ASSIDUITÉ :
L’assiduité est obligatoire. 
Au-delà de 3 absences (même justifiées), 
l’étudiant·e est noté·e ABI (= défaillant·e) et ne peut valider son 
semestre.

ABSENCE(S) UN JOUR DE DEVOIR :
Toute absence un jour de DS doit être signalée dans un délai de 
48h afin de permettre l’organisation d’un rattrapage. Celui-ci est 
obligatoire.
Une absence lors du devoir final n’est pas rattrapable.

PONCTUALITÉ :
Il est impératif d’arriver à l’heure afin de ne pas perturber le 
déroulementdu cours. 
Si vous avez trop de retard, votre enseignant·e est autorisé·e à
ne pas vous accepter en cours.

If you have a handicap status which influences your assesment requirments or in class learning please notify me        
(in person at the end of the lesson or by mail). 

M. Fabrice Doriac, Délégué Handicap: handicap.ddl@univ-paris1.fr.



In class assesments (50%)

Percentage of final grade Date

Mid term (written exam) 25% Week 5
Wednesday: 25/02/2026
Friday: 27/02/2026
 

Oral (in groups) 25% Week 11
Wednesday: 
15/04/2026
Friday:
17/04/2026

Final exam (50%)

Written exam 1h20
1. Comprehension and vocabulary
2. Grammar 
3. Written expression 

Week 12
Wednesday: 22/04/2026
Friday: 24/04/2026

Exam schedule 



Grammar Revision 

Nouns, adjectives, adverbs and prepositions- Use of Articles

- Adjective order and adverb placement in the sentence

- Countable and uncountable nouns and irregular plural nouns 

- Prepositions of place, time, movement. Adverbs of frequency

- Use of "such" and "so"

- Use of quantifiers (all, every, each, both)

- Expression of possession and specific uses of the genitive

- Degrees of complex comparison

Epigram Grammar Link

https://cours.univ-paris1.fr/course/view.php?id=32992


The role of biography: Does this impact how we view visual art? 
Lesson Resources and activities Grammar revision

1: Bedlam The artist and the asylum Art pop quiz, Still life: describe and 
analyse visual artwork, artist focus: 
Richard Dadd. Exploring different 
biographical sources, Tate online 
resources. 

Articles: The, a, an and zero article

2: Mystery object Pre– Raphaelite 
Brotherhood

Write a short text describing an 
object from an artwork without telling 
us its name. Artist focus: Elizabeth 
Siddal.

Order of adjectives and adverb 
placement in a phrase

3 Show and tell William Blake Songs 
of Innocent and Experience

Oral presentation practice; describe 
a personal object. William Blake 
poetry analysis.

Countable and uncountable nouns

4 The Other Side Exploring magic 
and the occult in visual art

A journey Into Women Art and the 
Spirit World. Extracts from Jennifer 
Higgie’s book. Reading tarot cards. 

Prepositions of place, time and 
movement, adverbs of frequency

5 Midterm exam 



The role of biography: Does this impact how we view visual art? 
Lesson Resources and activities Grammar revision

6: Accents Regional accents and dialects 
St. Ives Cornwall, modernism in wartime.
Barbra Hepworth, Ben Nicholson and 
Alfred Wallis.

Cockney rhyming slang: Pathé short film. 
Pearly kings and Queens. Accent bias 
Britian, audio resources; identifying 
regional accents. “The outsider artist”

Irregular plural nouns

7: Performance The Abramovic method 
and Yoko Ono. 

Exploring artists manifesto and 
performance works. Documentary and film 
extracts. Note taking, writing an artist 
biography. 

Use of such and so

8: Author Public projects and community Post secret and a view from a bridge. Oral 
debates: Group practice. 
Oral debates: Group practice. 

Use of quantifiers: all,
every, each, both

9: Identity Artist focus: Faith Ringgold and 
Chris Ofili. 

Quilt making, activism and identity. 
Considering the social, political and racial 
identity of the artist. American and British 
vocabulary differences. 

Use of possessive



The role of biography: Does this impact how we view visual art? 
Lesson Resources and activities Grammar revision

10: The death of an Artist Ana Mendieta
Problematic artists and artworks and the 
contemporary lens

Feminism and ecology. Podcast: The death 
of an artist. Prepare for oral: Formation of 8 
groups. 

Complex degrees of 
comparison

11: Oral: What makes an artwork 
controversial? 

Oral exam: Each group presents artwork 
and participates in a debate. 
Comedian , Maurizio Cattelan. 
My bed, Tracy Emin. 
Ophelia, John William Waterhouse,
Candy Cigarette, Sally Mann.

Grammar recap and 
revision sheet

12: Final exam 



Lesson 9: Identity 01/04/2026, 03/04/2026

1.  Homework review 
2. Audio description from the artist 
3. Artists who present social, political and civil rights through their artworks. 
4. Possessive (génitif)
5. American and British vocabulary differences
6. Homework: Grammar exercise EPI



No Woman, No Cry 
1998

Homework

Who is the artist that made this artwork? 
What can you find out about the artist and 
this artwork? 

Link:Audio-description

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/ofili-no-woman-no-cry-t07502/audio-description-no-woman-no-cry
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/ofili-no-woman-no-cry-t07502/audio-description-no-woman-no-cry
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/ofili-no-woman-no-cry-t07502/audio-description-no-woman-no-cry


Text abridged from www.victoria-miro.com







Link: Audio and transcript 

https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-britain/chris-ofili-requiem


Faith Ringgold

As an artist, activist and children’s author Ringgold (b. 1930, 
Harlem, New York) has challenged perceptions of African 
American identity and gender inequality for over five decades. 
Growing up in the creative and intellectual context of the 
Harlem Renaissance and inspired by her contemporaries 
including writers James Baldwin and Amiri Baraka, she is widely 
recognised for her painted story quilts combining personal 
narratives, history and politics “to tell my story, or, more to the 
point, my side of the story”, as an African American woman.
This survey exhibition, Ringgold’s first in a European institution, 
is chronological and includes paintings, political posters and 
story quilts. It begins with American People (1963 – 67), a series 
that exposes social inequalities and racial tensions she 
witnessed during the Civil Rights era, and culminates in her 
response to the Black Power movement. In the 1970s, her work 
and politics embraced feminism as she led protests outside 
New York museums demanding equal gender and racial 
representation in exhibitions, designed political posters and co-
organised the People’s Flag Show, for which she was arrested.

Link: Serpentine Gallery

Link: Interview

Link: Serpentine gallery (video)

Link: Flags-art-protest

https://www.serpentinegalleries.org/whats-on/faith-ringgold/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r26nBUBnPcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NelWFXbprk4
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2025/01/22/flags-art-protest
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2025/01/22/flags-art-protest
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2025/01/22/flags-art-protest
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2025/01/22/flags-art-protest
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2025/01/22/flags-art-protest


Comprehension and 
wider context: Define 
and broaden your 
understanding of the 
phrases in the text. 

Harlem Renaissance

People’s Flag Show

Underground Railroad

(Conduct your own 
research if needed)













Le génitif anglais peut se composer de trois façons différentes, 
que nous allons détailler ci-dessous :

1.apostrophe + s + objet possédé

2.seulement l’apostrophe

3.“of“

‘s and idioms 

 à bout de bras -> At arm's length

  

  à deux pas (à un jet de pierre) -> At 
stone's throw

  Tiré d'affaire -> Out of harm's way

  à cœur joie -> To one's heart's content



Link: Epigram gramma exercises

We can use possessive 's to talk about the relationship 
between people or to say who owns something. 
Possessive 's always comes after a noun or a name.

We often use possessive 's or s' when we talk about family 
and friends:

Steve and Julie are my mum's parents.
Anna's best friend is Claire. 
My cousins' birthdays are both in July.

To indicate that something belongs to someone:
That's Roberto's flat. He's got a flat in the city centre.
Kim's hair is very long. She's got long, black hair.
My parents' garden is beautiful. They grow a lot of flowers.

Time Expressions:
When we refer to a particular time (in the present, past or 
future), it’s possible to use the genitive. 
Today’s class.
Last week’s exam.
two days’ holiday.

Grammar revision génitif ( ‘s)  

https://cours.univ-paris1.fr/course/section.php?id=248587


Complément du nom (the … of ….)

The door of the house

The government of the United Kingdom

1. The king’s speech / 2. The speech of the 
king

Technically both phrases are correct, but it is 
more typical to use phrase 1.
 

The Génitif case can be used to show a relationship 
between things.
In this case we prefer ‘of’. For example:
The door of the house. (NOT ‘The house’s door’.)
The lid of the pen. (NOT ‘The pen’s lid’.)
The end of the road. (NOT ‘The road’s end’.)







Link: EPI Grammar exercises

Homework

https://cours.univ-paris1.fr/course/section.php?id=248587
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