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How to Ask Questions in English (a simple summary)
Asking questions in English follows specific word order and auxiliary verbs. Here’s a clear breakdown:

1. Yes/No Questions
Use auxiliary verbs (do, does, did, is, are, was, were, have, has, can, will, etc.) at the beginning of the sentence.
	Tense/Verb
	Structure
	Example

	Present Simple
	Do/Does + subject + base verb?
	Do you like coffee? / Does she work here?

	Past Simple
	Did + subject + base verb?
	Did they arrive on time?

	Present Continuous
	Am/Is/Are + subject + verb-ing?
	Are you studying now?

	Present Perfect
	Have/Has + subject + past participle?
	Have you visited Paris?

	Modal Verbs
	Modal + subject + base verb?
	Can you help me? / Should we leave now?



2. Wh- Questions
Use question words (who, what, where, when, why, how, which, whose) + auxiliary verb + subject + main verb.
	Question Word
	Structure
	Example

	What
	What + auxiliary + subject + verb?
	What are you reading?

	Where
	Where + auxiliary + subject + verb?
	Where did you go?

	When
	When + auxiliary + subject + verb?
	When does the train leave?

	Why
	Why + auxiliary + subject + verb?
	Why is she upset?

	How
	How + auxiliary + subject + verb?
	How do you spell that?

	Who (subject)
	Who + verb?
	Who called you?

	Who (object)
	Who + auxiliary + subject + verb?
	Who did you meet?






3. Subject Questions
For questions about the subject, do not use an auxiliary verb.
	Structure
	Example

	Who/What + verb?
	Who won the game? / What happened?



4. Tag Questions
Add a short question at the end of a statement to confirm or check information.
	Structure
	Example

	Statement + , auxiliary + subject?
	You’re coming, aren’t you? / She doesn’t like tea, does she?



5. Indirect Questions
Use polite phrases (Can you tell me..., Do you know..., Could you explain...) + word order of a statement.
	Structure
	Example

	Polite phrase + question word + subject + verb?
	Can you tell me where the station is? / Do you know if she’s coming?



Key Tips
· Auxiliary verbs are essential for most questions.
· Wh- questions always start with a question word.
· Subject questions do not use auxiliary verbs.
· Tag questions match the auxiliary verb of the statement.

Practice: Try forming questions using these structures. For example, turn "She lives in Paris" into "Where does she live?" or "You have finished your homework" into "Have you finished your homework?"
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