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When is it common to use the « to infinitive » after a verb, and when should the gerund be used?
[bookmark: fnref1][bookmark: fnref2][bookmark: fnref3]The choice between a "to infinitive" and a gerund after a verb in English depends mainly on the specific verb, its meaning, and sentence context[1][2][3].
When to Use the Gerund
· [bookmark: fnref4][bookmark: fnref5]Gerunds (verb + -ing) are commonly used after certain verbs such as enjoy, suggest, avoid, finish, mind, keep, or miss[4][5].
· [bookmark: fnref6][bookmark: fnref5:1][bookmark: fnref7]The gerund is always used after prepositions: "She is interested in learning"[6][5][7].
· [bookmark: fnref8]Gerunds often act as the subject or object in sentences: "Swimming is fun." "I like swimming"[8].
· [bookmark: fnref4:1][bookmark: fnref5:2]Verbs typically followed by gerunds include admit, appreciate, deny, consider, avoid, and recommend[4][5].
When to Use the "to Infinitive"
· [bookmark: fnref1:1][bookmark: fnref9][bookmark: fnref10]The "to infinitive" (to + base verb) follows certain verbs, including want, decide, hope, plan, offer, ask, and expect[1][9][10].
· [bookmark: fnref1:2][bookmark: fnref8:1]Infinitives are used after many adjectives: "It's hard to concentrate"[1][8].
· [bookmark: fnref1:3][bookmark: fnref8:2]Infinitives explain purpose: "She went to the store to buy food"[1][8].
· [bookmark: fnref9:1][bookmark: fnref10:1]After some verbs, only the "to infinitive" is correct: "I hope to succeed"[9][10].
Verbs That Can Take Both (With or Without Meaning Change)
· [bookmark: fnref11]Some verbs (like "like," "love," "prefer," "hate") can be followed by either form, often with little or subtle meaning difference: "I like swimming" / "I like to swim"[11].
· Other verbs change meaning depending on which form is used (for example, "stop," "remember," "try"):
· [bookmark: fnref11:1]"I stopped smoking" (quit the habit); "I stopped to smoke" (interrupted another action to smoke)[11].
Key Rules
· [bookmark: fnref6:1][bookmark: fnref7:1]Use gerunds after prepositions and specific verbs[6][7].
· [bookmark: fnref1:4][bookmark: fnref8:3]Use infinitives after many adjectives, some verbs, and to show purpose[1][8].
· [bookmark: fnref12]Learn which verbs take each form, since there are exceptions and irregularities best remembered through practice and exposure[12].
[bookmark: fnref4:2][bookmark: fnref9:2][bookmark: fnref13][bookmark: fnref10:2][bookmark: _GoBack]A list of common verbs for each construction is recommended for effective mastery[4][9][13][10].
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