Relative pronouns
Prompt: Provide a simple explanation for intermediate students of English about how to use relative pronouns.
DeepSeek (8 October 2025) Of course! Here is a simple explanation of relative pronouns for intermediate English students.
What is a Relative Pronoun?
Think of a relative pronoun as a connecting word. It connects a short sentence to a main sentence to give more information about someone or something, without needing to start a new sentence.
Without a relative pronoun:
· I have a friend. She lives in Paris.
· That is the restaurant. I found it last week.
With a relative pronoun:
· I have a friend who lives in Paris.
· That is the restaurant that I found last week.
See how it makes one smoother, more advanced sentence?

The Main Relative Pronouns and How to Use Them
Here are the most important ones:
	Pronoun
	Use for...
	Example

	Who
	People
	The woman who lives next door is a doctor.

	Which
	Things and animals
	This is the book which I told you about.

	That
	People, things, and animals (often used instead of who or which)
	The movie that we saw was great. The man that helped me was kind.

	Whose
	Possession (shows something belongs to someone)
	That's the student whose bag was stolen.

	Where
	Places
	This is the park where we first met.

	When
	Time
	I remember the day whe





The Big Secret: Defining vs. Non-Defining Clauses
This is the most important concept to understand. The information after the relative pronoun can be essential or extra.
1. Defining Clauses (Essential Information)
This information is necessary to understand which person or thing we are talking about. You cannot remove it. We do not use commas with these clauses.
· The student who sits in the front row always answers questions.
· (We need "who sits in the front row" to know which student we mean.)
· The phone that I bought is already broken.
· (We need "that I bought" to know which phone is broken.)
In defining clauses, you can often omit who, which, or that if it is not the subject of the verb that follows.
· The phone (that) I bought is already broken. ("I" is the subject of "bought").
· The woman (who) you met is my boss. ("You" is the subject of "met").
But you cannot omit it if it is the subject:
· The woman who lives next door is nice. (You cannot remove "who" because it is the subject of "lives").
2. Non-Defining Clauses (Extra Information)
This information is extra. It is not necessary to understand the main point of the sentence. The sentence would still make sense without it. We always use commas with these clauses.
· My sister, who lives in Paris, is visiting me.
· (I only have one sister. "Who lives in Paris" is just extra information. The main point is that she is visiting me.)
· London, which is the capital of the UK, is a huge city.
· (Everyone knows London is the capital. This is just an added fact.)
Important Rules for Non-Dining Clauses:
· You can never use that.
· ~~My sister, that lives in Paris...~~ (Incorrect)
· My sister, who lives in Paris... (Correct)
· You can never omit the pronoun.

