Prompt: What were the main issues involved in Brexit?

DeepSeek: Brexit, the United Kingdom's withdrawal from the European Union (EU), was a
complex and multifaceted process involving several key issues. Here are the main ones:

1. Sovereignty and Control

e Regaining Independence: A major argument for Brexit was reclaiming national
sovereignty, particularly over laws, borders, and trade policies. Pro-Brexit supporters
(like the Leave campaign) argued that EU membership undermined UK sovereignty by
subjecting it to EU regulations and the European Court of Justice (ECJ).

e Immigration Control: The UK sought to end free movement of people from the EU,
allowing it to implement its own immigration policies.

2. Economic Impact

e Trade Relations: The UK had to renegotiate trade deals with the EU (its largest
trading partner) and other countries. Leaving the EU Single Market and Customs
Union disrupted supply chains and increased trade barriers.

e Economic Uncertainty: Businesses faced challenges due to new regulations, tariffs,
and customs checks. Some industries (e.g., finance, manufacturing) were particularly
affected.

e Financial Contributions: The UK no longer had to pay into the EU budget (previously
around £9-10 billion annually), but it also lost access to EU funding programs.

3. The Irish Border Issue

e Good Friday Agreement: Brexit risked destabilizing the peace in Northern Ireland,
which shares an open border with the Republic of Ireland (an EU member). A hard
border could have reignited tensions.

e Northern Ireland Protocol: To avoid a hard border, the UK and EU agreed to keep
Northern Ireland aligned with some EU trade rules, creating a de facto border in the
Irish Sea, which angered unionists in Northern Ireland.

4. Legal and Regulatory Divergence

e EU Laws vs. UK Laws: The UK had to decide which EU laws to keep, amend, or
discard. Some industries (e.g., agriculture, fisheries, financial services) faced major
regulatory changes.

e Standards & Compliance: UK businesses exporting to the EU still had to follow EU
standards (e.g., product safety, environmental rules), limiting full regulatory
independence.



5. Political and Social Divisions

e Public Opinion Split: The 2016 referendum result (52% Leave, 48% Remain) revealed
deep divisions between urban vs. rural, young vs. old, and different regions (e.g.,
Scotland and Northern Ireland voted Remain, England and Wales voted Leave).

e Scottish Independence: Brexit reignited calls for Scottish independence, as Scotland
strongly favored remaining in the EU.

e Political Instability: The Brexit process led to multiple Prime Ministerial resignations
(David Cameron, Theresa May) and political turmoil.

6. Future Relationship with the EU

e Security & Cooperation: The UK had to renegotiate cooperation on security, data
sharing, and law enforcement (e.g., access to Europol).

e Research & Education: Participation in EU programs like Horizon Europe (scientific
research) and Erasmus+ (student exchanges) was affected.

e Foreign Policy Alignment: The UK now operates independently but must decide how
closely to align with the EU on global issues like climate change and sanctions.

7. Fisheries and Agriculture

o Fishing Rights: A contentious issue, as EU fleets had access to UK waters. Post-Brexit,
the UK regained control but faced disputes over quotas.

e Farm Subsidies: The EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was replaced with a UK
system, affecting farmers' incomes and environmental regulations.

8. Long-Term Consequences

¢ Global Influence: The UK’s role in international affairs shifted, with debates over
whether it would align more closely with the US, the Commonwealth, or other allies.

e Economic Growth: Some analysts argue Brexit reduced long-term economic growth,
while others believe it allowed for greater flexibility and innovation.

Brexit remains a deeply polarizing issue, with ongoing debates over its successes and
failures. Would you like more details on any specific aspect?

Prompt: Give a timeline of the major events of Brexit, beginning with David
Cameron's announcement of the referendum in January 2013.

DeepSeek: Here's a detailed timeline of major Brexit events, starting from David Cameron’s
announcement of the referendum in 2013 up to the present day:

2013-2016: The Road to the Referendum

e January 2013: UK Prime Minister David Cameron promises an in-out referendum on
EU membership if the Conservatives win the next election, aiming to settle internal
party divisions and pressure from Eurosceptics.



e May 2015: Conservatives win a majority in the general election, confirming the
referendum pledge.

o February 2016: Cameron negotiates a reformed EU membership deal, including
limits on migrant benefits, but critics argue it doesn’t go far enough.

e 23 June 2016: The EU referendum takes place. 51.9% vote Leave, 48.1% Remain.
Cameron resigns the next day.

2016-2017: Political Turmoil & Triggering Article 50

July 2016: Theresa May becomes Prime Minister, promising "Brexit means Brexit."
January 2017: UK Supreme Court rules Parliament must approve Article 50 (the
formal exit process).

29 March 2017: May officially triggers Article 50, setting a two-year deadline (29
March 2019) for exit.

June 2017: May calls a snap election but loses her majority, weakening her Brexit
negotiating position.

December 2017: UK and EU agree on key issues (the "divorce bill," citizens' rights,
and the Irish border) in a draft withdrawal agreement.

2018-2019: Negotiations, Deadlock & May’s Downfall

e July 2018: May’s Chequers Plan (a soft Brexit proposal) leads to resignations,
including Brexit Secretary David Dauvis.

e November 2018: UK and EU finalize the Withdrawal Agreement, including the
controversial Irish backstop (to prevent a hard border in Ireland).

e January—March 2019: Parliament rejects May’s deal three times, leading to Brexit
delays.

e 24 May 2019: May resigns after failing to pass her deal.

2019-2020: Boris Johnson, New Deal & Brexit Day

July 2019: Boris Johnson becomes PM, vows to leave the EU "do or die" by 31
October 2019.

September 2019: Parliament passes the Benn Act, forcing Johnson to request
another Brexit extension if no deal is reached.

17 October 2019: Johnson negotiates a revised deal, replacing the backstop with the
Northern Ireland Protocol (keeping NI aligned with some EU rules).

31 January 2020: The UK officially leaves the EU, entering an 11-month transition
period (until 31 Dec 2020).



2020-2021: Trade Deal & Implementation

o December 2020: After tense negotiations, the UK and EU agree on the Trade and
Cooperation Agreement (TCA), avoiding no-deal Brexit.

e 1January 2021: The transition period ends; UK fully exits the EU Single Market and
Customs Union.

o Early 2021: Disputes arise over the Northern Ireland Protocol, with the UK
threatening to override parts of it.

2022-2024: Post-Brexit Challenges & Revisions

2022: Liz Truss becomes PM (Sept), but her economic policies cause market chaos;
she resigns after 49 days.

October 2022: Rishi Sunak becomes PM, seeks to stabilize UK-EU relations.
February 2023: UK and EU agree on the Windsor Framework, revising the NI
Protocol to ease trade friction.

2024: UK begins phasing in new border checks on EU goods, delayed since 2021.

Key Ongoing Issues (2024)

e Economic impact: Mixed results—some sectors (fishing, manufacturing) struggle,
while others adapt.

e Northern Ireland: The DUP (unionist party) boycotts power-sharing over post-Brexit
trade rules.

e Scotland: SNP continues pushing for independence, citing Brexit as a reason for a
new referendum.

e Future UK-EU relations: Discussions on closer cooperation (e.g., science, security) but
no major reintegration.

Conclusion
Brexit evolved from a referendum promise to a years-long saga of negotiations, political
crises, and economic adjustments. Its long-term effects—on the UK’s economy, unity, and

global role—remain unfolding.

Videos on Youtube

1/ What Led to Brexit? The History of Euroscepticism, by T. Wright, Brookings, 18/9/2024.

2/ A short history of Brexit for the confused and bewildered, The Guardian, 20/4/2019.

3/ A Short History of Brexit: From Brentry to... by Kevin O'Rourke, Google Books, 11/2/2024.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rR6xntAh2W8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntMgM8ncxwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-e4smZGkWK0

