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INTRODUCTION

Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam CONSTRUCTION BEGAN IN 2011.

. LOCATION: THE BLUE NILE, IN THE BENISHANGUL-GUMUZ REGION (WESTERN ETHIOPIA), NEAR SUDAN.
“o Cairo

OBJECTIVE TO MASSIVELY EXPAND ETHIOPIA'S ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION.
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EN Regional Hydro-Power Interconnection Systems
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SOURCE: ENTRO, EN-MSIOA (2014). EXISTING AND PROPOSED REGIONAL HYDROPOWER INTERCONNECTIONS.
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* GERD AS AN INSTRUMENT OF STATE-BUILDING

state's capacity to organise resources,

0 INFRASTRUCTURAL POWER - territories and relations with its

citizens

relied heavily on domestic financing

0 DOMESTIC MOBILISATION and public participation in funding
GERD

reinforcement of the central state's

0 STATE-BUILDING - political and administrative power

reducing dependence on external donors

Q ACCOUNTABILITY doesn't necessarily increase government

accountability towards citizens

TO WHAT EXTENT DOES THE GERD ENABLE
THE ETHIOPIAN STATE TO REINFORCE ITSELF,
BOTH EXTERNALLY AND INTERNALLY?
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OUTLINE o000

< * | - THE GERD AS A REWRITING OF REGIONAL NILE POLITICS )

( A - The Legal Framework of Egyptian Hydro-Hegemony : Colonial Treaties and Their Contestation )

C B - Challenging the Egyptian Hegemony Over the Nile )

( C - Gaining Regional Political Leverage Through Hydropower

C* Il - THE GERD AS A TOOL TO STRENGTHEN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN A FRAGMENTED COUNTRY

( A - Framing the GERD as a Matter of Survival

C B - Domestic Financing and Sovereigh Power : the Unfulfilled Promise of Accountability

( C - The Reinforcement of the Federal Government Over its Periphery
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|- THE GERD AS A REWRITING OF REGIONAL NILE

POLITICS

A) THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF EGYPTIAN HYDRO-HEGEMONY : COLONIAL TREATIES AND THEIR CONTESTATION

Percentage of the total river
flow awarded to Egypt, Sudan
and Ethiopia in 1959 treaty

Renaissance dam

Q

ALJAZEERA

1929 ANGLO-
EGYPTIAN
sk NILE C
WATERS
AGREEMENT

e “"NATURAL AND
HISTORICAL RIGHTS TO
EGYPT" OVER THE NILE

e GIVES VETO TO EGYPT

SOURCE: ALJAZEERA

1959 NILE
WATERS
sk AGREEMENT 3%
(BILATERAL
EGYPT-SUDAN)

WATER DIVISION :
o« EGYPT: 55,5 BCM (66%)
e SUDAN:18,5 BCM (22%)
A ETHIOPIA : NO LEGAL RIGHT
TO NILE WATER IN THE

NAME OF "HISTORIC WATER
RIGHTS"
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TWO RADICALLY
OPPOSITE
VISIONS

i\ * AGREEMENTS AS HISTORICAL
, LEGACIES TO BE MAINTAINED

\\/ RIGHT TO AN “"EQUITABLE AND
l‘/ l % REASONABLE UTILIZATION OF

POST-COLONIAL
READING OF THESE
AGREEMENTS

& SUDAN & EGYPT WERE BRITISH
COLONIES IN 1929

AN

COLONIAL & AGREEMENTS MADE TO
LEGACY SERVE BRITISH INTERESTS

REPRODUCTION OF COLONIAL
* HYDROPOLITICAL ORDER IN
1959

S/
X

THE NILE"
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T 1997 UN
WATERCOURSE
= | =  AGREEMENT

COOPERATIVE
FRAMEWORK
AGREEMENT (CFA)
AND 2015
DECLARATION OF
PRINCIPLES

TRANSBOUNDARY NAAA
RIVERS LAW NN\ NS

EQUITABLE AND REASONABLE UTILIZATION OF THE NILE

OBLIGATION NOT TO CAUSE SIGNIFICANT HARM

ENTRY INTO FORCE : 2024

TRACKS THE WATERCOURSE CONVENTION WORD FOR WORD
EFFECTIVELY VOIDS THE COLONIAL AGREEMENTS

NRBC FACES JURISDICTIONAL PROBLEMS OVER THE GERD

EGYPT JOINING THE CFA AS A POTENTIAL SOLUTION?
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B-CHALLENGING THE EGYPTIAN HEGEMONY OVER
THE NILE

The GERD redefines Ethiopia's regional standing by directly challenging Egypt’'s long-held hydro-hegemony

L L

For Egypt, this legal
setup was seen as non-
hegotiable and
fundamental to its

The geopolitical
center of gravity in
the Nile Basin has
shifted from Cairo
to Addis Ababa

existential identity, as
reflected in Herodotus'
quote: "Egypt is a gift
of the Nile.

iiiii

* %

SOURCE: NATOASSIOCIATION.CA
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C) GAINING REGIONAL POLITICAL LEVERAGE
THROUGH HYDROPOWER

OXFORD :
SOAS Devel.opment Studie: d Development {s14

s an
lransformation Centre (DevTraC) Seminar Series

_SOAS

‘iVersity of London

CASE OF SUDAN —
COOPERATION AND ITS
LIMITS

Ethiopia's ‘Developmental
State’: Political Order and
DAMS, POWER, Distributive Crisis

AND THE POLITICS
OF ETHIOPIA’S
RENAISSANCE

2013: CLOSER
COOPERATION

N

A seminar by Dr Tom Lavers &
29 February 2024 = .

LATER POLITICAL
TENSIONS

&
Renaissance Dam »

Addis Ababa @

ECONOMIC
INTERDEPENDENCE #
GUARANTEED
POLITICAL ALIGNMENT

ETHIOPIA HAS LONG AIMED TO Ethiopia

BECOME A MAJOR
ELECTRICITY PROVIDER IN
EAST AFRICA

Sources: Lavers (2024); Woldemichael (2021).
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EXPANDING ETHIOPIA'S REGIONAL ELECTRICITY
NETWORK

ETHIOPIA KENYA TANZANIA
Hydropower Established % Trial supply via

agreement Kel_nya 2026
% 9
¢ ETHIOPIA

ASSUMES
.J EASTERN
AFRICA POWER

o frican/Trans; tio, N\, Dijibouti POOL
73 /o e e CHAIRMANSHIP

OF ETHIOPIA'S
ELECTRICITY-
EXPORT

REVENUE CAME o UG S
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Red Sea

CHALLENGES
e POLITICAL INSTABILITY

Mombassa lndian
Ocean

e REGIONAL CONFLICTS
e INFRASTRUCTURE DELAYS
e LACK OF TRUST BETWEEN STATES

\} Lake

| Malawj ‘

Atfordable electricity - Economic interdependence - Potential regional influence

ELECTRICITY CAPACITY DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY TRANSLATE INTO REGIONAL POLITICAL INFLUENCE.
ITS IMPACT DEPENDS ON STABLE TRADE, INFRASTRUCTURE AND POLITICAL COOPERATION.
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- THE GERD AS A TOOL TO STRENGTHEN THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INA FRAGMENTED COUNTRY

A) THE GERD AS A MATTER OF SURVIVAL TO REMIND THE COUNTRY OF ITS GLORIOUS PAST

A VIOLENT CONTEXT :
e CIVIL WAR
INVOLVING THE

TIGREAN
COMMUNITY

e WAR FOR ERITREA'S
INDEPENDENCE
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ABIY AHMED ANS ISAYAS
AFEWORK, 2018



< POLITICS OF —
}‘ DEVELOPMENT PAGE12

A) THE GERD AS A MATTER OF SURVIVAL TO REMIND THE COUNTRY OF ITS GLORIOUS PAST

SYMBOLIC MEANING OF THE
“RENAISSANCE”

L
........

“RENAISSANCE" = A UNIFYING
NATIONALIST NARRATIVE
DESIGNED TO BUILD A
COHESIVE NATION-STATE

EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE |
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A) THE GERD AS A MATTER OF SURVIVAL TO REMIND THE COUNTRY OF ITS GLORIOUS PAST

A NEED TO ASSERT ITSELF ON
THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE

MELES ZENAWI

DOMINATING THE NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT => A

DEVELOPED COUNTRY => NO
NEED OF EXTERNAL HELP
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B) DOMESTIC FINANCING AND SOVEREIGN POWER : THE UNFULFILLED PROMISE OF
ACCOUNTABILITY

AN UNPRECEDENTED AND SOVEREIGN FINANCING MODEL:

e EXCLUSION OF TRADITIONAL EXTERNAL AND
MULTILATERAL LENDERS

L T s

ancial contributionsto™

Abbay Dam
In 2024/25 :
. ETB 1.2 B - bond sale, grant
e DIRECT MOBILIZATION OF DOMESTIC AND PATRIOTIC @ ETB 95 M- Diaspora
SAVINGS @ ETB 123 M- 8100 SMs

@ ETB 212 M - EEP grant account
Total amount generated 1.7 billion Br

Since the inception

@ ETB20.1B - bond sale and grant
@ ETB1.6B - Diaspora

@ ETB 1.7 B - Various sources

e TARGETED EXTERNAL PARTNERSHIP Total direct public fund - ETB 23.6 B

Gazette Plus
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EXTRAVERSION AND AUTHORITARIAN LEGITIMATION
(JEAN-FRANCOIS BAYART):

e INSTRUMENTALIZING EXTERNAL
DOMESTIC POLITICAL COHESION

THREATS FOR

e PATRIOTIC DUTY VERSUS STATE COERCION

IMAGE BY THE MINISTRY
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF
ETHIOPIA

Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
Forged by Sacrifice, Driven by Vision, Defined by Resilience

BYPASSING CONDITIONALITY AND REFORMULATING
"POST-CONDITIONALITY" (GRAHAM HARRISON):
e CIRCUMVENTING

BRETTON WOODS

CONDITIONALITIES

e INTERNALIZED POST-CONDITIONALITY
DONOR CO-GOVERNANCE

WITHOUT
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THE ILLUSION OF ACCOUNTABILITY
AND THE BROKEN FISCAL CONTRACT
(THANDIKA MKANDAWIRE):

A THEORETICAL DEMOCRATIC PROMISE
COERCIVE EXTRACTION INSTEAD OF
DEMOCRATIC RESPONSIVENESS

PICTURE OF THANDIKA
MKANDAWIRE

AFRICA’S
DEVELOPMENT
- IN THE

21st CENTURY {(

REINFORCEMENT THROUGH EXTRAVERSION
AND SOVEREIGN AUTONOMY

SOCIAL RESEARCH VOL. 77,
NO. 4, WINTER 2010
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C) THE REINFORCEMENT OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OVER ITS PERIPHERY

HIGH MODERNISM :
- “INFLATED CONFIDENCE IN TECHNOLOGY,
SCIENCE (.)" TO IMPROVE LIVING

CONDITIONS

GUMUZ = ETHNIC GROUP e |
~ METEKEL REGION |
~ GUBA AND WOMBERA DISTRICTS i e
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CONCLUSION

ENERGY DIPLOMACY &
DISMANTLING NILE REGIONAL

HEGEMONY INTERDEPENDENCE

THE "RENAISSANCE” SOVEREIGN

NATIONALIST FINANCING VS.
NARRATIVE UNFULFILLED
ACCOUNTABILITY
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Where is fighting happening in Ethiopia?

Fighting is concentrated in three regions in the north, as renewed hostilities
between the federal government, the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF)
and its allies shatter a four-year-long peace deal.

SEPTEMBER 20 - 27, 2026
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CURRENT CONFLICT

The GERD successfully transforms Ethiopia into a
regional energy power and dismantles historical
Nile monopolies. However, by substituting
democratic accountability with top-down
coercion and failing to prevent the resurgence of

internal armed conflicts, the project reinforces
the state apparatus rather than its citizens,

proving that mega-infrastructure cannot
substitute for genuine political reconciliation.

SOURCE: ALJAZEERA
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QUESTION

Does the GERD show us that top-down state-
building can successfully create a national

iIdentity, or does it prove that infrastructure
cannot fix deep political fractures?
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