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In Limbo 
Robert Smithson en Europe 

Jeudi 4 et vendredi 5 décembre 2025 
Colloque international organisé par Olivier Schefer et Riccardo Venturi 

 

 
 

Intervenants : Francesco Careri, Rinaldo Censi, Markus Karstieß, Land Art Lives  
(Anne Reenders & Martine van Kampen), Lisa Le Feuvre, Maud Maffei, Anja Novak,  
Julie Ramos, Eva Schmidt 

 
Jeudi 4 décembre de 14h à 19h : salle 216                                                       
Vendredi 5 décembre de 9h à 15h : salle 6 
Université Paris 1 - Panthéon-Sorbonne 
17 rue de la Sorbonne 75005 Paris 

         



Robert Smithson, Paris in the Spring, 

50.8 x 35.6 cm, crayon et collage sur papier, 1963
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“I see you are into alchemy”, dit Smithson 


[…]



“I see you are into alchemy”, dit Smithson 


[…] 


“Yes”, répond Duchamp.


1963 (1965)



“I think Duchamp is amused by a certain kind of American naiveté, and 
he constantly makes references to certain functional aspects, like the 
statement about his being impressed by American plumbing and that sort 
of thing. 

That seems to me a kind of inverted snobbism. And I find his wit sort of 
transparently French. French wit seems to me very different from an 
English sense of humor. If the French have any wit at all, I don’t really 
appreciate it. They always seem very laborious, opaque, and humorless so 
that when you get somebody like Duchamp who is putting forth the whole 
art notion of the amusing physics or the gay mathematics, or whatever 
you want to call it, I am not amused. It’s a kind of Voltairian sarcasm at 
best”


Entretien avec Moira Roth, 31 mars 1973, dans Artforum, vol. 12, n. 2, octobre 
1973

























