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Preface 

Many years ago, while writing A History of Me/UePIU Spllin, I was attracted 
to the figure of Alfonso X and published an article on royal taxation and 
the cortcs during his reign. Since then I have been drawn more and more 
deeply into the web of Alfonsine studies, especially through the agency 
of several good friends: Robert I. Bums, S.J., Robert A. MacDonald, 
John E. Keller, Mariccl Prcsilla, and Manuel Gonzalez J~nez, with each 
of whom I have enjoyed many stimulating conversations on the Alfon
sine Age. 

Not only do I wish to thank each of them, but I must also express my 
gratitude to the many archivists in Spain who gave me access to their 
documentary collections. The American Council of Learned Societies and 
Fordham University provided essential financial support that enabled me 
to carry out my archival explorations and to devote important periods of 
time to the task of writing. I want to thank the Bibliotcca Nazionale Cen
trale of Florence for permission to reproduce the illustration from MS 
Banco Rari 20, and the Patrimonio Nacional de Espana and Edilan, S.A., 
for permission to include the illustrations from the facsimile edition of the 
&c:orial manuscript of the CllntigRS de Stmtll M11rili. I am also indebted to 
my friend, Stan Benham, for his photographic work and to Margaret 
Pearce of the Clark University Cartographic Laboratory who prepared 
the maps. 

Finally, I must also say that I have long taken great pleasure in the 
fact that Alfonso X and I, though our lives arc separated by several centu
ries, share the same natal day, the feast of St. Clement, 23 November. Per
haps that connection, however tenuous it may be, has helped me better to 
understand the Learned King. 
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0 Espanna, si tomas los doncs que te da 
la sabiduria del rcy, rcspland~eras; 
otrosi en fama et fennosura c~eras. 
El rcy que cs fennosura de Espanna et thcsoro 
de la filosofia, enscnnan~as da a los yspanos; 
tomen las buenas los buenos, et den las vanas a 
los vanos. 

Estoria de Espanna, anteprologue 
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Introduction 

The thirteenth century was a remarkable age for many reasons. Among 
them were the truly extraordinary monarchs who dominated the European 
political arena. Men of the caliber of Emperor Frederick II (1212-1250), 

known to contemporaries as stupor muntli, King Louis IX of France 
(1226-1270), canonized a saint within thirty years of his death, Edward I 
of England (1272-1307), the so-called English Justinian, Jaime I of Arag6n 
(1213-1276), the Conqueror, and Fernando III (1217-1252) ofCastile-Lc6n, 
the conqueror of Andalusia, would be outstanding in any age and in any 
capacity. In some respects, a man of even greater talent and accomplish
ment was Alfonso X of Castile-Lc6n (1252-1284). The son of Fernando m, 
he was a first cousin once removed of Frederick II and of Louis IX, the 
brother-in-law of Edward I, and the son-in-law of Jaime I. 

Alfonso X, a wise and learned man known to history as el Sabio, prob
ably had no intellectual equal among his royal contemporaries. A scholar 
and a poet, he swrounded himself with artists and learned men whom he 
directed in a cultural enterprise that produced an exceptional number of 
literary, legal, historical, and scientific works not to be found anywhere 
else in thirteenth-century Europe. On that account he is fully deserving of 
the title el Sabio. Historians, however, have not lauded his work in carry
ing out his principal responsibilities as a ruler. He has been faulted for 
wasting energy in pursuit of the crown of the Holy Roman Empire and 
for mismanaging the question of the succession to the throne. The fact 
that his son Sancho divested him of royal authority, thus effectively depos
ing him, seemed to justify the conclusion that his reign was a political 
failure. That judgment can and should be nuanced. 

Modem historiography concerning Alfonso X began with Antonio 
Ballesteros Bcrctta, who dedicated his scholarly life to the study of the 
reign. His major accomplishment was his biography of Alfonso X, pub
lished posthumously in 1963. Access to the riches of this immensely de
tailed work of nearly 1200 pages is not easy. The lack of an index of 
persons, places, and subjects in the original edition has been remedied in 
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2 Introduction 

the reprinted text. 1 One of the virtues of the book is that Ballesteros 
quoted extensively from many documents not yet published ( although his 
transcriptions are often in error), comparing them with the narrative 
sources. Thus, for the most part, he established a precise chronology of 
the reign. His steady adherence to a chronological line, however, is unsat
isfactory, because it is not balanced by a topical treabllent of issues that 
can best be understood in that way. C:Onsideration of institutional history 
is weak because he did not take into account the major developments in 
this field in the twentieth century. He also largely neglected social and 
economic history. Lastly, Ballesteros tended to assume an adulatory atti
tude toward Alfonso X, thereby lessening the soundness of his judgments. 
Nevertheless, future historians will always be very much in his debt. 

Aside from Ballesteros, one can still consult with profit Evelyn Proc
ter's discussion of the narrative and documentary sources and her excellent 
study of the royal chancery. She also published a little volume assessing 
Alfonso X's role as a scholar and patron of scholars.2 Somewhat compa
rable in intent is John E. Keller's biography, which offers a valuable over
view of the literary and scientific works produced in the royal court. 3 Vol
umes dealing with specific aspects of the reign include Rico's study of 
the General Estoria, Socarras's investigation of the king's imperial ambi
tions, and Ayala Martinez's evaluation of the king's peninsular policies. 4 In 
commemoration of the seventh centenary of the king's death a number of 
collaborative works were published relating to various aspects of the 
reign. 5 Over the years numerous articles have been written concerning 
Alfonsine legislation, the development of the cortes, economic and social 
problems, the church, and the literary achievements of the king and his 
collaborators. All of these will be cited in due course. 

Recognizing the value of historical knowledge, Alfonso X recorded 
the history of his own rcahns down to his accession in the Estoria de Es
p1mn11. 6 Unfortunately, a continuation of the chronicle into his own life
time seems not to have been made. The principal narrative source for the 
reign is the Chronicle of Alftmso X, a critical edition of which has long been 
a dcsideratum. 7 Written early in the fourteenth century at the behest of 
Alfonso XI (1312-1350) by Fernan Sanchez de Valladolid, the royal chan
cellor, it is the first of three chronicles devoted to the reigns of Alfonso X, 
Sancho IV, and Fernando IV. The early chapters of the Chronicle of Al-
fonso X arc a confusing chronological jumble, but the text stabilizes in the 
period after 1272. In recounting the crisis of 1272 the author apparently 
utilized a thirteenth-century text and had access to chancery documents. 
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Introduction 3 

The chronicle seems to be biased against the king and favorable to his 
rebellious son, Sancho. The Clmmide of Master Jofrc de Loaysa ( d. 1307/ 

1310), archdeacon of Toledo, after touching briefly on the last years of 
Fernando III, gives a fuller account of Alfonso X, but while it seems to be 
accurate it is still extremely brief. 8 

As for documentation, there is no collection that even remotely covers 
the entire reign, although Ballesteros calendared many of the king's char
ters. Scouring national, cathedral, and municipal archives, he identified 
nearly 1500 documents issued by Alfonso X's chancery, whose original reg
isters have disappeared. Ballesteros used his catalogue as the basis for his 
study of the royal itinerary. 9 The comparatively brief collection of 230 char
ters published by the Real Academia de la Historia is useful but the tran
scdptions arc frequently inaccurate. 10 Manuel Gonzalez Jimenez recently 
edited S39 royal charters relating to Andalusia. 11 

The law codes compiled at the king's command, namely, the &plculo, 
the Fuero relll, and the Siete PIWtUUls, also illuminate many aspects of gov
ernmental policy and life in thirteenth-century Castile-Le6n. 12 

Quite different in character is another extraordinary source, namely, 
the CantigRS de S11nt11 Mllria, a collection of more than +oO poems written 
in the Galician tongue at the king's direction. Snow has described this as 
a spiritual biography, in which Alfonso X presented himself as Mary's 
troubadour and hailed her as his advocate before the divine tribunal. Dur
ing this life he begged her to protect him and to heal him, and at the end 
to secure for him pardon, salvation, and entrance into paradise. Many of 
the later C11ntig11S recount events of the reign and reveal his attitudes to
ward his contemporaries. The OmtigRS is thus an historical source of the 
highest importance. 13 

While fully aware of the exceptional nature of Ballesteros's achieve
ment, I believe that a new history of the reign of Alfonso X is desirable, 
one that will combine the chronological and topical approaches, and adopt 
a more objective attirude toward the king. My purpose is to reassess the 
reign in the light of the considerable body of scholarship developed in the 
twentieth century, making ample use of the documentation unearthed by 
Ballesteros and others. I have not attempted to write a biography of the 
king, but rather to emphasize his reign, that is to say, his work as a 
thirteenth-century ruler. 

In order to present a well-rounded portrait of Alfonso X's reign, it is 
essential to comprehend the diversity of his kingdoms, his political ide
ology, the instruments of government, and his relations with the principal 
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4 Introduction 

political forces of the church, the nobility, and the municipalities. One 
must also understand the economic and social crisis caused by inflation 
and the absorption of thousands of Moors and Jews into the kingdom. 
Appropriate consideration must also be given to the king's role as a patron 
of scholars and the works of history, literature, and science produced in 
his court. 

In the later chapters of this book I will discuss the king's efforts to 
dominate his peninsular neighbors, his quest for the crown of the Holy 
Roman Empire, and his pursuit of dynastic and strategic interests in North 
Africa, which were abruptly ended by the revolt of the Muslims living 
under his rule. In tum, accumulated rcscnunents concerning taxation and 
legislation sparked the revolt of the nobility. The last unhappy decade of 
his reign was plagued by the failure of his imperial ambitions, the crisis 
created by the unforcsccn death of his son and heir, the invasion of the 
Bcnimerincs of Morocco, and the final rebellion of his second son. In 
conclusion I will attempt to aucss the work of Alfonso X in the gover
nance of his realm and his long range impact on the development of 
Castile-Lc6n. 
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1. The King and his Kingdoms 

Alfonso X came to power at a time when the territory of the realm had 
been greatly augmented by the conquest of Andalusia and Murcia. While 
this enhanced the prestige and authority of the crown, it also produced 
numerous problems not easy to resolve. The new king had to see to the 
rcpopulation of the newly-conquered zones; he had to deal with a sub
stantial Muslim population now submitted to Christian rule; and he was 
confronted with a galloping inflation that plagued him and his kingdom 
for many years. In addition, he was an ambitious monarch who planned 
to carry out his father's projected invasion of North Africa in order to seal 
the route used by innumerable Muslim armies to invade Spain in the past. 
He also hoped to lord it over his neighbors in the peninsula by reviving 
old Lconese imperial pretensions, and above all he was determined to ob
tain the crown of the Holy Roman Empire to which he laid claim as a 
grandson of Frederick Barbarossa. 

Accession 

In a letter addressed to Jaime I of Arag6n, Jofre de Loaysa, tutor to the 
king's daughter Violante, recounted Alfonso X's accession to power. Jofre 
tells us that Fernando III died on 31 May 1252 at Seville and was buried in 
the cathedral on the following day, 1 June. While all were still assembled 
at the tomb after the completion of the ceremony on that same day, "they 
raised up ( lmmt1mm) Don Alfonso as king and he became a knight and 
summoned all the magnates to come to Seville." 1 

The fifteenth-century continuator of Lucas of Tuy reported that after 
the interment of his father Alfonso said to the assembled prelates and no
bles: "I am now king." They replied: "We know surely that you arc the 
first-born son of your father to receive the government of the kingdom." 
Then he mounted a royal horse before the altar of the cathedral and all 
hailed him as the lord king Alfonso. Putting off his mourning dress, he 
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6 Chapter 1 

assumed royal garments of serge and, with trumpets blaring, was led 
throughout the city of Seville as heralds shouted: "Behold your king. 
Show him reverence and honor and obey him because this is our king and 
prince of all the people of the Spaniards." Accepted as king by all the 
people, he seated himself on his father's throne. He promised all the 
people of the realm, prelates, knights, citizens, and all others to give them 
good .fueros and to preserve the privileges and charters of his predecessors; 
nor would he afflict his people with any burden nor demand anything 
unaccustomed. 2 

Reflecting first on Jofrc de Loaysa's account, arc we to take literally 
his remark that the new king was raised up (lmm.ttmm), to mean that he 
was lifted up on a shield following the custom of the ancient Germanic 
peoples recorded by Tacitus? Or was he perhaps placed on a platform 
above the people? Or ought we to understand Jofre in a figurative sense as 
indicating that Alfonso X was now exalted to a higher dignity than his 
subjects? Ballesteros thought that he was lifted up on a shield. While 
thrusting a new monarch upward on a shield may have been appropriate 
in the age of the barbarous Visigoths, I doubt that Alfonso X, with his 
innate sense of the dignity and majesty of kingship, would have allowed 
himself to be handled in this manner. The laws in the Espkulo (1,2,1-6) 

concerning the honor of the king suggest that one would be bold indeed 
to lay hands on him and to hoist him in the air on a shield. I think that he 
was symbolically raised to a higher level by the acclamation of the assembly 
and that by mounting his throne, he was literally elevated above the rest; 
but I do not believe that he was actually lifted on a shield. 3 

Jofre said that the king received knighthood (Jue caballero) at the time 
of his accession, but failed to say how that was done. No more enlighten
ing is the king's own statement, "I received knighthood there" (i.e., Se
ville). 4 Ballesteros suggested that he was knighted by a mechanical statue 
of Santiago, as was the case with Alfonso XI, but there is no contemporary 
evidence of this. 5 I believe that Alfonso X, after his arms were blessed by 
one of the bishops, girded himself with them, just as his father had done 
in the curul, of Burgos in 1219.6 Alfonso X was acutely aware of the impor
tance of knighthood and the bond that subordinated the one knighted to 
the person conferring knighthood; he is not likely to have been knighted 
by anyone else. The point was made in the Partidlu (2,21,11) that the king 
or his heir, though not themselves knights, could confer knighthood, "by 
reason of the kingdom, because they are the head of the knighthood." 
Given Alfonso X's devotion to the Virgin Mary and his general neglect of 
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the shrine of Compostela, it d~ not seem likely that he wished to estab
lish a special bond with that sec by receiving knighthood from a statue of 
St. James.7 

The account given by the continuator of Lucas of Tuy, though obvi
ously not the testimony of a contemporary, does have a certain verisimili
tude. More than likely the prelates and nobles did acknowledge the king, 
who changed into royal garb and then rode on horseback through the 
streets amidst the plaudits of the crowd; on reaching the alt4:u,.r he was 
seated on his father's throne. When he summoned the cortcs to Seville in 
October, he may have received a general pledge of allegiance from the 
assembled estates, and perhaps promised to uphold good fueros, to main
tain the privileges of his predecessors, and not to overburden his subjects. 8 

Neither Jofrc nor the continuator of Lucas of Tuy recorded that the 
king was crowned by any prelate or that he crowned himself, though Bal
lesteros avers, without citing any source, that he took a golden crown from 
the altar and placed it on his own head. I suspect rather that Alfonso X 
crowned himself in a public ceremony two years later during the cortes of 
Toledo. After concluding his business in Andalusia, he made his first visit 
to Toledo, his birthplace, where he convened the cortes in the spring of 
1254. In addition to prelates, nobles, and townsmen, the Muslim kings of 
Granada, Murcia, and Niebla were summoned to the cortes. A chance 
remark by the poet Gil Perez Conde suggests that the king seized this 
occasion to crown himself. Recording his past services to Alfonso X, the 
poet cited an undated instance "in Toledo, when you took the crown 
there." 9 During the cortes in March 1254, the king's daughter Berenguela 
was acknowledged as heir to the throne and a treaty was concluded with 
England. 10 What better opportunity for a royal coronation than this initial 
visit to Toledo, "the Cllbeza de Esp11na" in Visigothic times, "where an
ciently the emperors were crowned?" 11 Toledo, with its memories of he
gemony over the entire peninsula, in Alfonso X's mind would have been 
an appropriate site for his coronation. Coronation by an archbishop had 
never become customary in the kingdom of Castile-Loon. As Alfonso X 
seemed determined not to give any ecclesiastic the chance to claim the 
slightest superiority over him, he likely crowned himself. 12 

Not quite thirty-one years of age at his accession, Alfonso X reigned 
for an additional thirty-two years. He died at the age of sixty-two in Seville, 
where he was first proclaimed as king, on 4 April 1284, the feast of St. 
Isidore of Seville. The son of Fernando III and Beatriz of Swabia, he was 
born on 23 November 1221 (the feast of St. Clement) in Toledo. He was 
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probably named for his grandfather Alfonso IX of Lc6n and his great
grandfather Alfonso VIII of Castile. Some months after Alfonso's birth 
Fernando III summoned the men of the realm to Burgos, the capital of 
Old Castile, to do homage to his first-born son and heir on 21 March 1222. 

The only document mentioning this event records that "the homage of the 
realm was solemnly given by oath to Infante Lord Alfonso." 13 Thereafter 
he was entrusted to the care of a foster-father (11yo), Garcia Fernandez de 
Villamayor, the fflllyortlomo m11yor of the child's grandmother, Queen Be
rengucla. Together with his wife Mayor Arias, Garcfa Fernandez reared 
the boy in the region of Burgos; apparently he also spent some time in 
Galicia, where he developed a taste for the language he later employed so 
effectively in the C11ntig111 de S11nta Mllrill. His mother Beatriz died on 
5 November 1235 when he was just fourteen. As he grew to manhood his 
father entrusted him with greater responsibility. When he was in his twen
ties, the king, who was ill, sent him to occupy the kingdom of Murcia 
whose Muslims offered to submit to Castilian rule. 14 

The Roya/, Family 

At the age of twenty-seven, Alfonso married Violante, the eldest daughter 
of Jaime I of Arag6n and Violante of Hungary, at Valladolid on 29 January 
1249. 15 The marriage was a fruitful one, as eleven sons and daughters were 
born to the royal couple. Violante was probably not quite thirteen at the 
time of her marriage; she did not give birth to her first child, a daughter 
Berenguela, until 1253. In accordance with "royal sanctions and the custom 
of Spain," the king summoned the cortcs of Toledo in March 1254 to ren
der homage to her as heir to the throne. 16 Though she was betrothed to 
Prince Louis of France in 1256, the marriage was never solemnized because 
of his death. 17 She was soon displaced in the line of succession when a 
male heir, Fernando de la Cerda (so-called because he was born with a hair 
on his chest), arrived on 23 October 1255. The other children of Alfonso X 
and Violante were Beatriz, Leonor, Sancho, Constama, Pedro, Juan, Isa
bel, Violante, and Jaime. 18 

Queen Violante, a strong worn~ collaborated with her husband in 
the tasks of government and served as his representative in several critical 
situations, but she broke with him in his later years, siding with their 
rebellious son Sancho. Alfonso X was not always faithful to his marriage 
vows and had at least four illegitimate children. Prior to his marriage, by 
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his liaison with Mayor Guillm de Guzman, he had a daughter Beatriz 
(1244-1303), his favorite, who married Afonso III of Portugal and became 
the mother of the future King Dinis. The others were Urraca Alfonso, 
Alfonso Fernandez or Alfonso el Nino (d. 1281), and Martin Alfonso, 
abbot ofValladolid. 19 

Several of Alfonso X's brothers played influential roles during his 
reign. Perhaps because of disagreement concerning the imperial inheri
tance, the eldest, Fadrique, left the kingdom before 1260 and eventually 
joined his younger brother Enrique in the service of the emir of Tunis. 
Later Fadrique actively opposed Charles of Anjou in Sicily and then re
turned to Tunis to aid in its defense against the crusade of Louis IX of 
France. In 1272 he returned to Castile but was executed five years later for 
reasons that have long been unclear. 20 

Enrique, the second brother, quarreled with Alfonso X, who had 
quashed Fernando ill's concession to Enrique of a lordship centered at 
Moron. 21 Probably in 12ss Enrique went into exile, traveling first to En
gland and then to Tunis where, as a valued servant of the emir, he amassed 
a considerable fortune. For a time he was involved in the wars of Guelfs 
and Ghibellines in Italy, but he was captured and imprisoned by Charles 
of Anjou in 1268. Released only in 1294, he returned home and until his 
death in 1304 participated actively in the regency of Fernando IV. 22 

Two of the king's younger brothers, Felipe and Sancho, were in
tended for ecclesiastical careers. Felipe, educated at Paris and archbishop
elect of Seville, had no inclination to the priestly life and soon persuaded 
Alfonso X to find other prospects for him. He later led the rebellious mag
nates against the king but died about 1274. Sancho, archbishop-elect of 
Toledo, died in 1261 and the see was then filled by another Sancho, Queen 
Violante's brother. Manuel, the youngest son of Fernando III by Queen 
Beatriz, the favorite among Alfonso X's siblings ("que tan raygado era el 
su amor en nuestro corazon, como del fijo que mas amamos"), at the close 
of the reign also joined the revolt of Infante Sancho; he died in 1283.23 The 
king's uncle, Alfonso de Molina (d. 1272), was also a notable figure in the 
court in his early years; his daughter Maria married Sancho IV. 

F1m1iUal and Courtly Etiquette 

Because of the intimacy of continual daily contact among family members 
and courtiers, Alfonso X was especially concerned that appropriate eti-
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quctte be observed. As the thrust of the sections on kingship in the Espe
culo and the Partidas was to strengthen and exalt the position of the king, 
it is not surprising that he should not wish anyone to become overly fa
miliar with him. As a consequence, he stressed that no one should behave 
in a coarse or vulgar manner in his presence. Rough language, lies, boast
ing, and ugly words were to be avoided. No one should contradict the 
king, but if he were in error, he should be informed discreetly so that he 
could make the necessary correction. No one should sit while he was 
standing, or be seated on the same level, or stand over him while he was 
seated. No one should ride next to him without being asked to do so. No 
one should lie on his bed while he was in it or jump over it, especially 
when he was in it! Royal charters, seals, images, clothing, and other ac
coutrements ought to be respected and not tom up, defaced, destroyed, 
insulted, or otherwise vandalized. 24 

Just as the king should be honored and protected against injury and 
insult,· so also should the queen and the royal children. Although Alfonso 
X emphasized that no one should intrude on the queen's privacy, he was 
especially adamant in condemning adultery on her part, should she com
mit it, declaring it a betrayal of her husband and of God who had given 
woman to one man only so that they might become one. Adultery was 
punishable in the same way as the killing of the king. While insisting that 
the king ought to avoid adultery as contrary to the law of God and the 
Church, Alfonso X clearly held to a double standard. No punishment be
fell the king if he betrayed the queen in this manner. As the king had 
several illegitimate children, the law requiring that both his mistress and 
the children she bore him should be honored and protected was not an 
idle one (Especulo, 2,3,1-3; Partulas, 2,14,1). Honor and deference was due 
to all the king's children, but especially to his eldest son and heir. Those 
who counseled him to act foolishly or to disobey his father were subject 
to severe penalties (Especulo, 2,4,1-7; 2,16,7; 2,s; Partidas, 2,14,2; 2,15,1). 

Courtly etiquette also prohibited adultery and fornication among the 
ladies in the queen's household. The act was condemned as dishonor to 
the queen, as bad example that might encourage others, and as treason, 
punishable by death, confiscation, exile, or blinding. Similar penalties 
would be inflicted on peeping toms, who cut holes in walls or climbed up 
on roofs to spy on the queen's ladies and who would, said the king, do 
more if they could (Especulo, 2,15,1-13; Partidas, 2,14,3-4). 
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of Braga in northwest Portugal. These episcopal cities were self-governing 
in a limited sense as they were subject to the civil rule of their bishops, 
who held them in lordship. There were also numerous monasteries in 
Galicia, enjoying extensive lordships; originally Benedictine, many had 
accepted the Cluniac or Cistcrcian observance. Then as throughout its 
history, Galicia maintained a strong regional identity, reinforced by its 
mountains and by the Galician language, which bears a closer relationship 
to Portuguese than to Castilian. 

In Asturias, stretching along the shores of the Bay of Biscay and in
land through the Cantabrian mountains, the Christian reconquest had its 
beginnings early in the eighth century. A tiny kingdom was established at 
Oviedo on the Orbigo river, with Oviedo both a royal city and a bishopric. 
Only in the early tenth century did the rulers of Oviedo feel secure enough 
to transfer their scat southward to Lc6n on the Esla river. 

In the eighth and ninth centuries the region stretching southward to 
the Ducro was repopulated. Mozarabic monks fleeing from Muslim op
pression brought with them the traditions ofVisigothic Spain exemplified 
in the Mozarabic liturgy and the Visigothic Code or Liber IUIUCUm, which 
became the fundamental written law in the kingdom of Lc6n. As the Ro
mance languages emerged, Lc6n developed a distinctive dialect known as 
leones. 

Besides the city of Lc6n, other important towns included Astorga 
and Benavente. For the most part the Lconcsc and Asturian towns were 
self-governing in direct dependence upon the crown, from which they re
ceived charters detailing their military and financial obligations, as well as 
certain fundamental laws and customs. 

In some respects the most important part of the kingdom was 
Lconcsc Extremadunt, the area south of the Ducro, repopulated in the 
tenth and eleventh centuries. Herc the land was decidedly flat, and given 
over to the production of wheat, vineyards, and livestock raising. Govern
mentally, it was divided into extensive municipalities, self-governing under 
royal jurisdiction. These included Zamora on the Duero, Salamanca on 
the Tonnes, Ciudad Rodrigo, and Coria. All were bishoprics but the bish
ops did not enjoy civil jurisdiction as did their counterparts in Galicia. The 
militia forces of these towns gained special fame in the twelfth and thir
teenth centuries by aiding the king to advance the frontier to the Tagus 
river and beyond. Below the Tagus, the important towns were Caceres, 
Merida, and Badajoz, captured early in the thirteenth century. Merida, an 
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The Crown of Castile-Leon 

Alfonso X's first task was to govern effectively the kingdoms that he had 
inherited. Although he proclaimed that king and people were unified in 
one body, the fact is that he did not rule over a unified state. His monarchy 
included several different kingdoms as the royal intitulation makes clear: 
king of Castile, Toledo, Lc6n, Galicia, Seville, C6rdoba, Murcia, Jacn, and 
the Algarve. By listing all these titles he was indulging in a bit of bragga
docio, suggesting that his power and prestige were greater because of the 
many states subject to his rule. At the same time the list emphasized the 
historical fact of expansion by conquest, as well as the disparities existing 
among his dominions. Not only were the legal and institutional differ
ences between Castile and Lc6n significant, but so too were the differences 
between them and the kingdoms to the south. Toledo, Seville, C6rdoba, 
Murcia, Jaco, and the Algarve had once been petty Muslim kingdoms. 
Toledo, captured in 1085, was listed second after Castile, and before Le6n, 
because it was the ancient seat of the Visigothic monarchy. The Muslim 
and Jewish population of the Andalusian and Murcian kingdoms was 
much larger than in the north. To create a unity from such diverse ele
ments was a staggering task that could not be accomplished in a gen
eration, but Alfonso X made significant efforts to achieve that goal. His 
purpose was not to obliterate all differences, but rather to make them work 
in a coherent harmony. 25 

Our understanding of this task will be enhanced if we begin by con
sidering the geographical characteristics of the several kingdoms and the 
history of their incorporation into his dominions. 26 

The kingdom of Lc6n consisted of four principal parts: Galicia, As
turias, Lc6n, and Lconese Extremadura. Occupying -the mountainous 
northwestern comer of the peninsula, Galicia was intersected by the river 
Mino running from Lugo through Orense to Tuy and then emptying into 
the Atlantic Ocean. Noted for dairy fanning, the region was also distin
guished by the archbishopric of Santiago de Compostcla, founded upon 
the supposed burial site of the Apostle St. James. A pilgrimage site, San
tiago drew visitors from all over Europe who contributed to its prosperity 
as well as that of the many small towns on the route from the foothills of 
the Pyrenees westward through Castile and Lc6n. Erected as an archiepis
copal sec in the twelfth century, Santiago exercised metropolitan juris
diction over Lconese Extremadura. The other Galician bishoprics-Lugo, 
Tuy, Mondoficdo, and Orense -depended on the ancient archbishopric 
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archiepiscopal sec in Visigothic times, never regained that rank, because 
its metropolitan status was transferred to Compostela. Badajoz was both 
a bishopric and a self-governing municipality. 

Generally speaking, royal documents use the term Lc6n to include all 
the regions described above, though occasionally Galicia may be given 
special mention. Extrcrnadura usually referred to Castilian Extrcmadura, 
but the plural form u,s &1'1n,1111l1,r111 meant both Castilian and Lconcsc 
Extrcrnadura. 

The Crown of Castile, the largest of Alfonso X's dominions and the 
largest of the peninsular kingdoms, included Old Castile, Castilian Extrc
madura, the kingdom of Toledo, the Andalusian kingdoms of Seville, C6r
doba, Jam, Murcia, and the Algarvc. 

Old Castile, centered about the town of Burgos, extended from the 
Cantabrian coast of the Bay of Biscay to the Duero river. Its western 
boundary with Lc6n was the river Cea, a branch of the Esla that flows 
through the city of Lc6n. The eastern boundary with Navarre and Arag6n 
was defined to some extent by the river Ebro. As part of the central mcscta, 
Castile, though elevated well above sea level, was generally flat. Its princi
pal crop was wheat, but raising livestock also became important and the 
Mesta had its origins in this area. Populated by a pioneer people, Castile 
had a strong sense of its own identity and its language soon came to domi
nate the Crown of Castile-Lc6n. The ancestral holdings of most of the 
principal noble families were situated there. Important monasteries were 
also located in Old Castile. 

Burgos, the scat of a bishopric situated on the river Arlanza, prided 
itself upon being the chief city of Castile ( caput CRstellae or Cllbez11 de 
Cllstilul). It first came into prominence in the eighth century as the prin
cipal fortrcg of the counts of Castile who defended the region against 
Muslim assaults. At that time Castile formed part of the kingdom of Lc6n, 
but it became a kingdom in its own right in the early eleventh century. It 
was united with Lc6n from time to time, but the final union of the two 
kingdoms was achieved by Fernando III in 1230. Besides Burgos, the other 
important towns were Valladolid on the Pisuerga river and Palencia on the 
Carri6n. In La Rioja, near the Aragoncsc frontier, lay Calahorra and Lo
grofio on the Ebro, and Osma and Soria on the Duero. Palencia and Ca
lahorra were episcopal towns, but self-governing under the crown. 

Along the Bay of Biscay important maritime towns emerged in the 
twelfth century: San Vicente de la Barquera, Santander, Laredo, Castro 
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Urdiales, San Sebastian, Fuenterrabfa, and others. By the beginning of the 
thirteenth century they were developing important trade relations with 
neighboring France and Portugal and limited contacts with England. 

Stretching along the coast just to the east of Castro Urdiales as far 
eastward as San Sebastian and Fuenterrabfa near the French frontier were 
the Basque provinces of Vizcaya and Guipuzcoa. Below them was the 
Basque province of Aiava, with its capital at Vitoria. The region had long 
been in dispute between Castile and Navarre, but in the twelfth century 
Castile established firm control. From the reign of Alfonso VIII, members 
of the Haro family transformed a royal tenancy of Vizcaya into an effective 
family lordship. 

Casrilian Extremadura takes its name from the Duero river that rises 
near Soria in the east and runs in a westerly direction to Porto on the 
Atlantic Ocean. 27 In the tenth and eleventh centuries the Casrilians moved 
south of the river and established many important municipalities. Self
governing under the crown with important charters, these included Se
govia, Avila, Sepulveda, Arevalo, and Medina dcl Campo. Here there were 
no monasteries of major importance and the only lordships were those of 
the municipalities themselves. The nobility had few properties there and 
the power of the bishops of Segovia and Avila was essentially spiritual. 
The towns provided militia forces for the armies of the reconquest in the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries. 

The kingdom of Toledo was a conglomeration of towns lying along 
the Tagus river that fell to Alfonso VI with the surrender of the metropolis 
in 1085. The acquisition of Toledo, famous as the scat of the Visigothic 
kings, was always considered a major goal of the kings of Le6n-Castile. 
Alfonso VI assumed the title of emperor of Toledo and it came to be 
known as the imperial city, the caput Hisp11,niae. Toledo was not only an 
archiepiscopal see but also claimed primatial jurisdiction over all the other 
peninsular bishops, a claim that was not always admitted. The archbishops 
possessed an extensive lordship generally south of the Tagus river. 

Other towns that fell to the Christians with the capture of Toledo 
included Guadalajara, Siguenza, Madrid, Alcala de Henares, Escalona, and 
Talavera. In the twelfth century Alfonso VIII repopulated Plasencia and 
captured Cuenca in 1177. In addition to the archiepiscopal see, Cuenca, 
Plasencia, and Siguenza were bishoprics. Throughout the kingdom there 
were substantial numbers of Mozarabic Christians, Jews, and Moors. Thus 
the influence of oriental culture began to be felt strongly in Christian 
Spain in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. 
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The rone below the kingdom of Toledo extending along the valley of 
the Guadiana and down nearly to the Guadalquivir consisted mainly of the 
dominions of the military Orders of Calatrava, Santiago, Alcantara, and to 
a lesser extent the Hospital of St. John and the Temple. The Spanish 
military orders, established in the second half of the twelfth century in 
imitation of the military orders of the Holy Land, were given important 
castles to defend along the southern frontiers of Castile and Lc6n. Hold
ing lands in lordship directly from the crown, they constituted a perma
nent military force protecting the frontier against sudden attack by the 
Moors. In the early thirteenth cenmry they contributed significantly to the 
conquest of Andalusia, Murcia, and the Algarve. The Campo de Calatrava 
was largely flat plain, not heavily populated; there were many villages 
throughout the region, but no major towns until Alfonso X, intent on 
emphasizing royal power, established Villarreal (modem Ciudad Real) 
midway between Toledo and Andalusia.18 

Andalusia was the prize that the Christian kings of Spain had been 
eyeing for two hundred years when Fernando III achieved the conquest 
of C6rdoba (1236), Jaen (1244), and Seville (12.48). Located along the Gua
dalquivir, these towns had a long history of prosperity as centers of com
mercial and industrial activity. C6rdoba had once been the scat of the 
caliphs in the tenth cenmry, while Seville had served as the peninsular 
capital of the Almoravids and the Almohads. In population and riches 
both cities surpassed those of the north. Seville was an archiepiscopal see 
with jurisdiction over most of Andalusia, including the suffragan secs of 
C6rdoba and Jacn. Fernando III gave the Visigothic Code (known in 
translation as the Fuero Juzgo) as a municipal law to C6rdoba, Seville, and 
other Andalusian towns, achieving a degree of juridical unity there. Other 
notable towns were Carmona, Ecija, Jerez de la Frontera, and Cadiz on 
the coast. In the upper Guadalquivir valley were Baeza, Ubeda, Jacn, and 
Andujar. The Islamic kingdom of Granada was a tributary dependency of 
Castile. 

At the beginning of his reign, Alfonso X had to complete the work of 
settlement and repopulation in Andalusia begun by his father. The emi
gration of thousands of Muslim workers who preferred to live in an Is
lamic state opened land for colonization, but also weakened the economy. 
By the systematic distribution of lands to bishops, abbots, nobles, military 
orders, and others, the king established a Christian presence there, but the 
influx of so many people depopulated numerous northern villages, thereby 
worsening the economic situation. 
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A considerable proportion of the Andalusian population remained 
Muslim who were assured of religious freedom and the right to live ac
cording to their own law. Spurred to rebellion in 1264 by the king of 
Granada, the Mudejues (Muslims living under Christian rule) for two 
years held off Alfonso X's attempts to subjugate them. After the pacifi
cation of Andalusia, he ejected the Mudcjars from Jerez and other cities, 
nearly dcvoiding that area of its former Muslim population. 

Off to the cast the petty Muslim kingdom of Murcia submitted to 
Fernando III. When Alfonso X, then still infante, was sent to take pos
session in 124+- 1246, he established the frontier between Murcia and the 
Crown of Arag6n. The principal towns were Murcia, Lorca, Orihuela, 
Alicante, and Canagena, an episcopal sec on the coast. Murcia was a pros
perous land whose population was largely Muslim until Jaime I of Arag6n, 
responding to Castilian pleas, suppressed the Mudcjar revolt in 1264. He 
brought in Catalan settlers who introduced their distinctive language. 
While Alfonso X did not uproot the Mudcjars as in Andalusia, he did 
isolate them in the cities. Juridical unity could not be said to exist either 
in Murcia or Andalusia since a notable segment of the population was not 
subject to a common law. 

The dominions of the Crown of Castile-Lc6n were brought together 
as so many pieces in a puzzle over several centuries. This was in part the 
legacy of Fernando III to his son, Alfonso X. Because of his triumphant 
reconquest of most of Andalusia and Murcia, Fernando III gained extraor
dinary renown in his own lifetime. Alfonso X evidently admired him and 
may always have measured himself against his father's achievement. In the 
Estorui de Esp1u11ui he recorded the words spoken to him by his father as 
he lay on his deathbed: 

My son, you arc richer in lands and good vassals than any other king in 
Christendom. Strive to do well and to be good, for you have the wherewithal. 
My Lord, I leave you the whole realm from the sea hither that the Moors 
won from Rodrigo, king of Spain. All of it is in your dominion, part of it 
conquered, the other part tributary. If you know how to preserve in this state 
what I leave you, you will be as good a king as I; and if you win more for 
yourself, you will be better than I; but if you diminish i¼ you will not be as 
good as 1.29 

In speaking in this manner, Fernando III, consciously or not, placed 
a burden on his son's shoulders, as he implied that his worth as a king 
would depend on his pursuing an expansionist policy. 
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2. The Ideology of Government 

If one is to understand Alfonso X's policies, one must first understand his 
concept of government. This owed much to the Hispanic tradition ex
pressed in the Visigothic Code, itself based upon Roman law and trans
lated into Castilian early in the thirteenth century on the command of 
Fernando m. The writings of St. Isidore of Seville ( d. 636 ), especially the 
Etymologies, brought together the biblical tradition of kingship and that of 
ancient Rome. 1 The customary law of Castile and Le6n also contributed, 
but the greatest impact on the intellectual formation of the king and his 
collaborators in matters of government came from the works of Aristotle, 
most notably his Politics, and Roman and Canon law, which became the 
subject of study in the emerging universities. 2 Men knowledgeable in Ro
man and Canon law found employment in the royal court and inevitably in
fluenced the king's ideas concerning his kingdom and his duties. Alfonso X 
revealed his ideas of government in his charters, but especially in the law 
codes compiled under his direction: the Espkulo, Fum, relll,, and Siete Ptir
tidAs. 3 The writings of historians, lawyers, and other theorists associated 
with the royal court also reflect the thinking of the times. 

The Idea of the State 

Under the influence of Aristotle and Roman law, thirteenth-century po
litical theory moved beyond the idea of society based on the feudal bonds 
between lord and vassal to a new idea of corporate unity linking all men 
in a given territory under the rule of a king. We call this concept the state.• 
Aristotle's notion that the state arose from the very nature of humanity 
found a congenial place in of Alfonso X's thinking. 5 In Alfonsine works 
the naturalness of civil society was expressed by the term natunueza, 
which was defined as one of the great bonds that people have with one 
another and which creates a loving relationship among them. It arises 
from birth or long residence in a particular territory and from family ties 
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(Partidas, 4,24,1-s; 2,18,32). Thus the king is the natural lord of the 
people, who are called natural.es or natives of the realm and his natural 
vassals. This natural bond between king and people supersedes and is 
greater than any feudal tie.6 The natural origin of civil government also 
freed the state from any dependence on the spiritual power and in that 
sense contributed to the secularization of society.7 

The state was an abstraction, but it was also a corporate entity, a 
juridical person, with its own reason for being and its own public law. The 
traditional Roman term for this, respubliai, does not appear in Alf onsine 
works, though Juan Gil de Zamora, tutor to Infante Sancho, employed 
it. 8 More commonly the king spoke of the regno, tierra, or senorlo, words 
that meant much more than the geographical area over which he ruled. "A 
kingdom (regno) is a country (tierra) that has a king as lord (seilor)" (Par
tidas, 2,19,3). These terms refer to that abstract entity or juristic person, 
the state. Indeed, the contemporary Libro de los cim capitulos made the 
point that the king and his kingdom were two persons, but one thing. 9 

Alfonso X often used regno, tierra, and senorlo in the same passage, giving 
them an equivalent meaning. 10 His comment that certain moneys or reve
nues "belong to the kingdom" indicates his awareness of the separate iden
tity of the realm. 11 

In feudal usage, tierra meant a fief, but Alfonso X used it with refer
ence to his kingdom. Senorlo also had feudal connotations as it derived 
from senor or lord, but Alfonso X distinguished the feudal relationship 
between lord and vassal from the bond between the king as natural lord 
and his people who were natives of the realm. In this sense, senorlo referred 
to his dominions and to his authority over his people. 12 The term corona 
in the sense of an invisible crown linking king and kingdom, but distinct 
from both, does not seem to be used in Alfonsine texts, but it was surely 
known to the king's collaborators. Sancho IV, for example, in 1285 stated 
that he would not alienate a certain village belonging to the corona real,. 
Nuno Gonzalez de Lara, according to the royal chronicle, written early in 
the fourteenth century, declared that he would never advise the king to re
lease Portugal from the tribute owed to "the crown of your kingdoms." 13 

The Body Politic 

The most influential description of the state and its component elements., 
king, kingdom, and people, was the body politic, which John of Salisbury 
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graphically described in the twelfth century. 14 Although the PartitlRs 
(2,10,3), following Aristotle, compared the kingdom to a garden, the 
people to trees, and the king to its lord, the body politic was the preferred 
image. Alfonso X did not use the word cuerpo poUtico as such, but he com
pared himself and his people to the human body, emphasizing that he was 
the head and they were the members: 

As the soul resides in man's heart and the body lives and is sustained by it, so 
justice, which is the life and sustenance of the people, resides in the king .... 
As the heart is one and all members receive from it unity in one body, so also 
all the people of the kingdom . . . ought to be one with the king, to serve 
him and to aid him .... The king is the head of the kingdom, and as the 
senses, by which all the members of the body arc directed, originate in the 
head, so also all ought to be directed and guided by the commandment origi
nating with the king, who is lord and head of all the people of the realm . . . . 
He is the soul and the head and they are the members. 15 

The very concept of the body emphasizes unity, as St. Paul recognized 
when he compared the church to the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12.12). Al
fonso X stressed the principle of unity when he noted that the king is the 
one "through whom all the men of the realm receive the gift of God in 
being one thing" (PIWtituu, 2,1,s; 2,1s,s; Esplculo, 2,6,1). As St. Paul stressed 
the interdependence of the members of the Body of Christ, so the king 
argued that people of all classes, recognizing their need for one another, 
ought to give mutual assistance so that they might live well and securely. 
As their hca~ the king would suffer whatever ill came to them as members 
of the body (PIWtituu, 2,10,1-2). By implication, disobedience could result 
in disorders throughout the body. An attack on the king, for example, was 
"against the kingdom because it removes from them that head that God 
gave them and the life whereby they live as one" (Especulo, 2,1,6). 

The unity of the realm was such that the king should not diminish it 
in any way, especially by partition or alienation. At his accession, Al
fonso IX of Le6n lamented his father's liberality which so diminished the 
kingdom "that the dignity and glory of the realm could hardly .stand." 16 

Alfonso X recalled that "anciently they made a fuero and a statute in Spain 
that the smorlo del regno should not be divided nor alienated." The men of 
the realm were required to swear that they would not divide it nor alienate 
it. The EstoriR. de Espan,u,. made the same point: "In ancient times the 
Goths agreed among themselves that the empire of Spain should never be 
divided but that all of it should always be under one lord." 17 Ironically, in 
the closing years of his reign Alfonso X violated this principle when he 

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



20 Chapter 2 

attempted to partition his dominions among his contending heirs. The 
Cartigos e docummtos, reputedly the work of his son Sancho IV, stressed 
the unfortunate consequences of the partition of the rcalm. 18 

The Good Estate of the Realm 

The undivided state had certain purposes which the king was expected to 
fulfill. Royal policy was justified on the grounds that it furthered the uti
litas or necessitas regni. In 1282 Alfonso X spoke of his desire to achieve 
peace with Granada that would "redound to the service of God, the utility 
of the kingdom, and our honor." The bishops and abbots prayed that 
Infante Sancho, then in revolt against his father, would rule "for the utility 
of his realm." 19 In order to satisfy the needs of the realm, the king had to 
assess the status terre, the state of the kingdom. During the cortes of Se
ville in 1250, Fernando III declared his desire to regulate the "good con
dition of the realm." 20 Alfonso X spoke of putting "in good estate the 
business of our kingdoms and of our dominion" and expressed the hope 
that the "realm would return to law and good cstate." 21 When the bishops 
appealed to the pope in 1277 to release the king from his oath not to 

modify the coinage, they asserted that it was for "the good estate of the 
realm." The h'""""""" of 1282 was anxious that "the realm would be paci
fied and would return to the good estate to which it was accustomed." 22 

In trying to maintain the kingdom in good estate, Alfonso X sought 
to achieve the common good ( pro comu,u,l). In numerous instances, he 
stressed that he acted for the good or benefit of the realm ( pro de lll tieml, 
pro del regno).23 In 1282 he said that he hoped that the alliance of France 
and Castile would be to the "common good ... not only of our dominion 
but of the whole of Christendom." 24 Often what was good for the king
dom was also said to serve God. In enacting the P"'1illlu, the king declared 
that he was making these laws "for the service of God and the common 
good of all our dominion." In 1277 the bishops emphasized that the alter
ation of the coinage would "be to the service of God and to the benefit of 
(the king) and of his kingdom." 25 

Conversely, certain actions might be injurious to the kingdom or to 
its prejudice or diminution (Especulo, 1,1,6; 2,8,1; 2,16,s). The Especulo 
(s,11,33) stipulated that "if the king should swear anything that might in
jure or diminish the realm, he is not bound to observe that oath." Just as 
the king might have enemies, so also might the kingdom, though usually 
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these enemigos del rey e del regno were the same people (Esplculo, 2,6,2). 

Thus in 1282 Alfonso X declared that "a conspiracy against us and against 
our dominion" had been organized that was both a grave injury to the king 
and a "grave prejudice to our realms."26 What was injurious to the realm 
might also be treasonable both to the king and the kingdom.17 

Patriotism 

Rather than harm the kingdom, the king and the people ought to love it 
and help it to grow. Maravall commented that the king's arguments con
cerning love of country arc a small treatise on patriotism. The obligation 
to love one's country arises from the natural bond created between the 
land and the people at birth ( or in the case of persons born elsewhere, out 
of long residence). Nature required one to praise and serve God, one's 
parents, and one's country. Love of one's country demanded that everyone 
attempt to improve it, to cultivate it, to exploit its pasturage, mines and 
other natural resources, to develop it in good order by building roads, 
bridges and the like so that "men will have a greater desire to live and 
dwell in it." Those who truly love the land will have the wisdom and the 
strength to subdue it. 28 

The duty to love one's country brought with it the obligation to de
fend it. Christian kings, including Alfonso X, often spoke of their respon
sibility to defend the Christian faith or Christendom against the Moors. 
This obligation was made less universal and more precise when it was 
focused on the fatherland. Archbishop Rodrigo Jimenez de Rada, for ex
ample, emphasized that the Order of Calatrava was established "for the 
defense of the fatherland." 29 As the defense of the realm "touches the king 
himself and the kingdom," each man was obliged "to protect the land 
where he lives of which he is a native." The natural bond existing between 
men and the land required that they respond to the king's summons to 
defend it. 30 The obligation to do so bound everyone in common, not 
merely feudal vassals ( PllttUU&s, 2,21). No one was excused because "the 
injury and damage touches all," and "it is the defense of the king who is 
lord of the kingdom that is common to all."31 Other contemporary texts 
reflect the same ideas. In 1277 the towns of the Asturian hemuindiu/,, for 
example, pledged "to defend and to protect the land of our lord the 
king."32 

The defense of the realm, however, might also require that one lay 
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down one's life for one's country. All "have a great debt to the land to love 
it and increase it and to die for it, if that should be necessary" (Partidas, 
4,24,4). The one who died in defense of his country gained undying fame 
for himself and his lineage. 33 On the contrary, failure to respond and to 
defend one's country against enemy attack was condemned as treason (Es
peculo, 3,s,1-s). 

The King, the Pope, and the Emperor 

As mentioned above, Alfonso X defined the kingdom as a country that has 
a king as its lord. In his thinking, the king was superior to all those within 
his realm and independent of any external authority in temporal matters. 
All of this has to do with the development of the modem idea of sover
eignty. In thirteenth-century political theory, there were two powers, the 
papacy and the empire, ruling in the spiritual and temporal spheres re
spectively. As the demarcation of the two spheres was uncertain, there was 
contention over papal claims to authority in the temporal realm and over 
imperial claims to jurisdiction over other monarchs. 34 

Alfonso X accepted the theory of the two powers or two swords, but 
he was careful not to identify them with the papacy and the empire. Nev
ertheless, he believed that the two powers ought to be in agreement and 
ought to aid one another. 35 In an ordinance concerning tithes he stressed 
that he acted so that "the temporal and spiritual powers, which both come 
from God," shall be in harmony with one another. 36 He had no hesitancy 
in admitting that in spiritual matters he and all Christians were subordi
nate to the pope as the head of Christendom, but not otherwise ( Partida 
BM, 1,s,10). He did not specifically deny the pope's right to intervene in 
secular affairs, but he was quite firm in stating that papal authority was 
restricted to spiritual things. The emperor, for example, "is not bound to 
obey anyone, except the pope in spiritual matters" (Partidas, 2,1,1). Al
fonso X's position concerning his own possible subjection to the pope, or 
to the emperor, or any other ruler in temporal matters was expressed quite 
clearly when he said "by the grace of God we do not have anyone superior 
to us in temporal affairs." 37 In the PartidRs (3,23,17) he emphasized that 
there was no appeal from the judgment of emperors and kings because 
"they do not have superiors over them in temporal matters." 

The principle in its Latin form, rex non recognoscat superiorem in tem
pomlibus, was a commonplace of thirteenth-century political theory and 
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served to protect European kings against papal claims to temporal su
premacy and imperial claims to universal dominion. Another principle, rex 
in regno suo impemtor est, was used to guard the king against imperial in
trusion into the kingdom, where the king was, in effect, emperor. 38 

Several Spanish authors employed these principles in defense of their 
king's autonomy. The canonist Vincentius Hispanus ( d. 1248) rejected im
perial claims to Spain by asserting that Charlemagne had failed to establish 
his rule in the peninsula where the Spaniards were creating their own em
pire. Spain, moreover, had her own laws and had no need of imperial laws, 
whose acceptance might imply her subordination to the empire. 39 His con
temporary, Lucas of Tuy, similarly remarked that "Spain shines forth in 
full liberty for she uses her own laws in adjudicating civil suits and the 
king of the Spaniards is subject to no temporal empire." The Franciscan 
Juan Gil de Zamora, tutor to Infante Sancho, used the same language. 40 

Alfonso X had little to say about the empire or emperors in the Espe
culo, but in the Siete Ptirtituu, a work composed after his election as Holy 
Roman Emperor in 1257, he spoke at length about the imperial office. Sub
ject to the pope only in spiritualities, the emperor, as God's vicar, had to 
do justice in temporal affairs (Ptirtituu, 2,1,1). The king, however, was also 
God's vicar in his kingdom, "placed over the people to maintain them in 
justice and truth in temporal matters just as the emperor is in his cm
pirc." 41 Furthermore, "kings have the same [powers] in their kingdoms 
and even greater ones" than "all those powers that we listed above which 
the emperors have and ought to have over the people of their empire." 
The greater power of the king derived from his hereditary right to rule as 
contrasted with the emperor's right by election. 42 

All of this reflects the argument that the king is emperor in his own 
kingdom. While acknowledging no temporal superior and specifically re
jecting the universal claims of the emperor, Alfonso X claimed to exercise 
and enjoy in his own realm all those rights attributed by Roman law to 
the emperor. By professing to be God's vicar in temporal affairs in his own 
kingdom, he affirmed his direct dependence on God for his authority, 
without any intermediary such as the pope or the emperor. The royal in
titulation proclaiming him king by the grace of God was a continual re
minder of this special relationship and another example of the medieval 
idea of divine right monarchy. 

Although Alfonso X firmly declared his autonomy as a king, he was 
very much imbued with the traditions of the Hispanic empire with its 
implied hegemony over the other peninsular realms, and he did seek to 
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become Holy Roman Emperor. These themes can best be treated, how
ever, in later chapters. 

The Secular Character of the Castilian Monarchy 

Although Alfonso X repeatedly emphasized that he held the place of God 
on earth in temporal affairs, he did not adorn his monarchy with the re
ligious trappings that characterized other European monarchies. The tra
dition of Castilian kingship was a secular one. 43 It entirely lacked the 
near-priestly character claimed for the French and English kings, best sym
bolized in the ceremony of anointing and coronation patterned after the 
consecration of an archbishop. Although the kings of Asturias-Lc6n seem 
to have been anointed occasionally in the ninth, tenth and early eleventh 
centuries, this practice fell into desuctude. 44 There is no evidence that Al
fonso X's immediate predecessors in the late twelfth and early thirteenth 
centuries were crowned or anointed with holy oil as were their counter
parts in northern Europe. Neither the archbishop ofToJedo, the primate 
of Spain, nor the archbishop of Compostcla, the guardian of the tomb of 
the Apostle St. James, played a role comparable to that of the archbishops 
of Rheims or Canterbury who anointed and crowned the kings of France 
and England respectively. 

The earliest enant manuscript of the Primera PRrtidli (BM 1,4,13), 

however, relates that in Old Testament times, kings were anointed with 
holy oil on their heads. Under the New Testament dispensation, Christian 
kings were anointed on the shoulder and on the right arm, as a sign that 
they would endure whatever burden came to them, just as Jesus assumed 
his cross. The ten then declared that "this unction ought to be done ac
cording as is related in the second book." Obviously, the king and his 
collaborators were thinking about incorporating the procedures for royal 
anointing into the code, but none of the enant versions of the Segunda 
P11rtidli mentions royal anointing. Thus the development of an anointing 
ritual never seems to have proceeded further. 45 

In Castile-Lc6n when a new king came to power he was acclaimed 
by the people who swore allegiance to him. This was the case with Al
fonso X. There was no mention of anointing or coronation or any re
ligious ceremony. The chance remark of the poet Gil Perez Conde, 
alluding to his services "in Toledo when you took the crown there," sug
gests that the king may have crowned himself during the cortes of Toledo 
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in 1254. The French theologian John of Paris, writing at the close of the 
century, remarked that the kings of Spain (by whom he meant the kings 
of Castile), did not observe the custom of anointing. 46 

The secular character of the Castilian monarchy is underscored in one 
of the Clffltigas de S11nt11 Mtmll, which tells of a girl suffering from a tumor 
in her throat which no physician could cure. Her distraught mother 
brought her to the king because "all Christian kings have the power to 
heal this sickness merely by placing their hands on it." Alfonso X, however, 
dismissed that story as "not worth a very bad fig." "When you say I have 
this power," he told the woman, "you are talking nonsense." Instead he 
told her to have her daughter drink water in which the image of the Virgin 
Mary was bathed. In that way the girl was restored to full health. 47 

This story notes the contemporary belief that a king could cure 
scrofula simply by placing his hand on the affected area. The miracle of 
the royal touch was especially ~iatcd with the kings of France and 
England. 48 Surprisingly, when Alfonso X was offered an opportunity to 
impress his people with an apparent miracle, he refused it and dismissed 
as nonsense the very notion of a royal healing power. His repudiation of 
the royal touch rcftccts a narural scepticism. He was a learned man, very 
much interested in science, and while he celebrated the miracles performed 
by the Virgin Mary, he was not prepared to make that claim for himself 
or to acknowlcgc it in other monarchs, whose human frailties he knew too 
well. 49 Nor was he willing to clothe the monarchy in theocratic garb sym
bolized by the royal touch, anointing and coronation. Rather than allow 
the superiority of the ecclesiastical authority to be implied by such cere
monies, he stressed the direct dependence of his monarchy upon God him
self, without the pope or archbishop as intermediary. 50 

Royal Superiority 

Kingship arose because the differing wills of men often led to disputes; it 
was necessary, therefore, that there be "one among them who would be 
their head, by whose judgment they could be in accord and could be di
rected, just as the members of the body arc directed and commanded by 
the head" (P111'tit1Ar, 2,1,7). In his own kingdom, Alfonso X considered 
himself lord over all, both those who were natives and those who were 
not. His statement that "the king is superior ( mayor) over his entire realm" 
is an expression of sovereignty. The king is "lord over all the men of his 
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rcalm." 51 He is the "head and the beginning of all the peoplc." 52 As their 
head he ought to endure whatever pain they suffer as if they were members 
of his body; he ought to cherish and admonish them as if they were his 
children. He is like a rule by which crooked lines arc made straight and 
errors arc known and corrected. He is the heart and soul of the people, 
placed on earth by God to do justice and to give each one his due ( Parti
das, 2,1,5-6; 2,10,2). As God's vicar in temporal affairs, he is his people's 
intermediary with God. 53 

This language stresses the king's superiority or sovereignty. Although 
the term maiestas signifying the sovereign authority of the ruler was fre
quently used by his predecessors, it is not often found in the writings of 
Alfonso X and his collaborators. In Alfonsinc usage, this idea was con
veyed by such words as mayor or mayoral; the abstract form of the noun, 
mayorlli, had essentially the same connotation as maiestRS. Thus the king 
claimed to be superior ( mayor) to all the people of his realm, and not to 
have any superior in temporal affairs. 54 

The king's authority ordinarily was described as sdiorlo, a word also 
used at times in conjunction with regno and tiem,, to refer to his kingdoms. 
The thirteenth-century jurist, Jacobo de las lcycs, advised Alfonso X to 
take care "to guard your dignity and your sdiorlo which is called in Latin 
office or jurisdiction." 55 Herc he seems to describe the powers pertaining 
to kingship as an officium, dignitas, or honor. Kantorowicz pointed out that 
dignity "ref erred chiefly to the singularity of the royal office, to the sover
eignty vested in the king by the people and resting individually in the king 
alone." 56 Yet it was a public affair, not merely the king's personal busi
ness. Though different from the officium regis, dignitllS and officium tended 
to coincide. While officium emphasized function, dignit11S and honor sug
gested that the person holding such a position, regardless of his personal 
qualities, was entitled to respect arising from the office itself. 

These words seldom appear in Alfonsine works, although Alfonso X 
described the imperium or authority given to kings and emperors by God 
as a great dignity and honor (PllrtUUls, 2,1,1). The lengthy sections in the 
law codes treating the honor to be shown to the king and the members of 
his family reflect the idea that the one occupying the royal office should be 
held in due respect. The king, for example, ought to be honored because 
he held God's place on earth, because he bore the royal title as did Jesus, 
who chose to be born of the lineage of kings, and because he is lord over 
all the people of his realm to do good to them and to guard them from 
evil (Especulo, 2,1,5). 
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Royal Authority 

Senorio, a word more commonly employed than the others, was the sum 
of the power and authority that the king enjoyed in his realm. An affair 
might touch "the person of the king or his senorio," or be "against the king 
or against his senorio."57 The hermandad of Talavera and Plasencia in 1274 

pledged to defend the senorio del rey.58 Lords of vassals might also have 
senorio, but that of the king was greater than all others. Thus Alfonso X in 
his wills of 1282 and 1284 referred to his senorio m11yor of Castile and Lc6n, 
which he also described as the senorio de Espan11. 59 

Senorio was one, because "according to nature, senorio docs not want 
a companion nor does it have need [of one]." Herc Lucan's potestas was 
translated as senorio.60 The men of the realm should swear, at the accession 
of a new king, to preserve the unity of his senorio, to increase it, and to 
defend it.61 Certain things specifically said to pertain to senorio should 
never be given away, and if they were, they could be recovered by the king 
whenever he wished to do so. These were variously cited as the right to 
coin money ( and later moneda forera, the tribute paid in exchange for the 
king's promise not to alter the coinage), justice, war and peace, and other 
tributes such as fonsadem paid in lieu of military service, and hospitality 
( yantar). 62 

In what amounts to a specu/.um regum, Alfonso X was especially atten
tive to the conduct that he deemed fitting to the one holding the kingly 
office. Above all, he ought to love and fear God, serving God by protecting 
the churches and the clergy of his kingdom. Striving to avoid vice, he 
should not allow himself to be swayed by an undue desire for riches and 
false honors; nor should he have relations with women of low degree, lest 
he dishonor his lineage. Before speaking, he should think about what he 
wished to say, and then choose words appropriate to the occasion; he 
ought not to lie nor indulge in excessive praise of himself or others. In 
eating and drinking, he should seek moderation, but his clothing should 
be regal, so that all would know his station. In the presence of others he 
should exhibit good manners and customs, never doing anything contrary 
to law, choosing the right time to speak or to act, and controlling his anger 
and hostile feelings so that he would not fall into error. It should be his 
business to study other men and learn from them in order to be able to 
weigh their capabilities. He ought also to take time to read so as to learn 
from the wise men of the past. He should be skilled in the use of arms. In 
order to case the burden of his cares, he should spend time in hunting, 
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listening to music, playing chess and other games, but never gambling 
(Partidlu, 2,2; 2,3-s). 

Alfonso X swnmarizcd royal obligations when he declared that the 
king should maintain his people in peace, justice and law (Espkulo, pro
logue). The preservation of the peace required him to honor and love his 
people, both those of high as well as those of middle and low station; he 
ought to repress the haughty and defend the weak. Seeking the well-being 
of all the people, he should protect them against harm and defend them 
against external enemies. 63 Accepting the defense of the realm as a major 
royal responsibility, he included a small traa on military organization in 
the Espkulo (3,S,8). 

Moreover, the king was expected to uphold the liberties of the 
church, endowing monasteries and churches and protecting the clergy; 
this was a commonplace found in the preamble of royal charters for cen
turics. 64 His concern for the welfare of the church is reflected in the law 
codes, especially in the Primm, PIU'h/UI which is an extensive summation 
of Catholic theology and Canon law. By including this material in the 
code, he made it clear that he cxpcctcd all Christians to accept and observe 
these teachings, and that it was his duty to sec that they did so.65 

A constant refrain running through the Alfonsine law codes concerns 
the obligation of the king, who hold's God's place on earth, to render 
justice, that is, in the words of the Roman jurist Ulpian, to give everyone 
his right. 66 Kings especially ought to love and uphold justice because more 
was given to them than to others. In order to accomplish this the king 
acted both as judge and lawgiver.67 

Emphasizing that only emperors and kings can make laws, Alfonso X 
justified his own right to do so on the basis of reason, history and the law 
itself. If the emperors who held their office by election could make laws, 
then reason dictated, or so Alfonso X believed, that a king ruling by he
reditary right could certainly do so. Furthermore, history revealed that 
previous kings of Spain had made laws; like them, Alfonso X, acknowledg
ing no superior in temporal matters, could do so as well. Finally, Roman 
and Canon law as well as the Visigothic Code declared that emperors and 
kings could make laws, adding to or subtracting from them or changing 
them as neccssary.68 Alfonso X therefore enacted the laws of the Espkulo 
and the PRrtidRs so that men might live in harmony with one another. 
Should the laws require amendment, he would amend them with the ad
vice of his council ( Espkulo, prologue). 

Having made the laws for the benefit of his kingdom, Alfonso X de-
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dared that all men but "especially kings" were bound to obey them. In 
phrases reminiscent of the Roman legal principle Dig,u, ~, echoed by 
Isidore of Seville, he developed his argument. 69 The king should obey the 
law because he was honored and protected by it. Furthermore, the law 
assisted him in rendering justice and right, which he was bound to do. 
Also, because the king made the law it was right that he be the first to 
obey it. As for the people, they were required to obey because the king 
commanded them to do so, and because the law was good and saved them 
from harm, and led to their well-being. In sum, the king ought to guard 
the laws as his very honor and creation, and the people should do so be
cause the laws were their life and guardian. 70 

Tyranny and Treason 

Both king and people might betray the mutual love and honor that ought 
to exist between them, the king by ruling tyrannically and the people by 
engaging in treason. While in the classical sense a tyrant was one who 
seized power by force, Alfonso X acknowledged that a king ruling by a 
legitimate title might abuse his power and thus become a tyrant, but he 
did not suggest that any action might be taken against him (Ptmid&s, 
2,1,10 ). 

In the Ptmid&s the cmnm uuslU ~ of Roman law was de
clared to be a crime against the person of the king. Treason was an offense 
against God, the king, and all men. Several specific examples of treason 
were given. These included any attempt to kill the king or deprive him of 
his honor and dignity, or plotting to make another king in his place. Join
ing the king's enemies in war against him, encouraging rebellion, interfer
ing with the submission of other rulers to the king or preventing the 
payment of tribute to him ( clear references to the tributary status of the 
Muslim king of Granada) were also considered treasonable acts. So also 
were wrongfully surrendering a castle to the king's enemies or provision
ing a castle to use against him. Abandoning the king in battle, going over 
to the enemy, or revealing his plans to his opponents were also condemned 
as treasonous. Rebellion, conspiracy, killing royal officials, violating sure
ties given by the king, killing hostages held by him or allowing them to 
flee, liberating someone accused of treason, and refusing to yield an office 
when the king appointed someone else to it were also included. The de
struction of any image of the king or counterfeiting his coinage and seals 
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completed the list. All these acts were denounced as against the king, his 
smorlo, and the common good of the realm. The most common penalties 
were confiscation, death, and disinheritance of heirs. 71 

During the reign of Alfonso X the principles that would guide gov
ernmental policy for centuries thereafter were set down in a coherent 
manner for the first time. Drawing on the common thirteenth-century 
European fund of ideas derived from Roman law and Aristotelian philoso
phy, the king and his jurists elaborated a concept of the state as the body 
politic, in which the king and the people were bound in an unshakeable 
unity. As the king's principal duty was to maintain the good estate of the 
realm, he tried to enlist the people in that endeavor by encouraging a sense 
of patriotism. Like contemporary monarchs, he upheld his own sovereign 
independence of both the pope and the emperor in the temporal sphere, 
while at the same time proclaiming the fullness of his authority over the 
people living within his dominions. To all his people, of whatever rank or 
status, he promised to do justice and to provide good laws that he as well 
as they would obey. Nevertheless, he acknowledged that both the king and 
the people might fail in their responsibilities, the one through tyrannical 
behavior and the others by engaging in treason. In case of doubt the Al
fonsine law codes provided instruction for both king and people concern
ing their respective rights and obligations. 

Keeping these principles of government in mind, it is now time to 
speak about the administrative instruments that Alfonso X employed to 
implement his policies. 
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Alfonso X did much to develop and strengthen the institutions of monar
chy as instruments of effective government. Not only did he seek to exalt 
the person of the monarch and to elaborate standards of court etiquette 
that stressed the king's unique status, but he also shaped the administrative 
branches of the royal court, strengthened the legal and judicial system, 
gave form and purpose to the cortes, and developed a new system of ex
traordinary taxation. 

The Alfonsine Codes 

So much of the achievement of the king and his collaborators in this re
spect is reflected in the Espiculo, the Fuero reRl, and the Siete Partidas, that 
it is essential to describe these codes in some detail before entering upon 
an exposition of the tools of government. 1 The Alfonsine Cooes were the 
product of the need to ameliorate the consequences of the diversity of laws 
prevailing in the Crown of Castile. As Alfonso X intended to modify the 
traditional laws governing his people, the Roman legal principle, quod 
omnes tangit, ab omnibus approbari debet, with which he was familiar, re
quired that he obtain their consent. 2 He affirmed this in the Partidas (1,2,9) 

when he said that a law "ought to be made with the counsel of good men, 
knowledgeable men, and with the will of the lord and the consent of those 
upon whom it is imposed." For this reason I believe that he promulgated 
the Espiculo and the Fuero rea/. in the cortes of Toledo in 1254 and that he 
concluded that the Siete Partidas, as a later amplification of the Espiculo, 
did not require a separate act of promulgation. The relationships among 
the three codes are not yet fully clarified and confusion concerning their 
identity has resulted from the apparently indiscriminate use of such titles 
as Libra de/, fuero, Libra de las leyes, or Fuero del libra. They can be distin
guished, however, by their content and their purpose. 
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The Especulo and the Fuero real 

The prologue to the Espkulo (perhaps originally entitled Libro tlel fuero or 
Libro tlel espejo tlel tlerecho) tells us something· of the king's intentions and 
also refers, I believe, to the Fum, real.3 Acknowledging his obligation to 
maintain peace, justice and law, the king asserted his right to make laws 
so that good men might live in peace and the wicked be punished. Di
visions and evils arose because of the many fueros used in towns and re
gions. Judgments were given in accordance with deficient or incomplete 
books of fueros, or else according to precedents lacking any basis in law. 
Sometimes those enm.tstcd with the law books altered them for their own 
benefit and not that of the people. In order to alleviate these injuries, the 
king "made these laws that arc written in this book, which is a mirror of 
law, whereby all the men of our realms and our dominions may be 
judged." Everyone would be able to know and understand matters per
taining to the law and judges would be able to judge rightly, assuring each 
man his due and following an orderly procedure. The king went on to say: 

For this reason, therefore, we give a book, scaled with our leaden seal, to 
each town and we kept this written text in our coun, from which all the 
others that we gave to the towns arc taken. Wherefore if a doubt should arise 
concerning the understanding of the laws and appeal should be made to us, 
the doubt might be resolved in our court by this book that we made with the 
counsel and consent of the archbishops, bishops of God, magnates, and the 
most honored experts in the law that we could have and find and also of 
others who were in our court and our kingdom. 

He explained further that this book, which his successors were com
manded to observe, was composed by drawing upon the best fueros of 
Castile, Le6n, and other places. If anything in it required amendment, he 
would amend it with the counsel of his court. 

In my judgment the passage quoted refers first of all to the Fuero relll 
and then to the Espkulo. The Fum, relll was the book "scaled with our 
leaden seal" that the king gave each town as a municipal ccxle intended to 
supplement or supplant the older fueros and customs. The written ten 
kept in the royal court, from which all the copies given to the towns were 
taken, was the Especulo. This was the book made with the counsel and 
consent of the archbishops, bishops, magnates, honored men knowledge
able in the law, and others from the court and kingdom. As a general or 
universal law the Especulo was to be applied in the royal court and would 
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be used to adjudicate appeals brought from the municipal courts where 
the Fuero retll was employed.• 

If one reads the text quoted above as referring only to the Espjpdo, it 
would seem that the king gave copies of it to each town. In that case there 
would be no need for a distinctive municipal code such as the Fuero re,,l. 
Royal charters of 1256 recording the concession of the book "scaled with 
my leaden seal" to the towns prove that the book described in the pro
logue of the Especulo as "scaled with our leaden seal" and given to each 
town was the Fuero relll. Garcia Gallo, thinking that the passage cited 
referred to the Especulo, insisted, contrary to common opinion, that the 
book mentioned in the charters of 1256 was the Especulo. 5 I believe rather 
that the king, after describing the difficulties caused by the multiplicity of 
laws and the value of the Especulo as a source of legal wisdom and an 
instrument to asmre justice in the courts, announced that he gave a book 
"scaled with our leaden seal" to each town. Copies of this book were taken 
from "this written text" which he kept in his court. In other words, the 
Fuero m,l, given to the towns was derived from the Especulo, a point which 
the royal chronicle emphasized when it noted that the king, on compil
ing the Fuero tle llu leyes (the Fuero relll), "summarized very briefly many 
laws." 6 

Various passages in the Fuero relll bear a marked similarity to the 
Especulo, though there arc significant differences between them. It was pre
cisely in order to minimize the divergences between local law and the law 
of the royal court that the Especulo was used as a basis for the structure of 
the Fuero m,l, and as a source of some of its content. From judgments 
rendered on the basis of the Fuero real, one could appeal to the Especulo, 
the book kept in the royal court, which treated the laws in considerably 
greater detail. The Especulo was a mirror of law, in which all other laws, 
including the Fuero relll, were reflected. 

The Especulo as we have it today is undated and incomplete, as only 
five of its seven ( and possibly nine) books arc extant. Book I treats of law 
and the articles of the Catholic faith; the king and his family, royal castles, 
and his household arc the subject of Book II; Book III focuses on the 
duties of vassals, military organization, and the conduct of warfare; 
Book IV deals with the administration of justice and the responsibilities 
of judges and attorneys; Book V is concerned with judicial procedure and 
appeals. Books VI and VII probably regulated the law of persons and 
property, contracts, and criminal law. 

Historians have debated whether the Especulo was ever promulgated, 
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though the king tells us that he made it or enacted it (ftziemos) with the 
counsel and consent of the prelates, nobles, jurists, and other men of his 
court and kingdom. If the other men of his kingdom included represen
tatives of the towns then it would seem that he was describing a meeting 
of the cortes. The Ordinance enacted at Zamora in 1274 seems to lend 
support to the view that the Especulo was promulgated at Palencia in the 
spring of 1255. Article 40 stated that fees for charters scaled in the royal 
chancery should be no greater than those set down "in his [ the king's] 
book which was made por corte in Palencia in the year that Edward mar
ried." The book in question can be dated between November 1254 when 
Prince Edward of England married the king's sister and May-June 1255 

when the king resided in Palencia. Most scholars have assumed that the 
book was the Especulo which established a schedule of fees for scaling char
ters (4,13,4). The other possibility is that the court meeting at Palencia in 
the spring of 1255 agreed that the schedule of chancery fees ( and perhaps 
other materials relating to the functioning of the chancery) contained in 
the Especulo ought to be recorded in a separate book for easy reference. If 
that were the case, then the book mentioned in the Ordinance of Zamora 
would not be the complete code of law, but rather a book of fees excerpted 
from it.7 

MacDonald suggested that Alfonso X, in his concern to assure the 
succession of his daughter Berenguela, born on 6 December 1253, may have 
promulgated the Especulo in the cortcs of Toledo in March 1254. At that 
time those present pledged homage and fealty to her, admitting her right 
to rule if there were no male heirs. Alfonso X informed Louis of France, 
Berengucla's husband-to-be, of this fact on s May 1255 at Palencia. The 
contract drawn up for the projected marriage is strikingly similar to the 
law in the Especulo (2,16,1) concerning the inheritance of the throne by 
the oldest son, or, in default of male heirs, by the oldest daughter, and was 
likely based on it.8 Inasmuch as Alfonso X was conscious of the signifi
cance of Toledo, his birthplace, as the ancient scat of the Visigoths and of 
the emperors of Spain, I believe that he seized the occasion of his first 
cortcs there to promulgate both the Especulo and the Fuero reaJ.9 

In the prologue to the Fuero reaJ, the king stated that the people 
suffered grievously because "many cities and towns of our realms did not 
have a fuero until our time." As they asked him to give them a fuero by 
which they might live in accordance with law, he "took counsel with our 
court and with experts in the law and gave them this fuero written in this 
book." The request for a fuero may have been made in the cortcs of Seville 
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in 1252 and the finished volume promulgated in the cortes of Toledo two 
years later. Early in 1255 the king gave a copy of the book as a supplemen
tary law ("in a book scaled with our leaden seal") to Aguilar de Camp6o 
and Sahagun. 10 Some of the extant codices of the Fuero reRl were ad
dressed to "many cities and towns of our realms," while others were di
rected specifically to Burgos, Valladolid, Santo Domingo de la Calzada, 
Carri6n, and Arevalo. To accommodate all the towns, anywhere from fifty 
to one hundred copies were probably needed, making the task of multi
plication truly formidable. Each copy was dated at Valladolid on the day 
it was completed. 11 

Other sources give testimony concerning the Fuero real. The royal 
chronicle commented that the king ordered the composition of the "Fuero 
de uu leyes, in which he summarized very briefly many laws, and he gave it 
as a fuero to Burgos and to the other cities and towns of the kingdom of 
Castile." The Ordinance of Zamora was published nineteen years after the 
king gave the Fuero castelumo to Burgos on 2s August 12ss at Valladolid. In 
1313 Infanta Blanca, granddaughter of Alfonso X, gave Brivicsca the Libro 
del Fuero that the king had given to Burgos and "to the whole realm." The 
text was finished at Valladolid on 18 July 12ss. The prologue to the Fuero 
Piejo, written around the middle of the fourteenth century, tells us that the 
king gave the Fuero del libro to the towns of Castile in 1255.12 The "book 
scaled with our leaden seal," the Fuero de ltu leyes, the Fuero castelumo, the 
Libro tlel fuero, and the Fuero del libro arc all identical with the Fuero reRl 
given to Burgos and the other Castilian towns. 

We also know that it was given to the Extrcmaduran towns. In at least 
ten charters published at Segovia in July 1256 the king declared that be
cause they did not have a complete fuero, he gave them "that fuero that I 
made with the counsel of my court, written in a book and scaled with my 
leaden seal." In subsequent years, similar charters, with some variations, 
were given to other towns. In 1264 the king confirmed the privileges of all 
the towns of Extremadura, including the" Libro tlel fuero that we gave 
thcm."•J 

Although Garcia Gallo believed that the book in question was the 
Especulo, it seems quite clear that it was the Fuero real. The charters of 1256 
do not mark the beginning of the concession of the F uero reRl to individual 
Castilian and Extremaduran towns. Rather, the king recalled the con
cession of the Fuero reRl as a favor already granted; the main purpose of 
these charters was to render military service more attractive to urban 
knights by giving them tax exemptions. 14 
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law, theology and philosophy, and accenruatcd the doctrinal character of 
the work. As it now stands, the code is divided into seven parts, and these 
into titles and laws. The First P11rtull,,, after discussing law in general, fo
cuses on the teachings of the Church, and the ecclesiastical administrative 
structure. The king, his court, his people, and his military organization arc 
the subject of the Second Pll11illli. The Third Pll11illli deals with the ad
ministration of justice while the Fourth concerns family law and social 
relations. Property and Commercial law are treated in the Fifth Pll11illli. 
The Sixth takes up wills and inheritances, and the Seventh concludes with 
criminal law. 

The Siete Pllrtidas, according to Alfonso XI, were never published nor 
received as law, but in the Ordinance of Alcala (art. 64) enacted in 1348 he 
gave the Pllrtidas the force of law. Nevertheless, when one considers the 
likely evolution of the Alfonsine codes, it would seem that Alfonso Xi's 
conclusion was not quite exact. As already mentioned, Alfonso X probably 
promulgated the Esplculo and the Fum, relU together in the cones of To
ledo in 1254. The king's jurists carried out a first revision of the Especulo 
between 1256 and 1265 and still another somewhat later in the reign. That 
revised text came to be known as the Siete Pllrtidas because of the seven
fold division. As the king had reserved the right to amend the code if 
ncccssary, and as he had already promulgated the Esplculo, he probably did 
not consider that the Partituls, as the amended text of the earlier code, 
required a separate promulgation. In that sense, the Partituls already had 
the force of law during the reign of Alfonso X. 

The Royal Court 

Although the daily reality surely departed from the norms given in the 
Esplculo and the Siete Pllrtidas, they can be taken as a reasonably accurate 
description of the royal court in the third quarter of the thirteenth century. 
The court was the center of monarchical activity. Wherever the king was, 
there was his court. The court had no fixed abode, because a thineenth
ccntury king had to show himself to his people to be an effective ruler and 
could not remain settled in one place for too long. Travel was a necessity 
of good government. Even so, Alfonso X sometimes spent a few weeks, 
months, or even two or three years in continual residence in cenain places 
where his presence was essential. When he traveled, the coun and the 
government, including the royal archives and the treasure, went with him. 
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To sum up, the Fuero relll, by whatever appellation it be known, was 
the "book scaled with our leaden seal" given to each town, as recorded 
in the prologue to the Esplculo; it was the same as the "fuero that I made 
with the counsel of my court, written in a book and scaled with my leaden 
seal," mentioned in the charters of 1256. Prepared by royal jurists, partly in 
response to a petition of the towns, it was promulgated together with the 
Espkulo, probably in the cortes of Toledo in 1254. 

The Siete Partidas 

In the prologue to the Espkulo Alfonso X reserved to the king, "with the 
counsel of his court," the right to amend it. Soon after the completion of 
the Especulo, the king, inspired by the hope of gaining the crown of the 
Holy Roman Empire, ordered work to commence on the revision and 
amplification of this law code. A new version of the first book, stressing 
his imperial role, and completed between 1256 and 1265 ( according to the 
prologue, which describes it as the Libro del fuero de lRs leyes) is extant in a 
thirteenth-century manuscript from the royal scriptorium now located in 
the British Library. 15 Title I of the first book of this manuscript coincides 
with the Espkulo. Other manuscripts reveal still another revision of the 
first book that according to the first prologue was completed between 1256 

and 1263. In this case the dates reflect a preoccupation with the number 
seven and may not be exact. The second prologue, after noting that "sep
tenario" is a noble number, explained that the work was divided into seven 
parts (partes or partidas). 16 The epigraph preceding the text identified the 
work as the Libro de uu leyes, but because of the seven-fold division it came 
to be known in the fourteenth century as the Siete P11rtidlu. Quite possibly 
this may represent the later of the two revisions of the ·first book. 

While Garcia Gallo thought that the P11rtidas were revised in the four
teenth century and thus were not the work of Alfonso X, Iglesia Ferreir6s 
and Craddock hold that the two revisions in question were completed 
during his reign and that the king and his anonymous collaborators must 
be credited with it. This accords with the royal chronicle, which affirmed 
that Fernando III "had begun to make the books of the Partidas" and 
Alfonso X "brought them to completion and ordered all the men of his 
realms to keep them as the law and fuero and the judges to judge pleas in 
accordance with them." 17 

The amplified text of the Partidas drew heavily on Roman and Canon 
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The king's ability to rule effectively required that all should have safe 
and secure access to his court. Everyone was guaranteed safety not only 
while in his presence, but also on the journey to and from home. Just prior 
to the cortes of Burgos in 1272 the nobles made much of their fear of 
entering the city unless the king granted them a truce and allowed them 
to bear arms. Although he stated firmly that all men were safe in his court 
and had no need to bear arms there, he did agree to meet them outside 
the city walls. 18 

The corte or casa tlel rey was the place where all the great affairs of the 
realm were dealt with (Espiculo, 2,14,1; Partidas 2,9,27-28). The officials 
who served the king had to be men of high caliber, endowed with good 
sense, measured in conduct, not susceptible to bribes, and always striving 
to be of one will with the king (Partidas, 2,9,1-2, 11, 28). Those who 
formed his council (consejo del rey) should be his very good friends, whom 
he loved and trusted. They should be men of good judgment who knew 
how to handle matters of great import and would never reveal his secrets 
nor counsel him with evil intent, which would be a treasonable act ( Pa.r
tidas, 2,9,S-6). 

All royal officials were required to take an oath to the king. Kneeling 
before him, with their hands in his as their natural lord, they swore to 
protect his life and health, to serve his honor and advantage, to give him 
good and loyal counsel, to guard his secrets and his goods, to obey his 
commands, to fulfill their duties well and loyally, and never to do anything 
contrary to this oath. That done, the king invested the individual with his 
office by giving him the symbol appropriate to it (Pa.rtidas, 2,9,26). 

The officials of the royal court included both clerics and laymen. 
Some held important offices of a public character, while others had duties 
of a more private or domestic nature. The qualifications and duties of the 
chief functionaries were described in the law ccxies.19 

The Aljerez and the Almirante 

The place of honor in the casa del rey, according to the ancient custom of 
Spain, belonged to the a/,ftrez, a noble of high rank, who bore the royal 
standard before the king, led the army into battle when the king did not, 
and carried the sword of justice in the court. As the king's advocate, he 
demanded recompense from those who diminished the king's dominion 
in any way, and he brought the great men of the realm to justice; but he 
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also spoke up for those accused_ falsely and appointed spokesmen for noble 
widows and orphans summoned to court (Especulo, 2,13,1; Partidas, 2,9,16 ). 

Diego L6pez de Haro, the 111.flrez for Fernando III, continued to serve 
Alfonso X, but after their quarrel in 12S4, the king's brother Manuel was 
appointed and held the post until he was named mayordomo mayor in 1275. 

The king's youngest son Juan acted as alftrez in his father's last years.20 

The almimnte tie la mar or commander of the fleet also performed an 
important military function (Partidas, 2,9,24). Roy L6pez de Mendoza 
held that position at the beginning of the reign when the king was prepar
ing a Moroccan invasion. Later Juan Garcia de Villamayor was appointed 
IUUlant/UUJ mayor tie la ,na,r and commanded the naval expedition that 
briefly occupied Sale in 1260.21 

The Royal Treasury 

The treasury no doubt assumed a more professional cast because of the 
greater complexity of the king's finances and the consequent increase in 
personnel, but the disappearance of so many original records makes it dif
ficult to describe the functions of this body. 22 The king's reference to Bur
gos as mi camera suggests that the royal treasury was kept there, but there 
are no details about it.23 

The mayordomo mayor, the second-ranking officer of the court, super
vised the entire household but had a special responsibility for the financial 
accounts of court officials and of tax collectors ( Especulo, 2,13,2; 3, 7,9; Par
tidas, 2,9,17). The future admiral, Juan Garcia de Villamayor, served as 
mayordomo mayor until the appoinnnent of the king's oldest son and heir, 
Fernando de la Cerda, in 1261, but given the Infante's youth, others effec
tively carried out his duties. After Fernando's death in 1275, Manuel as
sumed that post and held it until his defection in 1282. The king's nephew, 
Alfonso Fernandez, acted as mayordomo in the concluding years of the 
reign. The names of both the a/,ftrez and the mayordomo mayor customarily 
were included on the circumference of the wheel depicted at the bottom 
of royal privileges. 

A major responsibility pertained to the a/,mo_jarift who supervised the 
collection of "royal revenues and the payment of stipends to nobles and 
others. An expert in money matters, he was expected to be able to increase 
the king's income. He directed an army of tax collectors who were re
quired to render accounts once a year (Partidas, 2,9,25). This process is 
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illustrated by some extant accounts for the years 1292-1294 in the reign of 
Sancho IV.24 The post was often filled by Jews such as Mair, whose sons 
Zag and Yusuf served as tax farmers. In five contracts concluded between 
October 1276 and January 1277, the king turned over his account books to 
several Jewish tax farmers and authorized them to collect all arrears of taxes 
from 1261 to the cw-rent year. All told, he expected to receive 1,670,000 

~ in return. The intensive scrutiny of royal accounts dating back 
fifteen years was bound to exacerbate relations between the king and his 
subjccts. 15 

Royal revenues were substantially greater than in any previous reign. 
Besides the customary rents from royal estates ( ~"', nuwtiniega., 
diezmo), pasturage ( monttu:.go), hospitality ( ytmtar), provisions ( amdutho), 
and a monetary payment in lieu of military service (fonstu/,m,,), regular 
revenues included a third of the tithe (tercias re/Iles), and the poll taxes of 
the Jewish and Muslim communities. Somewhat more variable were ju
dicial fines, chancery fees, tolls ( porttu:.go), customs duties ( diezmos), the 
tributes of Andalusian and Murcian towns (lllmojll1ifi,.q,o), the profits of 
royal monopolies of mines and saltpits, the fifth of booty, and the servicio 
tie los glUUUUIS, a new tax levied on migratory sheep from 1269. Added to 
them was the annual tribute paid by the king of Granada (ptmllS), ranging 
from a third to a half of his yearly income. Though payment was inter
rupted from time to time, it deluded Alfonso X into believing that he was 
wealthier than he was. 26 

Alfonso X had more to do with the development of extraordinary 
taxation than any of his predecessors. Because the business of monarchy 
had become more complex and more ambitious than ever and the ordinary 
revenues of the crown were insufficient to meet new needs, extraordinary 
taxation became a common novelty throughout western Europe. From at 
least the twelfth century his predecessors had collected petitum, originally 
an extraordinary tax but now levied regularly. He also collected moneda 
form,, a tax initially due every seven years on condition that he not alter 
the coinage during that term. This seems to have become a regular tax 
collected whether or not explicit consent was given. Occasionally the king 
also imposed forced loans ( m,,prlstitos). The most important of these new 
levies were the subsidies (servicios) voted by the cortes to help him meet 
his financial needs. Such extraordinary taxes were justified on the grounds 
that the "king can demand and take from the kingdom what other kings 
who preceded him used to do, especially at times when he has such great 
need, for the common benefit of the land, that he cannot avoid doing so" 
( Pllrtidas, 2,1,8). 27 
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Alfonso X never held the purse strings too tightly and was known in 
his own time as a most generous man, or in the minds of some, a man of 
extravagance. His substantial gift to secure the release of the son of the 
Latin emperor of Constantinople and the great expenditures for Fernando 
de la C:Crda's wedding in 1269 manifested his liberality, but his reputation 
as a spendthrift eventually contributed to his downfall. 21 

A continuing inflation probably prompted the king to limit extrava
gance in the royal household in the cortes of Valladolid in 1258. Although 
he was encouraged to dress appropriately and to cat "as he thinks best for 
his body," his expenditures for food were limited to 150 ,,..,..petl/s daily. 
Courtiers were admonished to cat moderately and to dress simply, while 
clerics were required to wear the tonsure and somber clothing. The num
ber of entertainers at court was restricted ( art. 12- 16) and hangers-on were 
discouraged. No one was to come to court unless summoned and once his 
business was settled he was expected to move on, rather than idly live off 
the king's bounty (art. 7-9). 

The Chancery 

The principal clerical officeholders served in the chancery, under the direc
tion of the chancellor who approved the issuance of all royal privileges and 
charters. 29 A member of the king's council, he was to be a person of com
mon sense, good lineage, memory and habits, and able to read and write 
Latin and Romance (&pkulo, 2,12,2; PllrtUU&s, 2,9,4). The title chtmaller 
1IIIIJOr de CIIStilul was held by the archbishop of Toledo and that of ch11n
ciller 1IIIIJOr de Le6n by the archbishop of Compostela, but these were hon
orific positions and the daily work of the chancery was entrusted to others. 
As a candidate for the Holy Roman Empire, Alfonso X also maintained 
an imperial chancery, headed by a p,otonotlmus sllm imperii, which issued 
documents in Latin under its own seal. 

In practice, a group of notaries, who might be clerics or laymen, su
pervised the chancery. The three notMios "111yores of Castile, Lc6n, and 
Andalusia ( an innovation of Alfonso X) instructed scribes to draw up 
documents, checked that they were correct in form and content, ordered 
their registration in royal registers, and affixed the seals of lead or wax to 
the originals. The notaries were expected to be men of prudence, intelli
gence, and of some substance, so that they would not be tempted by 
bribes (&pkulo, 2,12,3, 14; PllrtUU&s, 2,9,7). Faithful service in this capacity 
was often rewarded by ecclesiastical preferment. For example, Master Fer-

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



42 Chapter 3 

nando Martfnez, notary for Castile in the first year of the reign, was named 
bishop of Palencia in 1256, while Suero Perez, the notary for Le6n, be
came bishop of Zamora in 1255. Master Gonzalo, notary for Castile, later 
became bishop of Burgos and then archbishop of Toledo (1280-1299). 

Lesser officials were responsible for drafting (escrib11nos), registering 
( registrtuJores), and sealing royal documents ( seelladores). Regulations con
cerning the correct manner of drawing up different types of documents 
and the fees to be charged remained in effect for many years and were 
confirmed by later monarchs in the cortes. 30 

The most solemn form of document was the pril'Uegw rodado, so 
called because at the foot of the text a wheel ( rueda) bearing the royal 
symbol was inserted. After the subscription of the king and the members 
of his family, the names of royal vassals, all the bishops and magnates, and 
great officials were listed in parallel columns ( Pllrtidas, 3,18,2). These lists 
were stereotyped, however, and cannot be taken as evidence that all were 
actually present when the document was drafted. The pril'Uegios rodados 
were used to grant or to confirm privileges, lands, and other rights, but 
most royal business was transacted by means of charters (cartas) or letters 
patent commanding that certain things be done. The language of all these 
documents was Castilian. Latin was usually employed for correspondence 
with the papacy and foreign monarchs. The peripatetic nature of the court 
and the lack of any permanent depository of records, coupled with the 
hazards of travel and nature, unfortunately resulted in the loss of the bulk 
of the medieval archives of Loon-Castile. Thus, lacking chancery copies, 
one must seek the original documents in cathedral, monastic, noble, and 
municipal archives. 

The Royal Tribunal 

Alfonso X also restructured the royal tribunal, the judicial arm of his court. 
He expected his justices to be men who feared God and the king, who 
knew the law and would observe it, applying it in such a way as to guard 
each person's right. Justices ought to be laymen, rather than clerics, and 
should be paid well so that they would not be tempted by bribes. If found 
guilty of doing so or of associating with lawyers and litigants, they would 
be condemned as perjurers violating their oath of office, which required 
them to judge only in accordance with the laws laid down in the royal 
code. 31 
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The principal figures constituting the tribunal were the llla,/des de la 
corte tlel rey, the justitia m11yor, and the adeumt/UUJ mayor de la corte del rey. 
The llla,ules were judges responsible for ordinary judicial business. 32 The 
justitia m11yor or ,u,gUIICU maintained order in the court and effected arrests 
on the king's command. 33 The lldeumtlUUJ m11yor (also called sobrejuez) ad
judicated major pleas involving the nobility, the military orders, and the 
towns. He ·could also hear appeals and correct the judgments of the royal 
ttibunal and of provincial governors. Despite his lofty status, royal docu
ments do not identify anyone as holding this position. 34 

The king's insistence that the judgments of his tribunal accord with 
his code of law evoked a negative reaction from the Castilian nobility in 
the cortes of Burgos in 1272. They demanded that he appoint two noble 
judges ( Rlalldes fijosdalgo) who were knowledgeable in the old customs to 
hear their pleas. Though he consented, he pointed out that none of his 
predecessors had done so. The lldeumt/UUJ mayor de Ill corte, who was re
sponsible for hearing noble pleas in the royal court, evidently was not a 
noble, but more likely a legist. Besides demanding the restoration of their 
traditional laws, the nobles also insisted on the principle of trial by their 
pecrs.3s 

The challenge of the cortcs of Burgos in 1272 prompted Alfonso X, 
after consulting bishops, nobles, and jurists, to enact an Ordinance at Za
mora in 1274, modifying the strucrurc and the functions of the tribunal. 
Henceforth there would be nine judges (Rlalldes de la corte) from Castile, 
six from Extremadura, and eight from Lc6n-a total of twenty-three
who would alternate their service during the year (art. 17). One of the 
Lconese judges was expected to be a knight expert in the Fuero Juzgo or 
Visigothic Code still used in that kingdom. 36 These justices ordinarily 
heard suits in first instance originating in their respective kingdoms, as 
well as appeals from municipal courts, but their judgment could be ap
pealed to three other justices especially designated for that purpose. In Ca
stile appeal could be made from the king's justices to the adelant/UUJ mllJOr 
of Castile ( apparently a territorial administrator, rather than a judge of the 
royal court), and thence to the king. Assisted by his judges, Alfonso X 
promised to sit in judgment until midday on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays. All judges were exhorted to administer justice impartially, with
out delay, and to make it accessible to everyone. 37 

Royal pleas (CIISOS de corte) included violation of a truce or surety; 
treason to the king or to one's lord; breach of faith among nobles; the 
defiance of one noble by another in the royal court; rape; arson; disruption 
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of the peace of the public roads; counterfeiting the king's money, seals, or 
charters; disputes among nobles, clerics, and towns over landed property 
and boundaries. 31 Over all these the royal court claimed exclusive juris
diction. Royal justices were reminded, however, that they should not hear 
cases that properly ought to be adjudicated in accordance with local fam,s. 
If a contract were made in the royal court, then it could be heard there, 
but otherwise it should be settled locally. 39 

Pledges to guarantee the appearance of a defendant in court could 
only be taken with a judge's authorization. Ploughing animals could not 
be taken if the defendant had other property, nor were pledges to be car
ried from one town to another. Before the goods thus attached were rc
rumed, the rights of a successful plaintiff had to be satisfied. Failure to 
answer the summons to court was punishable by heavy fines. 40 

The procedures commonly used were derived from Roman law. Lay 
scribes assigned to the justices recorded the procccdings. 41 Both plaintiff 
and defendant could be represented by a procurator (pmonero) and by an 
advocate or lawyer ( 110CfflJ), who would argue the case. The obligations of 
lawyers to their clients and their conduct in court were carefully defined. 
They were not permitted to argue Castilian picas, but could be employed 
elsewhere provided they were laymen; clerics were allowed only to argue 
their own cases or those of the church. 41 

Once assigned a day in court, the plaintiff was given the opportunity 
to present his plea and the defendant, his response. The judge might in
terrogate them and require them to take an oath before demanding the 
presentation of proofs. If the defendant admitted the charge, the judge 
could proceed to judgment (Espkulo, s,11-12; P11rtullu, 3,11-13). Otherwise 
one could prove one's case by means of at least two wimesscs, documents, 
or testimony gathered through a sworn inquest (Especulo, 4,7,11-12; s,10; 

PIUtidas, 3,14-19). 
The inquest (peslJUis•) was a device used by the crown for both ad

ministrative and judicial purposes. It could be used to gather information 
concerning taxes due, alienation of royal lands, and the export of prohib
ited goods, but also to settle civil cases concerning boundaries, property 
disputes, or other matters not immediately concerning the crown. The use 
of the inquest to identify those who had committed rape, murder, arson, 
and highway robbery greatly extended royal jurisdiction in criminal cases. 
In the past the offended person ran the risk of further injury if, in accor
dance with Germanic procedure, he or she made a public accusation 
against another. The burden of that responsibility was now transferred to 
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the community which brought a sworn indictment against a criminal. 43 

Once arguments had been concluded, evidence produced, and testi
mony taken, the judge pronounced sentence. A person convicted of crime 
could be sentenced to death, mutilation, exile, and/or confiscation. The 
right of appeal to the royal court within three days was guaranteed, but 
the appellant had to swear that he was not maliciously trying to prolong 
a suit. 44 

The enacancnts of the cortes suggested some aspects of the crown's 
responsibility for the legal protection of the people. The security of per
sons and their property and the inviolability of the household, for ex
ample, were guaranteed. Anyone who threatened or injured royal judges 
and other officials or persons giving evidence was punished severely. In
sults, blinding, slashing, robbery, killing, and similar crimes were punish
able by fines, exile, confiscation, and execution. Those seizing another's 
animals or goods or destroying trees, vineyards, or houses were also con
dcmned. 45 Vagabondage was prohibited as well as gambling, but laws 
regulating gaming establishments were drawn up in 1276. 46 

Alfonso X's judicial reforms were intended to achieve greater admin
istrative uniformity and to assure justice to everyone, but they also tended 
to expand royal jurisdiction. Despite his good intentions, the potential for 
abuse was ever present and he himself did not always guard against it. The 
cortes of Seville in 1281 complained of "deceitful inquests" and the herman
tlllll of 1282 upbraided him for violating the principle of due process of law, 
referring no doubt to his execution without trial of his brother Fadrique 
and Sim6n Ruiz de los Camcros. Although the king in tum objected that 
he was deprived of authority without a hearing in court, his failure to 
adhere to the legal standards set forth in the royal codes brought him to 
that pass. 47 

Domestic Servants 

Among those serving the king in a personal or domestic capacity were the 
chaplains and physicians who cared for his spiritual and physical well
being respectively. The butler ( repostero ,uyor) was responsible for service 
at the royal table, while the chamberlain ( amuirero mayor) guarded the 
king's bedchamber and personal belongings. The steward ( tiespensero mayor) 
purchased victuals and other necessities for the household. As the king 
ttavded about the realm the postulero ""'JO" arranged lodgings, often a 
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cause of great annoyance. While affirming that those summoned to the 
cortes should have good lodgings, Alfonso X several times assured the 
towns that they would not have to lodge anyone without their consent . .a 

The portero mayor supervised a group of heralds or ushers, who admitted 
people to the king's presence and served as his messengers. The royal 
bodyguards ( CIU1alleros de la fflmUUUI del rey) were charged with protecting 
him at all times. 49 

The Cortes 

During the reign of Alfonso X the cortes of Castilc-Lc6n emerged from a 
period of transition and assumed the form that characterized it until the 
close of the Middle Ages. so His charter of 2 March 1254 referring to an 
assembly held at Toledo according to custom was the first royal document 
to use the word cortcs. Alluding to that cortes a year later, he stated that 
"we caused to assemble at Toledo, according to royal sanctions and the 
custom of Spain, our brothers, the archbishops and bishops, barons and 
optimates of our curia, the procurators of the cities, fortresses, and towns 
designated for this by their communities, and together with them we cele
brated a general curia according to custom." 51 Herc he defined a general 
curia or cortes as an event celebrated according to custom and attended by 
persons drawn from several distinctive ranks in society. Besides the king 
and other members of his family and court, the three archbishops, twenty
four bishops, masters of the military orders (Calatrav~ Alclntara, Santi
ago, the Temple, and the Hospital), magnates numbering about two 
dozen, noble knights, and representatives (pmoneros) of the towns ordi
narily would be summoned to the cortes. 52 

The king convened the cortes at Seville in 1252, 1261, and 1281; at To
ledo in 1254 and 1259; at Burgos in 1254, 1269, 1272, 1274, 1276, and 1277; at 
Valladolid in 1258; and at Segovia in 1278. The full complement of partici
pants probably was not in attendance at the assemblies held at Palencia in 
1255 and Jerez in 1268. From time to time, as special needs required, he also 
met separately with the clergy (Valladolid 12ss, Peiiaficl 1275), the nobility 
(Almagro 1273), or the townsmen (Segovia 1256, Seville 1264, Avila 1273, 

Toledo 1276, 1279). An exceptional case was the assembly of all of the es
tates of the realm at Valladolid in 1282. Summoned by Infante Sancho in 
opposition to his father, this was not a cortcs, in Alfonso X's opinion, 
because he had neither convoked nor authorized it.53 The work accom-
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plished during the cortcs was recorded in cuadernos, but these arc extant 
only for the cortes of Seville 1252 and 1261 and Valladolid 1258. 54 

Meeting regularly, on an average of about every two years, the cortes 
served a multiplicity of purposes. Convocation gave the king a forum in 
which to present his policies to those clements in the community enjoying 
political power, but it also afforded them the opportunity to protest 
abuses of royal power and the violation of traditional rights and customs. 
The king convened the cortes concerning succession to the throne, the 
administration of justice, the enactment of laws, the regulation of the 
economy, the projected invasion of North Africa, the imperial quest, and 
the levying of extraordinary taxes. In effect, the cortes was summoned to 
offer counsel ( and sometimes consent) on fundamental issues touching the 
estate of both the king and the kingdom. From this time on, the cortes 
became an integral part of the government of the realm. 55 

Territorial Administration 

During the reign of Fernando III the administration of the kingdoms of 
Lc6n, Castile, and Galicia was entrusted to officials known as merinos ma.
yores. Alfonso X established the office of adelantado mayor de la fronter11 
with special responsibility for the defense of the recently conquered king
doms of Jacn, C6rdoba, and Seville. By 1258 he appointed adelantlUUJS ma
yores for Castile (until 1269), Lc6n (until 1268), Murcia, and Galicia (after 
1263). From 1272 onward there was also an adelantado mayor in Aiava and 
GuipUZCoa. 56 Why the king named merinos ma.yores of Le6n and Castile in 
1268 and 1269 in place of adelantlUUJS mayores is a mystery, as there does not 
appear to be any major distinction in functions. Nor is it clear why the 
nobles in the cortes of Burgos 1272 demanded that the merinos be replaced 
by adelantlUUJS. The king's promise to do so once the region was pacified 
in justice does not clarify the matter. 57 

The responsibilities of the merino mayor were initially set down in the 
Especulo (2,1,3; 2,13,4-s; 4,3,1-7, 11-13, 18). Aided by subordinate merinos, 
he was expected to do justice, to punish crimes ( especially rape, thievery, 
counterfeiting, violation of churches), to guarantee the security of royal 
roads, to guard against riots, and to prevent the erection of fortresses with
out royal consent. Sometime between 1258 and 1268 these laws were reit
erated in the Leyes para los adelantlUUJS mayores, a title using the new name 
given to these territorial administrators. 58 The P11rtidlu (2,9,22-23), on the 
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other hand, probably reflect the initial distinction between the adelanttu/o 
m11yor de la fronter11 and the merinos ""'yores in the other kingdoms. Ap
pointed before the court, they swore to do justice; royal letters notified 
the towns of their appointment ( Esplculo, 4,12,17; 4,3,2; Plll'tituu, 3,18,6). 

One of their principal duties was to execute sentences handed down 
by the royal court. 59 Accompanied by persons knowledgeable in the law 
and scribes to record proceedings, they could also dispense justice and 
hear appeals from local judges (Plll'tituu, 2,9,22). The king insisted, for 
example, that the adelanttu/o m11yor of Murcia should "hear plaintiffs and 
do justice to them, as I ordered him to do." The cortes of Seville in 1252 

forbade the merinos to seize property without the authorization of a judge 
or to delegate judicial responsibility to negligent persons ( art. 1s, 18 L). 
One could appeal the judgments of merinos and adelantados to the king. 60 

The judicial authority of merinos did not extend to the immunities of 
bishops, monasteries, and military orders except in four cases specified by 
Alfonso IX of Le6n: homicide, rape, pursuit of known criminals, and 
highway robbery. 61 Despite that restriction, the king had to warn his 
governors to respect the privileges and immunities of monasteries and 
towns. 62 

Monastic houses often called on merinos or llllelantados to protect 
them from violence inflicted by the powerful. 63 These officials also carried 
out a variety of administrative tasks, such as establishing the boundaries 
of a newly settled village in Galicia or compelling the Mudcjars of Murcia 
to contribute to the maintenance of irrigation canals. 64 

For their services they were entitled to hospitality ( yant11r) upon per
sonal visitation once a year where customary (Seville 1253, art. 14, 20 L), 
but abuses evoked constant protests both from monasteries and towns. 
The Cistercian abbeys of Galicia often complained to the king, but so too 
did the citizens of Alicante, Burgos and Le6n. 65 

As this overview has shown, Alfonso X utilized the officials of his 
court and of his kingdom in both old and new ways to carry out his re
sponsibility to maintain his people in peace and justice. One is tempted to 
say that an itinerant court, exposed to the perils of travel and the variations 
of weather, could only be inefficient. And yet the king and his courtiers, 
while displaying extraordinary energy, accomplished a remarkable amount 
of business. In order to make his government operate effectively and har
moniously, the king reorganized old structures and introduced essential 
modifications. Though his successors might make further changes as ne
cesssity required, the model he established rested on solid foundations. 
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Defender of the Church 

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries the kings of Castile-Lc6n consis
tently portrayed themselves as faithful sons of the Church. 1 Reflecting this 
attitude, Alfonso X summarized in the EsplCUUJ (1,2,3) the essential doc
trines that all good Christians ought to believe and indicated that those 
who did not should suffer the penalty established by law for heretics. A 
much abbreviated doctrinal summation was also included in the Fuero relll 
(1,1).2 The penalty for heresy, and also for those converting from Christi
anity to Judaism or Islam, was death by fire. Anyone who aided heretics 
was rcse~ed for the king's mercy (Fum, ruu, 4,1; Pllrtidas, 4,26). Drawing 
on the writings of the Dominican canonist, Ramon de Penyafort (d. 1275), 
the Siete Pllrtidas (1,3-24-) contains a much more elaborate statement of 
Catholic teaching, a description of the seven sacraments, and the duties 
and functions of the clergy and the faithful. 3 

By including these theological and ecclesiastical elements in law codes 
intended to be applied in the secular courts, Alfonso X implied a unity of 
law and his own responsibility to safeguard Christian observance. He also 
testified to his own orthodoxy, always emphasizing the unity of belief 
shared with the bishop of Rome. Although he stated firmly that he had 
no superior in the temporal sphere (EsplCUUJ 1,1,13), he willingly acknowl
edged the spiritual supremacy of the pope. In effect, Alfonso X presented 
himself to the world as a dutiful Christian, concerned about the mainte
nance of religious orthodoxy and the well-being of the church. 

Episcopal Elections 

Even so, Linehan pointed out that the king dominated the Castilian 
church chiefly through control of episcopal elections; the bishops seem to 
have been among the most docile and least amenable to papal direction of 
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any in Europe. 4 There were twenty-seven bishoprics, including the three 
archiepiscopal secs of Toledo (the primatial sec), Santiago de C:Ompostcla, 
and Seville. In the kingdom of Lc6n were the following secs: Santiago de 
C:Ompostela, Lugo, Mondofiedo, Orensc, and Tuy in Galicia; Astorga and 
Oviedo in Asturias; Le6n in Lc6n proper; and in Leoncsc Extremadura, 
Badajoz, Ciudad Rodrigo, C:Oria, Salamanca, and Zamora. The Castilian 
secs were Burgos, Calahorra, Palencia, and Osma in Old Castile; Avila and 
Segovia in Castilian Extremadura; Toledo, Cuenca, Plasencia, and Si
guenza in the kingdom of Toledo; Seville, Cadiz, C6rdoba, and Jaen in 
Andalusia; and Cartagena in Murcia. 

Canon law (repeated in Partidas, 1,5,17-27) specified that the bishop 
should be elected freely by the cathedral chapter, but the crown could 
influence the election in various ways. According to the ancient custom of 
Spain, when a bishop died the canons were to ask royal permission to 
proceed to an election. The new bishop-elect would then be presented to 
the king, who would authorize him to receive the property of his sec. The 
kings of Spain, meaning the kings of Castile-Lc6n, enjoyed these rights 
because not only had they conquered the land from the Moors, turning 
mosques into churches and replacing the name of Muhammad with that 
of Christ, but they also founded new churches and endowed others. 
Therefore, the king had a right to make a request in an election and the 
cathedral chapter ought to accede to it. 5 

The nature of that request was set out in a variant text, which said 
that the king might propose a certain person, but he should not pressure 
the electors, unless they wanted to choose someone who might harm the 
king and the kingdom. The text added that the king should be notified 
"because he is the defender and protector of the faith and of the churches 
and of those who serve them and of their goods and also because he is the 
natural lord of the land where the churches are founded." 6 

In actuality, if the king nominated a candidate, the electors were not 
likely to oppose him. Their right to elect was limited both by royal and 
papal intervention. Royal nomination was a means of rewarding clerics for 
faithful service and also of providing for younger sons of the royal family. 
Disputed elections often gave the pope the opportunity to reserve the 
decision to himself. At times king and pope worked closely to satisfy their 
own interests. 

The crown was especially concerned to place loyal allies in the three 
archiepiscopal secs. Thus Fernando III named his sons Felipe (1249-1258) 

and Sancho (1252-1261) to the secs of Seville and Toledo respectively, 
though the former was never consecrated. 7 When Felipe opted to follow a 
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secular career, Alfonso X caused the election as archbishop of Seville of 
Remondo (1259-1286), the former confessor of Fernando III and bishop 
of Segovia, who remained his faithful servant until the end. 8 

Pope Clement IV reserved the election after the death of Sancho I of 
Toledo, but Alfonso X persuaded him to choose Jaime I's son, Sancho II, 
in 1266. 9 After Sancho II's sudden death in 1275, the king nominated Fer
nando de Covarrubias but Pope Nicholas III again reserved the election. 
The pope's choice in 1280 was Gonzalo Garda Gudiel, the Castilian royal 
notary, whose earlier election as bishop of Cuenca and then as bishop of 
Burgos was due to the king's influencc.10 A disappointed Fernando de 
Covarrubias was consoled with the bishopric of Burgos. 11 

After the death of Juan Arias, archbishop of Compostcla (1237-1266), 

the king failed to persuade the canons to elect his notary for Lc6n, Juan 
Alfo~, and the sec was vacant until Gregory X appointed Gonzalo Gar
cia in 1272. When the archbishop refused to offer homage and fealty for 
his lordship, Alfonso X forced him into exile in 1279 where he remained 
until after the king's death. 12 

The three archbishops were rather touchy about their rights and es
pecially about the primacy claimed by Toledo. Summoned to the royal 
court at Seville in 1260, Archbishop Juan Arias of Compostcla entered the 
city with his archiepiscopal cross held aloft, evoking a protest from Arch
bishop Remondo, who thought that his dignity was impugned. In the 
same year Sancho I of Toledo emphasized his primatial status by process
ing through the archdiocese of Seville in like manner. Although Arch
bishop Rcmondo protested, Sancho II made a similar entry into Seville in 
1267. This time Archbishop Rcmondo placed an interdict on the city and, 
as a result of royal intervention, Sancho II acknowledged that Seville's 
rights remained intact. 13 

The king also secured the elevation of several other royal servants to 
the episcopal dignity, including Suero Perez, bishop of Zamora (12ss-

1286), and Martin Fernandez, bishop of Le6n (1254-1289), both notaries 
for Le6n. Given his need for Sucro's services at court, the king asked Pope 
Alexander IV to allow the bishop-clcct's consecration to be postponcd. 14 

In 1279 Martin Fernandez was exiled because he opposed the king's treat
ment of the church. 15 The royal notary of Castile, Fernando, was elected 
bishop of Palencia in 1256. His successor, elected in 1266, was Juan Alfonso, 
also notary for Castile, and an illegitimate son of the king's uncle, Alfonso 
de Molina. On the king's request, Alexander IV had dispensed him from 
that impediment. 16 

Other royal servants chosen as bishops included Pedro Lorenzo of 
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Cuenca and Agustin of Osma; Alfonso X informed Domingo Pascual, 
archbishop-elect of Toledo, that both men would have to be consecrated 
in Seville because he needed them there. 17 Pedro Fernandez, the king's 
chaplain, was bishop of Astorga, and Fernando, the royal physician, was 
elected as bishop of Coria in 1260. Alfonso X's former confessor, Fray 
Pedro Gallego, served as bishop of Cartagena from 1251 until 1267. Al
though Garda Martinez, another royal servant, was elected to succeed 
him, Nicholas III nullified the election in 1278, appointing instead Diego 
Martinez. 18 Lope Perez, elected bishop of C6rdoba in 1252, was a royal 
servant and his successor, Fernando de Mesa, elected in 1257, was the king's 
chaplain. 19 Fernando Velhqucz, formerly the royal procurator, served as 
bishop of Segovia from 1265 to 1278. 20 A disputed election in Siguenza 
prompted Alfonso X to force several canons to go into exile for three years, 
probably because of opposition to his candidate, Andres, elected in 1261. 

Martin G6mcz, named by Pope Gregory X in 1275, probably owed his 
election to the king's intercession. 21 

Several bishops represented the king in delicate negotiations with the 
papacy. Bishops Garcia of Silvcs, Domingo Suarez of Avila, and Martin 
Fernandez of Lc6n were sent as procurators to Urban IV in 1263 and 1266 

and Mclendo of Astorga was sent to the Council of Lyons in 1274. Fray 
Adhemar or Aymar, the royal representative to Gregory X, was named 
bishop of Avila, though he was never consecrated and Nicholas IV nulli
fied his election in 1290.22 

From time to time the king also secured papal permission to fill bene
fices with subordinate clerks of the royal court. 23 Thus, while conserving 
his own resources, he was able to provide for faithful servants, some of 
whom continued in his service. 

When a bishop died the king customarily took possession of the tem
poralitics of the see in order to guarantee their transmission intact to the 
new bishop (Pllrtidas, 1,5,18). So that any loss could be ascertained, a newly 
elected bishop was required to inventory diocesan movable and immov
able property, which he was forbidden to alienate (Fuero real., 1,s,2-3). In 
times past kings also claimed the goods of deceased bishops (jus spoli,), 
but Alfonso VIII, Alfonso IX, and Fernando III specifically renounced this 
right. 14 In a meeting with the prelates at Valladolid in the fall of 12ss, Al
fonso X also did so. 25 
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Provincial Councils 

As evidence of the obsequiousness of the bishops, Linehan cited their fail
ure to convene councils regularly in accordance with the decrees of the 
Fourth Lateran Council. Nevertheless, in January 1257 Archbishop San
cho I of Toledo convened a council at Alcala de Henarcs. The council's 
only extant decree required the convocation of councils twice yearly there
after, "saving the right and dominion of the lord king," but there is no 
evidence that that was done. 26 A council was also held at Burgos in 1261, 

but its enactments did not affect the rights of the crown. 27 Six years later 
Archbishop Sancho II and his suffragans gathered at Brihuega to protest 
royal seizures during episcopal vacancies. Although they also agreed to 
excommunicate those seizing church property, they did not threaten the 
king in that way. Several of them were his faithful servants and not inclined 
to radical action against him. 28 The dates of other councils arc uncertain. 
Archbishop Juan Arias of Santiago enacted several decrees sometime be
tween 1259 and 1267, while Bishop Suero Perez of Zamora held a council 
at Toro at an unknown date. The sixty-seven decrees promulgated by 
Bishop Martin Fernandez of Lc6n in a council held at Lc6n in October 
1262 or May 1267 testify to his reforming zeal. These data suggest that at 
least in the first half of the reign a few bishops tried to effect reform by 
summoning councils. The lack of evidence of conciliar activity in the later 
years seems to bear out Pope Nicholas Ill's charge in 1279 that the king 
thwarted the efforts of the bishops to asscmble. 29 

The Tithe and the Tercim reales 

Although the bishops were often acquiescent, at various times they dared 
to protest the king's tendency to lay hands on ecclesiastical revenues and 
properties or to intrude upon ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 

The bishops hoped to recover the terculS refiles or third of the tithe 
intended for the maintenance of churches that Fernando III had taken to 
finance the reconqucst.30 In the cortes of Seville in 1252 (art. 44), the first 
of his reign, Alfonso X declared that he would not deal with this issue 
until he had traveled northward to Castile and Lc6n. In fact, the Fum, 
mil (1,5,4) regulated the payment of tithes and justified the royal right to 
the terculS. Affirming that kings ruled under the kingship of Christ, who de
fended royal rights by upholding Caesar's claim to the tribute, Alfonso X 
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promised in turn to sustain the rights of the church. Thus all the people 
of the realm, both laity and clergy, were required to pay the tithe. Once 
the harvest had been gathered, royal tithe collectors, without being threat
ened or harmed, were authorized to take the king's share of a third, while 
ecclesiastical representatives would take what belonged to the church. Fail
ure to pay the tithe was punishable by excommunication and a royal fine, 
so that "the temporal and spiritual powers, both of which come from God, 
shall be of one accord." The tithe was used for the sustenance of the clergy, 
the repair of churches, and the care of the poor in time of famine, but 
Alfonso X also made the point that it could be used for the "service of 
kings, their benefit, and that of their realm when necessary." Since the tithe 
benefited everyone, all ought to contribute willingly. While the clergy 
might take heart, knowing that royal enforcement of payment would work 
to their advantage, it would also profit the king. That realization was un
doubtedly uppermost in Alfonso X's mind. 31 

In the meantime, the king ordered the payment of tithes to various 
sees. 32 When he met the bishops at Valladolid in October 1255, he reiterated 
the law in the Fuero relll concerning tithes and the tercias, though his 
decision hardly met the prelates' expectations. 33 Many groaned that the 
tercias reduced them to an impoverished state, but only occasionally did 
he yield his right. 34 

In subsequent years the king often had to order towns to pay tithes, 
but he also required the bishop of Salamanca to lift an interdict he had 
imposed on Alba de Tonnes for failure to do so. 35 When the Extrema
duran towns complained in 1264 about the collection of the tithe, the king 
commanded royal and ecclesiastical officials to take their respective shares 
at the same time and to avoid any unnecessary inconvenience to the 
people. As opposition to the payment continued, Alfonso X ordered Bur
gos to pay what it owed, and Infante Sancho insisted that the Jews there 
should pay tithes on propeny formerly belonging to Christians. 36 The re
calcitrant people of C6rdoba, Valladolid, and the dioceses of Avila and 
Cartagena were also admonished to pay tithes. 37 

Taxation of the Clergy 

The exemption from the payment of moneda forera, a tax payable every 
seven years in return for the royal promise not to alter the coinage, was 
another benefit cherished by the cathedral clergy. Alfonso IX of Lc6n had 
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granted this exemption in 1202, but Alfonso X, noting that his predeces
sors had ceded many favors to the church, insisted that they had never 
given this one. As early as 1253, "in honor of the emperors and kings from 
whence we come," he extended the privilege to the cathedral clergy of 
Toledo and in the course of the next two years to those of other secs. In 
1265 he gave it to the parish clergy ofToledo. 38 

While yielding the right to demand this tax of the cathedral clergy, 
the king asked the prelates assembled at Valladolid at Michaelmas 1255 for 
a special tax or serviao so he could pay a debt owed by his father to the 
papacy. Although the bishops consented, Alfonso X failed to pay the debt, 
which was still owing in September 1263. Assuring the prelates that their 
grant was only a grace or favor (node [um, sino de gm,t:UI ), the king declared 
that in the future neither he nor his successors would request this tax as a 
matter of right (por [um,), nor would they take it by force. The clergy 
would be required to pay it only "when you wish to give it according to 
your pleasure and good will." 39 In spite of these concessions the clergy 
learned over the years that Alfonso X never gave up his claims to their 
resources. 

Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 

In the sixth book of the Espiculo, Alfonso X planned to define the limits 
between ecclesiastical and secular jurisdiction, a cause of contention 
throughout medieval Europe. Appeals in temporal suits ought to be car
ried to the king, not to a bishop, but in spiritual cases, the appeal should 
go to the bishop, "as we said in the sixth book of the laws that speak of 
those pleas that the judges of holy church ought to judge and those to be 
judged by secular judges" (Espiculo, 5,14,11). The sixth book, however, is 
not extant. 

The Pa.rtidas (1,6,56,58) described as spiritual pleas matters relating to 
the tithe, first fruits, church offerings, marriages, legitimacy of children, 
adultery, burials, the election of bishops, rights of patronage, ecclesiastical 
benefices and administration, simony, excommunication and interdict, de
fense of the faith, sacraments and sacrilege, perjury and usury. Temporal 
pleas concerned movable and immovable property, men, money, animals, 
agreements, contracts, and exchanges. Temporal suits between clerics or
dinarily would be adjudicated by the bishop, but a suit between a cleric 
and a layperson had to be heard by the secular judge (Ptirtidas, 1,6,48, 
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57-61). The law forbidding the church to protect known robbers, murder
ers, arsonists, and other criminals may have been prompted by the sus
picion that some such persons were sheltered by their clerical status or 
may have claimed the right of sanctuary (Fuero real, 1,s,8). 

According to the Partidas (3,4,4), clerics were not to act as judges in 
secular pleas nor to sue according to secular law. In response to a query 
from Burgos, Alfonso X expressed the rationale for excluding clerics from 
any participation in secular pleas as advocates, counselors, or judges in 
appeals. He declared that the canon law to which the clergy were subject 
was not found in the Fuero real and by introducing it they tended to pro
long litigation to the detriment of the realm. 40 The clergy were also denied 
a role in inquests concerning laypeople (Partidas, 3,17,4). 

Despite the strictures of the law, there were always exceptions. For 
example, when the bishop held a,town in lordship, his right to adjudicate 
litigation among the townsmen was upheld. Thus in 1255 Alfonso X con
firmed the jurisdiction of the bishop of Sigiienza, stipulating that one 
could appeal from the municipal judges to the bishop, and ultimately to 

the king. In response to the complaints of the bishop of Zamora, the king 
commanded the municipal council in 1272 not to protect murderers and 
other criminals condemned by the ecclesiastical authorities, nor to try 
them again, lest the church lose its temporal jurisdiction in this way. 41 In 
1283 the king appointed Bishop Martin of Calahorra, Fernando Perez, 
dean of Seville, and G6mcz Garcia, canon of Toledo, to resolve a dispute 
between Bishop Juan Alfonso of Palencia and the municipal council con
cerning the episcopal lordship. 42 

The use of excommunication and interdict to compel obedience to 
ecclesiastical authority was a special irritant that evidently was discussed 
in the cortes early in the reign. According to Fernando IV's report to the 
cortes of Zamora in 1301 (art. 11), Alfonso X "assembled his cortes, and 
with the agreement of the prelates, magnates, and other good men of his 
realm," resolved that royal officials should not be excommunicated for fail
ing to enforce ecclesiastical privileges granted by the crown. Complaints 
should rather be made directly to the king. On the other hand, if a bishop 
refused to remove an ecclesiastical censure when requested by the king, 
royal officials were authorized to take pledges of church property until 
compliance. This policy displeased the prelates who brought the matter to 
papal attention, though Fernando IV did not record any response. Per
haps the discussion alluded to occurred during the cortes of Valladolid in 
1258, because Pope Alexander IV in the next year assured Alfonso X that 
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no one, other than himself, could excommunicate the king or members of 
his family. 43 

Be that as it may, the use of ecclesiastical censures continued to be a 
matter of debate throughout the reign and beyond. In the Fum, relll (1,s,7) 

the king ordered royal officials to aid the bishops in punishing those who 
violated churches or cemeteries. He also assured the bishops at Valladolid 
in 12ss that any sentence of excommunication that they imposed on those 
who failed to pay tithes would be upheld. In 127s and again in 1277 he 
ordered the municipal officials of Seville not to ignore sentences of excom
munication, but to compel those excommunicated for longer than thirty 
days to seek absolution. 44 

Confrontation at Burgos and Pefiafiel 

Oven conflict between the king and the bishops was avoided for a number 
of years as he busied himself with his African expedition and his quest for 
the crown of the Holy Roman Empire. The clergy were antagonized, 
however, when, in June 126s, Pope Clement IV, responding to the king's 
plea that he needed extraordinary help to suppress the revolt of the Mu
dcjars, granted him a tenth of ecclesiastical revenues for three years, pro
vided that he give up his claim to "that most vile robbery," the tercu&S 
rellles.45 That the king neglected to do so is evident from the continuance 
of contracts for collection of the tercuu. In 1271-1272 Bishop Pedro Lo
renzo of Cuen~ a royal counselor, contracted to collect the tercu&S in his 
sec and to pay the king 10,000 ""'1Jl'Pellls. In 1277 Isaac and Mayr 
Abcnxuxen also contracted to collect the tercu&S for 70,000 fflllm1'Ulis.46 

Thus, while finding a new way to tax the clergy with papal approbation, 
the king was still exacting the tercu&S. 

Already irritated by papal plans to tax them in 1262 for the relief of 
the Holy Land, the prelates found this new demand for a tenth insuppon
able. 47 Not surprisingly then, when the nobles and townsmen confronted 
the king in the cones of Burgos in the fall of 1272, the bishops were also 
emboldened to voice their protest. Although their specific demands arc 
unknown, it is likely that they related to the tercu&S and the issue of eccle
siastical jurisdiction. Alfonso X was so angered by their effrontery that he 
threatened to expel them from the realm; he refrained from doing so only 
because such an cxucme measure would cause the pope to repudiate his 
claims to the imperial throne. A commission was appointed to consider 
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the demands of both the nobles and the prelates, but nothing is known of 
its decisions with respect to the latter at least until 1275.48 

More than likely the king was able to put off a settlement with the 
prelates until he had pacified the rebellious nobility. With that done, he 
prepared to visit Pope Gregory X in southern France to press his claims to 
the empire. Before departing he directed his son, Fernando de la Cerda, 
to attend to ecclesiastical complaints. For that reason Fernando met Arch
bishop Sancho II of Toledo and other prelates at Pefiaficl in April 1275. 

Their grievances were no doubt the same as those presented in the cortes: 
prosecution in secular courts, secular impediments to the enforcement of 
ecclesiastical censures, taxation of the clergy, and seizure of ecclesiastical 
property. Not only were clerics arrested and brought before secular judges 
who ignored their protest that they were entitled to be tried in church 
courts, but contrary to ecclesiastical privileges, they were also summoned 
to answer suits brought by the laity. Fernando confirmed the right of the 
clergy to be tried only in ecclesiastical tribunals in both civil and criminal 
cases. As to the complaint that ecclesiastical censures were often ignored 
and that secular officials, in order to have them lifted, frequently seized 
church property, he affirmed the duty of both public officials and private 
persons to abide by judgments rendered by the ecclesiastical authorities. 
He also declared that no taxes should be imposed on the property of the 
clergy contrary to their exemptions. Besides condemning the seizure of 
church property without reason, he assured the clergy of security in their 
holdings. 49 

The prelates were pacified for the time being, but the issues of tax
ation and ecclesiastical jurisdiction continued to be agitated. When Al
fonso X returned in 1275 from visiting the pope, he brought with him 
authorization to collect a tenth of ecclesiastical revenue for six years to 
wage war against the Benimerines who had invaded the peninsula. so Even 
so, he asked the clergy in the cortes of Burgos in 1276 for a special tax so 
that he could repel the intruders. Renewing the pledge he had made in 
1255, he promised that he would not levy this tax in the future as a matter 
of right, but would first seek their consent. In the cortes of Burgos 1277 he 
exempted cathedral chapters from payment of a new tax levy.s1 

The Challenge of Nicholas III 

However, tensions were mounting, partly because of the need for extraor
dinary funds to meet the continuing threat from Morocco and because of 
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the dispute over the succession to the throne. In this critical time, Pope 
Nicholas III, perhaps believing that Alfonso X's imperial pretensions had 
been put aside and he need no longer be treated with such deference, 
confronted him for his abuse of the church. Admonishing the king on 
23 March 1279 for his illicit exactions from the clergy, his seizure of church 
property and intrusion into ecclesiastical jurisdiction, the pope sent his 
legate, Bishop Pietro of Ricti, to stress the seriousness of these complaints. 
A memorillle secretum given to the legate specified the charges in seven 
articles: (1) the tercUIS; (2) the custody of vacant churches and monasteries; 
(3) the oppression of the archbishop ofCompostcla; (4) and of the bishop 
of Le6n; (s) the grievances of the prelates; (6) ecclesiastical liberties in 
Portugal; and ( 7) the oppression of the king's subjects. 52 

The legate informed Alfonso X of these grievances in May 1279. His 
immediate response is unknown, but on 29 July he asked the counsel of 
Infante Sancho, instructing him to consult with the prelates and other 
good men. 53 A document restating and expanding somewhat the articles 
in the memorillle secretum (except articles 6-7) and accompanied by a 
partial Castilian translation and responses probably represents the think
ing of Sancho and his counsellors concerning articles 1, 2, and parts of 
sA. 54 The principal issues were royal seizure of ecclesiastical revenues, cus
tody of vacant churches, episcopal elections, ecclesiastical jurisdiction, and 
the church's right to acquire property. 

With respect to the accusation that Alfonso X was taking the tercUIS 
even though papal authorization had lapsed (art. 1), Sancho suggested a 
compromise that would allow the king, but not his successors, to retain 
the tercUIS for life (art. A). Sancho conceded that the king was wrong to 
demand subsidies from the clergy, because they could not be compelled to 
consent to taxation without papal permission (art. s, D, P). 

Although the clergy denied the king's right to take custody of vacant 
churches (art. 2), Sancho proposed that he might be granted the revenues 
of the episcopal mensa for life, but the deceased bishop's movable goods 
should be used to pay his debts or left to his successor (art. B). Sancho 
had little comfort to offer against the bitter complaint that his father nomi
nated his own candidates for bishoprics and other ecclesiastical offices, 
using threats to impose his will. The Infante recommended only that this 
ought not to be done in the future (art. s C). 

A substantial portion of the grievances concerned ecclesiastical juris
diction. Contrary to their privileges, clerics were summoned before secular 
tribunals. Secular judges arrested, imprisoned, and even sentenced clerics 
to death. Secret inquests were conducted against them without their being 
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summoned and they were punished without being convicted or having 
confessed. Sancho saw no possibility of resolving this to the king's advan
tage, other than to say that a cleric caught in the act and then degraded by 
his bishop could be punished by a secular judge. In actions involving per
sonal or real property, the Infante acknowledged the church's jurisdic
tion because the goods of the clergy were intended for the church's use 
(art. S, E). 

Sancho had no advice concerning charges of royal intrusion into ec
clesiastical jurisdiction. The king was accused of forbidding bishops to 

render judgments or to use the power of excommunication, except in case 
of violation of churches, assault on the clergy, and non-payment of tithes. 
He also demanded that prelates revoke censures and that interdicts not be 
observed; nor would he allow the exception of excommunication to be 
admitted in his court. He usurped jurisdiction over wills and the crime of 
usury committed by clerics and laymen. 55 Also he compelled prelates to 
affix their seals to blank charters, thereby testifying in advance to matters 
that they had not seen nor heard ( art. s, L). 

If the church acquired property previously exempt from tribute, the 
king insisted that it now be paid and that proper title to the land in 
question be presented. On this point Sancho cited the decisions taken in 
the so-called cones of Najera held by Alfonso VIII of Castile in 1184, de
claring that, if the church had a privilege showing possession before that 
time, no tribute was due. Nor should tribute be exacted from lands re
cently acquired that had not been subject to it before. As to tributary land 
held by the church whose possession had been confirmed by previous rul
ers, no change should be made. Future purchases, however, could only be 
made with the king's permission and would be subject to tribute. If any
one left property to the church for the good of his soul, it would be free 
of tribute. Should a cleric inherit property or receive it as a gift, he could 
sell it within a time stipulated by the king, but if not, then it would be 
subject to tribute (art. s, F). 56 

Among miscellaneous complaints, the king was accused of ignoring 
or violating royal privileges given to the church; of abusing privileges that 
he had received from the papacy; of establishing, on his own authority, a 
new religious order ( the Military Order of Santa Marfa de Espana founded 
in 1273); 57 of impeding the work of bishops by not permitting the publi
cation of papal or episcopal indulgences, and by forbidding the bishops to 
assemble to discuss their grievances or to appeal to the pope. By not allow
ing the clergy to take money out of the kingdom for necessary expenses, 
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he effectively prevented them from traveling abroad for study or other 
purposes. Finally, he appointed Jews to positions of authority over 
Christians (art. s, E, G, H, I, K, N). An article (M) not appearing in the 
original memorillle alleged that because of the king's actions. ignorant and 
vulgar persons were intruded into ecclesiastical offices, illicit marriages 
were contracted, and astronomers and augurs were consulted. Perhaps this 
was intended to suggest that the king was not quite orthodox. 

The third and fourth articles concerned the king's harassment of 
Archbishop Gonzalo of Compostcla and Bishop Martfn of Lc6n, both of 
whom had been driven from the realm. In the former case the king de
manded that the archbishop do homage for his lordship, though none of 
his predecessors allegedly had done so. The king also tried to gain control 
of the administration of justice there and interfered in the quarrel between 
the archbishop and the townsmen ( art. 3, B'). While seizing diocesan 
property, the king ordered the bishop of Lc6n to return home by a certain 
date or he would proceed against him ( art. 4, B"). 

The memorillle and the text sent to Sancho, together with his replies, 
do not provide supporting evidence for most of the charges leveled. 
against the king. Even so, from other sources it is apparent that there were 
substantial grounds for accusing him of maltreating churchmen, interfer
ing with ecclesiastical jurisdiction, restricting the church's property rights, 
and utilizing its resources as though they were his own. As we have seen, 
Sancho had little useful advice to give to his father. Perhaps in order to 
stir up popular support, Alfonso X authorized him to summon the Castil
ian towns to Valladolid in October 1279 "concerning those things that the 
legate said to the king on the pope's behalf." Due to lack of response, the 
meeting was postponed to Salamanca in November and thence to Badajoz, 
where Alfonso X evidently met the municipal representatives in February 
1280. · The outcome is not known, but it is likely that the townsmen, who 
had only disdain for ecclesiastical privileges, expressed support for royal 
policy. Possibly at this time, in accordance with Nicholas IIPs wishes, Al
fonso X encouraged his grandson Dinis, who had recently ascended the 
throne of Portugal, to treat the church there more kindly than his father 
had donc. 58 

Discontent with Alfonso X's government mounted steadily as his 
reign drew to a close. The clergy, together with the townsmen and the 
nobility, had good reason to protest against him. In 1282 when Infante 
Sancho challenged his father, the abbots of many Castilian and Lconese 
monasteries, meeting at Valladolid, formed a brotherhood ( hemuiruuul) in 

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



62 Chapter 4 

defense of their privileges. The Leonese bishops, Melendo of Astorga, 
Suero of Zamora, Muoio of Mondofiedo, Fernando of Tuy, Gil of Bada
joz, and Alfonso of Coria also formed an hemuindiu/, with twenty-five 
Lconcse monasteries, pledging mutual help in defense of their liberties 
and "for the honor, right, and dominion of Lord Sancho." 59 Bishops Fer
nando of Burgos and Juan of Palencia, however, both Castilians, protested 
the assembly's attempt to transfer the powers of government to Sancho. 60 

In the ensuing civil war the king claimed that Archbishops Gonzalo of 
Toledo and Remondo of Seville, Bishops Fernando of Burgos, Aymar, 
elect of Avila, Suero of Cadiz, and Frcdolo of Oviedo were loyal to him. 61 

The rest presumably backed Sancho or endeavored to maintain neutrality. 
Bishops Mclendo of Astorga and Suero of Zamora together with abbots 
and procurators of churches participating in the hemu,,,uuu/, renewed their 
support of Sancho at Benavente in 1283, but urged him to seek peace and 
to maintain the liberties of the church. 62 

The reasons for the hostility that developed between the king and the 
church arc clear enough, as is the king's rationale for his actions. Seeing 
himself as an orthodox Christian, faithful and devout, the defender of 
Christian Spain, and by extension of all Christendom, he believed that he 
was justified in nominating bishops and in taking the tercias. Although he 
promised in 12ss not to seize the goods of deceased bishops, he did not 
abide by that pledge. In the dozen years from 1272 to the end of the reign, 
the number of vacant sees ranged from a minimum of four to a maximum 
of ten. Salamanca appears to have been vacant throughout that time and 
Avila for at least eight years. This was due to disagreements among the 
pope, the king, and the cathedral canons about candidates, but Alfonso X 
may have deliberately tried to gain financial advantage by allowing secs to 
remain vacant. His insistence upon nominating bishops and applying pres
sure when necessary (even though the P11,rtid/ls, 1,5,17, stressed that he 
should not do so) was a continuing irritant for the canons, who wished to 
exercise the right of free election, and the papacy. 

Alfonso X similarly refused to yield his right to the tercias, although 
he did insist that everyone should pay tithes, a measure intended to benefit 
himself as much as the church. Though he promised in 12ss that he would 
not tax the clergy without their consent and apparently requested sen,icios 
from them on a few occasions, they had no liking for this and, like the 
townsmen, pleaded poverty. For Castile, as well as the rest of Europe, 
extraordinary taxation was a novelty from which there was no escape. 

Given Alfonso X's efforts to codify the laws and to minimize legal 
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The Estate of the Nobility 

By the twelfth century the nobility had developed a conscious understand
ing of their starus, rights, and privileges. Under the influence of feudalism, 
the great men of the realm were linked by the tic of vassalage to the king 
and in tum maintained many subordinates as vassals. Unlike their contem
poraries in northern Europe who often held public offices and lands as 
benefices transmissible by hereditary right, the Castilian nobles frequently 
received recompense for their services to the crown by grants of land in 
full ownership or by stipends (soultulas) paid from the tribute taken from 
the Moors. Public offices were held at the will of monarch and only occa
sionally passed from father to son. The title of count, used in the twelfth 
century, generally disappeared in the thirteenth and was not resurrected 
until the fourteenth. The nobility could now be divided into three groups: 
the magnates, known in the thirteenth century as rit:os hombres or rich men; 
the infanz,ones, men of distinguished birth but not as wealthy as the mag
nates; and the Cllblllleros ftjosdllJgo or knights. As a distinct class, the nobles 
had a clearly defined juridical starus entitling them to exemption from 
tributes and to judgment by their peers in accordance with certain unwrit
ten customs or .fueros.1 After the battle of Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212, 

Alfonso VIII of Castile asked his nobles for a written statement of their 
customs that he could confirm; this purportedly was the origin of the so
called Fuero viejo.2 

By the thirteenth century the nobility were also recognized as one 
of the three estates of the realm. Along with the prelates and towns
men, under the headship of the king, they constituted the body politic. 3 

From the ranks of the magnates, the most prominent by birth, lineage, 
wealth and power, were chosen the lll.flrez, the 11111yortlomo mayor, and 
the provincial governors (merinos or IUUUlntlUUJS ""'Yores). The princi
pal tasks of the nobility were to defend the realm and to counsel the king, 
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differences, it is not surprising that he should attempt to limit ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction. As a king who claimed to have no superior in temporal mat
ters, he could hardly tolerate the existence of a separate legal system over 
which he in theory had no control. From his point of view, it was impera
tive to impose restraints on that system, without necessarily repudiating it. 

Finally, the accumulation of property by the church was seen by Al
fonso X, as well as by his predecessors and contemporaries among the 
monarchs of Europe, as a threat to royal power. Both Alfonso VIII of 
Castile and Alfonso IX of Le6n in the curiM of Najera (1184) and Bena
vente (1228) respectively, had enacted ordinances limiting church rights in 
this respect. 63 Alfonso X also strove to curb future acquisitions by insisting 
on his right to consent and his right to levy tribute on lands newly ac
quired by the church. 

As royal nominees for the most part, the Castilian bishops may have 
been inclined to docility, but on occasion they did challenge him. His 
brother Sancho, archbishop-elect of Toledo and titular head of the hierar
chy, was probably their spokesman in 12ss. Archbishop Sancho II of To
ledo, who met Infante Fernando at Peiiafiel in 121s, may have been one of 
the bishops who confronted the king in 1272. The Lconcse bishops whose 
leaders, Archbishop Gonzalo of Compostela and Bishop Martfn of Le6n, 
had been forced into exile, were likely behind the charges leveled by Pope 
Nicholas III against the king in 1279. The great crisis of 1282 compelled 
most bishops to choose between the king and his son. 

Church-state issues were delineated and debated during the reign of 
Alfonso X and contributed to his downfall. Despite that, royal ascendancy 
over the church was unchanged, as his immediate successors continued to 
follow his policies with respect to the terculs, taxation, episcopal appoint
ments, ecclesiastical jurisdiction and church property. 
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who ought to love and honor them "because they are the nobility and 
honor of his cortcs and of his kingdoms" (Plll'tUUU, 2,10,1). Their cohe
siveness based on common interests and intermarriage enabled them to 
become more self-conscious and an ever more formidable challenge to the 
monarchy. 

The Order of Chivalry 

The concept of knighthood helped to emphasize the nobility's awareness 
of their status as a privileged body. By the end of the twelfth century the 
idea that all members of the military class from the king to the simplest 
knight were members of the order of chivalry was well established. 

Well aware of these ideas, Alfonso X stressed the observance of rules 
and the general behavior of the nobility and expounded the theory and 
practice of chivalry in the Plll'tUUU ( 2,21). As defenders of the realm, 
knights ( CIU1"'1eros) ought to be of good lineage and distinguished by gen
tility, wisdom, understanding, loyalty, courage, moderation, justice, prow
ess, and the practical knowledge necessary to assess the quality of horses 
and anns (Plll'tUUU, 2,21,1-10). 

Only a knight could raise himself or another to that dignity, though 
in Spain kings sometimes knighted themselves. Following his father's ex
ample, Alfonso X apparently knighted himself by taking his anns from the 
altar. He also took great pleasure in knighting others, including his son, 
Fernando de la Cerda, the future Edward I and Edward II of England, 
Dinis of Portugal, Philip of Courtenay, son of the Latin Emperor of Con
stantinople, Rudolf of Habsburg, and others.• 

A magnate who accepted land from the king was expected to receive 
knighthood and was forbidden to marry or to create knights until he him
self was knighted. 5 Excluded from knighthood were women, clerics, the 
poor, the deformed, those who could not use arms, merchants, traitors, 
and those condemned to death. 6 To encourage knights, especially those in 
the towns, to maintain their status, the king promised soo sueldos and 
other privileges to anyone whom he or his heir personally knighted. His 
interest was to enhance the warrior tradition because he needed the aid of 
the nobility in his wars and recognized that knighthood, with its impli
cations of rank and status, could serve his purposes as well as theirs. 7 

Trained by an experienced warrior whom he served as a squire, the 
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young noble might be knighted on the battlefield if he performed a no
table deed, but the ceremony tended to be given great solemnity and re
ligious significance, as the order of knighthood was compared to the 
priesthood. The aspirant for knighthood prepared himself by the vigil of 
arms, placing his weapons and gear on the altar and spending the night in 
prayer and meditation. The next day the one knighting him gave him a 
blow on the shoulders with the flat of a sword, symbolizing his admission 
into the order. A close bond, comparable to that between a newly baptized 
person and his godparent, was established between the new knight and 
his sponsor (ptulrino). If a vassal wished to break the tic with his sponsor, 
he had to wait a full year before doing so (Fuero real, 3,13,3). During the 
celebration of Fernando de la Ccrda's wedding at Burgos in 1269, he 
received knighthood from his father, who then asked him to knight 
his younger brothers, Juan and Pedro. Infante Sancho, however, on the 
prompting of Jaime I of Arag6n (who perhaps realized that the implied 
dependent status this entailed might be a source of friction), refused to 
accept knighthood from the bridegroom. 8 

In order to maintain themselves in readiness for war, knights were 
urged to be temperate in eating, drinking, and sleeping, and to read his
tories of great deeds of arms. Striving for the common good, they should 
be prepared to die for their natural lord. Because of the dignity of knight
hood, a knight accused of crime could not be tonured, except in case of 
treason touching the king or the kingdom, nor could he be executed by 
hanging, but only by beheading. If he sold, maltreated, or lost his horse 
or arms, gambled them away, engaged in trade, fled in battle, or aban
doned his lord, he would lose his knighthood. A squire sent by the king 
would strip him of his spurs and sword and he would no longer have the 
right to be called cabRIJero (P"'1Ulas, 2,21,17-25). 

The Obligations of Vassalage 

The theme of vassalage was discussed in the Pll11Ulas ( 4,2s) and in the 
Fuero relll (3,13,1-7). A man wishing to become a vassal of another kissed 
his lord's hand. If he wished to break the tic, he or his representative de
clared: "I take my leave of you and I kiss your hand and from now on 
I am not your vassal." The vassal was entitled to keep whatever arms 
or horses he received from his lord, together with whatever he gained 
thereby, but if he abandoned his lord, he had to return everything that his 
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lord had given him except his stipends (soldadas). If the lord died, the 
vassal was not obligated to become a vassal of the lord's sons, but he had 
to surrender whatever he had received from his lord. If he refused to do 
so, the lord or his heirs could demand restitution. The lord was forbidden 
to harm or to speak disparagingly of a vassal who left him in the proper 
manner. 9 Late in 1272 when the magnates decided to break their bond of 
vassalage to Alfonso X, they sent knights or squires to notify him and to 
ask a period of thirty days grace (which could be prorogued for nine days 
and then for three more days), in accordance with the Pa.rtidas (4,25,10-

11), so they could purchase necessities before leaving the realm. While re
futing the complaints made against him, the king tried to dissuade the 
vassals of the magnates from accompanying them. Although the law al
lowed rear vassals to do so, they were required to return after thirty days. 
If they followed their lord into exile to Muslim lands, they were guilty of 
treason against God and against the king. 10 

The stipends given to the nobility were a major clement in the royal 
budget and on occasion the cause of contention. According to the royal 
chronicle, Alfonso X, "through generosity of spirit and in order to bind 
them more surely to his service when he needed them, increased their 
stipends much more than they were in the time of King Fernando." He 
also increased the rents from his lands assigned to some of them and gave 
revenues to others who had never before received them. A stipend of 
10,000 m11mJ1edls mentioned in the cortes of Valladolid in 1258 seems to 
have been typical for a great lord, who was required to pay his own ex
penses when he came to court, to lodge in his own house, and to bring no 
more than ten knights with him. At times nobles did not wait for payment 
of the funds assigned, but helped themselves. To prevent this, those who 
leased royal saltpits, customs collections (almoja.rifazgo) in Andalusia, and 
other customary tributes were required to make disbursements within 
three months to the nobles entitled to them. 11 

In return for their stipends the nobles owed the king counsel and 
were expected to equip themselves for military service, usually for three 
months. In several of his Ca.ntig11S d'escarnho Alfonso X complained about 
their failure to do so. 12 Nobles who failed to respond when summoned to 
war or to bring the required number of knights would lose whatever they 
received from the king. 13 

With the intention of reminding the nobility of their status subordi
nate to the crown, Alfonso X enacted various measures to curb extrava
gance in wedding celebrations, food, dress, and adomment. 14 
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Lordships 

As the nobles derived substantial income from their lordships they at
tempted constantly to increase their holdings. Because the competition for 
land was intense, they objected at Toledo in 1273 to grants made to anyone 
other than a native of the realm. 15 Most of the nobles of Castile and Lc6n 
received a share in the distribution of lands in Andalusia and to some 
extent in Murcia, but the great Ultifundui so characteristic of Andalusia in 
the later Middle Ages were not created at this time. 16 In addition to lands 
inherited (devisRS) from their families, the nobles in Old Castile often en
joyed lordship over the behetrllu. The inhabitants of these lands were free
men who commended themselves to the protection of the great lords but 
could sever their tics at any time without giving up ownership of their 
land. As the peasants restricted the selection of their lord to a ccnain 
family, this relationship tended to become hercditary. 17 Magnates were 
forbidden to excuse the men of the behetrllu from customary payments 
owed to the king. because the cones believed that by insisting on these 
payments royal service could be increased by more than 300 knights 
equipped with horses and arms. In their own lands the nobles ordinarily 
were entitled to hospitality ( y1mtar) and provisions (conducho) but they 
often abused this right. More than once they were admonished not to take 
provisions from royal or ecclesiastical lands or from behetrllu without pay
ment. In 1272 Alfonso X accused Nuno Gonzalez de Lara of wrongfully 
levying tributes and taking provisions. 18 

Judgment in the King's Court 

Nobles were entitled to have their quarrels adjudicated in the royal court. 
Alfonso X pledged to do justice to anyone who dishonored a noble or a 
member of his family, and enabled anyone who received a defiance to 
bring suit before the royal court. Despite that, the nobles protested in the 
cones of Burgos in 1272 that there were no noble judges ( tdaddes fijosda/,go) 
in the royal court who could adjudicate their suits in accordance with tra

ditional customs. Although the king promised to accede to their demands, 
they nevenhcless went into exile.19 

One of the major issues that nobles might bring before the royal tri
bunal was the charge of treachery, a matter treated at some length in the 
law codes. 20 The Partidas (7,2,1) distinguished treason (traicion) against 
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the king or against "the common good of the realm" from treachery 
(/Une) committed by one noble against another. Any noble who killed, 
wounded, seized another, plundered his estate, burned or destroyed his 
houses, cut down his vineyards or trees, or spoke badly of him, before first 
issuing a defiance, was declared lllnoso. In ancient times, according to the 
law books, the nobles with royal consent gave sureties that they would 
maintain friendship and would not injure one another. If a noble had a 
quarrel with another, proper procedure required that he break friendship 
and i§uc a formal defiance (riepto) in the king's presence, declaring that 
his opponent "was worth 1~ because of what he did." Only a noble could 
make this accusation and had to do so in person. One already convicted of 
treachery or so accused could not accuse another (PIWtidas, 7,3; 7,5). 

The accused could demand the right to prove his innocence by a ju
dicial duel, but he could not be compelled to do so ( PIWtitlas, 7 ,4). If the 
parties agreed, the king would determine the weapons, set the time and 
place, and appoint trustworthy men to supervise the combat. If the chal
lenger were killed, the accusation was nullified; but if the accused were 
killed before admitting the charge, he was considered innocent. If the de
fendant refused combat, the challenger could prove his case by noble wit
nesses, charters, or, if his opponent was willing, by a royal inquest. Once 
all procedures were completed, the king could declare a noble lllnoso, or 
announce that the plaintiff failed to prove his accusation. Even if it were 
proved, the king could relieve the guilty person of lllnosui because "so 
great is the right of the king's power that he has all the statutes and all the 
laws under himself; and he has his power, not from men, but from~ 
whose place he holds in all temporal matters" (Fuero Relll., 4,25,5). The 
person convicted of Me suffered the penalty of perpetual banishment and 
confiscation of half his property. 

The Great Noble Houses 

In the reign of Alfonso X there were about two dozen magnates who 
regularly wiblcssed royal charters and constituted the highest rank in the 
aristocracy. These were the men without whose counsel the king was not 
expected to act. Not surprisingly, they were closely linked by tics of 
marriage. The principal families were as follows: Haro, Lara, Cameros, 
Castro, Guzman, Gir6n, Manzanedo, Meneses, Villamayor, Alvarez de 
Asturias, Froilaz, Ponce, Trastamara, and Litnia. Juan Manuel, writing 
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early in the fourteenth century, commented that the Haros and the Laras 
were of the greatest estate, followed by the Camcros and Castros. 21 

Before studying the rivalry between the Haros and the Laras, some 
remarks on the other families arc in order. The Castros were long time 
antagonists of the Laras. Alvar Perez de Castro, the leading representative 
of the family in the reign of Fernando III, in 1234 married Diego L6pcz 
de Haro's sister, Mencia. When Alvar died without children in 1239, Men
cia claimed Paredes, between Carri6n and Palencia, and his other holdings 
in the kingdom of Lc6n. She subsequently married Sancho II of Portugal 
but returned to Castile after his death in 1248. When she died in 1271 or 
early 1272, the infantRZgo, as her estates in Le6n were known, was secured 
by a representative of Fernando de la Cerda, whom she had designated as 
her heir. Thereafter the dispute over her inheritance agitated the Castro 
family.22 

Fernan Ruiz de Castro, lord of Cigales, who succeeded to the lead
ership of the family, was reared in the household of Infante Alfonso. The 
Infante persuaded Fernando III to give Fernan, then only four years old, 
the lands held by his father. In the distribution of land in the kingdom of 
Seville, Fernan received a smaller share than others, probably because of 
his comparative youth. 23 Even so, Alfonso X purchased for him Santa 
Olalla and other properties in the kingdom of Toledo belonging to his 
grandmother, Countess Elo, who evidently wished to disinherit him. The 
king also gave him jewels and other precious objects then pledged to a Jew 
in Toledo but belonging to another relative, Pedro Fernandez cl Caste
llano. Moreover, Alfonso X arranged Fernan's marriage to Urraca Diaz, 
the daughter of the a/,jerez, Diego L6pcz de Haro. In 12l>9 with his sister 
Leonor Ruiz de Castro, the wife of Infante Felipe, he yielded to the Order 
of Calatrava Paredes de Nava and half of the inf11ntRZgo of Queen Mencia 
in exchange for 15,000 maravedis and the tenancy for life of Carmena and 
other estates. Another important member of this family was Esteban Fer
nandez de Castro, who succeeded his brother Andres as adelantado mayor 
of Galicia. 24 

The Mendous were one of the principal branches of the Haro family. 
Roy L6pez de Mendoza, a brother of the alflrez Diego L6pcz de Haro, 
acted as one of the partitioners of Seville, where he received a goodly 
share, and was appointed as admiral in 12S4. After his death in 1260, his 
son Lope de Mendoza eventually held that position. 25 

Juan Garcia de Villamayor was the chief representative of his family. 
As the son of Garcia Fernandez de Villaldemiro, the tutor of Infante AI-
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fonso, Juan was reared with ~e furure king and later served him as ma

yordomo m11yor. Perhaps for that reason his alloonent in the apportionment 
of land in Seville was the largest of any noble. As adelantlllio de la mar, 
he was entrusted with leadership of the expedition to Sale in 1260. His 
brother Alfonso Garcfa de Villamayor served as adelantlllio mayor of Mur
cia and in other positions of trust. 26 

Sim6n Ruiz de los Cameros, related to the Haro and Lara families by 
marriage, received a substantial portion in the partition of land in Seville. 
After joining the rebellion of the nobles in 1272, he went into exile to the 
kingdom of Granada. Though reconciled with the king, he subsequently 
incurred the king's wrath and was executed in 1277.27 

Another notable Castilian family was the Guzmans. Pedro Nunez de 
Guzman and his half-brothers Pedro Guillen and Nuno Guillen de Guz
man participated with Infante Alfonso in the conquest of Murcia and re
ceived a small share in the alloonent of land in Seville. Pedro Guillen was 
later adelantlllio mayor of Castile. Pedro Nunez had close connections to 
the monastery of Silos, where his son Fernando Perez de GU7.rnan in 1279 

arranged to be buried. Mayor Guillen, a daughter of Guillen Perez de 
Guzman and a sister of Pedro Guillen and Nuno Guillen, became the fu
ture king's lover. He gave Eiche in the kingdom of Murcia to her and their 
daughter Beatriz in 1244 and Cifuentes in 1255.28 

The leading members of the Manzanedo family were the sons of Gil 
Manrique, lord of Manzanedo: Gonzalo Gil de Villalobos, who served as 
merino mayor and adelantlllio mayor of Le6n, and his brother, Roy Man
rique, and Roy's son Pedro Roiz Manrique. 29 The Gir6n family was rep
resented by Gonzalo Rodriguez Giron, master of the Order of Santiago 
(1275-1280), and his son, Rodrigo Gonzalez Gir6n (d. 1256), whose lands 
lay along the Carri6n river and in the Tierra de Campos. Rodrigo's share 
in the apportionment of land in Seville was considerable. 30 His nephew, 
G6mez Ruiz Giron, who left a will in 1275, was succeeded by his son, Gon
zalo G6mcz. G6mez Ruiz's daughter, Juana G6mez, married Alfonso X's 
brother Luis. Among the influential members of the Meneses family were 
Tello, bishop of Palencia in the reign of Fernando III, and his brothers, 
Alfonso Tellez and Juan Alfonso de Meneses. Tello and Alfonso, the sons 
of Alfonso T cllcz, were prominent during the reign of Alfonso X. Alfonso 
Tellez and Gutierre Suarez de Meneses profited from the distribution of 
lands in Seville. The latter held the post of adelantlllio mayor of Le6n and 
was also named as one of the executors of the king's will. 31 

The Saldaiias, whose leader, Fernan Ruiz de Saldana, took part in the 
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rebellion of 1272, were another prominent family. Fernan's son Rodrigo 
Rodrfguez participated in the cortes of Burgos in 1274. Another rebel, Gil 
G6mcz de Roa, lord of Aza and Iscar, was the son-in-law of Nuno Gon
zalez de Lara; he also attended the cortes of Burgos in 1274. Roy Gonzalez 
de Cisneros was a member of the commission appointed in the cortes of 
Burgos in 1272 to attend to the grievances of the magnates. Together with 
Juan Dfaz de Finojosa, Roy Diaz de Finojosa, and Fernan Royz de Villa
lobos he formed part of the royal court in 1277. 32 

In Lc6n, one of the distinguished families was the Froilaz, whose 
estates lay in Asturias and Lc6n. Rodrigo Froilaz, the head of the family, 
received lands in Seville. So too did Juan Perez, the leader of the Ponce 
family. 33 Rodrigo Alvarez obtained an important share in the partition of 
Seville, but Alvar Diaz, head of the Alvarez de Asturias, did not, and per
haps on that account broke with Alfonso X. Jaime I persuaded the Castil
ian monarch to receive him into favor once more and to restore his lands 
to him. Despite that he joined the rebels in 1272 and went into exile to 
Granada. His son Pedro Alvarez de Asturias attended the cortcs of Burgos 
in 1274. Rodrigo G6mcz was the head of the Trastamara family, whose 
holdings were principally in Galicia, and Fernan Y aficz Batiscla was the 
leader of the Galician house of Limia. These families also shared in the 
assignment of lands in Seville. 34 

The Rivalry of the Haros and the Laras 

The houses of Haro and Lara had been strong rivals since the twelfth 
century. As the Laras had opposed his accession, Fernando Ill maintained 
an undisguised hostility toward them and, as a counterweight, raised up 
Diego L6pcz de Haro, lord of Vizcaya, whom he appointed as tUftrez. 
Although Diego eventually had his differences with Fernando III, they 
were reconciled at the time of the king's death, and Diego continued as 
Rlflrez for Alfonso X. 35 He also received a substantial share in the appor
tionment of Seville, as did his younger brother Alfonso L6pcz. Their half
brother was Diego L6pcz de Salcedo, merino mayor of Castile and later 
llllelanttulo m11,yor of Aiava and Guipuzcoa. 36 

Alfonso ~ while still Infante, did not share his father's antipathy to
ward the Laras. For many years his closest ally and counselor was a young 
man of about the same age, Nwio Gonzalez de Lara. Many years later, 
when Nwio joined the rebellious nobles, the king reminded him of their 
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past relationship and the many favors he had shown him from the time 
they were reared together. Even though Fernando III, remembering the 
earlier treachery of the Lara family, at first refused to knight Nuno and to 
grant him land for his sustenance, Alfonso persuaded his father, against 
his better judgment, to change his mind. The Infante, despite his father's 
wishes, also included Nuno's brother, Gonzalo, in his household and en
trusted Nuno with the tenancy of Ecija, an important Andalusian town. 
After his accession to the throne, Alfonso X continued to shower Nuno 
with lands and offices, including the tenancy of Seville and the royal reve
nues of Burgos, La Rioja, and Old (;astile. Nwio's allotment of lands in 
Seville equaled that of Diego L6pcz de Haro. 37 

Infante Enrique and Diego L6pez de Haro 

Diego L6pcz viewed the aggrandizement of Nuno Gonzalez de Lara and 
other members of his family with disgust and increasing irritation. Com
plaining that he was demeaned by Nwio's elevation, he tried many times 
to dissuade the king from this course, but to no avail. Nevertheless, he 
found an ally in Infante Enrique, the third son of Fernando III, whose 
relationship with Alfonso X had deteriorated over many years. During the 
siege of Seville Fernando III granted Enrique a lordship centered at Mo
ron to the cast of the city near the Granadan frontier, to be exchanged for 
Jerez, Arcos, Lcbrija, and Medina Sidonia, when those towns were taken 
from the Moors. In 1249 when the king required Enrique to render hom
age for these holdings to Alfonso as the future king of (;astile, he refused 
to do so. 38 Thus, when Alfonso X succeeded to the throne, he decided that 
Enrique's lordship at Mor6n and the promise of an even greater one at 
Jerez was a serious threat to the monarchy. As Enrique had entrusted the 
charters concerning this lordship to the Order of Calatrava, Alfonso X 
demanded their surrender and tore them up on 24 March 1253. 39 Surely 
this was cause for resentment on Enrique's part and his small portion in 
the lands of Seville probably reinforced these feelings. 40 More than likely 
he began to conspire with other nobles. That a plot was afoot is suggested 
by the authorization given by Innocent IV in 1254 to Bishop Remondo of 
Segovia to absolve all those who had taken an oath against the king's 
rights.41 

Sometime after April 1254, Diego L6pcz repudiated his tics of vassal
age to Alfonso X and withdrew to Vizcaya. Then on 8 August, at Estella 
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in Navarre, he concluded an alliance with Jaime I of Arag6n, who gave 
him sufficient revenue to maintain five hundred knights. Diego promised 
not to make peace with the king of Castile until he recovered his honor 
and estate and those of his friends and vassals. On the same day, two other 
Castilian nobles, Ramiro Rodriguez and Ramiro Diaz, made similar 
agreements with Jaime 1.42 

Writing many years later, Juan Manuel related that Enrique and Di
ego L6pcz de Haro made an agreement with Jaime I against the king of 
Castile at Maluenda, a village near Calatayud. This was probably in the 
late summer of 1254 as the Aragoncse king was returning from his journey 
to Navarre. When Enrique asked Jaime I for the hand of his daughter 
Constanza, the king hesitated because he had promised to marry her only 
to a king; however, he assured Enrique that once he had a kingdom in his 
possession, he would gladly give her to him. Juan Manuel offered no chro
nology and seems to have confused several events in the career of Infante 
Enrique. 43 

While Juan Manuel reported that Enrique then set out to conquer the 
kingdom of Niebla, so he could claim the hand of Constanza of Arag6n, 
the royal chronicle recounted a somewhat different story. Alfonso X, learn
ing of Enrique's plots and conspiracies, ordered Nuno Gonzalez de Lara 
to arrest him. Nuno encountered Enrique near Lebrija and in the ensuing 
battle both were wounded. Forced to withdraw to Lcbrija, Enrique set 

out that night for Puerto de Santa Marfa and crossed to Cadiz, where he 
boarded a ship bound for Valencia.44 

This may have taken place in the summer of 12ss. On 9 November 12ss, 
the king confiscated the lands of those knights who left the kingdom with 
Enrique, pillaging and burning as they went. 45 In the meantime, Enrique 
concluded an alliance against Alfonso X with Jaime I at Estella on 6 Sep
tember. On the same day the king of Arag6n reached a similar agreement 
with Lope Dfaz de Haro, who had succeeded to the lordship of Vizcaya 
on the death of his father Diego in October 1254. As Lope was under age, 
his vassals sought Aragonesc protection and guaranteed observance of this 
pact until their lord reached the age of fourteen. 46 Nevertheless, the op
position was short-lived, as Alfonso X moved up to the Navarresc frontier 
and received the submission of Lope Dfaz de Haro at Orduna in Decem
ber; the young man was then received honorably at court. 

After the settlement with Arag6n and Navarre in 1256, Enrique ap
parently made his way to the French court, but Louis IX was not especially 
open to his plans. Eventually Enrique journeyed to England, asking 
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Henry ill for help in going to Africa. In view of his oath, given on 7 July 
12s9, that he would take no hostile action against Castile, the king of En
gland authorized Bordeaux and Bayonne to aid Enrique with ships. 47 The 
Infante then visited Charles of Anjou to apprise him of his intentions and 
arranged to send him for safekeeping whatever treasure he might accu
mulate. Jaime I denied several of his nobles permission to accompany En
rique to Tunis. 48 

The royal chronicle reported that Enrique sailed from Barcelona to 
Tunis, where he entered the service of the emir in 1260. During the ensu
ing four years he achieved great fame and wealth, but because of the jeal
ousy of the Tunisian nobles, he withdrew to Italy. There he was elected 
senator of Rome, but after challenging Charles of Anjou, was thrust into 
prison, where he remained until 1294. Upon his return to Castile, he 
served as regent for Fernando IV until his death in 1303.49 Infante Fad
rique, Alfonso X's oldest brother, docs not appear to have been involved 
in Enrique's quarrel with the king, but later, perhaps out of a spirit of 
adventure, he joined him in Tunis and then in Italy. He reappeared in 
Castile in 1272. 50 

Infante Felipe and Nufio Gonzalez de Lara 

Enrique's departure removed a likely source of continual tension between 
the nobility and the crown, but Infante Felipe, the fourth son of Fer
nando III, and Nuno Gonzalez de Lara, the royal favorite, soon emerged 
as new leaders of the opposition. Felipe, intended by his father for an 
ccclcsiastial career, became archbishop-elect of Seville in 1249, but even
tually discovered that the life of a prelate was not congenial. Released from 
his obligations to the church, he married Kristin of Norway in 12s8; af
ter her death in 1262 he contracted an alliance with the Castro family by 
his marriage to Leonor Ruiz de Castro. A quarrel over the inheritance 
claimed by the Castros seems to have been a major factor in his hostility 
to the king. Later sources, however, suggest that he had abandoned his 
position as archbishop-elect of Seville under pressure from the king who 
wanted him to marry Kristin of Norway, but this seems to have no basis 
in fact.51 

Relations between the king and Nuno Gonzalez de Lara appear to 
have deteriorated over a long period of years. Nuno was disgruntled per
haps because Alfonso X received into favor Lope Dfaz de Haro, the heir 
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to Diego L6pcz, the rebellious lord of Vizcaya. Nuno tried to take advan
tage of Lope's youth by alleging rights to Durango and other places in 
Vizcaya, but the king ordered him to desist and sent knights to uphold 
Lope's rights. Without that intervention, Lope, in the king's judgment, 
would have lost the lordship of Vizcaya altogether. The king himself ad
mitted that he had antagonized Nuno by thwarting his ambitions, and 
that became Nufio's most serious complaint against him. 51 

In the years following the Mudqar uprising, the king and Nuno again 
crossed swords. Although Nuno had been given custody of the ~ of 
Jerez, he did not distinguish himself in its defense in 1264. In Cantiga 34S 
Alfonso X complained that Nuno, declaring that he had no desire to die 
defending the citadel, wanted to yield that responsibility. As a conse
quence the citadel was lost to the Moors on 31 May 1264. Despite that the 
king conferred other lands upon him to make up for his loss of income. 53 

The tension between the two men was also manifest a few years later, in 
1267, when Nuno objected to the cession of claims to knight service owed 
by the king of Portugal. Furthermore, when lbn al-Abmar, king of Gra
nada, came to meet Alfonso X at Jacn in 1268, Nuno's son Nufio contacted 
him and made unspecified complaints about the king's treatment of the 
Lara family. S4 

The king's relations with the nobility seemed quite good during the 
cortcs of Burgos in November 1269 when Fernando de la urda's wedding 
was solemnized, but they complained later about the extravagance of the 
ceremonies. The nobles ordinarily were exempt from direct taxation, but 
they consented to the imposition of an extraordinary tax on their vassals, 
in order to enable the king to "complete the business of the frontier," that 
is, the settlement of Murcia. That was the first time that they allowed their 
dependents to be taxed in this way. 55 

During the subsequent festivities, Nuno Gonzalez de Lara informed 
Jaime I of Arag6n of the growing tension between the Castilian king and 
his vassals, and even offered to enter Aragoncsc service with one or two 
hundred knights. Commenting that he was aware of the difficulty, Jaime I 
dissuaded Nuno and urged him to seek an accommodation with his sov
ereign. Nuno indicated the next day that he had done so and was satisfied 
with the king's response. At the end of this festive period, Alfonso X ac
companied Jaime I as far as Tarazona where they celebrated Christmas. 
The king of Arag6n took the occasion to offer some sound advice to his 
son-in-law, counseling him always to retain the friendship of the clergy 
and townsmen so that he would be able to overcome any challenge by the 
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nobility. Soon after Alfonso X departed for Fitero but fell ill as a result of 
being kicked by a horse at Burgos. Jaime I comforted him for several days 
and eventually the Castilian king returned to his own kingdom. 56 

Kinkade suggested that the blow that Alfonso X received at Burgos 
was the beginning of a steadily worsening illness that affeaed his appear
ance, his physical well-being, and his capacity to rule. Although Jaime I 
did not specify what part of Alfonso X's body was struck, Kinkade thinks 
that he was kicked in the face. This resulted not only in facial contusions 
but perhaps also in a fracture that led in turn to "chronic sinusitis, caused 
by an obstruction of the maxillary sinus ostium into the nasal cavity, or 
perhaps even by ostcomyelitis of the maxilllary bone. An injury of this 
kind is consistent with the subsequent development of a squamous cell 
carcinoma of the maxillary antrum as described by Maricel Presilla." 57 ff 
that is true, it helps to explain the increasing tension between the king, the 
members of his family, the nobility, and his other subjects in his later years. 

Meanwhile, Nuno Gonzalez de Lara and Lope Dfaz de Haro pro
tested their friendship toward one another and prepared to defend their 
interests against the king. As a measure of his esteem for Lope, Alfonso X 
had him knighted by Fernando de la Cerda, the heir to the throne, prob
ably during the cortcs of Burgos in 1269. Soon after, however, Lope 
aligned himself with Nuno, alleging that the king retained Orduna and 
Valmascda, places belonging to the Haro family. Supported by Nuno, but 
against the king's will, Lope celebrated his marriage at San Andres de 
Arroyo with the king's first cousin Juana, the daughter of Infante Alfonso 
de Molina. Although the king was aware of this, he did not foresee that it 
would lead to future trouble. 58 

The Assembly of Lenna 

The disgruntled nobles did not make any overt move against the king until 
he departed for Murcia, early in 1271, where he focused his attention on 
repopulation. Sometime after that the nobles, grumbling among them
selves, assembled at Lenna, about twenty-four miles directly south of Bur
gos. Those present probably included Infante Felipe, Nuno and his sons, 
Juan Nunez and Nuno Gonzalez, Lope Diaz de Haro and his brother 
Diego L6pez, Esteban de Castro, Fernan Ruiz de Castro, Sim6n Ruiz de 
los Camcros, Alvar Dfaz de Asturias, Fernan Gonzalez de Saldafia, Fernan 
Ruiz, son of Rodrigo Alvarez, Gil G6mcz de Roa, Lope de Mendoza, 
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Juan Garcia, and others, who are mentioned in the chronicle as hostile to 
the king, and who all seem to have been interrelated. They apparently 
made an agreement (which they denied, when the king questioned them 
about it) to stand together in opposition to him. Although they had al
ready been in contact with the king of Granada, they decided that Infante 
Felipe should seek the support of Henry I, the new king of Navarre 
(1270-1274). His alliance seemed preferable because his realm was adjacent 
to Castile and at this point they still had scruples about their responsibility 
for any damage that the Moors might inflict on the Christians. While the 
nobles were so engaged, they also agreed to assure the king of their good 
intentions. 59 

In the meantime, Alfonso X was receiving reports from various quar
ters that many magnates and knights gathered at Lenna were accusing him 
of imposing illegal taxes and violating the traditional laws. Some of their 
grievances were essentially personal. Esteban Fernandez de Castro, adeuin
ttulo mayor de Galicui, and lord of Lemos and Sarria, complained to the 
king that he wished to marry Aldonza Rodriguez, the daughter of Rod
rigo Alfonso, a bastard of Alfonso IX, but her relatives would not allow it. 
As her guardian, Alfonso X advised Esteban to appeal to the ecclesiastical 
authorities. Dissatisfied with this response, Esteban announced his in
tention to withdraw to Galicia, but the king, afraid that he might stir up 
rebellion there, ordered him to remain in Toledo. When Esteban later 
participated in the rebellion of 1272 he alleged that the king had thwarted 
his desire to marry.60 

When the king queried Infante Felipe about his involvement in the 
assembly of Lerma, he explained that he had gone there seeking new 
friends as all his old ones had died. He also complained that his wife's 
brother, Fernan Ruiz de Castro, wished to take her away from him and to 
deprive her of her expected inheritance of Santa Olalla, Paredes de Nava, 
and other places from Queen Mencia of Portugal. The Castros were prob
ably irritated because Mencia had designated the king's oldest son, Fer
nando de la Cerda, as her heir. Felipe excused himself from going to 
defend the frontier, as the king wished, because he had not received the 
stipends to which he was entitled.61 

When the king sent his repostero mayor, Enrique Perez de Harana, to 
speak to Lope Diaz de Haro and Nuno Gonzalez, he found them meeting 
with Sim6n Ruiz de los Cameros and Fernan Ruiz de Castro at Palen
zuela. Lope was angry because the king retained Orduna, Valmascda, and 
other places confiscated from his father, Diego L6pcz de Haro. He was 
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also quarreling with Diego L6pcz de Salcedo, llllellmtado m11yor of Aiava 
and Guipuzcoa, over the administration of justice. In the king's name, 
Enrique Perez reminded Nuno that, in view of the many favors he had 
received, he had a greater obligation than anyone to serve the king and 
protect his interests. Nuno admitted that he had complained to Fernando 
de la urda because he had not been paid his stipends, but he denied that 
he and the other magnates were acting in concert against the king. In 
order to throw him off guard, Nuno suggested that they would not object 
if he wished to impose an additional servicio in Castile and Extrcmadura, 
provided that they were paid their stipends from the money collected. The 
chronicle implies that they made this proposal so they would have suffi
cient funds to carry on their intrigues and to stir up the towns against the 
king. The nobles probably agreed to the collection in 1272 of two of the 
six servicios promised three years earlier, rather than an entirely new tax. 
They informed the king that they and "all the men of Castile and Lc6n" 
granted the tax and, after consulting his advisors, he ordered its collection 
and the disbursement of sums owing to the magnates. Bishop Pedro Lo
renzo of Cuenca was sent to inform them that although their service on 
the frontier was not immediately required, the king would need some of 
them to accompany him on his journey to the empire. These events 
marked the beginning of a grave crisis that dogged the king for the rest of 
his reign. 62 

Alfonso X's relations with the nobility seem to have been difficult 
from the beginning. His brother Enrique, deprived of a potential lordship 
in lower Andalusia, proved to be an early troublemaker, but, checked on 
all sides, he soon departed for more attractive arenas, followed by his 
brother Fadrique. The third brother, Felipe, abusing his familial relation
ship to the monarch, later provided crucial leadership for the discontented 
nobles and even engaged in treasonous conduct. 

One must ask what the nobles wanted. Intensely self-conscious and 
insistent on their rights as the king's principal counsellors, they sought 
personal power through the acquisition of lordships and the occupancy of 
major offices in the central and territorial administration. While they were 
slow to develop their newly acquired holdings in Andalusia, they actively 
pursued their own aggrandizement in their traditional domains in north
ern Castile and Lc6n. Fueled by rivalries of several generations, they were 
jealous of anyone who seemed to enjoy the king's special favor and com
plained against what they perceived as royal slights. 

More serious issues of a constitutional nature also came to the fore. 
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Though the nobles acquiesced at first, they soon objected to the new royal 
policy of taxing their dependents, and were hostile to the suggestion that 
their military services might be required in Italy in support of the king's 
imperial ambitions. They also feared that the old customs would be re
placed by new-fangled laws and that the principle of trial by peers would 
be cast aside. These issues provoked a confrontation between the king and 
the nobility, who repudiated their allegiance to him and for nearly two 
years served the king of Granada, the traditional enemy of Christian Spain. 
That story can best be discussed in a later chapter. 
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6. The Municipalities 

By the middle of the thirteenth century the municipalities of Castile-Lc6n 
had reached maturity and had a marked importance in public affairs. Many 
of the small agricultural and pastoral settlements of the Ducro valley grew 
in population and were transformed into urban centers. The reconquest 
incorporated into the kingdom the great metropolises of Islamic Spain 
that already enjoyed a flourishing mercantile and industrial activity. As the 
towns increased in number, extent, and wealth, Alfonso X faced the task 
of harnessing their energies and resources and directing them to the ser
vice of the crown. 

Repopulation 

Royal policy tried to provide for the defense of the newer acquisitions and 
to sustain their economic level while also fostering the growth of older 
towns. As Alfonso X's efforts to develop Andalusia and Murcia through 
repopulation arc dealt with in Chapter 11, attention will now be directed 
to his settlement activities elsewhere. 

As the extensive wnc from the Tagus valley to the upper reaches of 
the Guadalquivir was largely in the hands of the Military Orders, the king 
founded a new town in the midst of the dominions of the Order of Cala
trava in 1255. Intended as sign of royal authority, the town was appropri
ately named Villarreal (modem Ciudad Rcal)-thc royal town. 1 Off to the 
west, in order to defend the frontier with Porrugal, he settled the "very 
ancient kingdom" of Badajoz, an event commemorated in prologue A of 
the Cantigar de S11nt11 M11rill. 2 

In Galicia and Asturias where ecclesiastical and secular lordships 
tended to predominate, the king made the royal presence felt by establish
ing new settlements on royal lands. In doing so, he extended royal law 
into new areas, thereby challenging older, customary law. With the expec
tation of fostering maritime trade, he founded Puentcdeume on the Adan-

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



82 Chapter 6 

tic coast, granting it the fuero of Benavente and authorizing a market. 3 He 
encouraged settlement in several Asrurian towns by fixing boundaries, au
thorizing markets, and specifying annual tributes payable to the crown. 
These attempts at colonization drew the fire of the nobility in the cortes 
of Burgos in 1272, because they saw their interests undermined as the peas
antry were attracted to the royal domain. 4 

The king's colonizing activities in the northeastern provinces of 
Aiava, GuipUZCoa, Vizcaya, and La Rioja were prompted by his concern 
to strengthen his frontier against Navarre. For that reason he granted the 
fuero of Vitoria to Tolosa in Guipuzcoa and to Briones in La Rioja. To 
undercut the Haro lordship in Vizcaya, he granted the same fuero to Mon
drag6n, Vergara, Orduna, and La Puebla de Arceniega. 5 In Aiava he gave 
new fum,s to Trevino, Salvatierra, Santa Cruz de Campezo, Corres, Con
trasta, and San Vicente de Arana. 6 He also hoped to encourage economic 
growth in the northeast by developing trade routes emanating from Vi
toria to the towns on the Bay of Biscay. This reflected the thirteenth
cenrury reorientation of direction away from the east-west pilgrimage 
route to Santiago to a north-south route linking the Cantabrian coast with 
Andalusia. 

The Municipal District 

The most important municipalities were centered about a fortified urban 
nucleus and included a dependent but quite extensive countryside, often 
dotted with villages. The king not only delineated the boundaries of mu
nicipal districts, but also resolved many disputes over boundaries, often 
entailing the use of pasture lands. 7 After listening to representatives of 
Tordcsillas and Medina dcl Campo, he personally set the boundary mark
ers between them. 8 He also adjudicated quarrels between Valladolid and 
Medina de Rioseco, Toledo and Talavera, Caceres and Badajoz, Toledo 
and GSrdoba, Bejar and Plasencia, Madrid and Segovia, Madrid and Man
zanares, and Ubcda and Bacza.9 

By confirming or granting possession of adjacent villages to towns 
such as Valladolid, Oviedo, GSrdoba, Cuenca, and Tordesillas, Alfonso X 
hoped to strengthen the municipalities and to give the villages a sense of 
security and stability. 10 The village of Ard6n, ceded to Le6n in 1257, long 
maintained an unsuccessful effort to achieve independence of the city. 11 

From time to time the king also favored the towns by granting them prop
erties of various types such as mills, vineyards, and even castles. 12 
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Directly dependent on the king, the municipalities enjoyed adminis
trative autonomy and sought at all costs to avoid falling under the domi
nation of a noble or ecclesiastical lord. Guadalajara, for example, was held 
in lordship by Infante Fadrique, but after his execution early in 1277, the 
king pledged not to alienate the town to anyone. 13 On the other hand, 
Infante Sancho, hoping to secure the support of the Order of Calatrava, 
in 1280 promised to smrender Villarreal to the knights once he became 
king-a promise which he did not keep. 14 

Because royal revenues would be depleted if municipal lands were 
acquired by nobles or ecclesiastics who were exempt from taxes, Al
fonso X consistently prohibited alienations of this sort. In 1254, for ex
ample, he enjoined bishops and religious orders from securing taxable 
municipal lands in Badajoz. Later, after confirming the division of land 
between Badajoz and the Order of Alcantara, he forbade alienation of any 
municipal lands to the knights. He also restrained Madrid, Cuenca, Bclver 
and Le6n from ceding lands to religious orders, Jews and Moors. 15 

Since the walls symbolized the corporate character of the urban com
munity and provided protection against external assault, maintenance of 
the walls was a matter of unnost importance, especially in frontier regions. 
The king gave funds to Seville and C6rdoba for the upkeep of their walls, 
and authorized Madrid to use income from the municipal baths for that 
purpose. He also encouraged Oviedo to repair its walls, and urged Burgos 
to continue fortifying the city. 16 

The Municipal Fueros 

Charters or fueros granted by the king embodied the fundamental rights, 
privileges, and obligations of the municipalities. From time to time Al
fonso X confirmed fueros or privileges given by his predecessors or ordi
nances adopted by the towns. 17 He also renewed the privileges of Palencia, 
Oviedo, Valladolid, Siguenza, Requena, and other towns. 18 Occasionally 
he charged a substantial sum for confirming municipal privileges. 19 While 
issuing short fueros to small towns, he often gave the more extensive fueros 
of Logrono, Vitoria, and Soria to others in the vicinity, with the aim of 
achieving regional juridical uniformity. 20 

The difficulties arising from the multiplicity of municipal laws are 
illustrated by the situation in Talavera and other towns belonging to the 
kingdom of Toledo. The usage of the Fuero Juzgo or Visigothic Oxie and 
the fuero de los castellanos reflected the differences between the descendants 
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of the Mozarabic population and the Castilians who settled there after the 
fall of the city in 1085. The ensuing confusion in Talavera prompted Al
fonso X in 1254 to require that justice be done in accordance with the 
"fucro dcl libro de Toledo," apparently a reference to the Codc. 21 When 
the resettlement of Andalusia and Murcia was begun Fernando III granted 
the Fuero of Cuenca to towns in the kingdom of Jacn ''(Baeza, Andujar, 
Ubcda), but Seville, C6rdoba, Murcia, and Cartagena received the Fuero 
of Toledo based on the Visigothic Code and subsequent amplifications. In 
tum, the Fuero of Seville was given to Carmona, Jerez, Cadiz, and other 
Andalusian towns. In this way a degree of uniformity in municipal law 
was achieved in the southernmost parts of the rcalm. 22 

With the intention of overcoming the existing diversity by creating a 
common municipal law for Castile and Extrcmadura, Alfonso X promul
gated the Libro tlel Fuero or Fuero del Libro, now known as the Fuero relll. 
Appeals could be carried from the judgments of the Fuero relll to the royal 
court, where final sentence would be rendered according to the Espiculo. 

While the original text of the Fuero relll was probably promulgated 
in the cortes of Toledo in 1254, the task of making additional copies for 
each of the Castilian and Extrcmaduran towns evidently extended over 
several months. About forty copies arc still known to exist, variously dated 
the day on which the completed text was given to a specific town. The 
statement in the Fuero Piejo that the king gave the Fuero real. to all the Cas
tilian towns in 1255, the year when Edward of England married the king's 
sister Leonor, likely refers to the publication of individual copies in that 
year. The earliest mention of the Fuero real. occurred in March 1255 when 
the king granted Aguilar de Camp6o "the fuero del muJ libro that was in 
Ccrvatos." In the next month, when amending the fueros of Sahagun, he 
declared that any matters not recorded in his charter should be judged in 
accordance with "the other fuero that we give them in a written book 
scaled with our leaden scal."23 The Ordinance of Zamora enacted in 1274 

asserted that the Fuero reRl was given to Burgos on 25 August 1255. The 
extant copy published by the Real Academia de la Historia was given to 
Valladolid on 30 August. Copies given to Santo Domingo de la Calzada, 
Carri6n, and Arevalo were dated 24 June and 18 July. The difficulty of 
multiplying copies is reflected in a royal charter of 1257, commanding that 
certain things should be observed in Sepulveda, "until we give them the 
fuero." Two days later, responding to a request for a writtcnfuero, the king 
gave the Fum, real to the Castilian settlers in Talavera.24 

In July 1256 Alfonso X recalled his general concession of the Fuero 
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relll to the Castilian towns because they lacked a written code of laws, but 
his principal purpose then was to confer tax exemptions on urban knights 
in return for military service. 25 In later years he granted this privilege re
ferring to the F um, retu and the attendant tax exemptions to Agreda, Es
calona, Bejar, Madrid, Tordesillas, Plasencia, Guadalajara, Almoguera, and 
Requena. In order to further Christian settlement in Niebla, his first con
quest in Andalusia, he gave the Fum, relll to that town in 1263.26 The 
Ordinance of Extrcmadura enacted in April 1264 makes manifest that he 
had conceded the Fuero relll at an earlier date to all the Extrcmaduran 
towns. 27 

Soon after reception of the new law, the towns began to ask for clari
fication of difficult or obscure points. When the IUCIUlles of Valladolid ex
pressed bewilderment in 1258, the king sent them long excerpts from the 
Espkulo (4,2,7-9, 12-18). He similarly excerpted the Espkulo (4,11,1, s-12, 

14) to settle a dispute between the archbishop and the municipality of 
Compostcla in 1261. 28 When Miranda de Ebro asked to be allowed to use 
the fuero of Logrono as before, the king agreed, noting that he had given 
the Libro tlel fuero nue,,o to the town, as well as to La Ribera, Vizcaya, 
Aiava and other adjacent regions. In 1271 he pcnnittcd Vitoria to revert to 
the old fuero. 29 His responses to Burgos's pleas for explanations of difficult 
passages in the Fum, retu were gathered in a collection known as the Leyes 
nuePIIS.30 

When the nobles in the cortes of Burgos in 1272 protested that they 
should not be judged by municipal fueros, Alfonso X consented. Encour
aged by the nobles, the towns also grumbled, compelling the king to con
firm their traditional fueros. 31 Early in the new year he restored to Baeza 
the Fum, of Cuenca used there "until we gave them this other fuero," that 
is, the Fuero rt/U.32 In ensuing years he confirmed the fueros and privileges 
of many other towns. 33 Nevertheless, despite the apparent setback in the 
cortes of Burgos in 1272, the Fum, retu, usually known as the Fum, de UIS 
leyes, continued in use in conjunction with the older fueros.34 

The Municipal Council 

The principal organ of municipal government was the concejo or council 
of neighbors, that is, the adult male property owners living in the munici
pal district who were admitted to citizenship. Women, nobles, clergy, for
eigners, and non-Christians ordinarily were excluded from the council. 
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The municipal council of Lc6n, for example, asked the king to prohibit 
dependents of religious orders to hold office there or to be privy to the 
council's deliberations. 35 

The council assembled at the summons of the town crier on Sunday 
following mass to discuss a variety of topics. Typical examples of conciliar 
activities included the purchase, exchange, or donation of property, gifts 
for anniversary masses for the royal family, the lease of tributes, and Bur
gos's negotiations concerning the payment of taxes owed the crown. 36 Of
ten the king was asked to ratify actions taken by the town council. 37 

The chief officer with overall responsibility for municipal government 
was the juez, elected annually by the council. Other officials included al
audes or magistrates; notaries and scribes; controllers of municipal fi
nances; collectors of fines, taxes, and tolls; the inspector of the market; 
messengers, police officers, and others who guarded pastures, vineyards, 
and woods. 38 

Alfonso X was especially concerned to exercise direct control over 
municipal administration by means of the Rica/des who presided over the 
courts and the scribes who drew up public documents. The akaldes (two 
to six) were usually chosen every year by the parishes into which the mu
nicipality was divided, but the Fuero real (1,7,2) stipulated that the king 
should appoint them. The names of several royal judges serving in the 
towns are known, and a royal letter appointing Ferrand Matheo as alcalde 
of Seville appears in the PRrtidRs (3,18,7); but it is problematical whether 
the king exercised his right of appointment in every instance. When he 
gave the Fuero real, to Aguilar in 12ss he declared that he would appoint 
two alcaldes; but in 1261 he authorized Oviedo to choose two jueces and 
two alcaldes annually while the bishop would name a judge and an akaJde. 
Three years later the king allowed Escalona to nominate two Rica/des and 
a police official. 39 When he decided, "as he has done in the other cities of 
his realm," to replace four judges in Le6n with one, both the bishop and 
the town council protested. As a result the king restored the juez del fuero, 
ordinarily a cleric who adjudicated cases according to the Visigothic 
Code.40 Royal appointment of municipal judges was just beginning in Al
fonso X's time, but it eventually would become more frequent and would 
result in a fundamental transformation of urban administration.• 1 

Given the grave responsibility of scribes who recorded sales, leases, 
contracts, and other documents that might become the basis for litigation, 
their duties and fees were spelled out in the Espiculo (4,12,3,8-m) and the 
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the bishop and chapter from interfering with municipal judges exercising 
jurisdiction in certain villages. Several times he forbade villages in the dis
trict of Lc6n to appoint their own judges and required them to seek justice 
from the municipal alcaldes.46 

Both individuals and corporations such as the town council could be 
represented in court by a pmonero bearing a letter of procuration convey
ing full power to act on behalf of his principal ( Fuero relll, 1,2,6; 1,10,1-19). 

While the pmonero stood in the principal's place, an advocate or lawyer 
(m:ero) argued the case in his name (Fuero relll, 1,9,1-s). 47 

The Fuero relll regulated the entire judicial process beginning with 
the summons, the presentation of arguments, and a possible admission of 
the plaintiff's allegations. The testimony of wimcsscs, the presentation of 
documentation, or the taking of oaths was permitted to prove one's case 
(Fum, relll, 2,3-12). The formulae for oaths to be taken respectively by 
Christians, Moors, and Jews were set down in the Especulo (s,11,1s-17) and 
copies of these texts were sent to the towns. 48 

Another characteristic means of resolving matters in dispute was the 
inquisition or inquest (pes'l"isR}, an administrative or judicial inquiry 
among knowledgeable persons sworn to give testimony concerning prop
erty, boundaries, tributes, and the like. No one other than the king was 
entitled to sec a general inquest concerning the state of a town, but if an 
inquest concerned individuals or groups, they had the right to see it in 
order to defend themselves ( F um, real, 4,20,12). A defendant accused of 
murdering a cleric complained that the aka/des of Burgos would not allow 
him to sec a relevant inquest. Another defendant objected that because the 
robbery of which he was accused occurred in broad daylight, an inquest 
was an invalid procedure. 49 Even when carried out for administrative pur
poses, an inquest could be the prelude to judicial action and so was highly 
unpopular. When the king initiated an inquest concerning landholding in 
Ledesma, the town, fearing the loss of its tax exemptions, protested and 
he agreed to call it off. 50 A scaled inquest concerning exports drew loud 
complaints from the clergy of Burgos in 1278.51 

Once all appropriate procedures had been completed, the court pro
nounced judgment, but either party could appeal to the king (Fuero real, 
2,13-15). The entire judicial process illustrating the role of lllaudes, scribes, 
pmoneros, the inquest, and the final judgment is revealed in a suit between 
Frias and the abbey of San Salvador de Ona. 52 

Book III of the Fum, real regulated the civil law concerning marriage, 
inheritances, contracts, and other property matters, while Book IV dealt 
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Fum, real (1,8,1-7). The king reserved their appoinanent to himself in the 
principal cities and towns, although in 1264 he agreed to appoint only the 
chief scribe in Madrid, allowing the council to choose others. 42 As scribal 
acts were authenticated by the imposition of the municipal seal, the sym
bol of the town's corporate identity, it was imperative that it be in the 
custody of trustworthy men. For that reason, the Rkaldes and twelve good 
men from the parishes were expected to elect two good men who would 
have the seal in their care and jointly affix it to municipal documents. 43 

Municipal Justice 

Alfonso X tried to bring the administration of justice in the towns more 
closely under royal control by naming his own judges, by defining their 
duties more carefully, and by requiring them to render judgment in accor
dance with the Fum, real. The broad lines of his policy were set down in 
the cortes of Seville in 1252 ( art. 17, 3S) when he reminded the IUCllldes of 
their obligation to do justice impartially, accepting money from no one. 
The Fuero real (1,7) required them to swear before the municipal council 
that they would guard the rights of both the king and the people and that 
they would judge according to the royal code. If they could not do so, 
they should refer the case to the king, who would send them the appro
priate law to include in the code. The king and his son Sancho had to 
remind the IUCllldes of Burgos to hear cases in a public place accessible to 
everyone. 44 

The municipal alcaldes often had to call on the king to defend their 
jurisdiction against competing claims. When the IUCllldes and the merino of 
Valladolid quarreled about their respective duties, the king issued an or
dinance based on the Especulo concerning the administration of justice. 
The merino m11yor of Castile and the merino of Villadiego similarly had to 
be admonished not to exercise jurisdiction in villages pertaining to Bur
gos. When members of the royal household tried to have their disputes 
with citizens of Burgos settled in the royal court, Alfonso X declared that 
original jurisdiction belonged to the municipal judges. On the other hand, 
he prohibited the llkaldes from adjudicating certain unspecified matters, 
because they were reserved to his court. 45 Rejecting ecclesiastical juris
diction over wills, he commanded the llkaldes of Badajoz to hear testamen
tary cases and to ignore threats of excommunication. He also prohibited 
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with heresy, Jews and Moors, and assorted crimes. Other texts refer to 

criminal activities such as killing a judge, carrying large knives through the 
streets, or using insulting language. 53 

Municipalities and the Church 

Some older towns were held in lordship by their bishops ( Santiago de 
Compostela, Lugo, Orensc, and Tuy in Galicia and Palencia and Sigiienza 
in Castile) or by monasteries (Ona, Sahagun, Santo Domingo de Silos), 
who were quite loath to yield autonomy to them or to accept royal inter
vention. The royal swnmons to Orcnsc to render homage to the heir to 

the throne in 1256 and again in 1278, for example, evoked a protest from 
the bishop, who considered this interference in his lordship. s.. Most im
portant towns that were also bishoprics, however, were under direct royal 
control. In the circumstances, conflict between municipal and episcopal 
authorities was inevitable. 

Bishop Martin Fernandez and the town council of Lc6n seem to have 
maintained a continuing quarrel. An inquest of 1266, for example, revealed 
that the municipal llktudes violated sanctuary by trying to seize a cleric 
who had fled to a church; the bishop then appealed to the king. When the 
council objected to the bishop's right to appoint a judge, the king ordered 
an inquiry to determine whether this was customary. Some years later he 
had to admonish the council not to interfere with the bishop's judge. De
spite his warning, the cathedral chapter complained that the council con
tinually violated ecclesiastical privileges. 55 

Also at issue were attempts by municipalities to exercise jurisdiction 
over the clergy, or to refuse to recognize the decisions of church couns. 
When the archbishop of Seville complained, Alfonso X cautioned the city 
council, saying, "You well know that the judgments of the church would 
be observed in few places if I, or those in my place, did not require them 
to be uphcld." 56 In response to similar protests from Bishop Suero of 
. Zamora, the royal notary, he ordered the municipal council not to violate 
the usages of episcopal vassals. The bishop also protested that the council, 
rather than accept the judgment of his couns, demanded the right to retry 
condemned criminals who took refuge in the town. Once again the king 
upheld the bishop. Some years later the bishop complained that the coun
cil killed judges in one of his villages and forbade him to appoint judges 
there. After an inquest Infante Sancho affirmed the bishop's rights. When 
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the town council of Toro complained that vassals on lands of the bishop 
of Zamora were exempted from military service and other tributes, an
other royal inquiry resulted in the bishop's favor. A few years later the king 
fined Toro for failing to observe a pact worked out with the bishop. 57 

A continuing struggle also took place between the council and the 
archbishopric of Compostela. When the council quarreled concerning the 
inquest procedure, the king's court rendered a decision based on the Es
peculo and sent long excerpts from that text to the council. The king also 
admonished the council for attempting to grant citizenship to persons not 
residing there. The effort of the town council of Salamanca to force the 
canons to contribute to municipal tax levies provoked the cathedral chap
ter. The king also had to forbid Avila from trying to tax the bishop's de
pendents. 58 Numerous other examples of conflicts between towns and 
bishops over municipal walls, taxes, tithes, judicial jurisdiction, vineyards, 
and the like could be cited. 59 

Town councils also had to be reminded to respect monastic lands, 
not to tax monasteries, and to permit the sale of monastic wine in the 
town market. 60 These were among the myriad occasions of litigation be
tween towns and monastic communities.61 The king similarly intervened 
between towns and military orders in conflicts over pasturage rights and 
boundaries. 62 

Taxation 

The towns, whose income derived principally from such sources as the 
exploitation of lands, woods, pastures, shecpraising, fines, tolls, and sales 
taxes, in turn were obligated to pay a variety of tributes to the king.63 

These included nuuzadg11 or m11rtinieg11, an annual tribute payable either 
on I March or Martinmas (n November). Although the king attempted to 
increase the amounts due, he often had to compromisc.64 He sometimes 
assigned his share of tribute to an ecclesiastical house that he wished to 
favor.65 

Fonsllller11, a monetary payment in lieu of military service, was an im
portant tribute. Given his constant need for money, the king demanded 
1000 mar11vedis from Oviedo, even though the city was only required to 
pay 200 each year. While confirming Oviedo's traditional obligation in 
1256, he explained that he could excuse no one because of the war. Despite 
that promise his men attempted to take fimsllllera in 1264 contrary to the 
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city's privileges. The men of Burgos serving in the royal host in 1266 had 
to pay fonsll/U'rll, but when they protested he reimbursed them. 66 From 
time to time tax collectors also tried to levy fonsllller11 in bishoprics and 
monasteries in violation of their privileges. The king and Infante Sancho 
often had to intervene in a quarrel over fonsll/U'rll and other tributes be
tween Lc6n and the dependent village of Ard6n. 67 

Alfonso X occasionally granted limited exemptions from portRZgo, a 
toll levied on goods entering towns, as for example in 1254, when he ex
empted Logrono from payment except in Toledo, Seville, and Murcia. On 
the other hand, in order to encourage settlement, he gave Seville a general 
exemption anywhere in the realm. 68 

As royal expenses increased, so also did the need for extraordinary 
taxes. The king, therefore, demanded forced loans ( emprestitos) from the 
towns in the first three years of his reign. In 1255, however, in response to 
protests, he declared that he would no longer do so, though he empha
sized that none of his predecessors had yielded this right. 69 

Moneda form, was a tax paid every seven years on condition that the 
king not alter the coinage during that term, but it is difficult to determine 
how often Alfonso X levied it. The cortes of Seville in 1252, the first of the 
reign, may have consented to it, as he exempted the canons ofToledo from 
payment in February 1253. The cortes of Valladolid in 1258 authorized a 
double moneda for "the affair of the empire," one due later that year, the 
other an exceptional levy. The nobles' demand at Toledo in 1273 that mo
neda be collected only every seven years, seems to imply that it had been 
levied on other occasions. In return for Infante Sancho's pledge to main
tain a sound coinage, the assembly of Valladolid in 1282 granted him a 
moneda, even though it was not due. 70 

The term most often used to designate extraordinary tax levies was 
stn'iao, sometimes stated as equivalent to moneda form, and thus a capi
tation tax, but otherwise a tax on movable property. The king's letter to 
Burgos on 27 December 1271 suggests that the towns consented to a serPi
cio, perhaps in a meeting of the cortes there, on condition that he lift 
restrictions on wages and prices and improve the coinage. In return for 
the restoration of their fueros, the towns and monasteries in the cortcs of 
Burgos in 1272 consented to an annual stn'iao (equivalent to a mone"4) for 
as long as he thought necessary. Nevertheless, the towns in the cortes of 
Burgos in 1274, encouraged by his compromise with the nobility, per
suaded him to collect two serviaos in the current year to finance his journey 
to the empire and to relinquish his right to an annual stn'iao thercafter. 71 
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In December 127s he asked the towns of Castile and Extrcmadura for an 
aid (ay,u/,R,) amounting to a montlUI each year for three years to defend the 
frontier. When he proposed to alter the coinage rather than impose a new 
tax, the cortes of Seville in 1281 protested that they were "very poor and 
the tributes great"; but they consented "more out of fear than love," and 
told him to do what he thought best. As already noted, the assembly of 
1282 granted Sancho a monetUI, and later that year the towns gave him an 
ay,u/,R, equal to a montlUI, but this was not to be taken as a matter of 
right or custom. The htrm11ndlul of Lc6n and Galicia meeting at Toro in 
July 1283 and the assembly of Palencia in November each granted him a 

•• 72 sen,u;w. 

Military Service 

Municipal military obligations were spelled out in the fom,s, but as the 
reconquest neared completion, many towns were not readily inclined to 
respond to the royal swnmons. The frontier now seemed far removed and 
the possibility of getting rich by a quick foray into Muslim territory less
ened. C:Oncemed to provide effective defense in Andalusia and to execute 
his planned invasion of Morocco, Alfonso X was determined to remind 
the towns of their duty. The cortes of Seville in 12s2 ( art. 44) required 
every man who had a horse and arms to be prepared for war as his fuero 
demanded, but in time the king elaborated this point. 73 

In a charter first issued to Burgos in 12ss Alfonso X, after acknowledg
ing the city's past services, tried to make military service more attractive 
by exempting from all tributes residents who maintained horses and arms 
(mail body jacket, arm and leg braces, shield, lance, and iron cap) suitable 
for battle. In the next year, recalling that he had already granted the Fuero 
real to Burgos, he confirmed this exemption of the knights and their wives 
and children, "who resided in the best inhabited houses" from a week 
before Christmas to the week after Quinquagesima Sunday just before the 
beginning of Lent. The knights had to own appropriate arms and horses 
worth more than thirty ,,u11'tl'Pttlis. Provided that their estimated wealth 
was not more than 100 """""1edis, their dependents would also be exempt. 
A knight's widow would enjoy these exemptions, unless she married a 
taxpayer, as would a knight's son, if, after reaching sixteen years, he main
tained the status of a knight. Charters given to Cuenca and Segovia later 
in the swnmcr required the municipal militia to muster twice yearly on 
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1 March and 29 September in the presence of royal officials who would 
determine whether the knights had the required horses and arms. 74 In later 
years this privilege was accorded to other Castilian and Extrcmaduran 
towns. 75 

In April 1264 the towns of Extrcmadura, gathered in Seville, appealed 
to Queen Violante to intercede with her husband concerning the burden 
of taxes. In describing his response, the royal chronicle mistakenly sum
marized the privileges granted in 12ss-12s6. 76 In fact, the king enacted the 
Ordinance of Extrcmadura clarifying various provisions in those privileges 
and some of the articles in the Fuero mil. As his principal interest was 
to build up his military strength~ he extended tributary exemptions to 
the brothers, sons, and nephews of knights until they reached the age of 
maturity. Those whom the king personally knighted were a§urcd a sub
stantial gift of money and other privileges (art. 4-s, 7-9, 12-15). 77 

Over the next several years the king confirmed the tributary ex
emptions of 1255-1256 and the Ordinance of Extrcmadura. 78 In order to 
encourage settlement in Arcos de la Frontera, he granted knights residing 
there the franchises enjoyed by the knights of Seville, and exempted the 
inhabitants from any military obligation, except in the zone reaching from 
the Guadalquivir to the Mediterranean. By way of exception, in 1273 he 
exempted the knights of Seville from "'°'""", servitio, and the servitio de 
los glmllllos.19 The invasion of the Bcnimerincs in 1275 prompted him to 
confirm the exemption ( except mone"'1, form,) of urban knights and their 
dependents, in order to raise the military forces needed to repel the intrud
ers. 80 Two years later he exempted urban knights from the servitio then 
being levied in the kingdom of Lc6n. 81 

As one might suspect, urban knights, while benefiting from these ex
emptions, resorted to subterfuge in fulfilling their military duty or simply 
avoided it. Some knights who received stipends ( evidently from fonslllimi 
paid to the king) were not equipped as they should be. Others took the 
king's money but failed to appear. Still others came to the annual muster 
equipped in accordance with the fam, 1M}o, "which is less than the equip
ment demanded by [ the king's] privileges" of 1256 and 1264. Some knights 
also claimed exemptions for dependents not entitled to them, while others 
appeared at the muster with horses and arms not their own. When the 
king penned his scathing poetic denunciations of warriors who neglected 
to come to battle properly equipped he likely had these urban knights 
. . d ll mnun. 

By granting privileges to the Castilian and Extrcmaduran towns, Al-
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fonso X hoped to assure himself of an urban cavalry always ready for war, 
but his action served to emphasize the social and economic distinction 
between the cablllleros villanos or mounted warriors and the peones or foot
soldiers, and to further the ascendancy of the former in municipal affairs. 
In the cortes of Seville in 1250 Fernando III stipulated that when the urban 
militia went to war the juez who bore its standard should be a knight, 
rather than an artisan or person of common origin. 83 

Honored by royal privileges and exemptions from tributes, the caba
lleros villlinos constituted an urban patriciate of wealthy and distinguished 
families, such as the Saradn and Bonifaz of Burgos. Excluding both the 
lower orders and the rural population from any real participation in public 
affairs, they controlled municipal administration and usually represented 
their towns in the cortes. Ironically, though exempt from taxes themselves, 
they gave consent to taxes payable by others less privileged. The cablllleros 
villanos were duly grateful and in the long run became allies of the crown 
against a turbulent nobility. 84 

The intense and sometimes violent rivalry among the aristocratic 
families constituting the municipal oligarchy eventually encouraged the 
crown to intervene by sending officials (jueces de sllUlrio) to remedy abuses 
and to resolve factional disputes. 

The Towns in the Cortes 

By regularly summoning the towns to the cortes, Alfonso X gave them the 
opportunity to participate directly in the highest councils of the realm. 
The obvious importance of the municipalities as centers of administration 
and as sources of military forces and revenues prompted his action. The 
texts of this period, without giving an exact number, typically state that 
the king summoned "all the towns." Each town likely sent only two rep
resentatives, as the king in the cortes of Valladolid in 1258 (art. 8) and 
Seville in 1261 (art. 13) limited to two the number of representatives sent 
to his court in litigation. As an exception, four knights from the chief 
cities, together with six good men from dependent villages and smaller 
towns, were summoned as procurators with full powers to "grant all that 
should be decided" in the cortes of Seville in 1281. Occasionally, as at Jerez 
in 1268, the king consulted merchants and other good men of lesser rank. 
The towns were required to compensate their representatives by paying 
them half a m1m111edi each day for the journey as far as Toledo, and one 
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,narm,edi if they continued as far as Seville. Each man was entitled to bring 
three animals, whose value would be previously determined so the owner 
could be compensated if they died en route. After the cortes of Seville in 
1261, the king exempted the citizenry from the obligation to provide lodg
ing for anyone against their will. 85 

The Castilian towns influenced the public life of the kingdom not 
only by their participation in the cortes, but also through hermandlldes 
organized to defend their mutual interests. Examples of regional brother
hoods or associations can be found as early as the beginning of the thir
teenth century, but before its close their impact was felt throughout the 
realm as all the towns were grouped in two or three provincial herman
tiades. In 1282, for example, the towns of Castile, Le6n, Galicia, Extrema
dura, and Andalusia, charging Alfonso X with abuse of power, joined the 
prelates and nobles in support of Infante Sancho. 86 The number of towns 
participating in the hermandtu/, of 1282 is not stated, but in 1295, 130 towns 
sent 248 representatives to the hermandtu/, meeting during the cortes held 
at Valladolid. 87 Emphasizing mutual support, the hennandAdes ordinarily 
provided for an annual assembly attended by two representatives from 
each town; they also employed a common seal and a common treasury. 
Organized in time of crisis, they usually dissolved once the crisis had 
passed. Despite that, they were an effective means of defending munici
pal rights and privileges against infringements either by the king or the 
magnates. 88 

In later chapters the confrontation between the crown and the mu
nicipalities over law and taxation, argued mainly in the cortes, will be dis
cussed more fully.· 
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7. Religious Minorities 

When Alfonso X came to power, a policy of toleration and protection 
of religious minorities was already grounded in the tradition of centu
ries. Religious minorities were privileged groups in the sense that they 
lived in accordance with a body of law different from that of the ruling 
majority. In the centuries of Muslim dominance, Christians and Jews were 
tolerated minorities, protected by the Islamic state, and, within certain 
limits, free to practice their own religions and to be governed by their own 
laws. Once in the ascendancy, Christians followed a similar policy, offi
cially protecting and tolerating Muslims and Jews. The prospect of the 
eventual integration of these religious minorities into the larger commu
nity was remote, because differences among the three religions touched 
on every aspect of life, and because of the essentially Christian nature of 
the state and society. 1 

The Jewish and Moorish Populations 

Both the Jewish and Moorish populations of Christian Spain increased 
substantially as the frontier was pushed to the Tagus river and then into 
Andalusia. The greater part of the Jewish population was located in the 
urban centers of Old Castile, Lc6n, Extrcmadura, and the kingdom of 
Toledo, with lesser concentrations in the newly-conquered frontier regions 
of Andalusia and Murcia. The largest Jewish communities were found in 
Toledo, Burgos, Valladolid, Cuenca, and Avila, but there were also Jewish 
colonies in many small towns. Most lived as artisans and shopkeepers, 
while a few gained wealth and prominence as merchants, moneylenders, 
tax collectors, and physicians to the crown. 1 

The size of the Jewish population in thirteenth-century Castile-Lc6n 
is difficult to determine. On the basis of tax rolls of 1290 (referring only to 
Old Castile, Extremadura, and Toledo, not to Lc6n, Andalusia, or Mur-
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cia), Baer noted that there were only 3600 Jewish taxpaying families in the 
Crown of Castile. If one were to multiply that number by a coefficient of 
five members to a family-a purely arbitrary figure chosen solely for pur
poses of illustration-the total would be about 18,000 persons. The tax 
rolls also show 350 families in Toledo, 200 in Seville, 120-150 in Burgos, 
so-100 in Cuenca, Segovia, Avila, Medina dcl Campo, Valladolid, and 
Cani6n. Jewish communities in thirty-nine towns in Castile and Castilian 
Extrcmadura, grouped according to the bishoprics of Palencia, Burgos, 
Calahorra, Osma, Sigiiema, Segovia, and Avila paid tribute to the crown 
in 1291. 3 If the estimate of the total Castilian population of 3,000,000 

around 1300 is reasonably accurate, then the Jewish component would be 
quite small, though very important. 4 

The number of Moors in Castile-Lc6n also increased after the fall of 
Toledo in 1085. Before then, most Moors had retreated to Muslim lands, 
in obedience to the injunction of Muslim jurisconsults that the faithful 
should withdraw rather than submit to Christian authority. 5 When To
ledo and other towns surrendered, the Muslims were usually given the 
option of remaining or leaving under safcconduct with whatever goods 
they could carry. In Andalusia when the Moors of Cordoba (1236), Jacn 
(1246), and Seville (1248) capitulated, they evacuated the cities so that 
Christian settlers could come in. The Moors were permitted to remain, 
however, in many smaller towns and rural areas. While aristocrats, wealthy 
merchants, and craftsmen emigrated to the kingdom of Granada or to 
Morocco, many other small artisans and agricultural workers remained on 
their ancestral lands. Those who submitted to Christian rule came to be 
known as Mudcjars, a word derived from td-1'UUUljjan, "those allowed to 
remain." 6 Besides those directly under Christian rule, the Muslim kings of 
Granada, Niebla, and Murcia all acknowledged Castilian suzerainty and 
paid an annual tribute as a sign of their vassalage. 

The royal accounts for 1294 record the existence of Moorish commu
nities in the kingdom of Lc6n, the diocese of Palencia, the cities of Lc6n 
and Burgos, the archdiocese of Toledo, the bishoprics of Avila, Segovia, 
Plasencia, and Cuenca, and the Extrcmaduran towns of C:Oria, Madrid, 
Almoguera, Santa Olalla, Cauncis (unidentified) and San Gil.7 The Mus
lim population was most dense in Andalusia and Murcia. In Seville, where 
the Moors were forced to evacuate, Alfonso X gave their abandoned prop
erty to the city and authorized the city council to purchase properties from 
Moors wishing to sell. 8 Moors from other towns later established houses 
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and shops in the center of the city; they also possessed a cemetery out
side the walls. In the old Muslim kingdom of Seville, Moors remained in 
Tejada, Sanlucar, Guillena, Alcala del Rfo, Alcala de Guadaira, Mar
chena, Carmona, Arcos, Lcbrija, Osuna, Cazalla, and Ecija. Anxious to 
strengthen the Christian position near the Granadan frontier, Alfonso X 
in 1254 compelled the Moors of Mor6n to sell their property to Christian 
settlers and to move to Silibar. Many towns in the kingdom of Cordoba 
(Baena, Cahra, Luque, Almod6var, Palma del Rfo, Rute, Aguilar, San
taella, Castro del Rfo, and Zuheros) also had a Mudcjar population. On 
the upper Guadalquivir in the kingdom of Jaco, there were Mudcjar com
munities in Jacn, Alcaudete, Arjona, Porcuna, Jodar, and Zambra. Many 
Moors were also settled in the countryside. 9 

Following the revolt of the Mudcjars in 1264 Alfonso X determined 
that the security of the frontier towns demanded the expulsion of the 
Moors. Although twenty-seven Mudcjar families were recorded in the 
Libra del repartimiento de Jerez after the surrender of the city, they were 
newcomers from other areas of Andalusia. The Mudcjars also emigrated 
from Marchena, Carmona, and other towns surrounding Cordoba and 
Seville. 10 Continuing warfare with Granada and Morocco later in the 
century probably also led to a further decline in numbers. The royal ac
counts of 1294 reveal that the communities in Seville, Cordoba, and 
Constantina were already reduced and vastly inferior to the Jewish com
munities. The migration of Mudcjars from other regions such as the Tagus 
valley probably accounts for their presence in Andalusia in the later thir
teenth century. 11 

Although the Mudcjars of Murcia were not uprooted but remained 
in feudal dependence on the Crown of Castile, many left Lorca, so that 
Alfonso X authorized Christians to purchase Moorish property there. He 
also assured the Moors of Aledo and other towns that he would observe 
the agreements that he had concluded with them after their initial submis
sion in 1243-1244. 12• When the Murcian Moors revolted in 1264, Alfonso 
X ordered them to evacuate the city and move to the suburb of Arrixaca 
within forty days. A wall was erected between the city and the suburb 
to prevent conflict between Christians and Moors. Assigned half the mu
nicipal district, the Mudcjars steadily declined thereafter. Those who re
mained were mostly peasants, cultivating the soil and lacking prestige and 
authority. Thus in Andalusia and Murcia the Mudcjar population suffered 
a steady attrition after the revolt of 1264. 13 
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Juridical and Social Status 

Contemporary legal texts enable us to portray the juridical and social 
status of the religious minorities. Municipal fueros tended to emphasize 
the inferiority of Jews and Mudejars, especially in ligitation with Chris
tians. The ordinances enacted in the cortes are reflected in the Alfonsinc 
law codes. Whereas the Esplculo, incomplete in its extant form, docs not 
discuss the Jews or Moors in any systematic way, both the Fu.err, real 
(4,2,1-7) and the Siete Partidas (7,24,1-11; 7,25,1-10) devote considerable 
attention to thcm. 14 Jews and Moors were dealt with in the same section 
of the Partidas as others whose behavior was regarded as aberrant by the 
dominant Christian society. In speaking of the Jews, the Partiturs tended 
to follow rather closely the contemporary Summa de P11enitentui of the 
Dominican canonist, Ramon de Penyafort (d. 1275).15 There arc few docu
mentary indications of the application of the laws and in actuality they 
may not always have been enforced. More than likely there was always 
some disparity between the strictures of the law and the reality of daily 
life. Although Jews and Moors figure in many of the Cantigas de Santa 
Maria, many of the stories were taken from a common European reper
toire and do not necessarily reflect situations in Castile. 

Whereas Jews appear to have been free, Moors were either freemen, 
slaves, or freedmen. Whatever their status, subject Moors were under the 
king's protection, as Alfonso X pointed out: "the Moors who are in all our 
realms are ours and we have to guard and protect them and to have our 
rights from them in whatever place they may live." Contemporary sources 
do not reveal any Mudejars of distinguished rank, but there are references 
to Moorish shopkeepers, artisans, and sharecroppers in Alicante. In Seville 
the names of a merchant and a saddle maker arc known. Alf, the master 
mason responsible for the construction of the church of Puerto de Santa 
Marfa, was mentioned in the Cantigas de Santa Marla. 16 

Moors who had the misfortune to be captured in battle or after a 
siege were reduced to slavery. Hostilities along the frontier continued to 
supply slaves to both sides. 17 Slaves were chattels to be bought or sold or 
given in pledge. Many lords and religious houses owned slaves who per
formed household services or worked in the fields. Commemorating his 
birthday on the feast of St. Clement, Alfonso X gave the convent of San 
Clemente in Toledo eight Moors for scrvicc.18 The Siete Partulas (3,18,90) 
contains a form letter of emancipation of a Moorish slave, his wife and 
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children. Freedmen often remained in dependence on their former own
ers. If anyone sold or stole a Moor belonging to another, the Fuero real. 
(4,14,1) required a fine of four times the value. As slaves could be ex
changed for Christian captives, the fueros gave much attention to the pro
cess of ransoming captives. 19 

Social Restraints 

Inasmuch as Jews and Moors were regarded as an alien clement in Chris
tian society, steps were taken to curtail their contacts with Christians. This 
was prompted by a concern to avoid prosclytization and the possible con
version of Christians to Judaism or Islam. At the same time Jewish leaders 
were equally concerned to preserve their community from unnecessary 
contact with Christians. Both the Jewish and Christian traditions opposed 
intermarriage with persons of other religions and the ban was incorpo
rated into both Canon and Roman law. 20 

The law attempted to safeguard Christian women from possible se
duction and to restrict social relationships that might otherwise lead to 
intermarriage. The Fuero real. (4,11,2) provided the death penalty for a 
Christian woman who married a Moor or a Jew, and forbade Christian 
and Jewish women from nursing children of a different religion ( 4,2,4). 

The cortes of Seville in 1252 ( art. 41) prohibited Christian women from 
residing with Jews or Moors as servants or nursing their children. Moorish 
and Jewish women were similarly forbidden to nurse Christian childrcn.21 

Sexual contact among Christians, Jews, and Moors was to be avoided 
at all costs. If a Jew lived with a Christian woman he would suffer the 
death penalty, the same penalty as if she committed adultery. The Partidas 
(7,24,9) explained that Christian women were spiritually the wives of Jesus 
Christ because of their faith and baptism. Christian women who had in
tercourse with Jews or Moors were treated with great severity and might 
suffer the penalties of confiscation, scourging, or death. A married woman 
would be turned over to her husband to be burned or repudiated or pun
ished in whatever way he wished. The penalty of stoning was considered 
sufficient to deter Moors from engaging in such liaisons with Christian 
women. By contrast, anyone who raped a Muslim woman escaped with 
his life but had to pay ten percent of the fine due to a Christian victim of 
the same crime (Partidiu, 7,2s,10). The Cantigas de Santll Mllrla told of a 
Christian woman wrongly accused of adultery, who was saved from the 
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Figure 1. A wicked mother-in-law orders a Moor to sleep with her son's wife 
and summons the police who bum the Moor, but Holy Mary saves the good wife. 
CantigRS de Santa Marla, 185. Escorial, Ms T.1.j. 
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flames by the Virgin Mary, while her supposed paramour, a Moorish slave, 
was totally burned. 22 

The ban on cohabitation with Jews included Christian men as well as 
women (PIU'tidas 7,24,8). A Jew might have Christian servants to care for 
his lands and to protect him, provided they did not live in his house where 
they might be more easily susceptible to proselytization. Christians and 
Jews were strictly forbidden to eat or drink together and Christians were 
warned not to drink wine made by Jews, just as Jewish law did not permit 
the use of wine made by Christians. Nor were Christians to use medicines 
prepared by Jews, though a Jewish physician might prescribe medication 
which a Christian could take if it were prepared by a Christian familiar 
with the ingredients. Christians and Jews were also prohibited from bath
ing togcther. 23 

The fear that Jews might penetrate Christian society also led to the 
prohibition against the use of Christian names (Jerez 1268, art. 7). In order 
that Christians might keep their distance from Jews, the Fourth Lateran 
Council in 1215 (canon 68) required Jews to wear distinctive garb. Protest
ing that many Jews preferred to withdraw to Islamic lands rather than 
comply with the ban, Fernando III appealed to Pope Honorius III in 1219 

to suspend the decree. Later evidence shows that it was not observed at all. 24 

None of the ordinances enacted in the cortes obliged the Jews to wear 
a badge, but colors and forms of dress were regulated. Moors living in 
towns were required to wear their hair in a certain fashion. Jews and 
Moors were forbidden to wear yellow and green, or red, white, or gilded 
shoes, or adornments of gold and silver, or to use gilded or silvered 
saddles. Jewish women could not wear ermine or bright colors such as 
scarlet and orange. As these ordinances also specified the colors and types 
of clothing permissible to various ranks in society, including the king him
self, it was not simply a matter of singling out the Jews or Moors. 25 

The Partidas (7,24,11), however, fully endorsed canon 68 of the Fourth 
Lateran Council. Commenting that many wicked things occurred when 
Christians and Jews dressed alike, the law required Jews to wear some 
distinguishing sign on their heads so that Christians could easily recognize 
them. The contemporary miniatures in the Cantigas de Santa Maria depict 
Jews wearing capes and hoods, which was probably their usual dress; there 
is no badge or other sign on their clothing that would identify them as 
Jews. The law of the PIU'tidas, in any case, does not seem to have been 
enforced. 26 
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The Jewish and Moorish ~mmunities 

Although the Jews lived mainly in the cities and towns, they were never 
integrated into the political and juridical life of the community. For cen
turies Roman and Canon Law had forbidden them to hold any public 
office, particularly one giving them authority over Christians. 27 The Par
tu (7,24,3) explained that, because the Jews had failed to recognize Jesus 
as the Messiah and had committed treason by crucifying their Lord, the 
emperors deprived them of their honors and privileges and prohibited 
them from holding public office with the power to oppress Christians. 
Nevertheless, Christian rulers traditionally employed Jews as physicians, 
tax collectors, and moneylenders. The tax farmer Zag de la Maleha was 
perhaps the most notable Jew in the employ of Alfonso X. 28 

The principle that non-Christians should not have authority over 
Christians effectively excluded both Jews and Moors from any role in mu
nicipal government. In 1271, for example, Alfonso X denied non-Christians 
the right to hold office in Lorca. Jews and Moors living in cities and towns 
could not serve as magistrates or members of the municipal council. The 
Jews, often residing in a separate urban district called the juderiti, formed 
their own community or aljama, headed by a viejo mayor, literally, "the 
chief old man." 29 

In like manner, the Mudcjars, organized in their own community or 
Rljllfflll,, were always considered a people apart. Urban dwellers tended to 
live in certain neighborhoods later known as 11UWeriRs. Alfonso X ordered 
a wall erected in Murcia to separate the Moorish quarter, the Arrixaca, 
from the Christians, and restricted Moors settling in Orihuela to the sub
urb beyond the bridge. 30 Where the Moors were allowed to settle, they 
were assured of security of their persons and property (Pa.rtidlu, 7,25,1). 

The Mudcjar aljama had its own officials with whom the king could 
treat of essential matters. Ibn Sabah, akayde de moros, acting on behalf of 
the elders (los vieios) and the entire aljtmUJ of Mor6n in 1254 agreed to 
the transfer of his people to Silibar. Gonzalez Jimenez counted eight alj11-
""" in the old kingdom of Jacn, fifteen in the kingdom of C6rdoba, and 
twenty in the kingdom of Seville before the Mudcjar revolt of 1264. 31 Al
fonso X dealt with the Moorish alj"""' of Alicante and those in the lands 
of his brothers Manuel and Luis in the kingdom of Murcia. In Extre
madura, the aljtmUIS of Badajoz, Moura, Serpa, and Valencia, Homachos, 
Magaccla, Benquerencia, and Aldntara, as well as others in the lands of 
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the military orders, were cited in the chancery registers of Sancho IV 
for 1284-L~S- 32 

It is uncertain what authority the once independent kings of Murcia 
exercised over their fellow Muslims. <Abd Allah, rey tle los moros del Am
xaa,, a vassal of Alfonso X, disposed of property there in 1279. In one of 
the CantigRS tle S1Jnt11 MIU'UI he vetoed a proposal to remove the Christian 
church in the Arrixaca, even though Alfonso X had authorized the Moors 
to do so.33 

The ordinary magistrate in the ,ujtun11 was the llkalde., a word derived 
from Arabic lll-1Jlilli, meaning a judge. Sometimes he was called llkauie 
or llkaytit, both tenns coming from 1U-1Jli>ut, a military commander. The 
similarity of the tenns, even though their meanings were quite distin~ 
easily resulted in confusion in Christian minds. Besides lbn Sabah, the 
llkaytle of the Moors of Moron in 1254, the names of other IUC/Utles are 
known. 34 

Litigation 

Inevitably matters of debt became a cause of litigation between members 
of different religious communities. Although suits between Jews were 
judged by Jewish magistrates in accordance with Jewish law, Alfonso X 
instructed Burgos in 12l>3 that all suits between Christians and Jews should 
be adjudicated by Christian judges. 35 Christians were admonished, how
ever, not to take the law into their own hands by taking unauthorized 
pledges or otherwise injuring Jews. Rather they ought to bring their quar
rels before the king's judges. No one should summon a Jew to court on 
the Sabbath, nor could a Jew be constrained to appear on that day (Fuero 
reRI., 4,2,7; Pllrtidiu, 7,24,s). 36 The right of Jews to be judged by their own 
judges was sharply curtailed a few years· tater when Sancho IV declared 
that the Jews, while retaining their own law, would not be permitted to 
have their own judges, but would be justiciable by royal judges in each 
town. 37 

Moorish llla,ules were responsible for administering justice among 
the Mudejars, but occasionally they seem to have been negligent. Al
fonso X reminded the citizens of Cartagena that pleas between Moors 
resident there should be adjudicated by the llkalde moro, but if he did not 
do so, the communal llkaldes could compel him. In Burgos the Moors did 
not have their own judge, so the municipal llkaldes had jurisdiction. 
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Alfonso X assured the citizens of Alicante and Lorca that only a Christian 
judge had jurisdiction over litigation between Christians and Moors. 38 

Mudcjars were also forbidden to act as advocates except in cases involving 
members of their own community. 39 

In all pleas, civil and criminal, the testimony of two Christians of 
good repute was admissible against Jews or Moors. 40 The Espkulo (4,7,S) 
and the P"'1illlu (3,16,9) forbade Moors, Jews, and heretics to bear wimcss 
against a Christian, unless they could personally testify concerning an af
fair for which there were no Christian wimcsses, or in a case of treason in 
which they personally participated. 

Whenever Christians, Jews, or Moors were involved in litigation with 
one another, they were required to swear in a prescribed manner. In the 
cortes of Seville in 1252 (art. 38), Alfonso X ordered them to do so as in the 
past, but to avoid controversy he specified the exact form of the oaths. A 
Jew, for example, had to take his oath with his hand on the Torah in the 
synagogue in the presence of Christian and Jewish wimcsscs. Recalling 
the favor that Almighty God had bestowed on the great figures of biblical 
history, such as Abraham, Isaac, and David, the Jew had to swear by the 
ten commandments given to Moses on Mount Sinai. Should he swear 
falsely, he called down on himself the plagues that God visited on the 
Egyptians, and all the other maledictions of the law. In like manner, a 
Moor was required to stand at the door of the mosque, with his hands 
raised, facing the south. U>nfcssing that there was no God but God, the 
omniscient creator, he swore by the truths revealed to Muhammad, God's 
prophet and messenger. If he Ii~ he would deserve the punishment of 
eternal separation from God and Muhammad and exclusion from paradise 
(Espkulo, s,11,16-17). 41 & an example of such oath-taking, the former 
Muslim residents of Ecija swore by their IIUJUIU'ui (,,l-/ablll)-the direction 
of Mecca, toward which Muslims were accustomed to turn when they 
prayed or took part in other solemn ceremonies-to tell the truth concern
ing the former boundaries of the municipal district. 41 

The Leyes tlel estilo, compiled in the late thirteenth and early four
teenth century for use in the royal court, stipulated that monetary penal
ties for crimes would be levied in accordance with municipal faeros and 
not the privileges of Jews or Moors. In this respect the weight of the law 
favored the Christians. The fine for killing a Jew or a Moor, for example, 
would not be as great as the fine for killing a Christian. If no sum were 
specified then the penalty would be death or exile as determined by the 
king. If the dead body of a Jew or a Moor were found within the municipal 
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boundaries, the town government would have to pay a homicide fine of a 
thousand nuirtnedls to the crown. 43 

One could appeal from the judgments of municipal courts, but there 
was some dissension concerning this. The 1Uj111n11 of the Jews of Burgos, 
for example, complained that, contrary to their customs, the municipal 
judges allowed a Christian in litigation with a Jew to appeal to the crown. 
While ordering Burgos to assure justice to the Jew, the king upheld the 
right of both Jews and Christians to appeal (7 March 1263).44 

Tributes 

The Jewish aljlUIUI was responsible for collecting the annual tribute owed 
to the crown, in accordance with the principle enunciated in the Fum, of 
Cuenca and in other legal texts: "the Jews belong to the king and they are 
assigned to the treasury." 45 This principle was vividly illustrated when the 
king gave the Jews living in the district of Santa Cecilia of Briviesca to the 
convent of Las Huclgas de Burgos, with the stipulation that they would 
henceforth pay tribute to the nuns. Since the Jews were always considered 
an important source of revenue, they were under the guardianship and 
control of the crown. The royal accounts of the end of the thirteenth cen
tury indicate that the principal tax was a capitation or poll tax, but the 
Jews also paid a multiplicity of other taxes in much the same way as their 
Christian neighbors. 46 

Just as the Jews belonged to the king, so too Alfonso X emphasized 
that "the Moors who arc in all our kingdoms arc ours." The Moors also 
paid a capitation tax ( pecho de los moros, lllfitn,., lllfitran). In 126o Alfonso X 
fixed the tax at one ma.ml'tdi for Moorish sharecroppers, shopkeepers, and 
craftsmen in Alicantc, but at one half for those who made their living from 
the sea. Andalusian documentation indicates that besides the capitation 
tax the Moors paid a tax on land ( •ma,jaJ) and a tenth of the harvest 
( diezmo). They may also have owed regular labor services, as the king re
quired Moorish craftsmen to work on the cathedral of C6rdoba two days 
each ycar.47 On occasion he also levied an extraordinary tax on the Moor
ish and Jewish communities, such as the oncmas or eleventh imposed in 
12s2. When Badajoz complained that the Jews refused to pay it, Alfonso X 
ordered them to do so. He also required Jews and others who acquired 
taxable property in Burgos to pay whatever tributes were owed. 48 

In the cortcs of Seville in 12s2 (art. 41) the king declared that no one 
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was authorized to exempt Moors from taxation, but from time to time he 
conceded Moorish tributes to the municipalities. In 1254, for example, he 
granted 500 ma,mvedls from the annual Mudcjar tribute to C6rdoba for 
repair of the city walls. Two years later he gave the Moorish tenth to 
Alicante; in 1261, for the maintenance of the walls, he gave the town the 
Moorish poll tax of one ma,mvedl. Orihuela received a similar concession 
in 1274.49 

Both Jews and Moors had to pay tithes on lands formerly belonging 
to Christians. However incongruous it may seem, the primary reason was 
economic rather than religious; the transfer of lands from Christian to 
non-Christian hands ordinarily meant a decrease in episcopal revenues 
from the tithe. Alfonso X affirmed the obligation of the Jews in this regard 
and refused to exempt the Mudcjars of Palma, Castro, and Alm6dovar 
from payment. But he would not allow the bishop of Cartagena to levy 
the tithe on the Mudcjar tenth that he had granted to Alicante. 50 

The tribute owed by the Jewish communities was considerably higher 
than that of the Moors. The royal chronicle reported that Alfonso X, after 
seizing the Jewish aljamas in 1280, persuaded them to increase their daily 
tribute to 12,000 man,,11edls. The usual amount was 6,000 nuirm,edls each 
day ( or 2,190,000 annually), according to the cortes of Valladolid in 1312 

(art. 102); it seems likely that Sancho IV restored the amount due prior to 
1280. 51 In September 1290 the capitation tax amounted to nearly 2,000,000 

mannedis, of which the largest portion was paid by Toledo (216,sos), fol
lowed by Burgos {87,760), and Carri6n (73,480). The total for the Anda
lusian frontier, including Seville and C6rdoba (191,898), was less than for 
Toledo, and for the kingdom of Le6n (218,300). The kingdom of Murcia 
paid a paltry 22,424 mar11,11edls. 52 

The crown's total income from Mudejar tributes is unknown, though 
royal accounts for the half year from December 1293 to June 1294 reveal 
the following sums: Seville, 8,000 mm-a11edis; C6rdoba, Constantina, and 
other Andalusian towns, s,ooo; Madrid, 1,300; Burgos, 1,092; Coria, s69; 
Lc6n, 480; Santa Olalla, 423; and Almoguera, 414. The Moors in the dio
cese of Palencia owed s,692 mam11edis and those in the dioceses of Avila 
and Segovia taken together, 6,705. The accounts for the year ending in 
November 1294 show that the Moors of Seville paid a tribute of s,soo 

ma.ra11edls, those of C6rdoba, 2,000, and those of Constantina, 1,150, but 
these were the only towns on the Andalusian frontier for which totals were 
recorded. Amounts were also given for the combined Jewish and Moorish 
communities of the archdiocese of Toledo, the kingdom of Leon, and the 
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dioceses of Plasencia and Cuenca, but there is no way of determining the 
relative contribution of each community. In all probability most of that 
money was paid by the Jews. If one compares the tributes paid by the 
Moors and the Jews, it is obvious that the Jewish communities were 
wealthier and probably much more numerous. The Jews of Avila, for ex
ample, paid 59,592 ""'"'11etlls in 1290 in contrast to the s,soo due from the 
Moors of Seville in 1294. 53 

Moneylending 

The area of greatest friction between Christians and Jews was commerce, 
and especially moncylending. Jews and Christians were not allowed to act 
for one another in commercial transactions. When a Christian borrowed 
money from a Jew, if the documents were to have legal validity they had 
to be drawn up by a Christian scribe. During the cortes of Seville in 12s2, 

Alfonso X fixed the rate of interest at 33Yj percent and confirmed it in the 
Fuero relll (4,2,6). Evidently he also enacted an ordinance concerning 
pawnbroking, but the text is extant only in Sancho IV's confirmation in 
the cortes of Valladolid in 1293 (art. 27 C, 24-L). 54 

Freedom of Religion 

Jews and Muslims were assured of religious liberty, though its practical 
exercise was clearly circumscribed and sometimes difficult. Repeating a 
commonplace of Christian literature, the Siete Partidas (7,24,1) remarked 
that the church, emperors, and kings suffered (sufrimm) the Jews to live 
among Christians in a state of perpetual captivity as a remembrance of the 
crucifixion and death of Jesus. The word "suffered" implied that the Jews, 
described as descendants of those who crucified Christ, were not particu
larly welcome. 55 

The law accorded the Jews full religious freedom and acknowledged 
that Sarurday was their day of worship, a day on which they remained in 
their houses and did not work or engage in business. 56 Alfonso X declared: 
"We do not prohibit the Jews from observing their Sabbaths and the other 
feasts that their law commands and their usage of all the other things 
granted by Holy Church and by kings." They were also assured of their 
right "to read and to have all the books of their law . . ." but books con-
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trary to their faith would be burned at the door of the synagogue ( Fum, 
real, +,2,1, 7). This attempt to uphold Jewish orthodoxy may have been 
due to the influence of the king's Jewish courtiers, but it may also have 
been prompted by a fear that the books might contain anti-Christian ideas. 

As for the Muslims, the Pllrtidlu (7,25) described them as "a people 
who believe that MuJ:iammad was the Prophet and Messenger of God," 
but as his works did not reveal the great holiness characteristic of that 
state, "his religion (ley) was, as it were, an insult to God." Despite that, 
the Moors, like the Jews, were permitted to live peacefully among Chris
tians, "observing their religion and not insulting ours." The law's stipu
lation, however, that the Moors were not "to make their sacrifices publicly 
before men" suggests a certain ignorance of Muslim practice. 

The law spoke more positively of the Jewish synagogue, a place where 
the name of God was praised, than it did of the Muslim mosque. As the 
synagogue was under royal protection, no one was to be so bold as to 

destroy it, to plunder it, to use it as a stable or a lodging house, nor to 

interfere with Jews who wished to pray there. In accordance with the pre
cepts of Roman and Canon law, the king commanded that already existing 
synagogues could be repaired, but they could not be increased in size or 
height, nor could they be painted. While Roman and Canon law forbade 
the erection of new synagogues, Alfonso X seems to have reserved to him
self the right to authorize construction if he deemed it appropriate, for he 
said that no synagogue could be erected in his dominions "without our 
command" (Partidas, 7,24,4). For all his protestations of fidelity to the 
church, he was not a monarch who allowed ecclesiastical authorities to 
determine his policy. s7 

Unlike the Jews, the Moors were not permitted to have mosques in 
Christian towns. Indeed, the mosques were declared to belong to the king 
who could give them to whomever he wished. Even though the Moors 
"do not have a good religion (ley)," while they lived among Christians 
they were assured of security in their property. Nevertheless, there was 
always a disparity between the rigors of the law and its execution. In all of 
the principal cities, e.g., C6rdoba, Jacn, and Seville, the Mudcjars were 
compelled to surrender the chief mosque to the Christians who then trans
formed it into a cathedral. Alfonso X gave the archbishopric all the 
mosques in Seville except three in the Jewish quarter which were turned 
into synagogues. The Mudcjars of Murcia retained their mosque nen to 
the royal ~ until Jaime I of Arag6n required them to surrender it 
after his conquest of the city in 1266. When they objected, he queried, "Do 
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you think it proper that you should have the mosque at the gate of the 
~ and that I, when I am asleep, should have to hear in my head the 
cry, 'Allah lo Sabha o Allah?'" 58 

Although Jews and Muslims were assured of religious liberty, the pro
hibition against propagating their beliefs by winning converts was a sig
nificant restriction on this principle. The ban on any public display of 
religion and the restraints on sexual and social relations among Christians, 
Jews, and Moors were also intended to create obstacles to prosclytization. 
Furthermore, the law made it extremely dangerous for anyone to convert 
to Judaism or Islam. On penalty of death, confiscation, and eternal infamy 
Jews and Muslims were forbidden to proselytize among Christians. If a 
Christian, "losing his sense and true understanding," committed the "very 
great treason" of becoming a Muslim or a Jew, he would be executed and 
his property confiscated. Should he return to the faith, he would endure 
the punishment of eternal infamy, banned from giving testimony, holding 
public office, making a will, receiving an inheritance, or concluding a con
tract of sale. 59 

The ban on proselytizing by Jews extended not only to Christians but 
even to Moors. The cortes of Seville in 1252 ( art. 45) explicitly forbade any 
Moor to convert to Judaism or any Jew to encourage conversion. Jews 
similarly were prohibited from converting to Islam. With the aim of 
discouraging Jews from attempting to win converts among the slave popu
lation, the law declared that a slave who accepted Judaism would auto
matically become free. Moreover, Moors who were captives of Jews could 
gain their freedom by becoming Christians. If Jews purchased or owned 
Christian slaves, which they were forbidden to do by law, the slaves would 
also be set at liberty (Partidas, 7,24,10). 60 

The expression of any hostility toward Christianity which might re
sult in violent reprisals prompted other legislation. Both Muslims and 
Jews were strictly enjoined not to insult the Christian religion in any way. 
The cortes of Seville in 1252 declared that when a priest carried the Eucha
rist through the streets of the city, Jews and Moors should give way and 
conceal themselves or fall on their knees until the procession had passed, 
lest any sign of disrespect lead to violence against them. 61 

Jews were forbidden to knowingly possess books that attacked Chris
tianity, a principle that could be interpreted in the broadest sense to pre
clude any discussion of the relative merits of Jewish and Christian beliefs. 
Furthermore, a Jew who blasphemed God-something unthinkable, but 
the reference is no doubt to Jesus-or the Virgin Mary, or any of the 
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saints, would be fined for each offense and would suffer ten lashes (Fuero 
relU, 4,2,1, 3). There may perhaps be a reflection of this law in Can#tf a 286, 
which recounts the punishment meted out by the Virgin Mary to Jews 
who laughed at a Christian whose prayers were interrupted by a barking 
dog. When the Virgin protested to God the Father that they were "your 
enemies, who killed your Son," a door fell on them and crushed them. 62 

Any Jew or Moor who spoke wrongly of God, the Virgin Mary, or 
other saints while playing with dice, would suffer the lash and on the third 
offense would have his tongue cut out. Forbidding Moors and Jews to spit 
on the cross or the altar, to deface paintings or images, or to throw stones 
at churches, Alfonso X explained that, just as the Moors prohibited Chris
tians in their dominions to insult Mul:iammad or his religion, it was only 
right that Jews and Moors "whom we permit to live in our realms, though 
they do not believe in our faith," should be punished in like manner ( Ptw
titlas, 7,28,56).63 

The rumor of ritual murder of Christian children by the Jews was 
echoed in the P11rtulas (7,24,2), but in such a way as to suggest that it was 
not something experienced in Castile-Le6n. It was said that in some places 
in northern Europe the Jews, on Good Friday, in contempt of Jesus' 
passion, crucified children or crucified wax images. Anyone proved guilty 
of this crime in the presence of the king of Castile would be executed. 
Though accusations of that sort seemed unlikely, the possibility of vio
lence against the Jews caused the king to order them not to go out of their 
district on Good Friday but to remain inside until Saturday morning. Oth
erwise they would not be entitled to compensation for injuries inflicted by 
the Christians. Although the Cantigas de S11nt11 Maria do not include any 
story of ritual murder of Christian children during the Paschal season, one 
Can#tf II relates that when the Virgin Mary complained of "the perfidy of 
the Jews who killed my son," the people of Toledo rushed to the Jewish 
quarter where they found the Jews crucifying an image of Jesus on the 
feast of the Assumption. 64 

While the Jews were denied the right to make converts, Christians 
were not similarly restrained. They were admonished, however, to try to 
win converts by good example and the teachings of the gospel and not to 
compel them, because "our Lord God does not wish and does not love 
service that is given by force" (Partulas, 7,24,6; 7,2s,2). These words, remi
niscent of the principle enunciated by the popes, were repeated a gen
eration later by Alfonso X's nephew, Juan Manuel, when speaking of the 
conversion of the Moors. 65 
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If a Jew wished to become a Christi~ other Jews were not to im
pede him, and would be burned to death if they wounded or killed him, 
either before or after baptism ( Pllrtidlu, 7 ,24,6). Cantiga 4, describing 
how a Jewish father tried to bum his own son who had received commu
nion with Christian children, and then was burned himself, may reflect 
this law.66 

Converts often found that their situation was not a happy one. Chris
tians were commanded to treat converts with honor and respect and not 
to insult them by calling them turncoats. Converts were entitled to retain 
their property and their share in any family inheritance, and could hold 
any office or honor open to Christians (Pllrtidlu, 7,24,6; 7,2s,3).67 One can 
understand that a convert would find it most difficult to continue living 
among his fonner co-religionists and to try to gain his living in the usual 
way. More than likely such a person would be shunned by all parties 
concerned. 

Alfonso X and the bishops and magnates who sWTounded him do 
not seem to have regarded as a primary goal the assimilation of Jews and 
Muslims into Christian society. Thus they made no concerted effort to 
convert them. The impetus for missionary activity among the Muslims 
came from outside the peninsula. Jaime I admonished his son-in-law for 
not displaying greater zeal in this regard. Although Alfonso X did lend his 
support to the Dominican Arabic language school in Murcia and estab
lished a studium gmm,J,e in Seville for Latin and Arabic studies, he seems 
to have been prompted chiefly by his interest in Arabic culture rather than 
a zeal for missions. In the Cantig111 de Santa Marili he mentioned the con
versions of some individuals, but attributed them to the intercession of the 
Virgin Mary. Conversion or assimilation probably took place inevitably in 
communities where there was only a handful of Moors, but royal policy 
generally left Jews and Muslims undisturbed in their religious bclicf.68 

Medieval society was not inherently pluralistic. Christianity, Islam, 
and Judaism were exclusive religions in which religious beliefs and cus
toms were inextricably linked. In a society that was fundamentally Chris
ti~ only Christians could participate fully in public life. Alfonso X's 
legislation, reflecting the traditions of Roman and Canon law, treated Jews 
and Moors as a people apan and hedged them about with legal and social 
restraints. Despite the strictures of the law, the king seems to have been 
tolerant of Jews, whom he employed in his court in various capacities, and 
even of Muslims until their revolt in 1264. The Moors were always per
ceived, however, as a far greater threat to the tranquility of the realm. 
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While a degree of assimilation among Christians, Muslims, and Jews was 
possible in terms of language and external habits, there was no possibility 
of the full acceptance of religious minorities into Christian society, unless 
they were willing to accept the Christian religion, which would equally 
encompass the totality of their existence and way of life. 
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ral resources, maintain a favorable balance of trade, and accumulate suffi
cient treasure to finance the king's ambitions. Discontent with these 
policies and with legal innovations, however, led to a confrontation in the 
cortes of Burgos in 1272. Although the king temporarily appeased the op
position, his attempts in later years to harvest every conceivable source of 
revenue roused an ever louder chorus of protest and brought about the 
final crisis of 1281 - 1282. 

Sumptuary Legislation 

Although Alfonso X was a prodigal king, he attempted to restrain extrava
gance at court and curb the growing consumer mentality and taste for 
luxury. As it was important that he maintain a dignified appearance and 
dress appropriately for his rank, he reserved to himself the right to wear 
garments of scarlet, gauze, or silk. Precise limits were set on the types of 
clothing worn by his courtiers and by the nobility, eliminating excessive 
display and elaborate adornments. The excessive consumption of food was 
also regulated. Although the king was exhorted to cat "as he thinks best 
for his body," courtiers were admonished to cat more moderately. The 
expense of weddings was sharply curtailed by limiting the amount spent 
on the trousseau, the number of guests, and the duration of the festivities. 5 

To what extent these regulations were enforced is unknown, but many 
probably regarded them as unjustified intrusions upon their personal rights. 

Conservation of Natural Resources 

Alfonso X is acknowledged as one of the first monarchs to enact legislation 
to protect the environment and to conserve natural resources. He stressed 
the responsibility of everyone to bring the land under cultivation, to de
velop pastures, mines, and other assets in an orderly way, and to facilitate 
transportation and communication by building roads and bridges ( Parti
das, 2,20,7). 6 

By reiterating and amplifying regulations contained in the municipal 
fueros, it was his hope that animals, birds, fish, trees, and plants could grow 
and ftowish and contribute to the prosperity of the realm. Thus he pro
hibited anyone to take the eggs of hawks or falcons, or to capture birds 
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When Alfonso X ascended the throne, the economic life of Castile-Lc6n 
was essentially agricultural and pastoral. 1 The augmentation of the realm 
by the conquest of Andalusia and Murcia altered the situation profoundly, 
bringing both economic benefits and difficulties. The incorporation into 
the kingdom of the great commercial centers of Islamic Spain gave impe
tus to the growth of maritime trade linking the Atlantic coast of Andalusia 
with the Bay of Biscay, while also giving Castile access to the Mediterra
nean. The extension of the frontiers into the southernmost regions facili
tated the expansion of sheepherding while also opening new lands to 
colonization, thereby relieving population pressures elsewhere. 2 

On the contrary, the emigration of thousands of Muslims resulted in 
a shortage of skilled workers and manufactured goods, a situation made 
even more acute by the expulsion of the Mudcjars after 1264. Equally 
skilled Christian replacements were not immediately forthcoming. The 
colonization of Andalusia, moreover, resulted in the depopulation of many 
northern villages. Inflation, caused in part by these demographic changes 
and the alteration of the coinage, was never effectively controlled. In the 
words of the royal chronicle, "in this time . . . everything increased in 
cost." Carle has shown that between 1268 and 1294 prices of certain goods 
rose as much as 1000 percent. 3 

The king's ambitious political and cultural enterprises also required 
the outlay of substantial sums and the careful husbanding of resources, but 
Alfonso X was a notorious spender. As a result of a Moroccan invasion in 
1275 his ordinary resources could not keep pace with his needs. 

Alfonso X recognized the disturbed economic situation at the very 
beginning of his reign. In his first cortes held at Seville in 1252, he laid 
down the general lines of economic policy that he would follow with some 
modifications thereafter. Sanchez Albornoz has aptly spoken of a "directed 
economy." 4 The enacnnents of the cortes reveal a conscious royal effort to 
control the economy in such a way as to alleviate inflation, conserve natu-
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Figure 2. A farmer gives his boy a young donkey, which dies but recovers through 
the intercession of Holy Mary. Cantigas tk Santa Marla, 178. Escorial, Ms T.1.j. 
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hatching or taking care of their young. No one was permitted to poison 
streams so as to kill fish, to set fire to woods, injure trees, or cut down 
those belonging to another. Plowing animals could not be killed or taken 
as pledges for debt, as this would harm the agricultural process. Hunting 
partridges, hares, and rabbits was restricted, and all hunting was prohib
ited from the beginning of Lent until Michaelmas. Much of this may have 
been due to the king's concern to maintain hunting preserves, but others 
would benefit, if care were taken not to deplete the supply of food and 
hides too rapidly. 7 The implementation of these measures would, it was 
hoped, enhance the wealth of the kingdom. 1 

The Royal Salt Monopoly 

The exploitation of saltpits located in various parts of the realm was a royal 
monopoly from which the king stood to profit, especially as salt was both 
an important dietary clement and a preservative. Alfonso X affirmed the 
royal monopoly (PIWtid&s, 3,18,11) and regulated the consumption of salt. 
He fixed the price at which it could be sold, and forbade anyone to estab
lish a private salt depot, or to export salt, presumably because of the lack 
of sufficient quantities for domestic use. 9 

The saltpits were leased to contractors who shared the profits with 
the king. A lease given to Zag de la Maleha drew fire from Nuno Gonzalez 
de Lara, who believed that his own rights in the saltpits were undercut. In 
1273 the discontented magnates demanded that saltpits and iron mines, 
also a royal monopoly, be exploited as in Fernando ill's reign. Three years 
later the king authorized Zag de la Maleha to collect fines from those who 
established private salt depots or sold salt at prices greater than the official 
rate. 10 One could purchase salt directly at the pits or in houses set aside for 
that purpose in the towns. The sale of salt was restricted to the region in 
which it was produced, though in time of shortage it could be obtained 
elscwherc. 11 

In order to encourage settlement, the king ceded the profits of local 
saltpits to Alicante and Orihuela, and allowed La Cormia free use of salt. 12 

He occasionally favored religious communities by permitting them to take 
salt without payment or at reduced cost. 13 His immediate successors con
tinued his policy concerning the use and distribution of salt, until his 
great-grandson Alfonso XI established even more effective controls over 
this essential product. 
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The Mesta 

As the pasturage of sheep was a significant aspect of the economy, Alfonso 
X tried to protect the rights of sheepowners and of those through whose 
land the flocks passed. Travelers were permitted to pasture their animals 
in open fields for a day or two, but not to cut down trees or take fruit. 
Shepherds were reminded to keep their animals out of vineyards. 14 From 
time to time the king resolved disputes between neighboring towns over 
the use of pasturage. 15 In 1269 he persuaded the towns in western Anda
lusia ( Seville, Carmona, Jerez, Arcos de la Frontera, Medina Sidonia, Al
cala de los Gazules, Vcjer, Huelva, and Gibrale6n) to utilize pastures in 
common, and exempted them from tolls outside their respective districts. 16 

As the frontiers were pushed steadily southward, the annual migra
tion of sheep from winter to summer pastures extended over ever-length
ening distances. Prelates, monasteries, lords, and townspeople in the north 
owned large flocks which journeyed to southern pastures controlled by 
municipalities and military orders. As conflicts inevitably arose, the sheep
owners, in order to protect their interests, organized a guild or Mesta 
between 1230 and 1265. 17 

Laws enacted in the cortcs of Seville in 1252 suggest that the sheepmcn 
were already an organized voice in public assemblies. Transcending local 
boundaries, the laws reflected the interests of owners whose flocks trav
elled great distances. Only one toll (monta:qJo), whose amount was fixed, 
could be levied in a given municipal district, or in the lands of the military 
orders, and the tithe only once where customary. The sheep could use 
streams and sheepwalks (CIUUUUIS) as in the past, and no one could enclose 
previously open pastures. 18 

Shcepmen again acted in concert in the cortes of Seville in 1261. When 
they protested that their flocks were being subjected to more than one 
tithe as they moved from the archdiocese of Toledo into that of Seville, 
the king effected a compromise that would not unfairly require them to 
pay a double tithe, but would assure the church of its just due. 19 The 
shcepowners in the same cortes also asked the king to relieve them of the 
municipal toll, offering in return an annual serJ1i&io, as follows: 100 out of 
every 1000 sheep or goats; 3 out of every 1000 cows; 20 sueldos tie pepiones 
for every 100 pigs, and 2 sueldos de pepiones for every mare, hack, or other 
animal. This effectively transferred the right of levying monta:qJO from the 
municipalities to the king. 20 

As the towns continued to try to collect the toll, the shcepowners 
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objected at Badajoz in 1267, and the king again prohibited anyone other 
than the military orders to take montazgo, except for the royal servicio al
ready mentioned. This was probably the beginning of one part ( the mon
tazgo) of the tax later referred to as servicio y montazgo. The other part, the 
servicio, likely came into being two years later. During the meeting at Ba
dajoz, Alfonso X agreed to appoint two royal officials in each of five dis
tricts to guard the sheepwalks, to resolve disputes with local farmers, to 
amend all injuries, and to recover pledges unjustly taken from shepherds. 
For that purpose, these officials, later known as lllmldes entreglldores, were 
required to convene three annual mest111 or assemblies and to render ac
counts either in Lent or at Martinmas. In exchange, the sheepowners 
offered the king another servicio as follows: a half m11r11,vedJ for every 
1000 sheep and goats, 3 m11ra:11edis for every 1000 cows, ands marm,edis for 
every 100 pigs. 21 

The realization that transhumant livestock could be a substantial 
source of revenue led Alfonso X to impose the servicio de los g11,nados in the 
cortcs of Burgos in 1269. Seven years later he authorized collection of ar
rears of this tax on migratory flocks, owing since 1269. 22 

The sheepowners, along with so many others, presented a multitude 
of complaints during the cortes of Burgos in 1272. As the towns persisted 
in their efforts to collect montazgo, the king reiterated the ban first estab
lished in 1261. Again he restricted the military orders to the imposition of 
this toll only once throughout their jurisdiction, and the church to only 
one tithe. The crown gained by reserving a third of all fines for damages 
done by migratory sheep and by seizing all lost and unclaimed animals. In 
order to facilitate transhumance, the sheepwalks would be widened again 
as in the twelfth century. In wcxxied areas shepherds were permitted to 
cut down branches or even trees to open the way. Local farmers were 
responsible for protecting their own cultivated lands from possible dam
age by the sheep.23 

Objecting to Alfonso X's attempt to profit from transhumant sheep, 
the magnates in 1273 demanded that the montazgo be levied as in Fernando 
Ill's time-that is, that the right of the towns to collect it be rein
stated-and that the servicio de los g11nados should not be collected at all. 
Although the king consented initially, these demands do not seem to have 
been included in the final settlement. 24 

In the fall of 1273 Alfonso X granted four charters to "the council of 
the Mesta of the shepherds," and ratified its decisions. Although Klein 
hailed this as the foundation of the Mesta, Bishko pointed out that it was 

Digitized by Google Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



120 Chapter 8 

already in cxistence.25 The king reminded his mtregadores of their obli
gation to attend three annual mestllS, to punish wrongdoers, and to protea 
the shepherds and their flocks from attack by towns, lords, or military 
orders. He also confirmed the shepherds' right to cut paths through wood
land and to use wood for cooking and other necessities. Shepherds were 
exempted from tolls on their clothing and food, and-so that the number 
of "horses and mules in my realm might increase" -on mares and their 
foals, and other animals traveling with the flocks. The king also modified 
his earlier ban on the municipal montRZgo by pcnnitting towns that had 
levied it in his father's reign to continue doing so, at the rate of 2 head per 
10,000. 26 

As trouble between sheepmen and towns continued, the king con
firmed his charters of 1272, warning towns not to prevent shepherds from 
purchasing needed food supplies. In response to complaints in 1278, he 
ordered his entregadores to open blocked sheepwalks and enclosed pas
tures, levy appropriate fines, punish murderers and robbers, and hear all 
suits involving shepherds. 27 Charters guaranteeing secure pasturage to mo
nastic houses and cathedrals throughout the realm also reflect the tension 
between sheepowners and towns. 28 

The organization of the Mesta was obviously prompted by the sheep
owners' need to defend their common interests, but Alfonso X also rec
ognized it as an opportunity to tap new sources of revenue. Not only did 
he stand to profit from heavy fines imposed on those who violated the 
rights of the shcepmen, but also from the sert1icio de los ganados and the 
montRZgO that became a regular item in his budget. 29 

Guilds, Wages, and Prices 

Alfonso X's dctennination to control the economy was nowhere more evi
dent than in the area of domestic trade, in which a diversity of merchants, 
artisans, and shopkeepers were engaged. 30 The Fuero real regulated buying 
and selling (3,10) and protection of apprentices (4,17,8), and the cortes 
repeated Fernando Ill's condemnation of "wicked" confraternities or 
guilds as injurious to the realm, unless they were of a purely spiritual or 
social character. To curtail their independence, disputes among members 
of confraternities could be adjudicated only by royal or municipal judges. 
Merchants and artisans, morever, were forbidden to fix prices, but were 
admonished to sell their wares freely on the open market. 31 The Partidlu 
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(s,1,2) also denounced artisans who fixed prices and reserved their craft for 
family members. Although the king condemned confraternities formed 
without his consent, he did not prohibit them entirely but tried to con
trol them. 

Despite the ban on "evil associations," guilds did indeed exist. 32 

The shoemakers' guild of Burgos, with the consent of the municipal 
council, drew up ordinances in 1259 providing for the taking of apprentices 
and the use of suitable materials under city inspection. Recognizing that 
the ordinances were intended for "the service of God, and myself, and for 
the benefit of the people," the king ratified them in 1270.33 He also con
firmed the brotherhood between muleteers and merchants in Atienza, the 
usages of the textile workers of Seville, and the privileges of the confrater
nity of textile workers in Soria. At an uncertain date he authorized the 
confraternity of shopkeepers in Soria to choose good men to guard their 
interests. 34 

Royal policy here was dictated not by economic theory, but by a de
sire to maintain the untrammeled authority of the crown and to prevent 
the development of an autonomous mercantile jurisdiction. Although 
guilds might have a beneficial effect on the economy, the potential chal
lenge to royal power that they represented required that they be curbed, 
if not prohibited altogether. Restrictions on guilds were also a means 
whereby urban knights restrained the merchants and artisans from gaining 
power. 

In forbidding merchants to fix prices and wages, the king did not 
intend that the principle of laissez faire should govern the market, but 
rather reserved the power of regulation to himself. Prices were established 
in the cortes of Seville in 1252 for Frisian cloth, shields, saddles, and har
nesses; women's silk headdresses; hides; shoes; horses and other livestock; 
and hawks and falcons (art. 1-3, 7, 9-10, 17-18, 23-28). 35 

In response to complaints of the high cost of living and the shortage 
of goods, he undertook, in consultation with merchants at Jerez in 1268, a 
more extensive effort to control prices. Prices were fixed for metals, do
mestic and imported cloth, clothing, arms, saddles, harness, hides, tallow, 
wax, hawks, falcons, fish, and animals of all sorts (art. 2-s, 9-16, 18-20). 

Apparently for the first time wages were fixed for working men and 
women (art. 32-34). Vagabonds were restrained and beggars and robbers 
were given summary justice ( art. 36). How effective this effort to control 
prices and wages was is uncertain, but the experience of other times sug
gests that it irritated many people. 36 

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



122 Chapter 8 

The Fairs 

Alfonso X understood that the elimination of unnecessary barriers would 
not only facilitate commercial interchange between different regions of the 
realm, but also contribute to the general prosperity. In the Fuero reRl 
(4,6,1-6) he insisted that roads leading from place to place, entrances and 
exits to towns, river channels, and harbors should be open and unim
peded. Recognizing both the economic and the religious value of pil
grimage, he also guaranteed the safety of pilgrims going to Santiago de 
Compostcla (4,23,1-4). 37 

As another means of facilitating the free flow of traffic, he tried to 
limit internal customs known as portRZgo by permitting collection only in 
traditional places. 38 Many monasteries and cathedrals were exempted from 
payment. 39 With the intention of fostering the growth of mercantile com
munities, the king exempted several towns from purtRZgo throughout the 
whole realm, except in Toledo, Seville and Murcia, where the royal Rlmo-
jarifazgo, an internal toll dating back to Muslim times, was collected. 40 

Seville, Carmona, and other towns in Andalusia and Murcia received an 
exemption valid anywhere in the kingdom. 41 

As towns often tried to prevent the introduction of cereal, wine and 
other food products from other towns, Alfonso X had to admonish them 
not to obstruct the circulation of necessary food supplies. 42 On the other 
hand, in order to encourage the development of a municipal fair, he con
firmed an ordinance adopted by Alba de Tormes prohibiting the sale of 
wine or grapes produced outside the municipal district. 43 

Unlike town markets where goods of local origin were sold at retail, 
the fairs were gatherings of foreign and domestic merchants selling goods 
wholesale. Although fairs originated in the twelfth century, Alfonso X, 
recognizing their economic importance, increased their number and estab
lished their basic norms and organization. 44 In the P11rtidas (S,7,3) he re
served the right to authorize a fair; if one had not met in ten years, royal 
permission was needed to hold it (3,18,48). No one attending a fair could 
be arrested for previous offenses, with the exception of debts payable dur
ing the fair. All merchants, no matter their religious status or origin, were 
assured of royal protection while the fair was in progress (S,7,4)-

As Gual L6pcz pointed out, Alfonso X added nineteen fairs to the six 
functioning at his accession, for a total of twenty-five. Fairs were located 
in the kingdom of Murcia ( Murcia, Orihuela, and Lorca); 45 in the diocese 
of Cuenca ( Alcaraz and Montiel); 46 in Andalusia ( Seville and Cadiz); 47 in 
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Lconcsc Extremadura (Badajoz and Cacercs); 48 in Galicia (Ortigueira); 49 

in the kingdom of Lc6n ( Sahagun, Lc6n, Benavente, Salamanca, and Alba 
de Tonnes); 50 in Old Castile (Santo Domingo de la Calzada, Miranda, 
Valladolid, and Pefiaficl); 51 and in the province of Guadalajara (Alcala de 
Hcnares, Brihuega, Guadalajara, Pareja, and Zorita). 52 

Fairs were usually held around festival days for a week or more. Be
navente, for example, was permitted to hold an annual fair for fifteen days 
after Easter. Much more privileged was Seville, which was authorized to 
hold two fairs annually, one during the fifteen days before and the fifteen 
days after the beginning of Lent, and the other for the same period at 
Michaelmas. Christians, M~rs, Jews, natives, and foreigners were assured 
of their safety while participating in the fairs, but were forbidden to export 
prohibited goods. 53 In order to encourage attendance, the king often 
granted exemption from port11Z90.54 

Weights and Measures 

Alfonso X's determination to establish uniform weights and measures 
throughout his dominions had special importance for the development of 
domestic commerce. In the Fuero real (3,10,1) he required that weights and 
measures be true and equal for everyone and that innkeepers not defraud 
guests thereby. Municipal inspectors were charged with assuring that only 
honest weights and measures were used. In 1257 he required Sepulveda, 
which had not yet received a copy of the Fuero real, to use "nuestro peso" 
and imposed fines for false weights and measures "as the fuero commands." 
In the cortes of Seville in 1261 (art. 31), he insisted on general uniformity 
and later made the same point to Toledo, Lc6n, and Cuenca. 55 

In the assembly of Jerez in 1268 (art. 26), Alfonso X identified specific 
weights and measures to be used. The measure for wheat was the cahiz of 
Toledo (about 18 bushels), or the 11rrelde of Burgos (4 pounds), and for 
wine, the moyo of Seville ( about 2.2 barrels). The standard for weights was 
the num:o alfimsi of 8 ounces, or half a pound, and for cloth, the mra 
(about 2.8 feet). Copies of these weights and measures were sent to each 
town, where municipal inspectors were required, after a weekly check, to 
fine anyone using false ones. 56 

In order to defend a frontier then threatened by Moroccan invasion, 
Alfonso X intensified the collection of fines on weights and measures not 
conforming to his ordinance. When Infantes Sancho and Manuel inter-

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



124 Chapter 8 

ceded on behalf of the people in 1279, the king asserted that "this is my 
right and a distina matter of justice and belongs to sovereignty and I 
ought not to cease demanding it;" though he agreed to relieve the people, 
he still insisted on uniformity. 57 

Coinage 

The need for an acceptable medium of exchange was fundamental to com
merce, but this was to prove one of the most difficult tasks facing the king. 
Gautier-Dalchc and Todcsca have demonstrated the erroneous nature of 
statements in the royal chronicle concerning coinage. 58 In the first half of 
the thirteenth century, the basic coins in circulation were the dineros bur-
gllleses in Castile and the leoneses in Lc6n. Made of billon, an alloy of silver 
and copper, these coins were calculated in tenns of the gold ,n11,mwdJ, now 
solely a money of account, at a ratio of 90 bu,allleses or 96 leoneses to a 
mMlnttli. As this was a stable coinage, Fernando III did not issue new 
money after the union of the two kingdoms in 1230. 

Despite the misstatements of the chronicle, Alfonso X did not alter 
the coinage until more than a decade after his accession. When he levied 
monetll, form, in the cortcs of Valladolid in 12s8, he probably promised to 
maintain the coinage intact for seven years, but as circumstances changed 
he had to issue new coinages on three different occasions. 59 

Sometime after the revolt of the Mudcjars in 1264 but before 1268, he 
minted the dineros 1Ufimsls, the first time that a coinage common to both 
Castile and Lc6n was issued-a step toward a more effective union of the 
two realms. The tlineros Rlfonsls were usually known as the mone/UI de lll 
guerm ( or de Iii primmi guerm) or bum&IIS ( still later, bUUUJUUUIS). In To
desca's judgment, the dinero IU.fons' is that coin bearing the legend AL
FO NSU S REX CASTELLE ET LEGIONIS on the obverse, and castles 
and lions quartered on the reverse. Although there were 90 dineros IUfimsls 
to the numwetll, the new money had much less purchasing power than the 
older bu,;gales or leones. Nevertheless, by replacing a stronger money with 
a weaker one, the crown secured the resources necessary for the suppres
sion of the Mudejars. 60 

The rise in prices resulting from this effective devaluation prompted 
the assembly at Jerez in 1268 to ask the king to guarantee a stable coinage 
by confirming the dmeros Rlfonsls for life. Equivalences were also fixed for 
other moneys, such as the gold dobla ( an imitation of an Almohad coin) 
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worth three mani11edls, and the gold ""'""""' tdfimsl ( of Alfonso VIII) 
worth two """11l'edls (art. 1-2). 61 

Because the dineros lllfimsls were basically a weak coinage, a demand 
for a stronger money was soon heard, perhaps in the cortes of Burgos in 
1269. After taking counsel with "men wise in the matter of money," the 
king coined the ,uneros prietos, so-called because of their dark color, and 
pledged to maintain this coinage for life. The prieto was six times greater 
than the dinero tdjimsl, as 15 ,uneros prietos (in contrast to 90 tlineros Rl,fon
sis) equalled a wumnedl. Todcsca identified the prieto with the exemplar 
showing a castle and lion on opposite sides of the coin; the legend ALF 
REX CASTELLE appeared on the obverse and ET LEGIONIS on the 
rcverse.62 

Alfonso X also coined a gold m1m1Petii, recorded for the first time on 
15 June 1272. Although he set its value at 10 m11r1111edls de la monetUJ tie Iii 
guem,, the "many good men knowledgeable in coinage" whom he con
sulted warned him that it was worth much more. Sellers, on the contrary, 
believing that the gold ""'1'11J'edl chico (as it was called) was not worth as 
much as the king said, refused to accept it. This prompted the nobles in 
1272 to accuse the king of falsifying the money. 63 

Meantime, dissatisfaction with the ,uneros prietos became apparent be
cause only a small number of them, due to the silver shortage, could be 
minted. As comparatively strong coins, they tended to be hoarded or taken 
out of the kingdom. A crisis occurred when the Moroccans invaded Spain 
and the people were unable to pay the taxes needed to enable the king to 
mount an effective counteroffensive. As a consequence, the cortes of Bur
gos in 1277 asked him to mint a "more common" money, cheaper and more 
plentiful, but he would not do so until he was released from his oath not 
to alter the d.ineros prietos. On that account, prelates and nobles on 9 May 
1277 asked Pope John XXI to absolve the king from his oath. 64 

The papal response is unknown, but one may assume that the king 
overcame his scruples, because he issued a third billon coinage in 1277. This 
new money or moneda nuna (also called bum&IIS and tlineros alfonsis) had a 
legal value equal to the prieto, but was greatly debased and served only to 
confuse the monetary situation. 65 

As the silver shortage continued, the supply of moneda nuem, a weak
ened billon coinage, was insufficient to meet the needs of kingdom. The 
war against the Moors strained the king's resources to the utmost, leading 
him to propose to the cortes of Seville in 1281 the minting of two new 
moneys, one of silver and one of copper, instead of imposing a new tax. 
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The cortes acquiesced, "more out of fear than love," but soon asked In
fante Sancho to persuade his father "not to circulate this copper money 
that he now commands to be made." 66 

Shortly after Sancho assumed control of the government, the assem
bly of Valladolid in 1282 asked him to reestablish the coinages used in 
previous reigns. After consulting knowledgeable men, on 19 May 1282 he 
ordered the minting of bu1lJllleses and pepitmes (half bu1lJllleses) in Burgos, 
leoneses in Lc6n, and slUll#Ul,n,puses in Salamanca, and promised never to 
change this coinage. When Burgos made known its preference for Alfonso 
X's coinage, Sancho warned the city not to interfere with the minting of 
the new money. 67 

Alfonso X hoped to curb prices and inflation by creating a sound, 
stable, and abundant coinage, but his three billon coinages, the dineros 
Rl.frmsis of 1264, the prietos of 1271, and the mone/UJ nunti of 1277, failed to 
achieve that goal, mainly because of the chronic silver shortage. Royal 
monetary policy consequently remained a major source of controversy un
til the very end of the reign. 

Moneylending 

As moneylending had grown to great proportions by the middle of the 
thirteenth century, a chorus of protest against excessive rates of interest 
was heard. Thus during the cortes of Seville in 1252 and in the Fum, relll 
(4,2,6), Alfonso X set the rate charged by the Jews at 33yj percent yearly, 
but at Jerez in 1268 (art. 29, 44) it was lowered to 25 percent. In the cortes 
of Segovia in 1278 the king restored the earlier rate of 33yj percent. These 
regulations applied only to Jews and Moors, not to Christians, who were 
forbidden to lend money at interest. 68 

In later years, faced with an ever increasing need for money to counter 
the Moroccan invasion, the king looked for every possible source of in
come. In accordance with the decrees of the Council of Lyons in 1274, he 
ordered inquests concerning Christians lending money at interest and 
fined the guilty. Several towns paid substantial sums to him "for the affair 
of the frontier" to be quit of any further trouble on this account. 69 

Foreign Trade 

Among the most significant limitations on foreign trade was the prohi
bition of the export of certain products-the so-called COSIIS 11e"""'1s. The 

Digitized by Google Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



The Economy 127 

Espkulo (4,12,57) stated firmly that "those who attempt, without his order, 
to export from the kingdom any of the things that the king forbids, com
mit a very great madness." In spite of the ban, chancery fees were set for 
charters allowing the export of any of the cosas i,e/UUUIS such as gold, silver, 
mercury, seed, silk, rabbits, skins, hides, wax, cordovan leather, horses, and 
mules. 70 The list of forbidden products, fixed by Alfonso VIII of Castile 
and Alfonso IX of Le6n, was repeated in the cortes of Seville in 1252 ( art. 
19-21). Besides the items mentioned in the Especulo, cattle, pigs, goats, 
sheep, hawks, and falcons were included. 71 This was done, said the king, 
so "that there will be an abundance of livestock in all my realms." 

In the cortes of Seville in 1261 ( art. 15 ), perhaps because of the king's 
proposed assault on Morocco, the ban on the export of horses and live
stock was limited to ten years. Horses were needed for cavalry, military 
transport, and hunting, while cattle and sheep raising was a major source 
of wealth. 

In an attempt to control the rising cost of living, regulations on ex
ports were set forth in greater detail at Jerez in 1268 (art. 14). Previous lists 
of prohibited goods were repeated, but with some additions: gold, silver, 
horses, cows, pigs, and other livestock, hides, silk, raw wool, wheat, wine, 
foodstuffs, hawks, and falcons. Gold and silver were included because they 
represented intrinsic wealth, while the other items were necessary to pro
vide adequate food and clothing. 

Goods for export had to be brought to certain towns where royal 
officials would inspect each merchant's manifest for forbidden items. Mer
chants also had to give sureties that they would import as much as they 
exported. Customs officials were required to inform masters of foreign 
ships about these regulations and sec that they were observed. Customs 
stations were established at Santander, Laredo, Castro Urdiales, San Se
bastian, and Fucntcrrabfa on the Bay of Biscay; at Aviles, Ribadco, Vivero, 
Bctanzos, La Corufia, Santa Marfa, Ccdeira, Ferrol, Bayona, La Guardia, 
Ponteve~ Padr6n, and Noya in Asturias and Galicia; at Seville, Jerez, 
Huclva, Cadiz, and Vejcr in Andalusia; and at Cartagena, Alicante, and 
Eiche in Murcia. Anyone contravening the law was liable to confiscation 
and his body would be at the king's mercy (Jerez 1268, art. 21-25). 72 

This attempt to control exports and to collect customs duties system
atically provoked a negative reaction. In the cortes of Burgos in 1272 the 
nobles demanded that Alfonso X abolish customs duties, but at Almagro 
in 1273 he promised only to stop collection after six years. As customs 
duties were an important source of revenue, the king did not give them 
up. Nor did he bow to the nobles' demand that the list of prohibited 
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Figure 3. When storms threaten their ship, merchants are saved and after selling 
their wares at Acre offer thanksgiving at the shrine of Holy Mary at Salas. 
Cantigas de Santa Marla, 172. Escorial, Ms T.1.j. 
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exports should be no greater than in his father's reign. Alfonso X's deter
mination not to yield this point is revealed in a contract of 1276 authorizing 
Zag de la Maleha to collect fines for exporting banned items. 73 

Reacting to reports of the export of precious metals, Alfonso X in 
1277 forbade merchants to export gold and silver and the dineros prietos, a 
strong coinage. His gold coin could be exported because it could be used 
to acquire silver needed to mint billon. Merchants and pilgrims travelling 
to Santiago could take out no more than so sueldos prietos twice a year. 
Everyone entering the kingdom had to record the amount of money that 
he was carrying and could take out only as much. Prelates and nobles had 
to ask the king's permission to take out silver, but in order to encourage 
the importation of gold, silver, or other coinage, they were exempted from 
customs duties. Two years later Pedro III of Arag6n complained that the 
prohibition of the export "of almost all merchandise" was injurious to 
merchants of both realms and diminished the potential revenues of the 
Crown of Castile. 74 

In his closing years Alfonso X, hard-pressed financially because of the 
Moroccan invasion, was especially assiduous in fining violators of the ex
port regulations. Although he had assured merchants of his protection in 
the Especulo (4,12,57) and PIU'tidRs {S,7,4), they were increasingly unhappy 
and presented their grievances at Burgos in February 1281. In the first of 
three privileges, he guaranteed that merchants would have to pay customs 
duties only once at the port of entry or exit; they would be exempt from 
local tolls and customs duties on their personal belongings, and would be 
liable to seizure for payment only of personal debts, but not for debts or 
taxes owed by the towns where they resided. Imports had still to be bal
anced against exports, and the ban on the export of prohibited products 
was repeated. Two days later, merchants were exempted from portRZgo 
levied on their persons anywhere in the kingdom. 

The merchants were particularly irritated because the king had or
dered an inquest to determine whether they were exporting forbidden 
goods or violating the principle of balancing exports and imports in the 
ports on the Bay of Biscay. In return for a servicio of 100,000 mara11edis 
and a chancery fee of 1000, payable by the merchants in the first coinage 
of his reign (la moneda de la primer11, guerra, de Gnuuula), the king par
doned them for previous violations. 75 

Alfonso X's economic policies were a concerted effort to raise his 
kingdom to a greater level of prosperity. The measures taken to conserve 
natural resources, to control the expansion of sheepherding, to establish 
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uniform weights and measures, to fix interest rates, to foster the growth 
of fairs, to achieve a balance of exports and imports, and to prevent the 
export of essential products whose loss might impoverish the kingdom, 
became the foundation of royal economic policy for generations to come . 

. The Moroccan invasion beginning in 1275, however, complicated the im
plementation of his policies and aroused intense discontent. 
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9. Literature and Learning 

Alfonso X, called el SR,l,;o, the Wise or the Learned, was an admirable 
scholar, poet, legis½ historian, and scientist. A truly learned man, "in 
whom God placed intelligence and understanding and knowledge beyond 
that of all the princes of his time," 1 he gathered about him an equipage of 
poets, legists, musicians, painters, scientists, and historians who collabo
rated with him in the production of a body of literature and scholarship 
unparalleled elsewhere in thirteenth-century Europe. 2 

A man of exceptionally broad learning and intellecrual curiosity, Al
fonso X seemed determined to raise the educational level of his people. To 
that end he set out to organize the entire body of human knowledge and 
to make it accessible to the widest possible audience. Acknowledging the 
unity of all knowledge and seeing it as a manifestation of God's presence, 
he believed that he was rendering homage to God and bringing God and 
humanity into closer communication. 

The Universities 

The task of achieving the unity of all knowledge in the thirteenth century 
was the particular aim of the newly-developing universities. Spain shared 
in this common European experience as two universities, one at Palencia, 
the other at Salamanca, were founded around the beginning of the cen
tury. By mid-century the University of Palencia, despite the efforts of Fer
nando III to resuscitate it, seems to have died out. Even though Pope 
Urban IV granted the doctors and scholars of Palencia the same privileges 
as their colleagues in the University of Paris, Palencia could not be re
vived. 3 The University of Salamanca, reinvigorated by Fernando III, en
joyed a much longer life. 4 

Conflict between town and gown apparently was one reason for the 
troubled state of the University of Salamanca at the accession of Alfonso X. 
In response to the University's complaints, he commanded the town coun-
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cil to protect the masters and scholars against injury and to respect their 
privileges. Recognizing the importance of the University as a center of 
learning, he gave it a definitive charter of privileges on 8 May I2S4, and an 
endowment of 2500 m1W111¥tlls to be expended on salaries and other neces
sities. 5 The faculty would include a master of civil laws with an annual 
salary of soo fflllrt111etlls and an assistant, a bachelor canon; a master of 
decrctals, receiving 300 ma.mvetlls; two masters of logic, two masters of 
grammar, and two masters of medicine at 200 nu,,m11etlls each; a stationer 
at 100 ""'1'1J1'etlls who was required to have all the necessary texts accu
rately transcribed; a master of organ and an apothecary, each receiving 
so m,mnetlis. The king also appointed two conservators at a yearly salary 
of 200 m1W11vetlls to protect the University and to uphold its statutes. One 
of the conservators received an additional 200 m,mnetlis for necessary Uni
versity expenses. The conservators, who were authorized to pay the mas
ters' salaries, had to give an annual accounting to the king. They would 
also fix an equitable scale of rents for student lodgings. To assure an ade
quate food supply, no one was permitted to interfere with those offering 
bread and wine for sale. 

The scholars were expected to respect the bishop, to observe any sen
tence of excommunication that he might impose, and not to have a com
mon University seal without his consent. The bishop and the diocesan 
master of scholars could arrest, imprison, or expel from the town quarrel
some or turbulent students. While admonishing the scholars to live in 
peace, the king commanded the municipal IUCllules to guard the Universi
ty's privileges and to punish citizens who injured students. 

Thus endowed, the University entered a new stage in its history. Al
fonso X also appealed to Pope Alexander IV to confirm his charter and to 
grant the graduates of Salamanca the liantui ubufue doce,ul,i or license to 
teach anywhere in Christendom. 6 The king subsequently renewed specific 
privileges and admonished the conservators to maintain the rights and 
privileges of the masters and scholars. In the midst of his rebellion against 
his father, Infante Sancho also confirmed the University's privilegcs.7 

The strength of the University and the extent to which the royal and 
papal privileges were implemented is difficult to assess for want of docu
mentation. Emphasizing the general weakness of the University, Garda 
Ballester pointed out that there is no evidence that two masters of medi
cine, as the king stipulated, taught at Salamanca; nor docs it appear that 
books on medicine were acquired for their use. 8 That may indeed be the 
case, but there is other evidence of the study of law and the functioning 
of the conservators. 9 
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The description of the ideal university in the P11rtidas (2,31,1-11) re
flects the characteristics of Salamanca and the difficulties encountered 
there. The prologue acknowledged the value of learning and scholarship: 
"Kingdoms and realms benefit from wise men and are guarded and guided 
by their counsel." The university ought to include masters of arts, canon, 
and civil law, whose salaries would be paid by the king in three annual 
installments. The remark that masters of law were entitled to the honors 
of knights and on that account were called sdiores de leyes emphasized the 
paramount importance of legal studies. All masters were exempt from tri
butes, military service, and public office. Anyone wishing to be admitted 
to that rank was required to demonstrate his knowledge of his discipline 
to the university authorities, who would then confer the honor of master 
upon him; he had to swear to teach his discipline well and loyally. 

The university ought to be situated in a pleasant, healthy town where 
masters and scholars could find good food and wine and cheap lodgings. 
The townspeople were admonished to honor and protect them. Despite 
restrictions on guilds, the masters and scholars were authorized to form 
an association and to choose a rector to direct their affairs. They were 
reminded of their duty to study and not to go about armed, seeking quar
rels, injuring themselves, and disturbing the townspeople. Assisted by a 
bedcl, the university authorities had the right to supervise stationers main
taining book stalls where scholars could purchase books at reasonable 
prices. Although the texts do not speak explicitly about the university cur
riculum other than to refer to the study of the seven liberal arts and civil 
and canon law, one can be sure that it was similar to that of other Euro
pean universities and that teaching was carried out in Latin, the language 
of the professional, clerical, and scholarly class. 

Whereas the University of Salamanca typified the model found else
where in Europe, Alfonso X, responding to the attraction of Muslim civi
lization whose evidence was all about him, conceived a unique form of the 
university. He proposed to establish at Seville, his favorite residence, a 
studium generale in which Latin and Arabic cultures would share equally. 
Thus on 28 December 1254 he declared that there should be "estudios and 
general schools of Latin and Arabic there." Guaranteeing the safety and 
security of the masters and scholars who came there, he also exempted 
them, their books and their goods from any tolls. 10 Later he purchased 
property near the ak4zlf.r as a residence for "the physicians who may come 
from afar," hoping that they would share "their great knowledge" through 
teaching, "because we have brought them hither for that reason." Pope 
Alexander IV assured the doctors and scholars of the studium generale of 
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Seville of the right to continue receiving the revenues of their respective 
benefices.11 The recorded history of the University of Seville during the 
reign of Alfonso X unfortunately terminates at that point. Nevertheless, 
the many translations from Arabic into the vernacular carried out during 
the reign suggest that the Arabic component of the estudio genm,J, en
visioned by the king flourished. 

Alfonso X, Scholar and Patron of Scholars 

Despite this attention to the structure and activities of the university, the 
chief center of intellectual life in thirteenth-century Castile was the court 
presided over by Alfonso X. As already noted, he summoned the most 
learned men he could find and set them to the task of compiling and com
posing a wide range of works that fall into four principal categories: legal, 
historical, scientific, and literary. Throughout, the didactic impulse is con
stantly in evidence. 

These were collaborative achievements in which the king played a 
significant part well beyond that of patron and bill-payer. Procter de
scribed his role as that of"an active general editor," who determined what 
books would be written or translated, assigned the task to specific clerks 
in his household, reviewed what they accomplished, corrected it, im
proved the language and style, and sometimes ordered new and better 
versions or translations to be executed. When he was satisfied, final, pol
ished, and often illuminated texts were written and deposited in his own 
chambcr. 12 

In a famous passage in the Genm,/, Estoria, Alfonso X reflected on his 
relationship with his collaborators: 

The king makes a book, not because he writes it with his hands, but because 
he sets forth the reasons for it, and he amends and corrects and improves 
them, and shows how they ought to be done; and although the one whom 
he commands may write them, we say, nevertheless, on this account that the 
king makes the book. u 

The names of various persons who worked with him arc known, but 
the role played by any one of them in compiling any of the works in 
question cannot be determined with precision. His collaborators included 
Christians from all the peninsular states; Italians, many of whom probably 
entered his service in conjunction with his imperial ambitions; and Jews, 
who concentrated principally on the task of translation. There is reason to 
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believe that the king and his c~workers were most active in the first de
cade of the reign and then again in the last decade. The revolt of the 
Mudcjars in 1264 and the subsequent effort to pacify the realm before 
embarking on the imperial journey in 127s seem to have distracted him 
from his literary labors in those middle years.14 

The king chose as the preferred instrument for the expression of 
his work the vernacular language, rather than Latin. 15 The vernacular 
had come into use in private documents in the twelfth century but Fer
nando III was the first peninsular ruler-· and perhaps the first in Europe
to employ it generally in public documents and for the translation of 
important legal texts such as the Visigothic Code. The Franciscan Juan Gil 
de Zamora remarked that because many things written in Latin seemed 
obscure, even to wise men, Alfonso X caused the translation into the ver
nacular of works relating to the tril'ium and tpuul,rivium, canon and civil 
law, and theology. He also composed many beautiful amtit,as in praise of 
the Virgin Mary. 16 Thus the king recognized that the vernacular could 
serve as an appropriate vehicle of literary and artistic expression. The de
cision to use the vernacular also assured that his works would reach a 
broad spectrum of the peninsular population, but it also limited their in
fluence in northern Europe. 17 

The Setenario 

Alfonso X's intellectual bent and the style of the works completed under 
his direction is reflected in the Setnuirio. Though usually thought to be 
one of the very first of the Alfonsine books, Craddock recently suggested 
that it may have been written in the king's final years. 18 The text does 
not mention anyone as the king's collaborator, but emphasizes that Fer
nando III (who "had a very great understanding to know God and all 
good things") had initiated it and, on his deathbed, commanded Al
fonso X to complete it ( art. 2, 6, 10). The title Setenario derives from the 
author's propensity to see God and the divine attributes in combinations 
of the number seven. Even the seven letters of the king's name, Alfonso, 
arc said to·illustrate the seven names of God, just as the first and last letters, 
A and 0, symbolize God, who is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end ( art. 1). The first eleven chapters or leyes are a eulogy of Fer
nando III, written or dictated by his son, and are among the most personal 
of all the Alfonsine texts. 

The Setenario has often been grouped among the king's legislative 
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works partly because it is divided into leyes. Vanderford described it as an 
introduction to the Siete Partidas, because there arc certain correspon
dences between it and the First Partitlll, but Craddock argued that it was 
a final and unfinished revision of the First P11rtuul.19 Nevertheless, the Se
tenario, unlike the Especulo and the P11rtidas, makes no pretense of being a 
code of laws for the kingdom. Rather the Setnuwio is a didactic work of 
theological and moral counsel intended for the use of Fernando III, his 
successors, and other members of the royal house. The purpose of the 
work as Fernando III conceived it was to set down in writing those things 
that would assist kings in doing good and avoiding evil. The Setnuwio, 
which they ought to consult frequently, was intended as a .fum, and a law 
for kings that would enable them to know how to maintain the people 
subject to them and to know what to do and to say. By looking into it as 
in a mirror ( espejo), they would sec how to correct errors and to do what 
needed to be done (art. 10). 

The Setnuwio was also an apology for the Christian faith, as it sought 
to show that Christianity was superior to any other religion. The pagan 
religions indeed were said to foreshadow Christianity. Beginning with the 
proposition that all wisdom, science, and knowledge is one in God, the 
book sets out to reveal the manner in which God is reflected in the seven 
liberal arts, the planets and stars, the signs of the zodiac, the articles of the 
creed, and the seven sacraments. Also included is a vernacular rendition of 
the canon of the mass (art. 104).20 

Despite the evident correspondence between certain sections of the 
Samaria and the First Partidll, there is no reason to conclude that the 
Setenario was conceived as an anticipation or a revision of the Partidas. It 
was rather a mirror for princes, which Alfonso X prized highly. In its 
present form it seems incomplete, and it is likely that the king was unable 
to finish it. In his will of 21 January 1284 he left the "Setnuwio which we 
made" to his heir, whoever that might be. Given the numoil of his last 
days, he may have believed that the book could offer good counsel to his 
successor. Ironically, this last bequest may have prompted his rebellious 
son, Sancho IV, to compose his own Libro de Castigos or book of counsel 
for his own son. 21 

Legal Works 

The royal concern to achieve greater uniformity in the legal system 
prompted Fernando III to initiate work on several codes of law that were 
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eventually brought to completion by his son. As the Alfonsine codes have 
been discussed in a previous chapter, it will suffice here to summarize what 
has already been said. The earliest codes were the Especulo ( only five of its 
books are extant), a comprehensive and systematic exposition of the law 
of the king's court, and the Fum, re,u (consisting of four books), granted 
as a municipal fum, to the municipalities of Castile and Extremadura. Both 
were probably promulgated in the cortes of Toledo in 12S4. Work on the 
greatest of the Alfonsine codes, the Siete Partituu or Libra del fum, de UIS 
leyes, was begun in 1258 and concluded in 1265.12 As the king reserved the 
right to revise the Especulo, he seems not to have thought it necessary to 
promulgate the P11rtidiu, an amplified version of that text. The first refer
ence to the Siete Ptirtid&s, a code divided into seven parts, is found in the 
Leyes del estilo of the reign of Sancho IV.13 The influence of the Partituu on 
the subsequent development of Hispanic law has been profound. 

Although the names of the jurists responsible for the compilation of 
the Alfonsine codes arc unknown, MacDonald sketched the careers of 
many potential contributors to the work. Among the king's likely collabo
rators were two distinguished legal scholars, Jacobo de las leycs ( d. 1294) 

and Fernando Martfnez de Zamora (d. 1275). Jacobo de las lcyes, a native 
of Italy and perhaps a member of the Giunta family of Venice, came to the 
court of Fernando III where he served as tutor to Infante Alfonso. 24 For 
the instruction of the Infante, who asked him to prepare a brief selection 
of "flowers of the law, so that you might understand and determine these 
pleas according to the laws of the wisemcn," he composed his treatise on 
procedural law, appropriately entitled Flores de derecho. The first of its three 
books concerned the office of judge and the litigants; book II dealt with 
procedures, and book III with sentences and appeals. Entitling himself 
juez a a,ua/lero del rrey de Castilla, he also wrote the Doctrinal de pleitos in 
six books for his son Bonajunta; this too focused on legal procedure. In a 
reflection that perfectly described his own career, he explained in the pro
logue: "the saber de UIS leyes contains doctrines that arc very much to the 
advantage of the one who learns it well and he is on that account honored 
wherever he goes and especially in the household of kings and other great 
lords." Finally, there is his brief Sum11 de los nune tiempos de los pleitos, 
concerning summonses, appearance in court, postponements, proofs, sen
tences, and so forth. 15 As one of the partitioners of Murcia in 1269, he also 
received lands there. 26 

Another important jurist was Master Fernando de Zamora, a canon 
and archdeacon of Zamora, mentioned in the Leyes del estilo ( art. 192). Also 
called Fernando Martinez, he served as a royal notary and no doubt as a 
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reward was elected bishop of Oviedo (1269-1275); he was also one of the 
royal envoys to Gregory X and the Council of Lyon in 1274. 27 He was the 
author of a book on legal procedure, the Suma del orden judicial, and prob
ably also of the Marg11rit11 de los pleitos. 28 Master Roldan, another of the 
jurists, was assigned to prepare the Ordnuuniento de lRs tafurerias regulat
ing games of chance and gambling in 1276, because these matters were not 
included in the other law books. 29 

History 

Another major accomplishment of Alfonso X and his collaborators was 
the composition of two major historical works. The historiographical tra
dition of medieval Castile was rooted ultimately in Isidore of Seville's 
Historui de regibus gothorum, which served as a model for succeeding 
chronicles that linked the history of Asturias-Le6n-Castile with that of the 
Visigoths. 30 The historical narratives of the first centuries of the recon
quest, though comparatively few in number, focused on the deeds of kings 
and were sponsored by kings. Not suprisingly then, Fernando III encour
aged Rodrigo Jimenez de Rada, archbishop of Toledo (d. 1247), to write 
a broadly conceived history of the peninsula from its initial peopling down 
to 1237 just after the fall of C6rdoba. Written in highly polished Latin, the 
De rebus Hispaniae set the standard for historical writing in medieval 
Spain. Somewhat earlier, Queen Berenguela prompted Bishop Lucas of 
Tuy (d. 1249), an historian endowed with much less of a critical sense, to 

compose a Chronicon mundi, extending from creation to the conquest of 
C6rdoba. 31 

Thus Alfonso X inherited an interest in historical studies from his 
father and his grandmother, but developed it much more fully. A poet 
writing in 12so testified that the future king was even then occupied "in 
cronicis." 32 History, "the knowledge of things that were," served a didactic 
purpose as it provided examples of conduct for humanity to imitate or to 
avoid. Yet it also reflected, as Aristotle pointed out, each person's natural 
desire to know what had happened in earlier ages. Furthermore, the ac
quisition of historical knowledge was a legitimate source of delight and 
pleasure. Alfonsine historiography was characterized by the employment 
of as many sources as possible, including poetic and Arabic materials, all 
of which would be worked into a coherent whole. In a significant depar
ture from the preceding epoch, the decision was made to present history 
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addition, as the compilers endeavored to rework and harmonize the di
verse sources they employed, they often commented upon earlier events, 
and in that sense the Estoria has particular value as a thirteenth-century 
reflection on the past. The Estoria, moreover, became the model for the 
royal and general chronicles of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, and 
firmly established Castilian as a suitable vehicle for historical writing. 39 

In the course of composing the Estoria de Espanna, the vision of Al
fonso X and his collaborators widened and they conceived the idea of writ
ing a history of the world, of which Spain was a part. Around 1270- 1274 

work on the Gmerlll Estoria began. Intended as a universal history from 
creation "until our own time," the Gmenil Estoria was never completed 
and its surviving six parts, each of which is as long as the Estoria de 
Esp11,nn11, extended only to the birth of Christ. Adopting an annalistic 
framework, the compilers endeavored to integrate biblical and secular his- \ 
tory, freely translating a good part of the Old Testament and intercalating 
material drawn from such pagan and Christian authors as Josephus, Eu
sebius, Jerome, Petrus Comestor, Geoffrey of Monmouth, Godfrey of Vi
terbo and others. The Gmenil Estoria has great value for the study of the 
development of the Castilian language, but its importance as an historical 
source is limited, save when comparisons with or reflections on contem
porary situations were included in the ten. 40 

One may strongly suspect that several authors who achieved dis
tinction by writing in Latin also actively participated in these vernacular 
historiographical enterprises. Chief among the Latin authors was Juan Gil 
de Zamora (d. 1318), a Franciscan educated at the University of Paris, and 
tutor to the king's son and eventual successor, Sancho IV. His principal 
work, written about 1278 and dedicated to his distinguished pupil, was 
the Liber de preamiis Hispanuie, a book extolling the glories of Spain. 41 His 
Liber de preconiis cwitlltis Nunumtine sang the praise of ancient Numantia, 
in his judgment the forerunner of his native Zamora. 42 Also notable arc 
his biographical sketches of Alfonso IX, Fernando III, and Alfonso X, 
which contain details not found in other historians.43 Juan Gil also con
tributed to the formation of the Ca.ntigas de S1U1,t11, Mtm/1 by collecting 
in his Liber Mllnllt stories of the Virgin Mary's miraculous intervention in 
the lives of various saints. 44 At the king's request he also composed Latin 
hymns for the Office of the Virgin Mary.45 Several other works remain in 
manuscript. 46 

At the king's command, Bernardo de Brihuega, a canon of Seville 
who described himself as the king's cleric, compiled a collection of lives of 
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in the vernacular rather than in Latin. 33 There were two principal examples 
of the new vernacular historiography, namely, the Estorui de 'Esp11,11ui and 
the Gmm,l Estorui. 34 

Alfonso X and his collaborators initially proposed to write a general 
history of Spain from the earliest times down to his own day. The Estorui 
de 'Esptmn11, as he called it, consists of two parts. 35 The first, beginning 
with creation and the settlement and domination of Spain by successive 
waves of Greeks, Carthaginians, Romans, and Visigoths, extends to the 
Muslim conquest; the second part continues peninsular history from Pe
layo, the first king of Asturias, through the later kings of Lc6n-Castilc 
construed as heirs of the Visigoths, to the death of Fernando m. 
Throughout, the Estorui follows an annalistic pattern, synchronizing the 
era of Caesar, the Christian era, and the reigns of secular and religious 
rulers. The extraordinary attention given to the history of the Roman 
Empire and its medieval continuation rcflcct.s, in Frakcr's judgment, Al
fonso X's belief that his election as emperor linked the history of Spain 
with the deeds of his imperial predecessors. 36 

Menendez Pidal argued that the Estorui tie 'EspllmUI was begun in 1270 

when the king borrowed several volumes used in the work. Procter re
jected that conclusion as undcmonstrablc, contending that while no exact 
date of composition can be given, it is likely that the king's men were at 
work on the project from the beginning of the reign. Historians arc agreed 
that the first part of the Estorui de 'Esptmna was completed in finished form 
in Alfonso X's lifetime; the second part, marked by erasures, interlinear 
corrections, and references to Sancho IV, probably was a rough draft pre
pared dwing the reign of Alfonso X, and undergoing final revision in his 
son's time. 37 

The compilers strucnircd the Estorui de 'Esptmna on Archbishop Rod
rigo's De rebus Hispanuu, using both the Latin text and a vernacular ver
sion. They also drew on Rodrigo's Roman and Arabic histories, Lucas of 
Tuy's Chnmide, the Roman and early Christian histories of Suetonius, 
Euscbius, Orosius, and Isidore of Seville, and such medieval authors as 
Vincent of Beauvais and Sigebert of Gcmbloux. The use of the aintares de 
gesta or popular epic poems, some of which arc no longer extant, was 
extensive. Utilizing the C.ntar de mlo Cid, for example, the compilers de
voted far more attention to the Cid than to Alfonso VI, the conqueror of 
Toledo. 38 

The Estorui de 'Espanna has an immediate historical value as the major 
narrative for the last years of Fernando III, that is, from 1237 to 12s2. In 
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martyrs, virgins and holy women from St. Stephen to the time of Con
stantine. 47 When he showed the first two parts of his work to the king, he 
was ordered to correct what he had done and to search through all the 
monasteries of the realm for additional material. The collection was even
tually translated into Portuguese. Among Bernard's other writings was a 
Flos SIUl&torlml or collection of saint's lives, and a lost chronicle. 48 Another 
of the king's co-workers, the Dominican friar Rodrigo Manuel de Cerrato, 
wrote the lives of various saints and a chronicle. 49 

Translations from the Arabic 

The astronomical and astrological lore contained in the Setnuwio revealed 
the king's interest in science and in what is thought of today as pseudo
science. This led him to attempt to absorb the body of Arabic scientific 
wisdom and to bring it to the consciousness of his people by translating 
Arabic treatises into Castilian. In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 
scholars working at Toledo under the patronage of the archbishops pro
duced translations into Latin whose impact on the course of European 
learning was significant. While the Tolcdan translators seem to have con
tinued working in the latter part of the thirteenth century, Alfonso X's 
scholars probably did most of their work at Seville where he frequently 
resided, and where, as already indicated, he proposed to establish an estu
/UO gmm,l in Latin and Arabic. For the most part the translators were Jews 
who sometimes labored with the &Wistancc of Christians. Sometimes both 
a Castilian and a Latin translation were produced. Millas Vallicrosa con
cluded that the translations were accurate, in accordance with Alfonso X's 
constant admonition that the text be rendered clearly and exactly. 50 Several 
translations completed in the first decade of the reign were revised in the 
last decade when the king seems to have been inspired by a broader con
ception of knowledge. 

The translation enterprise was a vast one, if the words of Alfonso X's 
nephew Juan Manuel arc to be taken literally. He stated that the king 
caused to be translated into Castilian all the sciences, including theology, 
logic, the seven liberal arts, mechanics, "the entire sea of the Moors" ("so 
that the errors into which Mubammad,. their false prophet, led them, 
would appear"), and the entire law of the Jews including the Talmud and 
the CIUIIUII, which prefigured Christianity. Both ecclesiastical and secular 
laws were also turned into Romance. Juan Manuel may be referring to the 
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substance of the several books that were produced under the king's guid
ance rather than to distinct volumes on each of the topics mentioned in 
his list.51 

Many of the translations surely reflected the king's personal interest 
in astronomy and its medieval handmaiden, astrology. These included the 
Libro del saber de astronomia, a collection of fifteen Arabic treatises dating 
from the ninth to the twelfth centuries. 52 The king expressed his desire 
"that the great virtues and wonders that God attributed to the things he 
had made should be known by intelligent men who would be helped 
thereby, and that God might be praised, loved, and accepted." The first 
treatise identified diverse stars and constellations. Succeeding treatises de
scribed the construction of astronomical instruments, such as the celestial 
globe or sphere, the astrolabe, the quadrant, and clocks of various types. 
These would be used in the compilation of the Alfonsine Tables discussed 
below. Most of the works were translated between 12ss and 1259 by the 
Jews Ychuda el Cohencso, Isaac ibn Sid (Rabi~g de Toledo), Samuel cl 
Levi de Toledo, and by the king's clerics, Guillen Arrem6n Daspa, a canon 
of Seville, and Master Juan Daspa. 53 When they had finished their task the 
king revised it, correcting the language and eliminating harsh passages and 
repetitions that were unsuitable for good Castilian ( CRStellano drecho). The 
collection was assembled between 1276 and 1279 by Master Juan de Mes
sina, a Sicilian, Master Juan de Cremona, a Lombard, and the aforesaid 
Yehuda and Samuel. 54 

On the king's orders original astronomical observations charting the 
position of the planets and the stars during the ten years from 1262 to 1272 

were carried out at Toledo and then compiled in the Alfimsine Tables.55 

Those entrusted with the task, the royal physician, Yehuda b. Mose, and 
Rabbi Isaac b. Sid, stated that "because he loved and appreciated the sci
ences," Alfonso X ordered the manufacture of the astronomical instru
ments that Ptolemy mentioned in his Alfflll!Jest. With these instruments 
Toledan astronomers were able to correct the observations of the eleventh
century astronomer, Azarquiel or al-Zarqali of C6rdoba. Given the king's 
interest and patronage, the astronomers entitled their book the "book of 
the tablas Alfons{es." The Alfimsine Tables were widely known throughout 
Europe in the later Middle Ages, but were supplanted in the later sixteenth 
century by the Prutenic or Prussian Tables based upon the Copernican 
system.56 

Among the lesser works on astronomy that attracted the king's at
tention was the Libro de los canones deAlbateni of al-Battani (d. 929), trans
lated by Isaac b. Sid (Rabi~ag). 57 
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With the intent of applying the principles of astronomy to the reali
ties of daily life, Alfonso X also set out to compile a collection of astro
logical treatises. Only the index and table of contents of this collection 
known as the Libro de las fomuu e de las ymagenes are extant. Formed be
tween 1276 and 1279 on the orders of the king, "tmUUlur de sciencuu & de 
saberes," the collection included eleven treatises. 58 

The most important was a complex and sophisticated work reflecting 
classical Graeco-Arabic astrology, namely, the Libro conplulo de los jUIUZios 
de u,s estrelu&s of Ibn Abi-1-Rijal or Abenragel (d. 1040), translated into 
Castilian in 1254 by Yehuda b. Mose and then translated into Latin. 59 One 
of the Latin translations was by Alvaro of Oviedo or Toledo, who also 
wrote a commentary on Averroes's De substantui orbis. The other trans
lation was done by the Italians, Pietro de Reggio and Egidio Tebaldi of 
Parma; the latter also did a Latin translation of Ptolemy's Liber IJUlldripar
titum. 60 The older astrological tradition of the Late Roman Empire and 
the Visigothic era was represented, in Vemet's judgment, by the much 
simpler Libro de uu cruces of cubayd Allah al-Istiji. As it was easier and less 
expensive to cast a horoscope using the methods in the Libro de las cruces, 
Sarns6 suggested that Alfonso X hoped to create a popular astrology 
within the reach of all social classes.61 

Other works of this sort included the Lapidl,rio, a treatise on the 
magical qualities of stones, which the then Infante Alfonso found in the 
possession of a Jew in Toledo in 1243. 62 He entrusted the task of translation 
to his physician Yehuda b. Mosca el menur, a man learned in astronomy 
who knew both Arabic and Latin; he may be identified with Yehuda b. 
Moses ha-Kohen, a member of the distinguished lbn Sudan family. As
sisted by Gard Perez, a cleric and also a knowledgeable astronomer, he 
completed the translation in 1250. The illwninations accompanying the 
text are exceptionally beautiful.63 In a similar vein, the Picatrix, an Arabic 
treatise translated into Latin, contained a melange of information concern
ing the magical properties of the planets and stars. 64 

Given the king's intense interest in astronomy and astrology, it seems 
odd that he did not commission the translation of any of the numerous 
works of Graeco-Arabic medicine circulating in the Jewish communities 
in the peninsula. Certainly he availed himself of the services of Jewish 
physicians who had that body of medical knowledge at their fingertips, 
but no medical treatise is known to have been written or translated during 
his reign. 

Of an entirely different character but of particular interest is the Liber 
scale Mlltbometi or Livre de leschiele Mahomet, or Muhammad's Ladder. 
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First translated from Arabic into Castilian (now lost) by the king's physi
cian, Abraham, it was then translated from Castilian into Latin and French 
by the royal notary, Bonaventura of Siena, who completed it in May 1264. 

This talc recounts Muhammad's journey in the company of the Angel Ga
briel through the seven heavens until he encountered God Himself. Ga
briel then showed him the seven levels in hell, where all the damned suffer 
torment. Encouraged by Gabriel to believe that God had chosen him as 
his prophet, Muhammad then returned to Mecca to call his people to a 
life pleasing to God. Asfn Palacios pointed out the similarity between this 
talc and Dante's Di:Pi,ui Commedui; possibly the work was brought to 
Dante's attention by Brunetto Latini, Florence's envoy to Castile in 1260. 

The question of Dante's dependence on the Liber sca/.e MR&bometi contin
ues to be disputed. 65 

Several other works in a lighter vein were translated. Stressing the 
importance of appropriate recreational activities, Alfonso X commissioned 
a translation of the Libra de 11jedrez, IUldos e tllblas, an illuminated volume 
on chess completed in 1283.66 More than likely before he ascended the 
throne he was also responsible for the translation in 1251 of the collection 
of oriental talcs known as Caliui e Dig,ui. His brother Fadrique two years 
later had a translation made of another Arabic work, the Libra de los m-
gtmnos e 11S11ya,,,imtos de las ""'Beres, a treatise on the wiles and tricks of 
women. 67 

Poetry 

Whereas the prose works compiled in the court of Alfonso X were written 
in the Castilian vernacular, the greatest collection of poetry composed un
der his patronage employed Gallegan-Portugucsc, the tongue of Galicia 
and Portugal. 68 

The court of Alfonso X was a mecca for poets everywhere. Several 
Proven~al poets declared their desire to visit the court because they had 
heard of the king's great generosity and his appreciation of poetry. Guiraut 
Riquier (d. 1292), the last of the troubadours, spent a decade in the Castil
ian court, while Gil Perez Conde and Gonzalo Eanes do Vinhal were 
among several Portuguese poets who found refuge there after the depo
sition of Sancho II. Others came from Castile, Catalonia, and Arag6n, but 
perhaps the most notable were the Galicians, Airas Nunes, a cleric of San
tiago, Joao Airas de Santiago, Pero da Ponte, Pai G6mcz Charino, later 
admiral of Castile, Pero d'Ambroa, and Joan Garda de Guilhade. 69 
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Many were cultivated men of noble rank, who identified themselves 
in the Proven¢ manner as trrmulores or troubadours, and created poetry 
of a high order and of lasting value. They often employed jugll,,m or min
strels to sing their compositions while accompanying themselves on mu
sical instruments, but they also tended to disdain the jugltires as performers 
rather than creative artists. Typical of Galician lyric poetry were songs of 
love ( u,ntigas de MnOr, or de mn~o ), and songs of abuse and derision ( am
tigRS tl'esairnho e """1lezir). 70 

Not only was Alfonso X a friend to poets, he was also a practitioner 
of their art. While his name is most closely associated with the CMltigRS de 
S1mt11 M11rlll, he was also the author of a body of profane poetry in the 
Galician tongue. Some thirty-nine songs of abuse and five love songs arc 
attributed to him. Some were in the form of tmsones or poetic dialogues 
with other poets. 71 In several poems he expressed his annoyance with 
knights who failed to fulfill their military obligations, while in others he 
mocked ecclesiastical figures, such as the womanizing dean of Cadiz, 
nobles whose pretensions exceeded their capacity, and solillul,m,s or women 
who entertained the court by singing and dancing and whose moral code 
was rather loose. The poems concerning Marfa Perez Balteira, a woman of 
great popularity in the court, arc quite obscene. 72 

Nevertheless, Alfonso X's fame as a poet rests primarily on the C11n
tigas tle Sant11 M11rlll, a collection of more than 400 poems or hymns 
recounting miracles performed through the intercession of the Virgin 
Mary.73 Drawing on the vast European repertory of miracle stories, the 
king initially intended to form a collection of one hundred poems, but 
in time more than four hundred were written. The volumes containing 
the C11ntigas were beautifully illuminated, illusttating in cartoon form the 
course of each story. 74 Accompanied by musical notation, the C11ntigRS 
obviously were intended to be sung, especially on the principal feast days 
of the Virgin Mary, as the king directed in his last will. 75 Numerous studies 
of specific themes in the CantigRS have been written. 76 

Singing the praises of the Virgin Mary, Alfonso X described himself 
as her troubadour: 

And what I wish is to tell the praise 
of the Virgin, the Mother of Our Lord, 
Holy Mary, the best thing that He made; 
and so I want to be her troubadour, 
and I ask her to desire me as her 
troubadour and to want to receive 
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my song wherein I wish to reveal 
the miracles that she worked ... 77 

Although most critics have assumed that Alfonso X authored all these 
poems, that is doubtful. After taking a hard look at the entire collection, 
Mcttmann concluded that the king probably was responsible for about 
ten, that three to six other poets were represented, and that the principal 
author and coordinator of the entire work was the cleric Airas Nunes. 78 

However that may be, Snow is correct in describing the Cant¥Jas de 
Santa M11ria as Alfonso X's spiritual autobiography because they express 
his hope that the Virgin Mary as his advocate would intercede before the 
divine tribunal to win for him pardon, salvation, and eternal life. 79 The 
Can#tJas arc a valuable historical source in that some of the poems have a 
very personal character and were written in the first person. Others com
ment on contemporary events and may be attributed to the king or at least 
to his inspiration. They reveal his trust in the Virgin Mary and her care for 
him in time of illness ( 209, 235, 279, 354, 366-367). Others reflect his views 
of the royal touch (321), his aspiration to drive the Moors from Spain, his 
wars against Granada and Morocco (169, 181, 215, 323, 34S, 360, 401, 406), 

and the development of Puerto de Santa Maria, intended to guard the 
Straits against Moroccan invasion (328, 356-359,364, 366-368, 371 -372, 37 4-

37S, 377- 379, 381 - 382, 385, 389, 391 -393, 398). C11n#tJa 386, describing the 
cortes held at Seville in 1281, the last of the reign, also was probably the 
work of his pen. 

Alfonso X has justly been called el Sllhio, for he was truly wise and 
learned. The historical, legal, scientific and literary works created under his 
patronage and active direction had no match in any other European court 
of his day. His personal intellectual achievements likely surpassed those of 
any contemporary monarch. Alone among his royal colleagues, he dis
played a poetic capacity of high caliber, bringing to life poetry that was 
humorous, satirical, scatological, realistic, and devotional. As the avowed 
troubadour of the Virgin Mary, he created in the C11n#tJas de Santa Maria 
one of the artistic treasures of western civilization. 
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The Hispanic Empire 

Alfonso X was acutely conscious of the Hispanic imperial tradition devel
oped in the kingdom of Lc6n in the tenth and eleventh centuries. Based 
on the supposition that the Visigothic inheritance had been handed on to 
the kings of Lc6n, it was believed that they had a responsibility to recon
stitute the Visigothic kingdom by extending their dominion over all the 
peoples, whether Christian or Muslim, who inhabited the Iberian penin
sula. This theory obviously did not achieve full reality, but Alfonso VI 
(1065-1109) gave it expression when he called himself impemtor Hisp11nUle, 
as did his grandson, Alfonso VII (1126-1157), who was crowned as em
peror of Spain at Lc6n in 1135.1 The latter's division of his realms between 
his two sons, Fernando II (1157-1188) of Lc6n and Sancho III (1157-1158) 

of Castile, made it impossible for either of them to claim the imperial title. 
Fernando II did call himself rex Hispanuie or rex Hisptmuin1m, perhaps in 
conscious imitation of the title rex R"""""°""' used by the German king 
before being crowned as Holy Roman Emperor. Just as this title suggested 
Fernando II's territorial aspirations, the descriptive phrase nondum impe
mtor indicated his intention eventually to assume the imperial title. 2 His 
son Alfonso IX (1188-1230) did not use these titles, but his attempt to seize 
the kingdom of Castile after the death of his cousin Enrique I (1214-1217) 

was prompted by the realization that by unifying the two kingdoms, his 
assumption of the imperial crown would have greater credibility. 3 

The possibility of reasserting the Lconcsc imperial tradition was 
greatly enhanced when Fernando III, already king of Castile, succeeded 
Alfonso IX as king of Lc6n in December 1230. His contemporaries spoke 
of him in language suggesting his exaltation above other rulers. Bishop 
Lucas of Tuy's description of Fernando III as "a knight and vicar of 
Christ," who "acknowledged himself as a sinner and unworthy vicar in the 
whole realm of the Spaniards," implied a claim to unlimited peninsular 
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hegemony. Using the imperial terminology of ancient Rome and of the 
medieval empire of Charlemagne rather than of the kings of Lc6n, Rod
rigo Jimenez de Rada, Archbishop of Toledo, dedicated his history of 
Spain to "his most serene lord, the unconquered and always august, Fer
nando, king by God's grace."• 

Alfonso X tells us that his father wanted his realm to be called an 
empire rather than a kingdom, "and wanted to be crowned as emperor, as 
were others of his lineage," but he decided that "it was not the time to do 
so." This statement is corroborated by Alberic ofTroisfontaincs, who re
corded that in the year 123-4-"King Fernando of Castile presented a petition 
in the Roman curia to the effect that he wished to have the name of em
peror and a blessing, as certain of his ancestors had had." 5 Fernando nrs 
resolve to seek papal approval of his assumption of the imperial title was 
quite unusual, as there is no evidence that his predecessors had done so. 
Alberic's comment must mean either that Fernando nrs ancestors had 
used the title of emperor or that they had received a papal blessing, not 
that the pope had confirmed their imperial pretensions. 

The papal response is unknown, but it is likely that Gregory IX, then 
engaged in controversy with Emperor Frederick II, attempted to dissuade 
Fernando III from pressing the issue on the grounds that thirteenth
century Europe could not afford two emperors, even if the imperial am
bitions of one were confined to Spain and not advanced as universal. The 
pope may also have given thought to the possibility that the claimant to 
the emperorship of Spain was married to a Hohenstaufen princess, and 
that at some future time that might be the basis for also presenting a claim 
to the universal empire. Whether put off by the pope's fine words, rejected 
outright, or hoping for a more propitious occasion, Fernando III never 
called himself emperor of Spain. 

There can be no doubt, however, that Alfonso X, who aspired to the 
throne of the Holy Roman Empire, was fully conscious of the Lconcsc 
concept of empire, and may have had in mind the fusion of both imperial 
traditions. He understood full well the Lconcsc link with the Visigothic 
past and the significance of Toledo as the scat of Visigothic glory. Soon 
after his accession, "on account of the honor of the emperors and kings 
whence we descend, who lie there," he praised the glories of the Toledan 
church where the Virgin Mary had appeared to St. Ildefonsus (the king's 
namesake). Recalling that he himself had been born and baptized there, 
he was also well aware that Alfonso VI, the conqueror of the city, had 
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used the title emperor of Toledo. There is reason to believe that during his 
first cortes held in Toledo in 125+, Alfonso X assumed the royal crown in 
the presence not only of his Christian subjects, but also of the M<X>rish 
kings who were his vassals. 6 There t<X>, early in 1259, he convened the 
cortes concerning his recent election to the Holy Roman Empire. 7 Perhaps 
he also wished to use that occasion to resurrect Lconesc pretensions to 
hegemony over the entire peninsula. Toledo would be an appropriate 
place to do so. 

Some years later he stressed the importance of Toledo again, when he 
recalled that Fernando III had wished to transfer the body of the Visi
gothic King Wamba ( 672-680) from Pampliega to Toledo, but was unable 
to do so. "Knowing that King Wamba was of the lineage of the Goths and 
lord of the Spains and of many other lands that he gained by the grace of 
God," Alfonso X, during the cortes of Burgos in 1272, commanded that 
the body be taken to Toledo, "which in the time of the Goths was the 
head of Spain (Cllbeza de Esplmll) and where anciently the emperors were 
crowned, and also because he (Wamba) was one of the lords who honored 
it and did greater deeds there than any other." Juan Gil de Zamora re
counted that Alfonso X, "elected king of the Romans," had Wamba's body 
transferred to Toledo, where he had been anointed by the bishop. He also 
praised Wamba because "he ruled from sea to sea, including Tangier, the 
city in Africa, extending his rule as far as the Rhone." 8 In Alfonso X's 
mind, Toledo, Wamba, Alfonso VI, and Alfonso VII were linked together 
in the Hispanic imperial tradition. 

Alfonso X's sense of the unity of Spain as an empire is reflected in a 
passage in the Estoria de Espan,u, referring to Fernando I's (1035-1065) 

plan to divide Castile and Lc6n between his sons. Sancho, the eldest, ob
jected, saying that the Visigoths, who had once ruled the entire peninsula, 
had decreed that "the empire of Spain" ought not to be divided. On the 
contrary, "it should always be under one lord, and on that account, no one 
should or could divide it, because God had joined together the greater 
part of it." 9 

Nevertheless, the political realities had changed significantly since the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. Given the political geography of the mid
thirteenth century, Alfonso X probably still aspired to gain recognition of 
his dominant position by asserting a feudal hegemony over the other pen
insular monarchs. He knew, for example, that at the time of his imperial 
coronation in 1135 Alfonso VII counted among his vassals the king of Na-
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varrc and the prince of Arag6n. In like manner, Alfonso X's vassals in• 
eluded the Moorish kings of Granada, Murcia, and Niebla. Perhaps he 
hoped to persuade other peninsular rulers, especially the kings of Portugal 
and Navarre, to become his vassals as well. As a king of kings, his claim to 
be emperor of Spain would be firmly grounded. 

That his peninsular ambitions were not mere fantasy is indicated by 
Jaime I of Arag6n's appointment in 12s9 of a procurator to oppose any 
assertion that Alfonso X "should be an Hispanic emperor and that we and 
our kingdoms and lands should be in any subjection to him by reason of 
empire." Jaime I clearly saw Alfonso X's imperial election as a threat to his 
own independence. 10 

Other evidence suggests the same conclusion. The prologue to the 
Estorili de Esp11,nn11, described the king in a bit of Latin verse as follows: 

Nobilis Hcsperic princcps, quam gracia Cristi 
Ultrix perfidic saluauit ab omine tristi 
Princeps laudandus, Alfonso nominc dictus 
Princcps inuictus, princeps scmper vcnerandus. 

Princeps was an old imperial title, and Princeps Hesperie clearly stressed that 
he was the ruler of Spain. The concluding lines, "Princcps laudandus . . . 
princeps inuictus, princeps scmpcr vencrandus," seem to be an imperial 
litany of sorts. The Castilian version of the Latin text reads as follows: 

El noble principe de Espanna, al qual la gracia de Jhcsu 
Cristo vcngadera de la porfia lo saluo de toda cosa triste 
Principe digno de alaban~, Alfonso nonbrado por nonbre, 
Principe nunca vcncido, principe venerabile. 11 

Alfonso X's desire to resurrect the Hispanic empire of his ancestors 
likely fueled the persistence with which he pursued the title of Holy Ro· 
man Emperor. The integration of the Roman and Hispanic imperial tra· 

ditions in his mind was reflected in the popular perception of his 
intentions. The Catalan historian, Ramon Muntaner, recording the king's 
journey in I27S to obtain papal recognition of his status as Holy Roman 
Emperor, remarked that Alfonso X wished to be "emperor of Spain." 12 If 
he had succeeded in gaining the crown of the Holy Roman Empire, he 
would have interpreted it as giving him an imperial supremacy in Spain, 
whether his fellow monarchs acknowledged it or not. 
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The Duchy of Gascony and the English Alliance 

Although Gascony, then ruled by the king of England, was not part of 
Spain nor of the Visigothic legacy, Alfonso X recognized that its acqui
sition could further his ambition to dominate the peninsula. Control of 
the duchy would enable him to bring greater pressure on neighboring 
Navarre and Arag6n. He would also gain access to the shipbuilding capa
bility of Bayonne, thereby furthering plans for his crusade in North Africa 
and enhancing the security of the Castilian seaports on the Bay of Biscay. 
Even if he failed to acquire Gascony, an alliance with England might 
achieve the same results. 13 

Soon after his accession, he advanced Castilian rights to Gascony 
based on his descent from Alfonso VIII, who claimed the duchy as the 
dowry of his wife Eleanor, daughter of Henry II of England. 14 Al
fonso VIII vainly attempted to seize the duchy in 120s, but a new oppor
tunity for Castilian intervention arose when the unruly Gascon nobility, 
disgusted with the iron-handed rule of the English authorities, appealed 
to Alfonso X. In 12s3, Gaston and Guy, viscounts respectively of Beam and 
Limoges, visited Seville and pledged homage and fealty to the Castilian 
kin 15 g. 

Wary of continual Castilian meddling, King Henry III of England 
appointed envoys in May 1253 to negotiate a settlement and a marital alli
ance. Terms were discussed at Burgos during the summer, but at the close 
of the year he expressed fear of an invasion by Christian and Muslim forces 
under Alfonso X's command. No doubt this was a bid for domestic sup
port, but it seems unlikely that Alfonso X seriously contemplated an in
vasion of Gascony. Negotiations continued in any casc.16 

A treaty concluded at Toledo on 31 March 1254 provided for the mar
riage of Alfonso X's sister, Leonor, to Henry Ill's son, Edward, to whom 
the Castilian monarch yielded his rights to Gascony. In return, Henry III 
promised to aid the projected Castilian invasion of North Africa if the 
papacy would release him from other crusading obligations. Prince Ed
ward would also join Castile in war against Navarre. Alfonso X interceded 
for Gaston de Beam and other Gascon rebels, asking that they be par
doned and their lands restored to them. 17 Rather pleased with this settle
ment, Alfonso X informed his Gascon allies of the treaty, and assured 
Henry III that half the movable booty taken in Africa would be his; he 
also guaranteed that Prince Edward could retain whatever he gained in 
Navarre. 18 Despite that, it is problematical that Henry III actually consid-
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ered participating in the African crusade or allowing his son to participate 
in the Navarrese conflict. 

The fulfillment of the terms of the treaty prompted Alfonso X to 
"hold a very great cortes with the princes and nobles of his realms" at 
Burgos in the fall of 1254. This seems to have been primarily a festive 
assembly convoked to celebrate the marriage between Prince Edward, 
then sixteen years of age, and Leonor, about fourteen. 19 Edward made his 
entrance into Burgos on 18 October and received the accolade of knight
hood from Alfonso X in the royal convent of Las Huclgas de Burgos, just 
outside the city walls, where the wedding was solemnized on All Saints 
Day. 20 At that time, Alfonso X made a solemn renunciation of his rights 
to Gascony, promising to destroy all pertinent documentation. A month 
later he released Gaston de Beam from his oath of fealty. 21 

Subsequent difficulties in implementing the terms of the treaty, espe
cially the restoration of Alfonso X's Gascon allies to their estates, led to 
further tensions. 12 In 1256, according to Matthew Paris, Alfonso X ex
pressed regret that he had made peace with Henry III, a monarch who 
neglected to keep his word; threatening to invade Gascony, he persuaded 
a reluctant Henry III to restore Gaston de Bearn.13 Although the English 
king continued to drag his feet in this regard, relations between the two 
monarchs thereafter focused primarily on Alfonso X's projected African 
crusade and his claims to the Holy Roman Empire, topics that will be 
treated in subequcnt chapters. 

Alfonso X realistically had little expectation of gaining control of Gas
cony, and he was further disappointed by Henry IIrs failure to assist him 
in his projected invasion of North Africa, his quest for the imperial crown, 
and his attempt to dominate Navarre. Despite that, he did establish a long
standing friendship and alliance with England, and his relationship with 
his brother-in-law, the future King Edward I, always remained cordial. 

Aragon and the Projected Partition of Navarre 

Alfonso X's desire to capitalize on the preeminence that he enjoyed in the 
peninsula as a result of the union of Castile and Lc6n and the conquest of 
Andalusia led him to pursue several policies that angered his father-in-law 
Jaime I of Arag6n, with whom his relations were already strained. They 
nearly came to blows when Alfonso, then still Infante, was sent to occupy 
Murcia and intruded on lands that Jaime I regarded as his own. Wisdom 
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eventually prevailed and they concluded the treaty of A1mizra in 1244, set
ting boundaries between Murcia and Valencia.24 For several years Al
fonso X also gave tacit support to al-Azraq, the leader of the rebellious 
Mudcjars in Valcnci~ a kingdom that Jaime I believed he had conquered 
once and for all. 25 Tension also arose concerning the lordship of Albarracfn 
on the frontier between Castile and Arag6n, whose lords, in order to 
maintain their autonomy, played off one kingdom against the other. In 
12s2 Alvar Perez de Azagra, the new lord of Albarradn, drew closer to 
Castile, thereby annoying the king of Arag6n. 26 

Alfonso X's most provocative act was his attempt to subject the tiny 
kingdom of Navarre to his suzerainty. Ever since the twelfth century 
Castile and Arag6n had planned to partition Navarre, but varying cir
cumstances prevented them from doing so. Jaime I hoped to succeed 
Sancho VII of Navarre, who died in 1234, but the Navarresc instead ac
cepted the deceased monarch's nephew, Thibault I (1234-1253), formerly 
count of Champagne. To thwart the Aragonesc, the new king concluded 
a pact with Fernando III, who allowed him to hold for life the province 
of GuipUZCO~ San Sebastian, Fuenterrab{~ and other castles. A marriage 
between Thibault rs daughter and Infante Alfonso of Castile was intended 
to guarantee future friendship, but once secure on his throne, the Na
varrcsc king promptly forgot about it and went off on crusade. An irri
tated Fernando III had to be warned by Pope Gregory IX not to disturb 
Navarre during the king's absence. Many years later, Fernando Ill, then 
preoccupied with the settlement of Andalusi~ granted a two-year truce to 

Navarre.27 

When Thibault I died in 1253, his widow, Marguerite of Bourbon, 
fearful that Navarre might fall under Castilian domination, appealed to 
Jaime I to guarantee the rights of her minor son, Thibault II (1253-1270). 
Pledging to defend Navarre, Jaime I concluded an alliance with her in 
August. The reality of the Castilian threat was expressed clearly by Al
fonso X when he granted the merchants of San Ccrnfn of Pamplona license 
to travel freely in his realm "whether there be war or peace between me 
and the king of Navarre." In April 1254, Jaime I and Thibault II renewed 
their alliance, promising not to make any agreement with Castile without 
mutual conscnt. 28 

As already noted, Alfonso X countered by enlisting the aid of Prince 
Edward of England, who hoped to recover places that the Navarresc had 
seized in Gascony.29 About a month later, while Thibault II visited 
Champagne, Jaime I, alarmed by the revolt of the Valencian Mudcjars, 
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concluded a truce with Castile until Michaelmas. According to Jaime I, al
Azraq was able to levy war for three or four years because of his relations 
with Infante Manuel of Castile and his brother the king. In preparation 
for the likely renewal of hostilities, Jaime I obtained a pledge of support 
from his son and heir Alfonso, with whom he was at odds, and who was 
in contact with the Castilian monarch. 30 Alvar Perez de Azagra, lord of 
Albarracin, was persuaded to join an alliance against Castile and the Ara
gonese towns were asked for financial aid for the war "which we have and 
which we expect to have on the coming feast of St. Michael." At the same 
time, as previously mentioned, Diego L6pez de Haro, lord of Vizcaya, 
and other Castilian nobles, claiming that Alfonso X had dispossessed 
them, sought Aragonesc support. 31 

When the truce expired at the end of September, Jaime I and Al
fonso X met between Agreda and Tarawna in mid-November to extend 
it. Nevertheless, Alfonso X continued his efforts to isolate his father-in
law. By betrothing his daughter Berengucla to Louis, the son of Louis IX, 
he established cordial relations with France. Thibault II, by also agreeing 
to marry a daughter of Louis IX, detached himself from Arag6n. There
after Jaime I could expect little comfort from Navarrc. 32 

Clinging desperately to Castilian exiles, Jaime I, in September 12ss, 

concluded an alliance with Alfonso X's disgruntled brother Infante En
rique and with Lope Diaz de Haro, the minor son of the deceased Diego 
L6pez de Haro. 33 Enrique's rebellion, however, was crushed soon after 
and he was driven into exile and in December Alfonso X reduced Vizcaya, 
the stronghold of the Haro family. Thus by the end of the year internal 
peace was restored in Castile. 34 

Alfonso X then concentrated his forces at Vitoria near the Navarresc 
frontier and induced Thibault II to sign a "letter of agreement," although 
the text is not extant. As Fernando III had agreed with Thibault I in 1234, 

Alfonso X ceded San Sebastian and Fuenterrabfa to Thibault II for life in 
January 12s6.35 Although a contemporary reported that "King Thibault of 
Navarre came to his [Alfonso X's] court and became his vassal," it is likely 
that he did so, not for the kingdom of Navarre, but for San Sebastian and 
Fuenterrabfa. 36 IfThibault II had placed his kingdom in feudal subjection 
to Castile, Alfonso X surely would have included him among his vassals 
subscribing to his charters. 

The settlement with Navarre left Jaime I in a difficult position. Fully 
expecting war, he gave the honors of Calatayud and other Aragoncsc 
towns to Alvar Perez de Azagra, lord of Albarracin, pledging to aid him 
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in case of war with Castile. In return, Alvar entrusted the castle of Alba
rradn to Jaime I, who also borrowed money for the war from the bishop 
and chapter of Barcelona. 37 Nevertheless, there was little Jaime I could do 
now save come to terms with Alfonso X. After concluding his affairs with 
Navarre, the Castilian king journeyed to Soria near the Aragonesc frontier, 
where he met Jaime I in March 1256. The details of their accord are un
known, except that Jaime rs daughter Constanza, promised earlier to 
Infante Enrique, would marry Infante Manuel, Alfonso X's youngest 
brothcr. 38 

For several years thereafter relations between Castile and Arag6n con
tinued to be uneasy, though outright warfare was avoided. In 1257 both 
monarchs promised reparations for damages done by their respective vas
sals during the recent conflict. Probably under pressure from Castile, 
Jaime I broke with Alvar Perez de Azagra, lord of Albarracin. 39 Also on 
Alfonso X's request, the king of Arag6n granted a one-year truce in April 
1257 to the Mudcjar rebel, al-Azraq. When al-Azraq asked Alfonso X to 
intercede and to obtain a continuation, Jaime I objected that he could not 
make concessions to an enemy who threatened his life. Castile apparently 
withdrew support from al-Azraq, so that by June 1258 he was compelled 
to submit to Jaime 1.40 

In March 1260 the kings of Castile and Arag6n met at Agreda to 
guarantee the peace and to agree to the determination of boundaries be
tween their kingdoms. Three years later they named representatives to 
settle border disputes and arranged for the payment of reparations.•• The 
hostile attitudes of the previous decade were moderated to some extent, 
but new sources of discord emerged as Alfonso X planned his African 
crusade and both men became actively interested in the Hohenstaufen suc
cession. The outbreak of the Mudcjar revolt in Andalusia and Murcia in 
1264 marked the beginning of a major improvement in relations, as a be
leaguered Alfonso X turned for help to his father-in-law, who responded 
magnanimously. 

Ayala Martinez suggested that Jaime I dealt ineffectually and from a 
position of weakness with the Castilian aspiration to peninsular hege
mony, but Burns rightly emphasized that the continuing revolt of the 
Valencian Mudcjars, encouraged by Alfonso X, restricted Aragonese op
tions. 42 In the long run, Alfonso X did not succeed in dominating Ara
g6n and gained nothing substantial from his intervention in Navarre. 
Jaime I's fear of enhancing Alfonso X's power caused him to oppose the 
partition of Navarre but ultimately had the effect of assuring Navarresc 
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independence. In the later stages of this controversy, to be dealt with in 
another chapter, we will sec that, by driving the Navarrcsc into the 
arms of France, Alfonso X furthered the aggrandizement of the French 
monarchy. 

The Problem of the Algarve 

Alfonso X's imperial claims based on the Lconcsc tradition caused him to 
press his rights to territories also desired by the Portuguese. Portugal, 
originally part of the Lconese realm, emerged as an independent kingdom 
in the twelfth cenrury, but Fernando II of Lc6n and Sancho III of Castile 
in ns8 agreed to partition it and the unconquered territory to the south. 
As this threat to Portuguese independence was never implemented, San
cho II of Portugal (1223-1248) completed the conquest of the Alentejo, 
the region south of the Tagus river, and began the advance into the Al
garvc, the southernmost province. 43 

When Pope Innocent IV in 1245 withdrew from Sancho II his au
thority to rule and entrusted custody of the realm to his brother Afonso, 
U>unt of Boulognc, the king appealed for help to the then Infante Alfonso 
of Castile. 44 Alfonso charged the count with inhumane behavior and with 
laying claim to "lands, castles, and certain other things" that Sancho II had 
conferred on him, the Infante. Declaring that he did not intend to dimin
ish Sancho II's rights to the throne but merely to restore good order in 
Portugal, Innocent IV reprimanded U>unt Afonso. 45 These papal letters 
arc the earliest reference to Sancho H's concession of any lands to Alfonso 
of Castile. The identification, location, and date of these gifts were not 
specified, but in view of Alfonso's subsequent efforts to claim the Algarve 
and the lands cast of the Guadiana, it is likely that those were the places in 
dispute. 

As Alfonso prepared to invade Portugal, his father, probably con
cerned about the diversion of forces from the conquest of Andalusia, or
dered Avila not to participate, but the city gave half its fonsadem to the 
Infante.<t6 Advancing to Sabugal near the Portuguese frontier, Alfonso 
asked Jaime I to send him 300 knights and to restrain Pedro of Portugal, 
U>unt Monso's uncle, from supporting him. 47 Early in 1247 Alfonso en
tered Portugal, threatening Guarda and U>vilha and routing the Portu
guese near Lciria. 48 As a countermeasure, U>unt Afonso asked the 
archbishop of Braga and the bishop of U>imbra to excommunicate the 
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Castilians, but when Alfonso protested to Innocent IV, the pope lifted 
the sentence from him personally. 49 

Alfonso had to abandon the Pornigucsc campaign, because his father 
required his services for the siege of Seville which began in July 1247. After 
leaving garrisons in various places and perhaps concluding a truce of forty 
years with the count of Boulognc, he returned to Castile. 50 Sancho II ac
companied him but died at Toledo on 4 January 1248. In his will drawn 
up the day before, he made various bequests, but said nothing of his 
brother, nor of any gifts to Alfonso of Castilc.51 As the future now sccmcd 
uncertain, Pelayo Perez C:Orrca, Master of Santiago, asked Fernando III 
to confirm Sancho II's grants in the Algarvc of Mertola, Alajar and Aya
montc. The Castilian monarch did so, adding that "if it should happen 
afterwards that they arc in my conquest," the Order would hold them as 
it did its other Castilian properties. The threat of Castilian expansion from 
Seville westward into the Algarvc prompted Afonso III (1248-1279), who 
now succeeded to the Portuguese throne, to finish the reconquest of that 
region. With the capture of Faro in 1249, the peninsular expansion of Por
tugal was more or less complete, but Pornigucsc rights to the Algarvc 
would soon be disputed. 52 

After his accession to power, Alfonso X raised claims to the Algarvc 
and other territories east of the Guadiana that Sancho II and Afonso m 
had occupied: Moura, Serpa, Ayamontc, Aroche, and Aracena. This may 
have been the motivation for his presence at Badajoz and Merida near the 
Pornigucsc frontier in November 1252. Ibn Mabrut, the Muslim king of 
Niebla in the eastern Algarve, perhaps fearful of being overrun by the 
Pornigucsc, sought protection by becoming a Castilian vassal. Inno
cent IV, on the other hand, assured Afonso III that the papacy recognized 
his claims to the Algarve as part of his kingdom. 53 

As the pope probably had urged Alfonso X to reach an accommo
dation with Portugal, a preliminary settlement was concluded, perhaps in 
May or June, but the text does not appear to be extant. The terms can be 
dctermin~ however, from later agreements of 1264 and 1267. With the 
consent of Afonso III, Alfonso X retained the Algarve for life with au
thority to grant property, to issue fum,s, and to hear appeals. He was also 
entitled to the service of fifty knights from the Algarve for life. 54 To 
achieve complete harmony, Afonso III agreed to marry Beatriz, Al
fonso X's illegitimate daughter by Mayor Guillen de GU7J11an, even though 
his wife, Matilda of Boulogne, was still living. Thus it would appear that, 
as the price of peace, Afonso III yielded the usufruct of the Algarve to 
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Alfonso X for his lifetime, but thereafter the region would revert to Por
tugal in full sovereignty. 55 

As a consequence, Alfonso X assumed the title of king of the Algarve, 
while Afonso III had to be content to call himself king of Portugal and 
count of Boulogne. 56 Meanwhile, Pope Alexander IV chastised the Por
tuguese ruler for having contracted marriage while still lawfully united to 
Matilda of Boulogne. 57 Because Beatriz was only about nine years old in 
1253, her union with Afonso III probably was not consummated until sev
eral years later, perhaps about 1258 when the pope ordered the couple to 
separate. 58 

Disagreement over the nature of Alfonso X's authority in the Algarve 
arose promptly when he named the Dominican friar Roberto as bishop of 
Silvcs, in dependence on the metropolitan sec of Seville. 59 Afonso III ob
jected that the right of patronage belonged to him as "true lord and true 
patron" of Silvcs and declared that Alfonso X, who was only "a usufruc
tuary and not lord," had no right to appoint a bishop there. 60 In justifi
cation of his actions Alfonso X used a letter of Innocent IV, encouraging 
him to counsel the king of Portugal, but the pope protested that he had 
not intended to subject Portugal to Castilian jurisdiction. 61 

Although it seems clear that Portugal retained sovereignty over the 
Algarvc, Alfonso X, by calling himself king of the Algarve, and by listing 
Fray Roberto and his successors Garcia and Bartolomeu as confirmants to 
his charters, obviously intended to exercise the fullest authority there. 
Many years later Bishop Bartolomeu, acknowledging Afonso III as "true 
lord of the whole Algarve," repudiated any donations made to the bish
opric of Silvcs or to Bishops Roberto and Garcia by the king of Castile, 
because he was not "true lord but possessor and usufructuary" of the 
Algarve.62 

Meanwhile, as the agreement of 1253 seems to have allowed Portugal 
to retain possession of the lands east of the Guadiana, Afonso III made 
every effort to assert his sovereignty there. To encourage settlement he 
granted a charter to Aroche in 12ss and confirmed the Order of Santiago 
in possession of the castle of Ayamonte. 63 

Two events seem to have cased the relationship between the two 
monarchs. The birth of several children to Queen Beatriz between 1259 

and 1261 gave Alfonso X his first grandchildren, among them the future 
King Dinis of Portugal. The death of Matilda of Boulogne in 1258 also 
made possible the legitimation of the union between Afonso III and Bea
triz. 64 In the light of these developments, the new cordiality toward his 
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father-in-law revealed in Afonso Hrs letter of 24 April 1260 is not surpris
ing. In allowing Alfonso X to take the castle of Albufeira west of Faro 
from the knights of Avis, Afonso Ill expressed his esteem and love for his 
friend, the Castilian king, who according to the agreements existing be
tween them was to hold the Algarve for life.65 

The fall of Niebla to Alfonso X in February 1262 also altered the rela
tionship between the two kingdoms. As the Castilian frontier now ad
joined Portugal as far south as the mouth of the Guadiana river, the 
resolution of all differences concerning the Algarve and the determination 
of the boundaries between the two kingdoms seemed possible and neces
sary. For that purpose, Alfonso X named five procurators on 20 April 
1263.66 Two months later he surrendered all complaints that he might have 
against Afonso III and his vassals, assuring him of his love and good faith 
thereafter. 67 

In the following year, the two kings named partitioners to establish 
the boundaries between Lc6n and Portugal, from Sabugal (just south of 
Guarda) northward to the Minho river, and from Sabugal southward to 
the source of the Caia river ( near Portalegre). 68 The revolt of the Andalu
sian Mudcjars beginning in May 1264 encouraged Alfonso X to seek a final 
settlement of the Algarve as well. While yielding all effective authority 
there including the right to make laws, administer justice, hear appeals, 
and dispose of lands and estates (which right he was to enjoy for life, 
according to previous agreements), he reserved the service of fifty knights 
due in his lifetime. Certain castles in the Algarve were held in pledge to 
guarantee that this service would be performed ( 20 September 1264). 69 

One ought to emphasize that this document reveals the conditions under 
which Alfonso X held the Algarve from the beginning. Now while giving 
up essential jurisdictional rights there, he reserved the service of fifty 
knights because of the continuing Mudcjar uprising. There can be no 
doubt that he recognized that the Algarve would ultimately belong to 
Portugal. 

That point was emphasized by Afonso III who rewarded for his ser
vices the royal mordomo mar Joao Pires de Aboim, who had custody of the 
castles of the Algarve, "when the king of Castile held the Algarve from 
me." In 1266, Afonso Ill, exercising the right that Alfonso X ceded to him, 
granted charters to Silves, Louie, Tavira, and Faro in the Algarve. Among 
the wimcsscs was Pedro Anes de Portcl, who held the Algarve in the king's 
name. 70 

In the meantime, recognizing that the Mudcjar revolt threatened Por-
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tugal as well as Castile, Afonso m declared his desire to send his son Dinis 
to aid Alfonso X by land and by sea, for "the defense of the Christian faith 
against the Saracens who invaded" the peninsula. For this purpose, he 
asked the cities and towns of the realm for a-subsidy.71 Portuguese garri
sons along the frontier probably were placed in a state of readiness, but 
the nature of Portuguese assistance in the suppression of the Mudcjars is 
unclear. 

Inasmuch as Dinis was not yet six, his participation in "the defense of 
the Christian faith" would have been more symbolic than actual. Yet there 
is reason to believe that he was employed on a diplomatic mission to Cas
tile. The Chronicle of Alfonso X reported that in 1269 Afonso III and Beatriz 
sent Dinis, then twelve or thirteen years old, to visit his grandfather at 
Seville. The purpose was to ask "the most noble king in the world" to 

confer knighthood on the young prince and to persuade him to yield the 
tribute which the Portuguese kings owed for their kingdom to the kings 
of Le6n. According to the Chronicle, the Portuguese were required to aid 
the Lconcsc kings with a certain number of horsemen whenever they went 
to war against the Moors. Should Le6n yield this tribute, Dinis assured 
Alfonso X that the Portuguese kings would always aid him. 

Alfonso X happily knighted Dinis, but announced that he would have 
to take counsel concerning the tribute. When he did so, Nuno Gonzalez 
de Lara affirmed that it was right to honor Dinis, "but my lord, that you 
should take away from the crown of your kingdoms the tribute that the 
king of Portugal and his kingdom are obliged to give you, I, my lord, will 
never counsel that." Infante Manuel and other magnates, however, pro
posed that he yield the tribute because it was so small. Alfonso X then 
published a charter to that effect, but Nuno and others concluded that the 
king had erred and began to conspire against him. 72 

There arc many difficulties with this account. The chronology is 
hopelessly confused, especially in this chapter which also relates the assault 
on Sale, an event that occurred in 1260. Infante Fadriquc, who is said to 

have participated in the royal council, was absent in Africa and Italy dur
ing that time and did not return to Castile until 1272. Inasmuch as Dinis 
was born on 9 October 1261, he would have been eight years old in 1269, 

not twelve or thirteen. For that reason, Ballesteros believed that Dinis's 
visit took place some months after the treaty of Badajoz in the fall of 1267, 

when he was about six. 73 

My inclination is to believe that the Chronicle has mixed up several 
stories. The most important concerns the tribute. The obligation to render 
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military service for their kingdom to the kings of Lc6n would seem to 
suggest that the kings of Porrugal were in feudal subordination as vassals 
of Lc6n. Nevertheless, there is no evidence that this had ever been estab
lished or accepted by the Portuguese. What seems most telling is that there 
is no extant charter in which Alfonso X yielded this supposed right. Inas
much as the treaty of Badajoz has survived, it would seem most careless of 
the Portuguese to neglect to preserve a document equally as important. 
On the contrary, the tribute in question was probably the knight service 
that Alfonso X was to have for life from the Algarvc. Quite possibly, late 
in 1266 or early in 1267, the Portuguese ambassadors accompanying the six
ycar-old Dinis on his visit to Seville may have suggested that it was time 
for Alfonso X to yield all claims in the Algarve. Warmed by his grandson's 
presence and grateful for Portuguese support during the recent Mudcjar 
rebellion, Alfonso X agreed. Nuno Gonzalez de Lara, who did not distin
guish himself during the Mudejar troubles, opposed these concessions, 
but there is no sign that Castilian relations with Porrugal figured among 
the complaints that he and the other nobles subsequently made against the 
king. Lastly, it is doubtful that Alfonso X, despite the love he may have 
had for his grandson, would have knighted him at the age of six. Rather, 
he would more likely have done so when the boy had reached the appro
priate age of fourteen or fifteen, that is, in 1275 or 1276, though so far as is 
known, the king was not in Seville in either year. 

However that may be, after the resistance of the Mudcjars had been 
crushed, Alfonso X decided to yield his rights to the Algarve once and for 
all, despite some objection from Nuno Gonzalez de Lara. He publicly 
acknowledged Portuguese aid when he met Afonso III at Badajoz on 
16 February 1267 to conclude a pact of peace, friendship and mutual help. 
Out of love for his grandson and in gratitude for Portuguese assistance, 
Alfonso X gave up all rights to the Algarve, which he had for life, specifi
cally the service of fifty knights. He ordered Joao de Aboim and his son 
Pedro Eannes to surrender to Portugal all the castles in the Algarve that 
they held on his behalf: Tavira, Louie, Santa Marfa de Faro, Portimao, 
Silvcs, and Aljczur. 74 This was an absolute cession of Castilian rights, 
though Ballesteros suggested that by continuing to use the title "king of 
the Algarve" Alfonso X sought to keep alive some vestigial claim to sUttr
ainty. I think it is more likely that he used the title with reference to Niebla, 
which he had annexed in 1262. To complete this part of the process, at Jacn 
on 7 May 1267, Alfonso X released Afonso III from his pledge to fulfill all 
previous agreements concerning the Algarve. 75 
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Also on 16 February, the two kings agreed to a delimitation of their 
boundaries. The frontier was set at the point where the Guadiana and the 
Caia rivers meet near Badajoz and Elvas; the line then followed the course 
of the Guadiana southward to the Atlantic Ocean at Ayamonte. Thus all 
the land between the Guadiana and the Guadalquivir, including Aroche, 
Aracena, Moura, Serpa, and Ayamonte to the cast of the Guadiana was 
allotted to the kingdom of Lc6n. To the north of Elvas, Arronches and 
Alcgrcte remained to Portugal, while Marvao and Valencia de Alcantara 
were adjudged to Castile-Lc6n. 76 

Many years later King Dinis took advantage of the minority of Fer
nando IV of Castile (1295-1312) to force an adjustment of the frontier. By 
the treaty of Alcafiiccs in 1297, Moura and Serpa cast of the Guadiana and 
the district of Riba Coa with the towns of Sabugal, Alfaiates, Castclrcxl
rigo, Villamaior, Castclbucno, Almeida, Castclmcllor, and Monforte, east 
of the Coa river, were ceded to Portugal. In making this concession, Fer
nando IV admitted that Aroche and Aracena rightfully belonged to Por
tugal, but Alfonso X had held them against the will of Afonso III; in 
exchange for them, he granted Olivcnza, Campomayor, San Felix de los 
Gallegos, and Ugiiela to Dinis, who renounced all claims to Valencia de 
Alcantara, Ferrara, Sparcgal, and Ayamonte. 77 

Afonso III celebrated his resumption of full sovereignty over the Al
garvc by altering the royal intitulation. Hitherto royal documents identi
fied him as "king of Portugal and count of BouJognc." Following the 
treaty of Badajoz, he was entitled "king of Portugal and the Algarve." 
Even though Alfonso X and his successors continued to refer to themselves 
as kings of the Algarve, Afonso III now held effective rulcrship in that 
region. 78 

The preceding evidence reveals that Alfonso X was unsuccessful in 
translating his imperial ambitions into reality by reducing the other Chris
tian kingdoms to a dependent status. In the following chapters his efforts 
to dominate the Muslim kingdoms of Spain, to extend his rule into Mo
rocco, and to secure the crown of the Holy Roman Empire will be 
assessed. 
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II. The African Crusade 

By the middle of the thirteenth century the reconquest had reduced Is
lamic Spain to a narrow strip of land along the southern coast consisting 
of the eastern Algarve and the kingdoms of Granada and Murcia. The 
Portuguese had conquered the Algarve lying west of the Guadiana river, 
but the eastern portion between the Guadiana and the Guadalquivir was 
controlled by the Muslim king of Niebla, a v.wal paying tribute to Castile. 
The kingdom of Granada under the rule of the first of the Na$rid dynasty, 
also in vassalage to Castile, was bounded by an arc running from Algeciras 
and Gibraltar on the southwestern coast of the Mediterranean through the 
mountains cast of Seville, C6rdoba, and Jacn to the Mediterranean coast 
below Murcia. The kingdom of Murcia, governed by the family of lbn 
Hud, stretched along the coast from below Cartagena northward through 
Alicante almost to Denia, and thence inland to include Orihuela, Murcia, 
and Lorca. 1 

By themselves or united, the peninsular Moorish kingdoms were not 
a major threat to Christian Spain, but as Alfonso X soon discovered, they 
could stir rebellion among the Mudcjars, the substantial Muslim popu
lation living under Castilian rule. Before his reign was over, Granada also 
mounted a serious challenge by summoning aid from a new dynasty 
emerging in Morocco, the Benimerines (the Banfl Marin or Marinids), 
who threatened to undo recent Christian advances. 

The Repopulation of Seville 

When Alfonso X ascended the throne, he recognized that no responsibility 
was more important than to complete the repopulation of Seville begun 
by his father. While the capture of the city was a remarkable achievement, 
the expulsion of the Moors after the capitulation of 1248 left the king with 
an empty city of little value unless Christians could be induced to settle 
there. In order to establish an effective Christian presence, Alfonso X re-
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alizcd that it was essential to remain in Seville for the first two years of his 
reign. 2 

To carry out the task of repopulation the king appointed five par
titioners. By the end of 1253 they had distributed houses, vineyards, olive 
and fig orchards, and wheat fields in the city and in the outlying regions 
of the Aljarafe (to the west), Ribera (north), and Campifia (south and 
cast) of Seville to members of the royal family, bishops, magnates, military 
orders, monasteries, nobles, officials of the court, and the rank and file of 
those who had helped to conquer Seville. All of this was recorded in the 
Libra del rep11,rtimimto de SePUUI, a model for similar books of distribution 
compiled for other places. 3 

The municipal council of Seville was assigned extensive lands which 
were later apportioned among urban knights and footsoldiers. The bound
aries of the municipal district were also established. 4 In order to asmrc the 
city's defense, the king settled 200 noble knights there with sufficient 
property for their maintenance and the obligation not to alienate their 
holdings for twelve years. 5 Ship captains ( annitres) also received lands on 
condition that they construct and maintain galleys for royal service, prob
ably in the projected crusade in Africa. 6 

Alfonso X showered Seville with many privileges in the hope of at
tracting settlers. He confirmed his father's concession of the fam, of To
ledo, encouraged the citizens to purchase Moorish lands, and granted the 
city a portion of the lllmojmifazBo or toll levied in several villages. Certain 
exemptions were offered to those attending the fairs of Seville, and citizens 
were exempted from the port11Zifo, another toll, whether on land or sea. 7 

Despite these df orts, the survival of Seville as a Christian city was 
problematical for many years. Gonzalez Jimenez estimated a total popu
lation of about 14,400 at mid-century, a good 10,000 less than the estimate 
by Julio Gonzalez. The fact that Seville "was very threatened and insecure 
and the settlers there were often raided by the Moors" surely complicated 
the task of attracting a permanent population. A number of persons who 
benefited from the distribution of houses and lands in Seville and its dis
trict sold their holdings soon after receiving them; some probably never 
settled there. 8 In 12ss the king noted that many settlers had already aban
doned the city, and their houses and lands. Eight years later, the situation 
was not much better, as he lamented that Seville was "depopulated and 
falling down and many houses were destroyed." He ordered abandoned 
houses to be given to new settlers. 9 

Even so, the task of providing Seville and the adjacent regions with a 
stable population was far from complete at the end of the thirteenth cen-
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the frontier, so long as the Mudcjars remained in effective control of many 
towns. Although the Moors had been expelled from Seville, when in 1253 

he repopulated Carmona, about twenty miles cast of Seville, they were 
allowed to remain there; only the lands of those who had gone elsewhere 
were distributed among Christian settlers. Cannona received the [um, of 
Seville as its basic law and the municipal boundaries were fixed two years 
later. 14 

Royal policy now began to change as the king sought to strengthen 
the Christian presence and to put some distance between Seville and the 
Mudcjar towns. With the aim of introducing a Christian population, in 
12ss he ordered the Mudcjars of Mor6n on the Guadaira river to withdraw 
to Silibar, a place of less strategic importancc. 15 Following that, he en
couraged Christian settlers to purchase the houses and lands of the Moors 
of Arcos on the Guadalcte river; a town council was organized and re
ceived the [um, of Seville in 1256. As a funhcr precaution, he installed the 
Order of Calatrava in the castle of Mattera about twenty-five miles cast of 
Arcos near the Granadan frontier. 16 Thus while the Mudcjars were allowed 
to remain in certain places, Christian influence and power was being ex
tended into areas bordering directly on the kingdom of Granada. 

The Vassalage of Granada 

As Castile encroached on his territory, the king of Granada, lbn al-Abmar 
or Muhammad I (1237-1273), founder of the Na$rid dynasty that would 
rule there until 1492, decided to offer a challenge. Although he had 
pledged a tribute to Fernando III of 300,000 mM'llf'etlls annually, or half 
the revenue of his kingdom, he delayed payment to Alfonso X. The latter 
fortified various frontier positions with the expectation that this show of 
force would bring the Na$rid to his senses, as it did. lbn al-Abmar re
newed his homage and fealty and the payment of an annual tribute of 
250,000 mami,etlls, a figure erroneously attributed by the royal chronicle 
to Alfonso X's alteration of the coinage which did not occur at this time; 
more than likely the amount remained the same as before. lbn al-Abmar 
was regularly listed as a vassal confirming Alfonso X's charters. 17 

In the spring of 12S4, in fulfillment of the feudal obligation to attend 
his lord's court, lbn al-Abmar attended the cortcs of Toledo and was 
lodged in the huerta del rey. There he confirmed his previous agreement 
with Alfonso X, who was very much pleased and showed him great honor. 
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tury. The Mudejar uprising of 1264 and the Moroccan invasions in the 
127os and 128Os contributed to the reluctance of many to settle perma
nently in this frontier zone. As Gonzalez Jimenez has demonstrated, the 
Andalusian frontier did not hold an inescapable attraction for potential 
settlers and the regime of the great estates, so characteristic of Andalusia 
in later times, was not established in the thirteenth century. 10 

The Mudejars of Andalusia 

The presence of a substantial Muslim population within the bounds of the 
kingdom of Castile was a major problem facing Alfonso X for many years. 
In the months following the fall of Seville, the Moors of a broad zone 
stretching southward to the Atlantic Ocean and lying cast of the Guadal
quivir river, acknowledged Fernando Ill's sovereignty. In effect, the Moors 
of Jerez, Arcos, Lcbrija, Trcbujena, Medina Sidonia, Alcala de los Gazulcs, 
Vcjer, Rota, Puerto de Santa Marla, Cadiz, and Sanlucar de Barrameda 
remained in possession of their lands, enjoying freedom of worship and 
their own laws, subject only to the payment of tribute to the Crown of 
Castile. Castilian sovereignty was tentative and the difficulty in repopulat
ing Seville made it clear that there were not enough Christians to settle 
this southern zone as well. 

Upon the accession of Alfonso X, the Muslims there determined to 
test his mettle. The Moors of Tejada, a town west of Seville, raided Scvi
llan territory, but after a short siege in late 1252 or early 12s3 they surren
dered. Alfonso X allowed them to depart, taking their goods with them, 
and annexed Tejada and other nearby towns to the municipality of Se
ville.11 The Moors in Jerez, Lcbrija, Arcos, and Medina Sidonia also chal
lenged the new monarch. Fernando III had given his second son Enrique 
lordship over these towns as well as over Mor6n and Cote. 12 Early in 1253 

Alfonso X and his brother compelled them to accept Castilian sovereignty. 
The Moors of Arcos sw-rcndercd their citadel to Enrique to hold in the 
king's name. Lcbrija, which lacked a citadel, also recognized his authority. 
The royal chronicle, mistakenly dating these events in 12ss, also reported 
that after a month's siege the Moors of Jerez yielded their citadel to the 
new king, who installed a garrison commanded by Nuno Gonzalez de 
Lara. Muslim sources, however, whose testimony ought to be preferred, 
indicate that a Castilian garrison did not enter the citadel of Jerez until 
1261. 13 

These challenges probably impressed on Alfonso X the insecurity of 
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Quite possibly, Ibn Mabfilt, ~g of Niebla, and Ibn Hiid, king of Murcia, 
who were also recorded as vassals confirming royal charters, attended the 
cortes. The Anonymous of SahlltJUn testified that Alfonso X was "then much 
preoccupied with the Moabitc, and Moorish kings, his vassals." Alfonso X 
would have welcomed the participation of one or more of the Moorish 
kings as a visible manifestation of his supremacy over Spanish Islam.18 

Preparations for the African Crusade 

For the moment, the peninsular Moors submitted and gave no cause for 
alarm, so Alfonso X could direct his attention to an enterprise that had 
been much on his father's mind, namely, the invasion of North Africa.19 

There were two principal reasons for this, one ideological, the other stra
tegic. Africa, or the ancient Roman province of Maurctania, had once 
been part of the imperial diocese of Spain and was also thought to have 
been under Visigothic rule. Inasmuch as the kings ofCastile-Lc6n consid
ered themselves the heirs of the Visigoths with responsibility for reconsti
tuting their kingdom, the invasion of North Africa was almost inevitable, 
once the peninsula had been subjugated. In a more practical vein, it made 
sense to Castilian strategists to carry out an invasion in order to gain con
trol of the ports across the Straits of Gibraltar so as to impede future 
invasions from that direction. 

Once Seville was conquered, Fernando III began planning a Moroc
can invasion but death prevented him from carrying it out. The project 
was thus bequeathed to his son. In order to achieve his objectives, Al
fonso X determined to establish a permanent fleet of warships and so be
gan the construction of the shipyards of Scville. 2° He also contracted in 
August 1253 with a group of twenty-one mariners from Cantabria, Cata
lonia, France, and Italy to serve as captains (comitres) of his ships. In return 
for lands, houses, and money in Seville and its region, each of them prom
ised to build and maintain a galley equipped with 100 armed men in readi
ness for service at the king's command by I January 1255. The galley would 
have to be refitted every seven years. Booty would be divided equally be
tween the king and the captains. The king made a similar contract in June 
12s3 with Pelayo Perez Correa, Master of Santiago, who agreed to maintain 
a galley with 200 armed men for three months each year. Roy L6pez de 
Mcndooa, one of the partitioners of Seville, received Gclves on condition 
of maintaining two galleys for the king's scrvice.21 
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Alfonso X's next step was to establish the office of alminmte tie la ,nar 

or admiral of the fleet. Although Ram6n Bonifaz had organized a fleet to 
assist Fernando III in the siege of Seville, he was never officially designated 
as admiral. As IUfflimge tie la mm-, Roy L6pcz de Mendoza witnessed a 
royal charter given on 6 December 1253 and held the post at least until 
January 126o.22 

While organizing the fleet, Alfonso X also appealed for papal support, 
asking that whatever pacts or alliances he might make with the Muslims 
would be acceptable to the Church. Pope Innocent IV gave his assent in 
October 1252. In the next two years he offered a plenary indulgence to 
those taking the crusader's vow, and allowed the king to use a third of the 
tithe (ttrCUIS) to finance the crusade. 23 In 1255 Alexander IV appointed 
Lope, bishop of Morocco, his legate in Morocco, ordering him to preach 
the crusade in Spain and Gascony and to commute the vows of those 
already pledged to go to the Holy Land if they wished to go to Africa. 
Thus the African expedition had the character of a papal crusade endowed 
with a plenary indulgence and other privileges associated with crusading. 24 

Several coincidences suggest that as Alfonso X's plans fell into place 
he convened the cortes to Toledo in March-April 1254 to announce his 
intentions to the entire realm, in the hope of arousing general enthusi
asm. 25 During the cortes he may have taken the customary crusader's vow, 
for just a few weeks later, Innocent IV indicated that the king had "as
sumed the sign of the living cross against the Saracens of Africa." 26 The 
presence in the cortes of the king of Granada and the other Moorish kings, 
vassals to Castile, suggests that they may have promised to collaborate 
with the expedition, at least to the extent of not interfering with it. In 
addition, when Henry III of England made peace at Toledo at the end of 
March he pledged his participation, sharing equally with Alfonso X what
ever lands they acquired in Africa. Alexander IV, however, had first to 
release the English monarch from his vow to go to the Holy Land, but 
the pope, who had learned to be sceptical of Henry Ill's sense of commit
ment, ultimately refused to do so. In any event, Henry III went neither to 
Africa nor to the Holy Land. 27 

Although the time seemed propitious to launch the African crusade, 
Alfonso X's quarrel with Arag6n and Navarre forced him to postpone any 
military or naval action until this seemingly intractable problem was set

tled. That did not occur until 1256. 

Meanwhile, continuing his preparations, he promised the Order of 
Calatrava a tenth of the royal fifth of booty taken in any expedition in 
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which he personally took part. He also secured pledges from Marseilles 
(17 January 1256) and Pisa (17 March) to supply him with ten galleys for 
three months service against both his Christian and Muslim encmies. 28 In 
an assembly of Castilian and Extrcmaduran towns held at Segovia in July, 
Alfonso X, in the hope of securing the most effective military service, 
granted fiscal exemptions to urban knights who maintained horses and 
anns suitable for war, as determined at an annual muster. 29 

All this preparation seems to have resulted in some overseas action 
late in 1256, although the narrative sources make no reference to it. Two 
royal charters issued to Alicante on the cast coast, however, hint that 
something happened. Alicante was among the towns in the Islamic king
dom of Murcia that submitted to Infante Alfonso in 1244 only after a show 
of force. When he became king he set out to transform Alicante into a 
Christian city, giving it the fam, of C6rdoba and various franchises and 
exemptions. With the aim of encouraging and strengthening Christian set

tlement, he granted neighboring Cartagena and Lorca similar privileges 
and exemptions and allowed them to purchase Moorish holdings. In order 
to foster military preparedness, he gave the franchises enjoyed by the noble 
knights of Toledo to the citizens of Cartagena and Alicante equipped with 
horse and anns, and to sea captains ready for war. 30 

Visiting Alicantc in January 1257, apparently because some of his over
seas plans had reached fruition, Alfonso X found it to be an excellent sea
port that could serve "in the affair beyond the sea against the pagan 
people." He had come there because he had sent the men of Alicantc "to 
receive the castle ofTagunt that they gave me beyond the sea." This bit of 
tantalizing information raises many perplexing questions. We do not know 
from whom he received this castle, nor for what reason, nor whether its 
submission was the result of naval action involving his own fleet or the 
fleets of Pisa or Marseilles. Above all, we do not know where Tagunt was. 
Ballesteros tentatively identified it with Tangier, one of the principal ports 
on the opposite side of the Straits of Gibraltar, though the spelling makes 
that improbable. With greater plausibility Dufourcq proposed that Tagunt 
was Taount on the African coast to the west of Oran. 31 These uncertain
ties, I think, are clarified somewhat by Pope Alexander IV's bull of 26 Sep
tember 1258, declaring that "the illustrious king holding the kingdom of 
Tcnctu submitted" to Alfonso X, who asked papal authorization to erect a 
cathedral there "so that the Christian religion might flourish in that city 
and kingdom." 32 Although Villar Garcfa identified the "rcgnum Tcnctu" 
with Tunis, I believe it was Tagunt or Taount. Perhaps the governor (rex) 
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and the Moors of that city, facing the collapse of the Almohad empire and 
the rise of the Marinid dynasty, decided to place themselves under Al
fonso X's protection and ceded their citadel to him. However that may be, 
nothing more is known of this matter. The king continued his attempts to 
develop Alicantc, confirming the distribution of houses and lands there 
and granting additional benefits to the settlers. 33 

The submission of Tagunt, ephemeral as it was, surely encouraged 
Alfonso X to press on. In September 1257 he instructed the town of San 
Esteban de Gormaz to have ready 120 knights with horses and arms for an 
expedition against the Moors. Early in 1258 he likely discussed the African 
affair in the cortes of Valladolid. He also urged the towns of Galicia and 
Asturias to respond promptly to his request for aid and a loan and to make 
certain that their sailing ships and galleys were ready for the "affair of 
the crusade" at Cadiz on I May. In reply, Oviedo offered him a loan of 
1200 nuim11edls.34 Although he reminded Henry III of England of his 
pledge to join the African crusade, the latter replied that the pope would 
not release him from his vow to go to the Holy Land. The English king 
did congratulate Alfonso X on his success in Africa, but otherwise offered 
no assistance. 35 Whether any naval action was undertaken after I May is 
unknown. Quite possibly the fleet was not ready and Henry Ill's failure to 
participate may have caused Alfonso X to postpone the expedition. Mean
while, Alexander IV's bulls of April and July 1259, granting the crusade 
indulgence "if it should happen that you undertake war against the Sara
cens of Spain," seemed to suggest that the king's plans concerned the pen
insular Moors as well as the Africans. 36 

While focusing attention on his imperial quest at the cortes of Toledo 
in late 1259 and early 126o, Alfonso X sent to "require the counsel of the 
king of Granada," who advised him that if his imperial hopes came to 
naught, he would show him how he could have an even better empire, 
presumably in Africa. 37 Plans for an African expedition moved ahead 
quickly in 126o. Pope Alexander IV appointed the bishop of Segovia to 
preach the crusade "against the Saracens of Africa, against whom the king 
intends to proceed." The king spoke of the service he expected to receive 
from Roy Garcfa of Santander "in this affair that we have begun beyond 
the sea for the service of ~ the honor and benefit of ourselves and of 
all our kingdoms." 38 

Alfonso X also appealed to his father-in-law Jaime I, whom he met at 
Agreda in March 1260. The Aragonese monarch authorized his vassals to 
join the projected crusade if they wished, but ordered them to refrain from 
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any hostility against the l:laf$id sultan of Tunis, with whom he was on 
friendly terms, and whose territory he probably considered an Arag6ncse 
sphere of influence and potential expansion. Alfonso X was unhappy with 
this restriction, perhaps because he knew that the Tunisian emirs had in
tervened in Moroccan affairs in the past and were likely to do so again; 
moreover, his exiled brother Enrique had found refuge in the Tunisian 
court. The king of Castile urged Jaime I to join the crusade: "In an affair 
such as this, we would hope that you would have a share." In his reply, 
Jaime I, who was contemplating a crusade of his own to the Holy Land, 
emphasized his truce with Tunis and declined the invitation. 39 

After this interview, Alfonso X, filled with a great desire "to carry 
forward the affair of the crusade beyond the sea, to the service of God and 
the exaltation of Christendom," hastened to Andalusia. Although the 
death of his admiral, Roy L6pcz de Mendoza, earlier in the year was a 
setback, the king appointed Juan Garcia de Villamayor as Rdellmt/UUJ de la 
"""'in July. A close friend to the king and his m11,yor,Jonw m11,yor, Juan 
Garcia received "all the rights that an admiral ought to have as well or 
better than any admiral of an emperor or king ever had them." All the 
ports of the realm were required to obey him "as our admiral in every 
affair of the sea," and to accord him all "the rights of the admiralty." 40 

Next, the king decided to establish an advanced naval base close to 
the Atlantic Ocean. For this purpose he selected Alcanate (al-Qanatir) on 
the west bank of the Guadalcte, directly facing Cadiz on the other side 
of the Gulf of Cadiz. With an excellent harbor protected from the open 
sea, Alcanate, under the new name of Puerto de Santa Maria, would, the 
king hoped, "guard the Christians from the Moors and be a fortress 
whence to make war on the Moors of Spain and the Africans." 41 The 
transformation of Puerto de Santa Maria into a naval base probably began 
in August and early September 126o, but a permanent settlement was not 
effected until many years later. The Moors of Jerez, who had accepted 
Castilian suzerainty, at first protested both the renaming of Alcanatc and 
the establishment of a Castilian presence in lower Andalusia, but eventu
ally yielded. As a consequence Alfonso X "realized that Cadiz could be 
settled more quickly." 42 

The reconstruction of Cadiz, situated at the tip of Isla de Cadiz, also 
commenced in the summer of 1260. Although Cadiz was included in Fer
nando Ill's dominions, it apparently had few inhabitants until Alfonso X 
began to develop it. 43 He emphasized that while he was at Puerto de Santa 
Maria his ships were continually passing to and from Cadiz, so that the 
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fleet would be well prepared and supplied. In 1261 Pedro Lorenzo, one of 
the king's principal assistants, appeared as archdeacon of Cadiz, an indi
cation that the burgeoning settlement was being organized ecclesiastically 
as part of the archbishopric of Seville. 44 

The Expedition to Sale 

Mter so much preparation and so many delays, the African crusade got 
under way in the late summer of 1260. The immediate objective was the 
town of Sale (Sala), a port on the Atlantic coast of Morocco, adjacent to 
Rabat. A former governor, Zcid Aazon, or "the sayyid al-Hasan," a son of 
Abii Zayd, the last Almohad governor of Valencia, expressing a desire to 

become a Christian, ceded the town to Pope Innocent IV, who granted it 
to the Order of Santiago in 12-4-5, but the knights could not take possession 
because they were needed for the reconquest of Jaen and Seville. It is 
doubtful whether the papal concession or the Order's interests played any 
role in Alfonso X's determination to undertake the expedition to Sale. 45 

The Moroccan historian, lbn <Jdhari, offered a much more plausible 
explanation. North Africa at the time was in a state of transition, as the 
Benimerines were busily dismantling the Almohad empire. The Marinid 
emir, Abii Yusuf Ya<qub b. <Afxi al-l:laqq (1258-1286), had just consoli
dated his power in Rabat, while his nephew, Ya<qub, was in control of 
Sale. Preferring to embark on an independent course, Ya<qub asked Al
fonso X, probably in late 1259 or early 1260, to send 200 cavalry, with 
whose help he may have hoped to establish his independence under Cas
tilian protection. Alfonso X seized on this as an opportunity to extend his 
power in North Africa. 46 

By early September 1260, his fleet consisting of 37 ships of varying 
sizes, including carracks, sailing ships, galleys, and barges, was ready at 
Puerto de Santa Marfa opposite Cadiz. No one knew the fleet's desti
nation, but the Moors along the Mediterranacan coast, realizing that 
something was afoot, warned all the towns. Some of the inhabitants of 
Sale left for safer places, but most were incredulous and remained in the 
city. The royal chronicle, whose account has often been mistaken as relat
ing to an assault upon Cadiz, reported that Juan Garcia de Villamayor and 
Pedro Martinez de Fe, an admiral, were in command of the fleet. The latter 
held lands in Arcos, perhaps later given as a reward for his service in this 
expedition, and may have been an experienced seaman whose rcsponsi-

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



The African Crusade 173 

bility was to navigate to Sale, while Juan Garcia had overall command. 
The fleet set sail at the beginning of September. As it has been estimated 
that the voyage took about four days, and lbn <Idhari reported that it 
was sighted off Sale on Wednesday, 8 September, it probably departed on 
4 September.47 

The fast of the month of Ramadan was coming to an end on Friday, 
10 September, when the fleet entered the mouth of the Bou Regrer op
posite Rabat. The townspeople, who were in a celebratory mood, at first 
assumed that the ships were merchanttnen and were utterly surprised 
when the Castilians began to land. Forming orderly lines, with archers at 
their head, they advanced toward the city and, as the wall by the river bank 
was open, they were able to enter. The Muslims, taken by surprise, were 
unarmed and an easy prey. As the Castilians charged into the town, 
Ya<qub, who seems to have been as surprised as anyone, wrung his hands 
as he watched from the citadel. Many were killed; women and children 
were herded into the chief mosque; many women were raped. Mosques 
and houses were plundered and destroyed. 

Meanwhile, a plea for help was sent to the emir Abu Yusuf at Rabat. 
Within a day he arrived at Sale with a small contingent, whose numbers 
steadily increased during the next two weeks. While Pedro Martinez held 
the fleet conveniently off shore, Juan Garcia commanded the troops sack
ing the town. Having ready access to the sea, they decided to make their 
escape before they were surrounded. Taking their booty of gold, silver, 
other goods, and numerous captives, they abandoned Sale on 21 or 22 Sep
tember, after an occupation of thirteen or fourteen days. Abii Yusuf and 
the Marinids promptly repossessed the town and rebuilt the broken wall 
that had allowed the Castilians to enter.48 

As the Castilians sailed northward along the Atlantic coast, trying to 
obtain water at various places, they were driven off, but at Larrache they 
sold 53 captives in return for water. They probably reached Puerto de Santa 
Maria about the beginning of October. Around the middle of the month, 
Abu Yusuf sent his lieutenant to ransom the remaining captives, who were 
said to number about 3000, including the chief judge of Sale. 

The emir also ascertained from his spies that "the tyrant [ Alfonso X]
may God annihilate him!-had prepared a very numerous and very well
equipped force" to support the men who seized Sale. Apparently only 25 
ships of the original 37 returned to Cadiz. Although lbn <Idhari stressed 
that Alfonso X was exceedingly angry because of the failure of the expe
dition and swore to punish the men and to burn their leader Juan Garda, 

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



174 Chapter 11 

the royal chronicle related that the king was very pleased. Inasmuch as 
Juan Garcfa continued to enjoy the king's confidence and served as one of 
his representatives in settling affairs with Portugal in 1263, this part of 
Ibn <Idhari's narrative is dubious.• 9 

Alfonso X himself declared that the fleet destroyed Sale, "a great and 
much honored town, and it would be hard to imagine the booty that they 
took." It was never the king's intention to use Sale as a base from which 
to penetrate Morocco. Rather, the assault on Sale, as Ayala Martfnez em
phasized, demonstrated Castile's ability to execute a rapid naval action at 
some distance from home. The expedition to Sale was certainly not a fail
ure, because it achieved exactly what the king had hoped it would. His 
own testimony indicates that he was enthusiastic and ready to continue 
the African enterprise. 50 

The Conquest of Niebla 

In order to do so, he summoned the cortes to Seville at the end of 1260 

and early 1261, seeking counsel concerning the "affair of Africa that we 
have begun." As loyal vassals, the participants responded well to him, but 
we do not know what specific advice they gave.51 A passage in the royal 
chronicle, placed erroneously under the year 12ss, probably relates to this 
cortes. Noting that the king wished to make war against the Moors and 
"to conquer the land they held, especially what was near the city of Se
ville," the chronicle recorded that he took counsel whether he should first 
attack Niebla or Jerez. The decision was to begin with Jerez. The king and 
his counselors probably concluded that it was essential to have firm control 
over Jerez in order to protect the development of Puerto de Santa Maria 
and Cadiz, lying directly to the south. Once that was done an attack could 
be launched against Niebla. Quite possibly he asked the cortes for financial 
aid, but there is no exact evidence of that, except that years later he ordered 
an accounting of all taxes in arrears since the campaign of Niebla. 51 

One of the most important towns in the wne south of Seville, Jerez 
apparently acknowledged Castilian sovereignty after the fall of Seville, but 
remained under direct Muslim control, though independent of the king of 
Granada. lbn <Jdhari reported that in the year 659 of the Hegira ( 6 Decem
ber 1260-25 November 1261) the Moors agreed to allow the Castilians to 
occupy the citadel of Jerez. This coincides with the royal chronicle which 
stated that Alfonso X laid siege to Jerez for a month. Not wishing to sec 
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their orchards and vineyards destroyed and thinking they would later be 
able to throw off the Castilian yoke, the Moors forced their lord, lbn Abit, 
to come to terms with Alfonso X and to go into exile. As there were 
insufficient Christians to populate the place, the Moors would retain pos
session of their property and pay an annual tribute, but a Castilian garri
son would occupy the citadel. Probably in the late spring or early summer 
of 1261 Alfonso X entrusted the citadel to Nuno Gomalez de Lara, who in 
tum appointed Garcia G6mez Carrillo to act in his name. The Moors of 
Jerez, seeing the Casrilian host encamped at Puerto de Santa Marfa and a 
fleet offshore, probably decided that it was prudent to acknowledge Al
fonso X's sovereignty and to wait for the day when they could safely re
pudiate it.53 

With his control over this region assured, Alfonso X turned his at
tention to Niebla, a petty kingdom lying directly west of Seville, on the 
river Tinto. Consisting of a small area around the town itself and perhaps 
including Moguer, Huelva, and Gibrale6n, it was bounded on the south 
by the Atlantic Ocean and may have reached as far west as the river Gua
diana. As Almohad rule in Spain collapsed, the Moors of Niebla pro
claimed their independence in 1234 and aided Seville against Fernando III. 
Perhaps as Gomalez Jimenez suggested, in order to further his claims to 
the Algarve Alfonso X accepted the vassalage of lbn Mabrut, king of Nie
bla, who was listed among those confirming royal charters from early 1253 

until late June 1261; his name did not appear on 2 March 1262. The con
quest of Niebla thus must be placed between those later dates. Alfonso X 
described lbn Mabrut as "a man who was bold in war and peace." No 
source stated Casrilian reasons for attacking Niebla, though Ibn <Jdhari 
suggested that the king was remiss in paying tribute. That would have 
given Alfonso X an excuse for going to war, but it is more likely that the 
existence of this tiny kingdom was no longer compatible with his plans for 
expansion into Africa and his expressed desire to expel the Moors from 
Spain. The subjugation of Niebla would broaden Castilian access to the 
Atlantic and reduce the territory held by Spanish Muslims, and, as Gon
ulez Jimenez pointed out, it would bolster Castile's claims to the Algarve 
in opposition to Portugal. 54 

The king summoned all the men of the realm to join the host in the 
siege of Niebla. The royal chronicle's statement that the siege lasted ten 
months seems unlikely, especially since the king remained in Seville for 
much of that period and later emphasized that he had personally partici
pated in the capture of the town. Perhaps the preliminaries were begun 

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Figure 4 . A Christian taken captive by the Moors is restored to liberty by 
Hol y Mary . Cantigas 1k Santa Marla , 83. Escorial , Ms T.1.j. 

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



The African Crusade 177 

in the summer of 1261 and he joined the troops at the end of the year. Ibn 
Mabf iit, seeing his food supply dwindling, asked for terms and surren
dered near the end of February 1262. Alfonso X granted him lands and 
houses in the kingdom of Seville so that he could maintain himself in 
retirement. With the capture of Niebla, Alfonso X also gained control of 
Gibrale6n and Hudva and other places. 55 

Once the city was taken, the Moors were forced to evacuate and a 
Christian population was introduced. Alfonso X visited there on 1s August 
and gave the settlers a fum, and a standard. A year later he granted the 
Fuero rtlll to the citizens, noting that "this is the first place that we con
quered after we began to reign." In May and July he gave additional privi
leges and remarked that the military review hdd on St. John's Day, 
24 June, revealed that the citizens were properly prepared to defend them
selves. 56 He also granted privileges to Gibralc6n, including the fum, al
ready given to Huclva. 57 In 1267 he appointed his illegitimate son, Alfonso 
Fernandez, to fix the boundaries among Huclva, Niebla, Saltcs, and Gib
rale6n. Reference to a no longer extant libro del repllrtimimto indicates that 
a process of rcpopulation in the kingdom of Niebla similar to that of Se
ville had been undertaken. 58 The capture of Niebla also enabled the king 
to resolve the ambiguities concerning the boundaries between Castile and 
Portugal. 59 

After the fall of Niebla, Alfonso X again concentrated on the settle
ment of the coastal area around Puerto de Santa Maria and Cadiz. In his 
judgment, Puerto de Santa Maria was "one of the best places in the world 
to build a great town or a very great city." Thus he built a church there 
and gave every cncouragmcnt to settlers, assuring merchants that they 
would be safe and secure. Many came from Genoa and from far away 
Chartres to trade there while Catalan pirates threatened all. 60 As for Cadiz, 
Pope Urban IV acceded to the king's request to establish a bishopric there 
and also lauded his plan to be buried there, surely a measure of the esteem 
which Alfonso X had for the town. The establishment of the bishopric was 
postponed for several years because of the pope's death and, of course, 
Alfonso X was never interred in Cadiz.61 A major consequence of the de
velopment of Cadiz and Puerto de Santa Maria was to deprive the Moor
ish towns of Arcos, Jerez, Medina Sidonia and others of easy access to 
the sca.62 

By the middle of 1262 Alfonso X could take a certain satisfaction from 
his crusading efforts of the past few years. Although he failed to secure the 
participation of the kings of Arag6n and England, he won papal blessing 
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for his enterprise and the financial aid that it conveyed. Moreover, he built 
a fleet and developed a naval base at Puerto de Santa Marfa and Cadiz. 
The expedition to Sale did not result in the establishment of a foothold on 
the African coast, though that was probably not his expectation; the booty 
taken was immense. Closer to home, he effectively occupied the coastal 
area near the mouth of the Guadalete and the Gulf of Cadiz, and intro
duced a garrison into the citadel of neighboring Jerez. To the west, the 
kingdom of Niebla was conquered. As a result, the boundaries of Islamic 
Spain were substantially reduced. 

The Demand for Tarifa and Gibraltar 

Africa still beckoned. lbn al-Abmar, king of Granada, now presented Al
fonso X with a proposal for intervention there. It ought to be emphasized 
that there is no evidence of hostility between the two monarchs from the 
time lbn al-Abmar came to Toledo in March 1254 to acknowledge the king 
of Castile as his lord. Seeing the collapse of the Almohad empire in North 
Africa and no doubt thinking that this was an opportune time to close the 
Straits of Gibraltar to further invasion from Morocco-an invasion that 
would threaten the independence of Granada as well as the Christian 
states-Ibn al-Abmar decided to act. In the year of the Hegira 659 

(December 1260-November 1261) he sent a fleet from Algeciras to seize 
Ceuta, a port situated on the point of land directly opposite Gibraltar and 
to the east of Tangier. Striving to preserve its independence of both the 
Almohads and the Benimerines, Ceuta had no wish to submit to Granada 
and repelled the fleet. Smarting from this defeat, lbn al-Abmar hoped to 
gain his revenge by enlisting Castilian aid. 63 

More than likely Alfonso X was aware of the Granadan naval action 
which took place in the months following the expedition to Sale. When 
the two kings met at Jaen, probably in May 1262, lbn al-Abmar proposed 
a Castilian assault on Ceuta and promised that the Moors would collabo
rate. Alfonso X was attracted by the idea and expressed his desire to con
quer "Spain and Morocco and Ceuta and Arcila." Arcila lies on the 
Atlantic coast of Morocco some miles north of Sale. He informed lbn al
Abmar, however, that in order to mount an attack on Ceuta he required 
the ports of Tarifa and Gibraltar directly opposite the city. The Moorish 
king promised to surrender them in thirty days, but at the end of that 
period and of another thirty days, he had still not done so. Later he came 
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to Seville and informed Alfonso X that his counselors advised him not to 
yield those ports, but he still promised that he would do so. If the initial 
meeting of the two kings occurred in mid-May 1262 when Alfonso X was 
at Jacn, the cession of Gibraltar and Tarifa should have occurred a month 
later, or by the end of the second thirty-day period around the middle of 
July. A letter in which the king stated that he was so much pressed for 
time around St. John's Day (24 June) that he could not resolve a dispute 
between Toledo and Talavera, may indicate that he expected the cession of 
the two ports in June. 64 

While lbn al-Abmar delayed the surrender of Tarifa and Gibraltar, 
Alfonso X continued his efforts to strengthen his hold over the territories 
recently acquired. 65 In an action that lbn al-Abmar must have found dis
turbing, the king of Castile in 1263 ordered the Mudcjars of Ecija, located 
about equidistant between C6rdoba and Seville, to evacuate their town. 
Christian settlers were now introduced in their stead. One of the last acts 
of the Mudejars of Ecija was to assist the Christian authorities in deter
mining the municipal boundaries. Queen Violante received lordship of the 
town. 66 

Meanwhile, explaining that he "suffered many illnesses on the fron
tier" so that his people would not be injured or dishonored, Alfonso X 
asked Oviedo and perhaps other towns for a loan of 1000 mar1111edls. Al
though the citizens protested their great poverty, they declared their desire 
always to obey the king and made arrangements on 12 January 1264 to raise 
the money. Thanking them for their contribution to "the affair of Ca
diz"-pcrhaps he used the money for the fortification and urbanization of 
the town-he emphasized that their exemption from fonsadem would not 
be affected. 67 

In April the towns of Extrcmadura, complaining that they had been 
summoned to serve on the frontier for three months at their own expense 
without receiving from the king any portion of the fonsadem, a tax levied 
in lieu of such service, appealed to Queen Violante to intercede with her 
husband. After taking counsel with members of his court, he enacted an 
ordinance confirming tax exemptions given to urban knights in 1256 and 
now extending them to their dependents. Although the knights were 
bound by nature and lordship to serve him loyally, he acknowledged that 
it was right to reward them so they would have a greater desire to serve 
him in the future. 68 

Continuing to develop his naval strength, Alfonso X contracted with 
Genocsc merchants to construct three galleys for his service ( 29 April 1264) 
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and employed Hugo Vento, "admiral of the king of Castile," to assist with 
naval armament. 69 

Abruptly all this activity was brought to a halt when the Mudcjars of 
Andalusia and Murcia in concert with lbn al-Abmar revolted against Al
fonso X in May 1264. Whatever expectation he had of leading a crusade 
into North Africa was forever dashed. Henceforth he had to concentrate 
on the threat to his own realm from the Mudcjars and later from the Bcni
mcrincs of Morocco. 
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12. The Revolt of the MudCjars 

The revolt of the Mudejars marked a decisive turning point in the career 
and policy of Alfonso X. Until that time he could confidently plan an 
assault on selected points of the North African coast, dominate the depen
dent Muslim rulers of the peninsula, and pursue other objectives such as 
the imperial crown. The uprising revealed just how vubterable his king
dom was. Privileged though they might be in terms of their law and re
ligion, the Mudcjars proved to be unreliable subjects capable of sustaining 
a war for several years over a wide area and of enlisting the support of their 
correligionists in Morocco. The threat of Islam in Spain was much more 
serious than it had seemed up till then. 

The Disaffection of the King of Granada 

While Alfonso X was contemplating a possible assault on Ceuta and await
ing the delivery of Tarifa and Gibraltar, the king of Granada was assessing 
his situation. Alfonso X's development of naval bases and tentative settle
ments in Cadiz and Puerto de Santa Maria, his placement of a garrison in 
Jerez, his conquest of Niebla, and his expulsion of the Mudejars of Ecija, 
suggested that he might next contemplate hostile action against Granada 
itself. In the circumstances, the cession of Tarifa and Gibraltar would ef
fectively cut Granada off from the possibility of help from North Africa. 
If lbn al-Abmar yielded to Castilian demands, he ran the risk of facilitat
ing the eventual destruction of his own kingdom and of being deposed by 
his own people, who would regard his action as treachery. Alfonso X's 
tone of surprise, when recounting these developments, is itself cause 
for surprise, for he surely must have realized that his demands were 
unacceptable. 1 

Rather than await disaster, lbn al-Abmar appealed to Abu Yusuf, the 
Marinid emir of Morocco, who dispatched about 300 light cavalry to Ta
rifa, probably late in 1263. Quartered at Malaga, they were transferred to 
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Jerez when war broke out with Castile in 1264. News of their arrival, ac
cording to Jaime I, angered his son-in-law.2 

When the twenty-year truce between Granada and Castile came to an 
end in the year of the Hegira 662 (4 November 1263-23 October 1264), 

Ibn al-Abmar travelled to Seville ostensibly to renew it. Perhaps Al
fonso X reproached him for having summoned the Benimerincs. In any 
case, the Moorish king was greatly angered when he discovered that the 
streets adjacent to his lodgings were barricaded. Despite Alfonso X's ex
planations that the barricades were needed to prevent thieves from dis
turbing Ibn al-Abmar during his visit, he broke through the barricades 
and departed, vowing never to sec the king of Castile again, except in 
battle. 

But the incident at Seville was not the cause of the conflict that soon 
erupted. As suggested above, the reasons were far more substantial. lbn 
al-Abmar may deliberately have chosen to take offense, knowing that he 
would soon be at war with Castile. Not only had he asked for assistance 
from the Bcnimerines, but he also renewed his vassalage to Abii Zakariya>, 
the emir of Tunis, who had sheltered Alfonso X's brother Enrique. Per
haps even before his visit to Seville, the king of Granada conspired with 
the Mudejars of Murcia and Andalusia who agreed to rise on a certain day, 
while he would launch an offensive against Castile. Jaime I tells us that the 
Moors even had the audacity to plot the capture of the king, queen, and 
other members of the royal family in Seville. Alfonso X fornmatcly got 
wind of this and was able to avert the dangcr. 3 

The Beginning of the Revolt 

The date of the Mudejar uprising can be placed between 29 April 1264 

when lbn al-Abmar was recorded as usual as a royal vassal confirming 
Alfonso ~s charters, ands June when he was no longer listed. The revolt 
likely began sometime in May. 

The Moors of Jerez, who had been forced to accept a Castilian garri
son in the citadel in 1261, now rebelled and, aided by Marinid troops gar
risoned at Malaga, besieged the citadel. The royal chronicle related that 
Garcia G6mcz Carrillo, who held the citadel for Nuno Gonzalez de Lara, 
resisted manfully until all his men were killed. Alfonso X, however, told a 
different story. According to C11ntig11 345 Nuno was present in Jerez with 
a small band when the Moors attacked. Sending at once to Seville for help, 

Digitized by Google Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



The Revolt of the Mudejars 183 

he also indicated that he was unwilling to defend the citadel and would 
yield it to the king as soon as he arrived. A small detachment sent by the 
king reached Jerez in two days, but Nuno told them that the citadel could 
not be held and he had no desire to die there. As a result, only a few ill
equipped men were left to hold it, and they were overcome by mid-May. 
Though the king later reproached Nuno for the loss of Jerez, he did not 
do so at that time, but gave him instead revenues equivalent to those he 
had lost. Muslim sources report the fall of the citadel on 31 May 1264.4 

Meantime, the Moors of Arcos, Lcbrija, Medina Sidonia, and other 
towns threw off the Castilian yoke. In Mattera, Aleman, a knight of Cala
trava, successfully held the enemy at bay. King Abu Ja<far of Murcia, a 
vassal of Alfonso X, remained faithful, but his cousin al-Watiq, known to 
the Castilians as Alboaquiz, revolted and acknowledged lbn al-Abmar as 
overlord. The Moors of Lorca also joined the uprising. Within three 
weeks, according to Jaime I, Alfonso X lost some 300 towns, castles, and 
other strongholds. 5 

The Castilian Counterattack 

Shaken and surprised by this disaster, the king of Castile began to take 
essential countermeasures, but mounting an offensive was a slow process. 
After recounting at some length lbn al-Abmar's treachery from the time 
of the cortes of Toledo in 1259, Alfonso X declared his resolve to gather all 
his power against his enemies, and called on the bishops of Cuenca, Se
govia, and Sigi.ienza to preach a crusade throughout his realms. For that 
purpose, he sent them copies of crusading bulls he had received from In
nocent IV in 1246 and Alexander IV in 1259 to be used if he went to war 
against the Moors. He also appealed to Pope Clement IV to bring the 
bulls up to date and called on his father-in-law Jaime I, and probably his 
son-in-law Afonso III of Portugal, for military assistance.6 

Most historians seem to believe that by the autumn of 1264 Alfonso X 
had crushed the revolt in lower Andalusia and had only to deal with Gra
nada and Murcia thereafter, but the truth was otherwise. The chronology 
of his campaigns is muddled because the royal chronicle placed the upris
ing in 1262, the king's initial campaign in the plain of Granada in 1263, and 
the fall of Jerez and other towns in 1264. What seems likely to be the case 
is that after recovering from the shock of the uprising. and consulting 
nobles and townsmen at Seville, Alfonso X ravaged the plain of Granada 
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probably in July or August 1264 as far as Alcala de Bcnzaide {now Alcala 
la Real) about forty miles north of the Moorish capital. He also sent Nuno 
Gonzalez and Juan Gonzalez, master of Calatrava, to relieve Mattera and 
provided otherwise for the defense of the frontier. 7 

Inasmuch as the royal chronicle separated this initial campaign from 
the siege and capture of Jerez which it dated in the following year, it is 
unlikely that Alfonso X recovered so quickly that he was able to put down 
a significant part of the rebellion within six months of its inception. The 
suppression of the Mudcjar revolt was not easy and required much more 
time than has usually been thought. 

Realizing the need to exploit all his resources to the fullest, the king 
turned to the Order of Calatrava, which had stood in the vanguard of 
Castilian defense since the late twelfth century. As a reward for services 
"in the war that the king of Granada waged against us," he granted the 
Order the town and castle of Osuna, about twenty miles south of Ecija. 
He expected the knights to move their headquarters from Calatrava la 
Nucva, a few miles below Villarreal, and at some distance from the fron
tier, to this new location. From Osuna they would be better able to bring 
pressure to bear against Granada and to provide immediate defense for the 
frontier. His plan was never carried out, perhaps because it was too diffi
cult to accomplish during the war and because the knights, once the dan
ger had passed, preferred to remain at Calatrava la Nueva. 8 

In the next year, 1265, Clement IV responded to the king's pleas for 
help by issuing several crusading bulls. Calling on the faithful to pray for 
the triumph of Christian arms, he authorized Archbishop Rcmondo of 
Seville and Fray Juan Martfncz, bishop-elect of Cadiz, to preach the cru
sade throughout Spain, Genoa, and Pisa. For the time being preaching of 
the crusade to the Holy Land was suspended and the hundredth that the 
clergy were required to contribute to that crusade was now diverted to the 
war against the Moors; later the pope increased this to a tenth {tl«mui). 
Fearing that Alfonso X would treat the dmma as cavalierly as he had the 
tercias, the pope limited this levy to a term of three years. Even so, Al
fonso X obtained valuable financial and moral support from the papacy 
and the Castilian church. 9 

Given the threat posed by the Mudcjars, several towns of upper An
dalusia (C6rdoba, Jacn, Baeza, Ubcda, Andujar, San Esteban, Iznatoraf, 
Quesada, and Cawrla) met at Andujar on 26 April 126S with the nobles, 
Diego Sanchez de Funes and Sancho Martfncz de Jodar, to form an her
ma.ntlRd, or brotherhood for mutual defense. Affirming their loyalty to the 
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king, they pledged to cooperate an~ in order to coordinate their efforts, 
each town agreed to send two knights to an annual assembly at Andujar 
after Easter. 10 

With the coming of May, Alfonso X moved to C6rcloba, where he 
could most effectively carry out an invasion of the kingdom of Granada. 
While in the lowlands of Granada, he exempted from certain taxes the men 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, "who went to Jerez on my command in the host and 
came with me to Granada," and those who would come to future cam
paigns with suitable military equipment. He also granted various ex
emptions to the knights of Valladoli~ "who go in the host on the king's 
command." 11 Nevertheless, as the campaign yielded no significant result, 
the king returned to C6rcloba by the end of July. 

The Reconquest of Murcia 

While concentrating his attention on Andalusia and the kingdom of Gra
nada, Alfonso X was not unmindful of the revolt in Murcia, where Infante 
Manuel and Pelayo Perez Correa, master of Santiago, helped to rally the 
Christian forces. The king now asked Queen Violante to intercede with 
her father, Jaime I, who learned of the Mudcjar uprising on 24 June 1264. 
Despite the coolness of his recent relations with Alfonso X, Jaime I re
sponded positively to his daughter's plea. Summoning the Catalan prelates 
and no~lcs to Barcelona in July and their Aragonesc counterparts to Za
ragoza in November, he asked for a subsidy, justifying his request as 
follows: 

I do not wish to betray my daughter nor my grandchildren, nor do I wish to 
disinherit them . . . although I need not aid him [ Alfonso X] out of valor or 
duty, yet I should help him because he is one of the most powerful men in 
the world, and ifl do not aid him now and he emerges safely from the conflict 
in which he now finds himself, he will always hold me as his mortal 
enemy. . . . If the king of Castile loses his kingdom we will be badly off in 
our kingdom. Therefore, it is better to hasten to defend his kingdom now 
than to have to defend ours later. 

Although the Catalans, after much grumbling, consented to a tax levy, the 
Aragoncsc challenged their king, compelling him to make certain conces
sions at a later date. 12 
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Meanwhile the Christians in several Murcian towns such as Lorca, 
Orihuela, Alicante, and Cartagena continued to resist the Moors. To 
encourage them, Alfonso X granted them various privileges. The men 
of Lorca, for example, were allowed to keep for themselves the fifth of 
booty owed to the crown in any cavalcade against the Moors. For their 
"service in this war," the settlers in Orihuela were granted the fueros and 
liberties of Alicante and were assured that when the king made a formal 
partition of lands there, he would also issue a solemn privilege to that 
effect. 13 

In the fall of 126s, after gathering what troops and financial aid he 
could and favored by Clement IV's proclamation of the crusade and the 
grant of the decima for three years, Jaime I advanced to the Murcian fron
tier.14 In November the Moors of Villena submitted, asking their lo~ 
Infante Manuel, to pardon them and allow them to keep their lands, as 
indeed he did. Soon after the king received the submission of Elda, Petter, 
and Crevillente. As he moved to Alicante on the coast, the rebels in Eiche 
came to terms on 21 December. Continuing in a southwesterly direction, 
he came to Orihuela to prepare for an attack on Murcia, the principal rebel 
stronghold. 15 

After a skirmish with Granadan troops sent to relieve Murcia, Jaime I 
interrrupted the campaign to meet Alfonso X at Alcaraz on the frontiers 
of their respective kingdoms in early December. During the eight days of 
their meeting, they discussed "the affair of the Saracens" and Alfonso X 
evidently authorized his father-in-law to reward his followers in Murcia 
once the war was concluded. 16 

At the beginning of the new year, Jaime I advanced once more from 
Orihuela to besiege Murcia. By the end of the month, the defenders could 
no longer hold out and asked for terms. Assuring them that they would 
be permitted to retain their goods and that Alfonso X would receive them 
once more into his favor, Jaime I accepted the surrender of Murcia on 
31 January 1266. 17 After rewarding his followers with lands and castles in 
the conquered territories and providing for the defense of Murcia, he re
turned to his own realm in March. Pope Clement IV felicitated him for 
having restored Murcia to Christian rule. 18 

Hostilities in the kingdom of Murcia may be said to have fonnally 
terminated on 23 June 1266 when representatives of the Moorish aljlUIIII of 
the city renewed their allegiance to Alfonso X. "Recognizing the error that 
the Moors of Murcia committed against the most high and noble lord, 
King Alfonso," they humbly asked his pardon, mercy, and favor. 19 
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The Capitulation of Jerez 

Grateful that Murcia was once again in his power, Alfonso X was now able 
to give full attention to the suppression of the revolt in Andalusia. Real
izing the need to gather all the forces available to him, early in 1266 he 
summoned the troops of Burgos and its villages to the host and ordered 
the return to them of the fimstulera,, the tax due in lieu of military service, 
that they had already paid. 20 

The principal thrust of the campaign in the summer of 1266 was di
rected against Jerez and was crowned with success when the town capitu
lated. According to the royal chronicle, after a siege of five months the 
Moors offered to surrender both the town and the citadel if Alfonso X 
would allow them to depart freely. Although he was exceedingly angry 
with them, he was anxious to recover possession, especially as he feared 
that the Benimerincs would invade the peninsula. Rather than run the risk 
of having Jerez fall into Marinid hands, he accepted the terms offered and 
allowed the Moors to evacuate the town. The Moors of Vejer, Medina 
Sidonia, and Puerto de Santa Marfa to the south of Jerez surrendered as 
did those of Rota and Sanlucar de Barrameda to the west. Returning 
northward to Seville, by way of Arcos and Lebrija, he recovered the castle 
of Arcos and expelled the Moors. 21 

The royal chronicle confused the chronology relating to the surrender 
of Jerez and the other towns of lower Andalusia because it dated these 
events in 1264. Local historians, taking the chronicle at its word and cal
culating a siege of five months from the beginning of the Mudcjar revolt 
in May, concluded that Jerez surrendered in October 1264. According to 
popular tradition the surrender occurred on the feast of St. Denis, 9 Oc
tober, though there is no supporting documentary evidence. As three 
royal charters supposedly given in Jerez on 9 October 1264 arc not extant, 
I do not believe this information is worthy of credcnce. 22 

On the contrary, two sources affirm that Jerez was taken in 1266. Gon
zalo de la Finojosa, bishop of Burgos, writing early in the fourtcenth
ccntury, reported that the king took Jerez on the feast of St. Denis (incor
rectly dated 19 October), in the era 1304, that is, 1266.23 The Libro del 
repartimimto de Jerez, copied from the original in 1338, recorded that "this 
is the book of partition made of the houses in the town of Jerez at the 
time that the very noble king Lord Alfonso gained the said town, which 
was the fourth day of the month of October in the era 1304," that is, 1266. 

Gonzalez Jimenez suggested that the Moors capitulated on 4 October and 
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After failing to subdue the Banii AshqUiila by main force, lbn al
Abmar decided to detach them from Alfonso X, and proposed nego
tiations for peace. Meeting at Alcala de Bcnzaidc (now Alcala la Real, 
about twenty miles southwest of Jacn), probably in June 1267, the two 
monarchs agreed to a truce. lbn al-Abmar renewed his vassalage, promis
ing to pay an annual tribute of 2so,ooo ~- He also requested a 
pardon for the Mw-cian rebel al-Watiq (Alboaquiz), and granted a truce 
of one year to the Banii Ashqiliila. During that time he would endeavor 
to come to tcmis with them; if he could not, Alfonso X would withdraw 
his support from them. 29 

Alfonso X communicated his triumph to Clement IV, who congratu
lated him because "that detestable traitor, that cunning enemy, the king of 
Granada, at last submitted his iron neck to your authority." The pope also 
expressed the hope that the remnants of the rebellion would soon be 
crushed. 30 

The Resettlement of Andalusia 

The major task now facing Alfonso X was the reconstruction of Andalusia. 
The general principle that he applied was the expulsion of the Mudcjars 
and their replacement by Christian colonists. The work of repopulation 
began in earnest in the fall of 1267 after the submission of lbn al-Abmar. 
During his residence in Jerez from 2 October to 23 November and again 
from 12 January to 1s May 1268, Alfonso X appointed partitioners to dis
tribute lands and houses in the city and its district. Fortunately, the book 
of distribution drawn up after the surrender of Jerez in October 1266 has 
come down to us. Divided into six parishes, the city had about 2000 in
habitants. The majority ( 1711) were Christians, among whom were more 
than 1500 footsoldiers, slightly more than 200 wban knights, and 42 noble 
knights. Ninety Jews were settled in their own district. Although Mu
dcjars native to Jerez were excluded, 27 Mudcjars from other towns, 
with their own """1de and their own mosque, were dispersed through 
the city.31 

So that Jerez "might be better populated and honored," the king as
signed lands and 200 ~ to each of 40 noble knights, who had to 
be ready to serve him with horses and arms as his vassals. 32 The Order of 
Calatrava also received houses and lands adjacent to the holdings of the 
knights of Alclntara and Santiago, on condition of maintaining a com
mander there equipped with horse and arms. The king restricted the num-
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the king made his entrance on the feast of St. Denis, 9 October. According 
to Cantig11 345 he celebrated his triumph by restoring the statue of the 
Virgin Mary to the chapel in the citadel of Jerez. 24 

ff the Mudejar revolt in lower Andalusia was suppressed with com
parative case, within five months of its inception as the royal chronicle 
implied, one would have to wonder why Alfonso X took so long to reduce 
Granada to obedience and why he did not join Jaime I in crushing the 
rebellion in Murcia. The reason, I am convinced, is that the Mudcjar revolt 
in lower Andalusia was much more alarming than has been recognized 
and that the surrender of Jerez took place, not in October 1264, but two 
years later, between 4-9 October 1266.15 

The other towns of Vejer, Medina Sidonia, Rota, Sanlucar, Lcbrija, 
and Arcos probably submitted in late October or early November. After 
returning to Seville, Alfonso X granted the fum, of Seville to the Christian 
settlers in Arcos and confirmed its boundaries as they were under Moorish 
rule. 26 The royal chronicle noted that winter was approaching when the 
campaign concluded. This stage of the Mudcjar revolt was now crushed, 
but the evacuation of the Moors from Jerez and other towns presented the 
king with the problem of replacing them with Christian settlers. 

The Submission of the King of Granada 

While preparing to renew the campaign in April 1267, Alfonso X obtained 
from Pontcvcdra and other towns of the archdiocese of Compostcla "a 
strPicio in aid of this war, from which we cannot excuse them." Archbishop 
Sancho II of Toledo, together with many nobles, took the crusader's vow 
and journeyed to the frontier in readiness for the coming campaign. While 
applauding this effort, Pope Clement IV insisted that the king give a writ
ten promise that he would not continue collecting the tercuu once the 
three-year period expired. 27 

About this time Alfonso X received unexpected assistance from 
within the enemy camp. The governors (11m1eces) of Malaga and Guadix, 
members of the Banii Ashqiliila family, asked his protection and offered 
their services. Irritated by lbn al-Abmar's welcome to the Marinid troops 
and believing that their own preeminent position in control of the army 
would be undercut by these newcomers, the Banii Ashqiliila decided to 
challenge their king. Delighted by this sign of dissension among th~ 
Moors, Alfonso X sent Nuno Gonzalez de Lara with 1000 knights to as
sure the governors of his protcction. 28 
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ber of principal grants to thirty, probably with the intention of enhancing 
the power and influence of the noble knights receiving them. In 1274 his 
son Alfonso Fernandez was entrusted with the task of establishing the 
boundaries between Jerez and neighboring Lebrija, Arcos, Alcala, and 
Medina Sidonia. 33 In the king's mind, Jerez was clearly intended to be the 
principal city in lower Andalusia. With a population of nearly 2000, it was 
four to five times bigger than other towns in the region and was surpassed 
only by Seville and C6rdoba. 

Royal efforts to develop Puerto de Santa Maria and Cadiz, inter
rupted by the Mudcjar revolt, were now vigorously pressed. Puerto de 
Santa Marfa, directly to the south of Jerez at the mouth of the Guadalcte 
river, provided access to the Atlantic Ocean. By devoting twenty-four am
tit,m to the praise of Puerto de Santa Maria and the miracles wrought there 
by the Virgin Mary, the king hoped to attract settlers; but his hope that it 
would become a great port city did not reach fruition, as the number of 
colonists in the early years remained rather low. 34 

Tradition has it that Guillen de Berja and 100 men were the first to 
settle at Cadiz, opposite Puerto de Santa Maria on the Gulf of Cadiz. The 
king gave them five manors (IIU/uerllls) and in 1263 allowed them to hold a 
monthly fair, exempted them from portt,zgo, and assured foreign mer
chants trading there that they would only have to pay two-thirds of the 
fees charged at Seville. 35 After the suppression of the Mudcjar uprising, he 
distributed lands there to 300 settlers, of whom 200 were required to be 
lancers and 100 crossbowmen. Many of them came from the ports on the 
Bay of Biscay. 36 The date, 9 November 126+, when the partitioners ap
pointed by the king were said to begin their work probably ought to be 
corrected to 1267. Further partitions were made on 1s January 1268 and a 
twelfth partition was completed by 4 May 1275. Only an incomplete text 
of the book of distribution is now extant. 37 

Despite the fact that Cadiz was not much more than a village, it was 
the scat of a bishopric. Pope Urban IV had agreed to establish an episcopal 
see there in 1263 but his death halted execution of his order. Thus Al
fonso X appealed to Clement IV, who transferred the ancient sec of Si
donia to Cadiz and ordered Archbishop Remondo of Seville to consecrate 
Fray Juan Martinez as bishop. 38 Archbishop Remondo was not happy 
with the establishment of the new diocese, but in November 1267 at Jerez 
he agreed with Fray Juan Martinez, who was consecrated toward the end 
of the year, to delimit their respective boundaries. 39 

The prospects for the future growth of Cadiz and Puerto de Santa 
Marfa seemed good to the Dominican Friar Maurice who visited there 
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around 1273 and described it as "a strong and well-walled city" with a 
bishop. The difficulty of attracting settlers to Cadiz and Puerto de Santa 
Marfa was great, however, because of the continued threat of invasion 
from Morocco, which became a reality in the 1270s. The region around 
Puerto de Santa Marfa was so devastated that Alfonso X had to begin 
again by publishing a charter of population in 1281. 40 

Alfonso X also granted numerous concessions to other towns in the 
Guadalcte valley in order to stimulate settlement. He accorded the noble 
knights of Arcos and Medina Sidonia the same privileges as his vassals in 
Toledo, including tax exemptions. Other settlers were guaranteed the fran
chises of Seville. Both towns were authorized to have a market each Thurs
day, assuring all those who attended full security in their persons and 
goods. 41 Some towns in the Guadalcte valley were hardly more than for
tified places until the end of the cenrury; that was the case with Vejer de 
la Frontera which was not repopulated until 1288, when it had 176 settlers. 
The boundaries delimiting Medina Sidonia and its neighbors, Jerez, Ar
cos, Vejer, Tarifa, Algeciras, and Alcala de los Gazules were drawn in 
1269.42 Farther west, the boundaries of Niebla, Saltes, Huelva, and Gibra
le6n were fixed in 1267. Two years later the right of common pasturage 
was given to Seville, Jerez, Carmona, Gibrale6n and the other towns of 
the region. 43 

In view of the grave economic distress caused by the war, Alfonso X 
convened an assembly during his stay at Jerez early in 1268. Because of 
general complaints of the high cost of living, he summoned merchants and 
other good men from Castile-Le6n, Extremadura, and Andalusia to assist 
him in repairing the damage done to the economy. The assembly enacted 
a detailed series of laws regulating prices and wages, fixing the coinage 
and its equivalences, controlling exports and imports, and establishing 
customs stations on the Bay of Biscay, in Andalusia (Huelva, Cadiz, Vejer, 
Jerez, and Seville), and in Murcia (Cartagena, Alicante, and Eiche). Inas
much as the new Christian settlers at Jerez had to bear the brunt of hous
ing and otherwise providing for this assembly, the king assured them that 
in the future they would not be compelled to give lodgings against their 
will and without payment. 44 

The Repopulation of Murcia 

While still preoccupied by the resolution of the war with Granada and the 
settlement of western Andalusia, Alfonso X was also mindful of recon-

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



192 Chapter 12 

struction in the kingdom of Mwcia. After taking initial measures to pro
vide for dcfcnsc and appointing an tulellmttulo ,uyor, he turned to the task 
of rcpopulation. Only by bringing in substantial numbers of Christian 
settlers could the security of the region be .. guaranteed. With respect to 
Murcia itself, he ordered the Mudcjars to evacuate the city proper and to 
settle in the suburb of Arrixaca within forty days; there they were assured 
of religious liberty and the use of their own laws and customs. In order to 
prevent Christians and Muslims from coming to blows, a wall was erected 
between the city and the suburb. Omtig11 169 related how the Moors had 
often importuned Alfonso X to demolish the chapel dedicated to the Vir
gin Mary in the Arrixaca, but the Moorish king would not consent be
cause he feared to incur Mary's wrath. 45 

Partitioncrs appointed in June 1266 carried out the third distribution 
( the first two were cffcaed by Alfonso X before he became king and by 
Jaime I after the conquest of Mwcia) which affected half the Murcian 
municipal district. The king approved their work on 14 May 1267, but 
ordered a fourth distribution to be undertaken at once. A fifth distribution 
in 1272 reduced the Mudcjars to less than half the area reserved to them in 
1266. The book of distribution compiled in 1272 records the work of the 
partitioners over the previous six years. Later concessions to Christians 
limited the Mudcjars still further. 46 

A municipal council was organized in Murcia and the fuero of Seville 
was given to the city in 1266, though in practice, the Fum, mu became the 
basic municipal code.47 Other dispositions concerned the administtation 
of justice, the obligations of citizenship, taxes and revenues, and the eco

nomic development of the city. As a means of encouraging prosperity, 
both a weekly market and an annual fair to be held for two weeks at Mich
aelmas were authorized. 41 

Much the same procedure was followed in the other towns. A town 
council was established, the fuero of Murcia was granted to the settlers, 
the boundaries of the municipal district were marked, and partitioners 
were named to distribute lands and houses. In the case of Lorca, situated 
about fifty miles southeast of Murcia, the text of the distributions executed 
between 1268 and 1272 is extant. Alfonso X confirmed the second distri
bution (the first was carried out in the years before the Mudcjar revolt) in 
1270; the third was completed on 7 August 1272. 49 To foster settlement, the 
king granted exemptions from payment of the royal fifth of booty and 
tolls, and he gave the town royal rents of shops, mills, ovens, and baths to 
use for its defense. He also granted Lorca the fuero and franchises of C6r-
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doba, spelling out the details of municipal government, tributary and mili
tary obligations, and authorizing a fair during the two weeks before and 
after Martinmas. 50 

In August 1265, in the midst of the Mudcjar revolt, Alfonso X gave 
the fuero of Alicante to the Christians defending the castle of Orihuela, 
about fifteen miles northeast of Murcia, and pledged to reward them once 
he partitioned the region. 51 He determined the boundaries of Orihuela 
and confirmed the initial distribution of houses and lands on IS July 1266. 

Three distributions were carried out between 1266 and 1271. 52 Recalling his 
promise to the castle defenders, he orderet;-1 them to be given a third more 
than other settlers. The citizens were to enjoy the franchises of Murcia, 
were exempted from various tributes, and were assured of the right to sell 
their holdings to others who would establish citizenship there. A weekly 
market was established and an annual fair was also authorized. 53 As else
where, there were difficulties in persuading persons to whom lands were 
allotted to take up residence in Orihuela. On that account, the king had 
to order a fourth distribution in 1272, instructing the partitioners to dis
pose of unoccupied holdings. 54 In December he confirmed the latest dis
tribution -of houses and lands in Orihuela. 55 

Alfonso X also tried to develop Alicante, a seaport on the coast about 
forty miles northeast of Murcia, giving it privileges similar to those of 
other towns. 56 Most importantly he sought to nurture trade and com
merce there by regulating tariffs on exports and imports and giving con
cessions to foreign merchants. He also declared that all those, including 
the Templars and Hospitallers, going overseas to the Holy Land should 
sail from Alicante or Cartagena. 57 As some who had shared in the distri
bution failed to establish residence in the city, in May 1271 he required 
them to do so by Martinmas next, otherwise local magistrates would dis
pose of their holdings. 58 

Cartagena, the other major seaport in the kingdom of Murcia, was 
also the seat of a bishopric whose extent was determined in 1266. 59 As he 
had in Alicante, Alfonso X encouraged overseas commerce by allowing 
Christian merchants to bring their goods to Cartagena free of customs 
duties. He also permitted ship captains to keep whatever booty they might 
take from his enemies on the high scas.60 The king's brother Manuel, who 
held the lordship of Eiche just south of Alicante, granted the Christian 
inhabitants the fuero of Seville and confirmed their privileges and the dis
tribution of houses and lands.61 In like manner the king favored smaller 
settlements. 62 
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In spite of these measures to attact settlers, many persons were loath 
to take up residence on the frontier with all the dangers that that entailed; 
others who were somewhat braver changed their minds after a few years 
and abandoned their holdings. Realizing that much more needed to be 
done, Alfonso X, once he terminated the war with Granada, returned to 
Murcia in February 1271 and remained there until the fall of 1272, engaged 
in the task of repopulation. Many years would pass, however, before the 
kingdom of Murcia was well settled and prosperous. 

The King of Granada and the Banu Ashqiliila 

While Alfonso X attended to repopulation for several years following the 
suppression of the Mudcjar uprising, his relations with the kingdom of 
Granada continued to be strained. By supporting the Banii Ashqiliila, he 
hoped to undermine lbn al-Abmar and keep his kingdom in a permanent 
state of weakness and disunity. Conversely, the king of Granada was anx
ious to compel the rebels to return to their unqualified allegiance. As the 
one-year truce he had given them was coming to a close, in June 1268 he 
visited Alfonso X at Seville, urging him to abandon the Banii Ashqiliila as 
he had promised. The king of Castile refused to do so, realizing that by 
encouraging the rebels he would always be able to keep lbn al-Abmar off 
balance. lbn al-Abmar was greatly irritated because he knew that he would 
now always be kept in a species of servitude to Castile.63 

During the visit, Nuno, the son of Nuno Gonzalez de Lara, came to 
lbn al-Abmar's tent to complain of the many injuries his family had re
ceived at the hands of Alfonso X. Ibn al-Abmar offered his sympathy and 
alliance if the Laras would aid him in bringing down the Banii Ashqiliila, 
but for the time being nothing came of this. 64 

Now fully determined to crush the Banii Ashqiliila, the king of Gra
nada sent his son to besiege Malaga, one of the rebel strongholds, in June 
1270, but in vain. Then, in September 1271, lbn al-Abmar appealed for help 
to Abii Yiisuf, the Marinid emir. Though moved by the pleas of the king 
of Granada, Abii Yusuf was unable to respond until he had first consoli
dated his rule in Morocco. After defeating his principal rival in February 
1272, he was ready to consider the possibility of sending troops into the 
pcninsu1 65 a. 

In the meantime, Alfonso X, busy with the settlement of Murcia, 
continued to maintain pressure on Granada. As a sign of his intentions, he 
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pledged that when he captured Alcala de Bcnzaide (Alcala la Real), a for
tress guarding the approach to Granada about forty miles to the south, he 
would give it to the Order of Calatrava. He also enlisted the support of 
Jaime I, who was preparing the Valcncian frontier against a possible war 
with the Moors. They probably discussed the Moorish problem when they 
met between Requena and Bufiol in February 1271. When they met again 
at Alicante in the following February, the king of Arag6n advised Al
fonso X to give up his support of the Banii Ashqiliila and establish harmo
nious relations with the king of Granada; but Jaime I also authorized his 
Catalan subjects to participate with Castile in the war against Granada. 66 

The Order of Santa Maria de Espafta 

Just as his twelfth-century predecessors had entrusted the defense of ad
vanced positions on the frontier to the military orders, Alfonso X came to 
the conclusion that coastal defense might also be assigned to them. Rather 
than add to the responsibilities of existing orders, he established a new one 
called the Order of Santa Marfa de Espana, a title reflecting his devotion 
to the Virgin Mary. The Order was also known as the Order of the Star, 
in memory of Mary, Star of the Sea, who guided seafarers. The king's 
second son, Sancho, who appeared as "1,ftrez and admiral of the confrater
nity of Santa Marfa in 1272, was entrusted with the administration of the 
Order. 67 

In order to provide the new Order with greater cohesion and dedi
cation, the king appealed to the Cistercian General Chapter to approve the 
Order's constitutions which were based on those of the Order of Cala
trava. Calatrava was affiliated to the Order of Otcaux and subject to annual 
visitations by the abbot of Morimond. A royal petition seconded by Juan 
Gonzalez, master of Calatrava, was received by the General Chapter in 
1270. Two years later the Cistercians entrusted the new Order to the care 
of the abbot of Grandsclve who would have the obligation of visitation 
each year and of appointing the prior who would direct the conventual 
brethren. 68 Now headquartered at Cartagena, the Order appeared under 
the headship of a master, Pedro Nwicz, former grand commander of the 
Order of Santiago. Another convent was established at La C:Orufia on the 
northwest Atlantic coast and in 1274 the king gave the Order various fines 
levied by his court. However, in 1272 Pope Gregory X postponed giving 
his approval to the Order on the grounds that the military orders, though 
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humble in origin, had grown overmighty in recent years. Six years later 
Pope Nicholas III condemned the king's unilateral action in establishing 
the Order without papal approval. 69 

The End oflbn al-Abmar 

In 1272, anxious to be on his way to the Holy Roman Empire, Alfonso X 
had an interview with Ibn al-Abmar at Jacn and then left Murcia for Al
caraz. There he learned of the arrival of a contingent of Benimerincs in 
July who attacked Vtjer. He asked the nobles to join Infantcs Fernando 
and Manuel on the frontier, but they refused because they were already 
conspiring with Abu Yusuf. In the fall of 1272 they broke with the king 
and went into exile to the kingdom of Granada where lbn al-Abmar gave 
them a warm welcome. Though he hoped to use these new allies against 
the Banu Ashqiliila, he died soon after their arrival on 22 January 1273. 70 

As the first of the N~rid dynasty that ruled until the final destruction 
of Muslim power in Spain in 1492, a period longer than the rule of the 
Umayyads, Almoravids, or Almohads, lbn al-Abmar accomplished the ex
traordinary feat of establishing the kingdom of Granada at a time when 
Christian power appeared invincible. By adroit diplomacy he maintained 
his independence of Castile, while also avoiding dangerous entanglements 
with the Muslims of North Africa. When he gave his support to the Mu
dcjar rebels, his relations with Alfonso X altered entirely. The revolt so
bered Alfonso X, who came to realize that adventures in Morocco could 
be dangerous if his situation in the peninsula was not secure. For that 
reason he tried to change the character of the population in the affected 
regions by expelling the Mudejars, but the process of introducing Chris
tian settlers was not really completed during his lifetime. One positive 
consequence of the Mudcjar revolt was that Jaime I and Alfonso X drew 
closer than they had ever been before. 
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Perhaps Alfonso X's most consuming passion was his quest for the crown 
of the Holy Roman Empire. 1 Indeed, his ambition extended to the entire 
inheritance of Emperor Frederick II: the Holy Roman Empire, including 
greater Germany and northern Italy, and the kingdom of Naples and Si
cily. Although he hoped to gain recognition as emperor, the focus of his 
attention, like that of Frederick II, was Italy. Conceiving of himself as heir 
to the Visigothic imperial tradition, he perhaps dreamed of uniting the 
Iberian and Italian peninsulas under his leadership. By gaining dominance 
over the western Mediterranean in this way, his plan to recover North 
Africa as part of the Visigothic legacy would be facilitated. Thus his aspi
ration to ascendancy in Spain, his projected African crusade, and his quest 
for the imperial title were all linked together. 

Castile and the Empire 

Castilian relations with the empire were longstanding. Alfonso X's grcat
grandfather, Alfonso VIII, initiated a rapprochement in 1188 when he be
trothed his daughter Berenguela to Conrad of Hohenstaufen, the third 
son of Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, but the marriage was never solem
nized. Nevertheless, the attraction of an imperial alliance was such that in 
1219 Bcrengucla arranged the marriage of her son Fernando III to Beatriz, 
daughter of Emperor Philip of Swabia, Barbarossa's second son. Beatriz's 
mother was Irene, daughter of the Byzantine Emperor Isaac II Angelus. 
Thus, through his mother, Alfonso X was connected to both the German 
and Byzantine imperial families. 2 

A Castilian monarch ordinarily would never have been a candidate 
for the imperial office, but the papal deposition of Frederick II in 1245 and 
continuing opposition to his son Conrad IV, who died in 1254, opened the 
way for Alfonso X. 3 Although a member of "that race of vipers," as the 
popes called the Hohenstaufen family, Alfonso X could confidently present 
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himself to the German princes ~d the papacy as an acceptable alternative. 
Nevertheless, the task of convincing them that their interests would best 
be served by acknowledging him ultimately proved to be insurmountable. 

Many years before the possibility of becoming emperor emerged, Al
fonso X endeavored to acquire the duchy of Swabia as part of his mother's 
inheritance. Beatriz and Fernando III originally expected to secure Swabia 
for their second son Fadrique, whose name Frederick was a reminder of 
his German great-grandfather. In 1240 when he was about seventeen he 
was sent to Italy where he remained with Frederick II until 1245, when he 
returned home without any assurance of the emperor's support. 4 

Alfonso X probably did not look with favor on his younger brother's 
efforts and seems to have put forward his own claims, which Pope Inno
cent IV promised to uphold. In his last will, however, the emperor deter
mined that Swabia should go to his son Conrad IV. 5 In his determination 
to eradicate the Hohenstaufen family, Innocent IV awarded the duchy to 
the anti-emperor, William of Holland, but Pope Alexander IV was more 
supportive of Alfonso X's attempts to acquire his inheritance. 6 

Recognition by Pisa and Marseilles 

Although Alfonso X had had his sights on the imperial crown for some 
time, he became actively involved in the quest for empire only after the 
death of William of Holland in January 1256. The king's ambitions began 
to assume substantive reality when he sought alliance with the maritime 
republics of Marseilles and Pisa for his projected African crusade. Mar
seilles gave assurances of collaboration on 17 January 1256, but when news 
spread of the death of William of Holland, Pisa, a Ghibelline town, de
cided to acknowledge Alfonso X as emperor. A long-time rival of Genoa, 
Pisa probably hoped to secure Castilian protection against her neighbors, 
as well as commercial privileges in Sicily and North Africa. 7 

Bandino Lancia, the Pisan ambassador, formally recognized Alfonso X 
as king of the Romans at Soria on 18 March 1256. After recalling the king's 
descent from the dukes of Swabia, to whom the imperial crown rightfully 
belonged, and from Manuel Comnenus, the Byzantine Emperor, Lancia 
declared that Alfonso X could unite the western and eastern empires as 
they had been in the time of Caesar and Constantine. In fact, Alfonso X 
was not descended from Manuel Comnenus, though Queen Violante 
was. 11 The idea of reuniting the two empires and with them the Greek and 
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Latin churches was obviously intended to gain papal backing. Then, in the 
name of the commune of Pisa, Lancia hailed Alfonso X as "king of the 
Romans and emperor of the Roman empire now vacant." Presenting the 
king with the Old and New Testaments, the cross and the sword, Lancia 
knelt and kissed his foot as a sign of fidelity. For his part, Alfonso X ac
cepted the election, assuring Pisa of his special favor.9 

In a separate pact concluded on IS April Alfonso X pledged to send 
soo knights and a number of crossbowmen to defend Pisa against her ene
mies. In return for commercial privileges in his domains and in Sicily, 
should he acquire it, and a share in his conquests in the Algarve and Africa, 
Pisa promised within forty days to provide ten armed galleys for four 
months in his service in Italy and Africa. 10 

Pisa's action evidently persuaded Marseilles to follow suit. As the im
perial throne was vacant, the city's envoys recognized Alfonso X as em
peror at Segovia on 12 September and on the next day concluded an 
alliance with Castile. While the king promised to defend the city against 
its enemies, Marseilles pledged ten galleys for three months of service in 
the western Mediterranean both against Christians and the Saracens of 
Africa. Although Charles of Anjou controlled Marseilles, the city effec
tively broke with him at this point. 11 

The Double Election of 1257 

Recognition by Pisa and Marseilles was insufficient to assure Alfonso X of 
the imperial crown; that would come only after he was duly elected by the 
German princes. Soon after the Pisans acknowledged him, the king sent 
his envoy to France to enlist the backing of Louis IX, and then to Germany 
to win over the electors. 12 Alfonso X's principal rival, Richard of Cornwall, 
brother of King Henry III of England, had already expended great sums 
to gain support and accepted the offer of the imperial crown from German 
envoys at Chrismw 1256. The election, set to take place at Frankfort on 
13 January 1257, was a disorderly affair. Alfonso X's supporters Archbishop 
Arnold of Trier and Duke Albert of Saxony excluded from the city Arch
bishop Conrad of Cologne, who was committed to Richard of Cornwall. 
Undaunted, Conrad held an election outside the city. In his own name 
and those of Gerhard, Archbishop of Mainz, and Ludwig of Bavaria, the 
Count Palatine, he elected Richard. 13 Richard reported that Ottakar, King 
of Bohemia, sent his envoys to give his consent to the election, but there 
seems to be no basis whatever for that statement. 14 
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Refusing to accept this decision, Archbishop Arnold of Trier con
vened another meeting for Palm Sunday, 1 April. According to the Castil
ians, Pope Alexander IV urged and indeed commanded the election of 
Alfonso X. On the king's behalf, Archbishop Arnold reportedly offered 
20,000 marks to the king of Bohemia, the duke of Saxony, and the mar
grave of Brandenburg, for their votes. Then, together with the procurators 
of Saxony and Brandenburg who were present, the archbishop elected the 
king of Castile. Ottakar of Bohemia, a first cousin of Alfonso X, also seems 
to have consented to this election. 15 Alfonso X later argued that he had 
been elected "by the greater and wiser part of the German princes." 16 In 
fact, the princes had divided their votes, allowing both the duke of C:Om
wall and the king of Castile to claim victory. No one imagined that their 
dispute would continue for fifteen ycars.17 

Richard gained a small advantage by going to Germany to be 
crowned by the archbishop of C:Ologne on 17 May 1257 at Aachen. When 
Alfonso X complained to Henry III, he replied that he had not aided his 
brother against Castile, even though Richard had been duly elected and 
crowned. When pressed further, the English king declared forthrightly 
that he would stand with Richard. 11 

German representatives officially informed Alfonso X of his election 
on 18 August at Burgos. Bishop Eberhard of C:Onstance, the head of the 
delegation, recorded that he read to the assembled court, which included 
envoys of the kings of Bohemia, Arag6n, Hungary, France, Navarre, and 
Portugal, papal letters recommending Alfonso X to the electors. No such 
letters arc extant; if they were they would indicate that Alexander IV had 
shown his preference for the king of Castile, but an Italian chronicler 
stated that the pope did not wish to favor one candidate over the other. 19 

The pope may have concluded that Alfonso X was the preferable candidate 
because Richard's election would divert English resources to the empire, 
and weaken Henry IIPs comminnent to place his son Edmund on the 
Sicilian throne, but all this is supposition. 

However that may be, Alfonso X requested time to consider the Ger
man proposal, but to no one's surprise he formally accepted the election 
three days later.20 He later declared that he had done so on "the counsel 
of the illustrious kings of France, Hungary, Arag6n, Portugal, and Na
varre." He emphasized that he was not moved by the ambition to rule 
broader lands or to enjoy greater power or riches, but rather by the desire 
to conserve the state of the empire in peace, justice and liberty.21 This 
statement implied that Louis IX of France, Bela IV of Hungary, Jaime I 
of Arag6n, Afonso III of Portugal, and Thibault II of Navarre all coun-
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sclcd him to accept the crown of the Holy Roman Empire. Perhaps they 
did so, thinking that the pope wished it, but Jaime I, for one, later ex
pressed reservations about Alfonso X's imperial ambitions. 

The Castilian monarch also asked for prayers, expressing the hope 
that God "who appointed us to rule over so many lands and peoples" 
would enable him to rule for God's glory and the utility of the people. In 
the expectation that he would soon come to Germany, the towns of 
Worms and Speyer formed a confederation on his behalf, but for the time 
being he pressed his claims from afar.22 He established an imperial court 
by appointing Albert, lord ofVienne, as scneschal; Henry, bishop-elect of 
Speyer, as chancellor; and his own first cousin Henry, duke of Brabant, as 
imperial vicar. Bandino Lancia, the Pisan ambassador, now appeared as 
Prothonotary of the Holy Roman Empire. 23 

The Norwegian Alliance 

With the intention of furthering the African crusade and his imperial 
quest, Alfonso X also sought an alliance with Norway. The royal chronicle 
tells a fantastic talc to the effect that because Queen Violante had failed to 
produce an heir, the king was thinking of putting her aside and seeking 
the hand of the king of Norway's daughter, Kristin. By the time Kristin 
arrived in Spain, Violante had borne children, so Alfonso X handed the 
Norwegian princess over to his brother Felipe. This story has always been 
suspect and the truth appears to be otherwise. 24 

The possibility that Alfonso X would assert claims to the imperial 
throne after the death of Conrad IV probably caused King Haakon IV of 
Norway to probe Castilian intentions. An alliance with the king of Castile, 
should he become emperor, might be useful in helping to guarantee a 
steady supply of imported grain so necessary for the Norwegian people. 
Hitherto England had been the chief supplier, but as prices were rising a 
supplementary supplier such as Castile, which might eventually become 
the primary one, would be desirable. Haakon IV probably also hoped that 
once Alfonso X secured the imperial crown, he would assist Norway in 
gaining control of Lubeck, the imperial city, with access to plentiful Baltic 
grain. While an alliance with Norway might enhance Alfonso X's influence 
in northern Europe and so strengthen his imperial designs, his principal 
expectation was that the Norwegians would provide him with naval assis
tance for his proposed crusade in North Africa. 25 
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A Norwegian embassy arrived in Castile toward the end of 1255 and 
was there when the Pisans recognized Alfonso X as emperor the following 
March. When the Norwegians returned home in the fall, the Castilian 
ambassador accompanied them with a proposal to establish the "strongest 
tics of friendship" with King Haakon IV. Alfonso X suggested that one of 
his brothers should marry the Norwegian's daughter Kristin. Haakon IV 
realized that if he agreed he ran the risk of offending Richard of U>mwall 
and possibly causing an adverse effect on Norway's commercial ties with 
England, but he gave his consent about a month after Alfonso X's election 
as emperor. 26 

Leaving Norway early in the summer of 1257, Kristin and her retinue 
sailed to Yarmouth, England, and thence to Normandy. Welcomed by 
Louis IX, she then made her way overland to Catalonia, where Jaime I 
received her warmly. Infante Luis and Bishop Pedro Fernandez of Astorga 
joined her at Soria on 22 December and accompanied her to Burgos where 
she celebrated Christmas in the monastery of Las Huelgas. Alfonso X met 
her at Palencia and on 4 January 1258 brought her to Valladolid, where he 
was holding the cortcs. A "numberless force of knights, barons, archbish
ops, bishops, and both Christian and infidel envoys" came out to greet 
them at the city gates. After the king described the qualities of his eligible 
brothers, Kristin chose Felipe, who, although he was archbishop-elect of 
Seville, wished to give up the clerical life and promptly did so. They were 
betrothed on Ash Wednesday ( 6 February) and the marriage was solem
nized at Valladolid on 31 March, the Sunday after Easter, probably after 
the conclusion of the cortes. Kristin unfortunately died childless in 1262 

and the Norwegian-Castilian alliance she symbolized also failed to bear 
frui 27 t. 

The Norwegian princess had arrived at Valladolid while ~onso X, 
preoccupied with the empire and the proposed assault on North Africa, 
was meeting with the cortes soon after the New Year. He likely took 
special pride in announcing that he had been elected emperor and prob
ably asked the cortes for a subsidy to finance this exciting new venture. 
The evidence for this is a double moneda paid in 1259, consisting of one 
moneda owed by right because the time for collection had arrived and 
another given him in aid of "the affair of the empire." The first moneda 
was a tax payable every seven years, while the second was an extraordinary 
levy of the same amount to be used to finance his imperial aspirations. 28 

The money pledged by the cortes enabled the king in the fall of 1258 

to confer money fiefs of 10,000 nuimvedis each on several German princes 
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who became his vassals at Segovia: Duke Hugh of Burgundy; Duke 
Henry of Brabant, who was promised another 10,000 if he won over other 
princes; and Count Guy of Flanders. Early in the next year Frederick, 
Duke of Upper Lorraine, was appointed Grand Scneschal beyond the 
Rhine, with an annual revenue of10,ooo ~. 29 All these men except 
Frederick were recorded as vassals confirming Alfonso X's privileges. 
Quite possibly the king also offered money to the dukes of Luxembourg, 
Brunswick and others. 30 

The Latin Empire of Constantinople 

Among the other beneficiaries of Alfonso X's generosity was Marie de 
Brienne, wife of Baldwin II, the Latin Emperor of Constantinople. In his 
continual effort to prop up his tottering empire, Baldwin II, visiting Cas
tile in 1246, had entered an agreement with the Order of Santiago for 
military assistance. Alfonso X, then Infante, authorized the master of San
tiago to take a company of knights to the cast, but as Baldwin II was 
unable to finance this expedition nothing came of it. As his financial sit
uation worsened, he mortgaged his son Philip of Courtenay to Venetian 
bankers, who had him in their custody from before January 1258 and re
leased him before I May 1261.31 

Marie de Bricnne, according to the Venetian historian Marino Sa
nudo, persuaded Alfonso X at some uncertain date to ransom her son; the 
king also promised to give one of his daughters in marriage to the prince.u 
The account of these events given in the royal chronicle is confused and 
may represent the distorted tradition remembered in the Castilian court in 
the early fourteenth century. In a chapter whose chronology is hopelessly 
jumbled, the chronicle recorded the arrival at Burgos of the empress of 
Constantinople whose husband supposedly was held prisoner by the Turks. 
The pope and the king of France each had already given her a third of the 
ransom money, but hearing of Alfonso X's generosity, she asked the re
mainder from him. Assuring her that he would give her the entire amount, 
he told her to return the money to the pope and the French king. Over
joyed, she accepted and spread his fame far and wide, so much so that the 
German princes elected him emperor. 33 

The empress in question was Baldwin H's wife Marie de Brienne, the 
daughter of John of Brienne, formerly king of Jerusalem and emperor of 
Constantinople. Marie's mother Berenguel~ a sister of Fernando III, mar-
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ricd John at Burgos in 1224. Thus Marie was a first cousin of Alfonso X 
and her three brothers, Alphonse, U>unt of Eu, Louis, U>unt of Beau
mont, and Jean, U>unt of Montfort, as vassals regularly confirmed royal 
charters from 12ss to 1274. As her husband's agent, seeking financial and 
military support for the Latin Empire, Marie was in western Europe from 
the middle of 1249. More than likely she accompanied her relatives, Guy 
of Flanders, Hugh of Burgundy, and Henry of Brabant, on their journey 
to Castile in the fall of 1258. While each of them, as noted above, became a 
vassal of Alfonso X and received a money fief, Marie probably obtained a 
promise of financial aid in ransoming her son. While the king's gesture 
was surely intended to demonstrate his concern for the Latin Empire and 
so to win favor with the papacy, the royal chronicle was probably pleased 
to be able to cite Alfonso X's offer (made probably after his election as 
emperor) as an example of his extravagance. 34 

Alfonso X's expenditure of great sums of money not only at this time 
but for more than fifteen years thereafter prompted Jofrc de Loaysa to 
remark that the king incurred almost unbelievable expenses and had "to 
ask the men of the kingdom for ser,idos and to impose unaccustomed 
levies upon them." The royal chronicle also reported that his quest for 
empire "brought great poverty to the kingdoms of Lc6n and Castile." 35 

His passionate determination to obtain the imperial crown forced him 
constantly to increase his request for taxes and ultimately drove his sub
jects into rebellion. 

Guelfs Versus Ghibellines 

Alfonso X initially restrained his ambition to rule Sicily, but his interest 
was renewed after Henry III of England, who had accepted the Sicilian 
crown from the papacy on behalf of his second son, Edmund, had to with
draw for lack of funds in 1258. The king of Castile's great rival in Italy was 
Frederick H's illegitimate son Manfred, who, after first posing as regent 
for U>nrad IV's son U>nradin, assumed the Sicilian crown in August 1258. 
As he strove to extend his influence into Tuscany and Lombardy, Manfred 
aroused the animosity of Alfonso X, who was attempting to strengthen 
his own position there. 

Alfonso X's earliest allies, Pisa and Marseilles, defected in 1257, but 
following these setbacks, he entered an alliance with Ezzelino cla Romano, 
the Ghibelline leader of Padua, who was fearful of Manfred's ambitions. 
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The Castilian king urged the citizens of Padua to send their representatives 
to him when he arrived in Lombardy, apparently on his journey to 
Rome. 36 He also admonished Siena, a Ghibelline town faced by a hostile 
Florence, to be wary of the blandishments of Richard of Cornwall, who 
had usurped a right that he had not gained by election and rashly put 
himself forward as king of the Romans. Stressing his determination to 
press his imperial claims as vigorously as possible, Alfonso X announced 
that his envoys would soon arrive in Italy. He apparently hoped to benefit 
from discussions with the Patriarch of Grado who arrived in Castile in Oc
tober 1258 with instructions from the pope. 37 Although some chroniclers 
reported that Alexander IV had favored Alfonso X's election, the pope 
could only view with alarm the Castilian alliance with the Ghibellincs in 
northern and central Italy. 38 Nevertheless, in order to further his cause 
both in Germany, where Richard seemed to be gaining support, and in 
Italy, Alfonso X evidently decided to go to Rome to be crowned by the 
pope.39 

Inasmuch as Richard also wished to be crowned in Rome, Alexan
der IV sent his legates to him and to Alfonso X to dissuade them from 
appearing personally at the papal court. To convince the pope of the jus
tice of his claims, the king sent his brother Manuel, Archbishop Remondo 
of Seville, and Master Juan, archdeacon of Compostela, to Rome, but 
Alexander IV refused to make any commibllent to either candidate. 40 

The Cortes of Toledo, 1259 

The quest for the imperial crown was the reason for the king's convocation 
of the cortes to Toledo at the close of 1259. He declared on 6 February 
1260 that "we thought it well to hold our cortes in the noble city of Toledo 
concerning the affair of the empire." Later he also noted that he had held 
"our cortes in Toledo concerning the affair of the empire." 41 What pre
cisely was determined concerning the empire is largely a matter of conjec
ture. Before he could go to Rome to be crowned he would need to set 

domestic affairs in order and assure peace with his neighbors. While con
tinuing his diplomacy abroad he may also have wished to exhibit the mag
nificence appropriate to his imperial rank not only to his own subjects but 
also to the many foreign lords who were now his vassals. In addition, he 
may have chosen this occasion to proclaim his hegemony over the entire 
Iberian peninsula, as discussed in Chapter 10. 
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Until this time Jaime I of Arag6n seems to have been generally sup
portive of his son-in-law's ambitions; at least he gave no outward sign of 
opposition, but as Alfonso X's intention to lord it over the Iberian penin
sula became more apparent, the king of Arag6n decided to object. In the 
fall of 1259 he appointed a procurator to oppose any pretension to superi
ority over the kingdom of Arag6n that Alfonso X might put fonvard as 
emperor of the Romans. 42 Furthermore, by agreeing to the betrothal of 
his son Pedro to Manfred's daughter Constance, the king of Arag6n rec
ognized Manfred's ascendancy in Italy and implicitly denied whatever 
claim Alfonso X might have to Sicily and whatever influence he might have 
in Tuscany. Alfonso X could not have been pleased by the defection of his 
father-in-law and complained that "no one in the world ever received such 
a great injury from another as we have received from you." Jaime I's re
sponse is unknown. 43 

Though unrelated to the imperial affair, the arrival at the Castilian 
court in the spring of 1261 of ambassadors from Baybars, the Mamcluke 
Sultan of Egypt, bore wimess to Alfonso X's growing reputation in the 
Mediterranean world. In the summer of the previous year, the Mamelukcs 
won a great victory over the Mongols, effectively preventing them from 
overrunning Syria and forming a coalition with the crusader states against 
Islam. Following that triumph, Baybars seized power in Egypt and now 
sought to consolidate his position by securing recognition from various 
rulers, including Manfred and Alfonso X. The Egyptian envoys offered 
many exotic gifts to the king of Castile, including a giraffe, a zebra, and 
the skeleton of a crocodile. In addition to the advantage of being accepted 
as a legitimate ruler in the Mediterranean, Baybars also hoped to develop 
trade relations with Castile and the other peninsular states. Jaime I allied 
with him in the following year.44 

The Ascendancy of Manfred 

Meanwhile, the death of Ezzclino da Romano in September 1259 deprived 
Alfonso X of an ally and facilitated Manfred's triumph in central Italy. The 
threat that Manfred represented to Tuscany prompted the Guelf city of 
Florence to seek assistance from both Alfonso X and Richard of Cornwall 
in the summer of 1260. The famous poet and scholar Brunetto Latini 
headed the embassy to Castile, as he tells us in his Tesoretto. On his journey 
homeward, he learned that Manfred's Ghibelline allies had defeated the 
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Florentines and the Guelf League at Montapcrti in Scptcmbcr.45 A tri
umphant Manfred now sent his vicars to Lombardy and Tuscany and in 
1261 he was elected senator of Rome. At that point Alfonso X's position in 
Italy had practically been erased. 

As the rising star in the central Mediterranean, Manfred also wel
comed Baldwin II after the fall of Constantinople in 1261 and posed as his 
protector. Pope Urban IV proclaimed a crusade against the conqueror of 
Constantinople, the Byzantine clripcror, Michael VIII Palcologus, and 
urged Alfonso X and the Castilian church to support it. In 1262 the Castil
ian clergy responded negatively to the papal appeal for money for the 
recovery of Constantinople, pleading poverty as a consequence of previous 
papal efforts to tax them and their continuing contribution to the Castilian 
reconquest, an attitude that Urban IV could only lament.46 

In the spring of 1263, Baldwin II came to Castile seeking help; accord
ing to the Venetian chronicler, Alfonso X promised to send troops, but 
did nothing. More than likely he was still more concerned with his own 
policy in Africa and probably doubted the wisdom of committing himself 
to any serious effort to restore Baldwin 11.47 However that may be, Infante 
Felipe, sensing an opportunity for adventure and surely acting with the 
king's consent, proposed to lead an expedition to the Latin Empire, but 
nothing came of it. 48 

The Imperial Debate 

The debate between Alfonso X and Richard of Cornwall continued in the 
meantime. Although both men had hitherto opposed submitting their 
claims to papal arbitration, when Urban IV indicated his willingness in 
April 1262 to hear the dispute, Alfonso X appointed new envoys to present 
arguments on his behalf. 49 After denying Richard's claim that Alexander IV 
had resolved the issue, Urban IV informed the king that the case would 
be considered in May 1264. 50 By that time Richard and Henry III had been 
taken prisoner by the English barons, so the pope postponed ~e meeting 
until St. Andrew's Day in 126s, but his death in October threw all into 
confusion. 51 Alfonso X's preoccupation with the Mudcjar uprising from 
June 1264 until two years hence also prevented him from actively pursuing 
the matter. 

The new pope, Clement IV, was disinclined to encourage Alfonso X, 
and urged Archbishop Remondo of Seville to persuade him "to withdraw 
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from the business of the empire of the Romans." Ignoring that suggestion, 
Alfonso X sent his representatives to Rome by 30 November 1265 when his 
dispute with Richard was to be heard; Richard, who had just recovered 
his liberty, was not represented, thereby causing another lengthy post
ponement. Only in April 1266 did Clement IV, pressured by the Castilians, 
set a new date for the Friday after the Epiphany in 1267.52 

Charles of Anjou and Infante Enrique 

ff Clement IV did not want Alfonso X as emperor, it was also clear that 
he intended to undercut his influence in Italy and to deny Infante Pedro 
of Arag6n's claims to Sicily. Determined to assure the independence of the 
papal states and to bring Manfred down, the pope persuaded Charles of 
Anjou, a brother of Louis IX, to accept the Sicilian throne and the role of 
papal champion. After being crowned as king of Sicily, Charles defeated 
and killed Manfred at Benevento in February 1266. Manfred's death was a 
blow to the Ghibellines, but it also gave Charles the opportunity to estab
lish himself as the dominant personage in Italy. Alfonso X, while taking 
some satisfaction from the elimination of his rival, could not have been 
pleased by Charles of Anjou's triumph. 

Thinking perhaps that a closer alliance with the Latin Empire of Con
stantinople would gain him papal favor, the king of Castile attempted to 
arrange the marriage of his daughter Bercngucla to Philip of Courtenay. 
Nevertheless, Clement IV denied a dispensation primarily because Philip 
and his father, the deposed Emperor Baldwin II, had been under Man
fred's protection. Any association with Manfred was suspect in the pope's 
mind, but he also probably concluded that Alfonso X expected to use the 
alliance to further his ambitions in Italy rather than commit himself to a 
major dfon to recover the Latin Empire. 53 

Alfonso X likely was annoyed to learn that his estranged brother En
rique, who had spent several years in the service of the emir of Tunis, now 
appeared in Italy as an ally of Charles of Anjou and lent him a substantial 
sum of money. 54 On the pretext of facilitating the recovery of Constanti
nople, Enrique proposed marrying Manfred's widow, a daughter of the 
despot of Epirus, but the plan fell through. Charles may have realized that 
Enrique was an adventurer who might use the marriage to establish him
self as the Ghibelline heir to Manfred's ambitions. 55 Nor was Clement IV 
receptive to Enrique's designs on Sardinia, once held by Frederick H's son 
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Enzo, but now dominated by Pisa and also claimed by Jaime I of Arag6n. 
The pope, with the intention of diverting Enrique from Italy, tried to 
arrange his marriage to a daughter of Jaime I and suggested that they join 
Louis IX's crusade to the Holy Land. 56 

Denied Sardinia which he believed Clement IV and Charles had 
promised him, and refused repayment of his loan to Charles, Enrique con
cluded that there was nothing to be gained by aligning himself with the 
pope and the Angevins. For his part, Clement IV, still hoping to be rid of 
Enrique (especially after he was elected as senator of Rome in 1267), sug
gested a reconciliation between Alfonso X and his brother, but Enrique 
remained firmly entrenched in Rome. When Frederick H's grandson Con
radin entered Italy, Enrique received him in Rome in July 1268, as the true 
heir to the Hohenstaufen legacy. Enrique's brother Fadrique, also in exile 
from Castile in the service of the emir of Tunis, now stirred up Sicily in 
Conradin's favor.57 When Charles of Anjou triumphed over the Ghibel
lincs at Tagliacozzo in August, both Enrique and Conradin fell into his 
hands. While Conradin was executed, Enrique was thrust into prison 
where he remained until he escaped and returned to Castile in 1293. Fad
rique retired to Tunis. 58 

Disturbed that a member of his family-even one whom he had sent 
into exile-should be held captive, Alfonso X demanded an explanation 
from Charles, who replied that Enrique's crimes were so great that he 
could not be allowed to go unpunished. 59 Apparently satisfied that he had 
defended the family honor, Alfonso X did not press the issue. Whether he 
liked it or not, he had to recognize that for the time being Charles of 
Anjou was in the ascendant throughout Italy. Alfonso X had further cause 
for irritation when Philip of Courtenay's marriage to Charles of Anjou's 
daughter was arranged in May 1267. Not surprisingly, the Castilian king did 
not respond when Charles, dreaming of the recovery of Constantinople, 
reminded him of his earlier promise to send troops to aid Baldwin 11.60 

The Empire in Litigation 

After litigation concerning the imperial throne had been left in abeyance 
for nearly a year and a half, Clement IV agreed to hear arguments after 
the Epiphany in 1267. Recounting the confusion surrounding the electoral 
process in 1257, the Castilians complained that Richard had not been 
elected legitimately because he bribed the electors. Thus, despite his coro-
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nation, he had no right to be called king of the Romans. Alfonso X, on 
the contrary, was the candidate preferred by the papacy, because, so it was 
alleged, Pope Alexander IV had urged the dectors to choose him. 61 Al
though Clement IV allowed time for gathering further evidence, his letters 
indicate that he did not believe that Alfonso X's claims were well-founded; 
indeed, it would seem that he hoped that the king would withdraw. The 
pope took advantage of the illness of one of the Castilian procurators and 
the murder of another to postpone any further argument until I June 
1269.62 The death of the pope in November 1268 and the ensuing interreg
num of three years, however, once again brought the judicial process to 
a halt. 

The Ghibellines of Lombardy 

During the papal vacancy, the king of Castile challenged Charles of An
jou's growing ascendancy throughout Italy. Recognizing the need for 
allies, Alfonso X apparently reached an accommodation with Arag6n, 
accepting Infante Pedro's claims to Sicily while directing his own efforts 
toward Lombardy and Tuscany. In two years of intense diplomatic ac
tivity, he tried to gather supporters there. His efforts met with success 
when the Ghibellines from the Lombard cities of Milan, Pavia, Panna, 
Vercelli, Tortona, Novara, Lodi, and Piacenza gathered at Pavia in 1271 

and agreed to conclude a formal alliance with him. 63 

His cause also received a substantial boost when William, marquess 
of Montferrat, formerly an adherent of Charles of Anjou, broke with him 
and offered to become an ally of Castile. To cement the alliance, Alfonso X 
agreed to the marriage of his daughter Beatriz and William. Accompanied 
by representatives of the Lombard towns, William sailed for Spain on 24 Au
gust 1271 and the marriage was solemnized at Murcia a few days later. Also 
at that time William's daughter Margaret was betrothed to Infante Juan, 
third son of the Castilian monarch. 64 

Alfonso X was also reported ready to hedge Charles of Anjou about 
with a series of marital alliances in Italy and farther afield. It was said that 
he planned to marry one of his daughters to Count Thomas of Savoy, the 
other leading noble in northern Italy; another daughter would be offered 
to the duke of Bavaria; a niece would wed the Sardinian judge of Arborea. 
In order to thwart Angevin plans to assault the Byzantine Empire, Al
fonso X also proposed the marriage of still another daughter to the son of 
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Michael VIII Palcologus. Whether any of this was more than mere rumor 
is difficult to say. 65 

Even more extraordinary was the idea of enlisting the Mongols 
against the Angevins. Following the fall of Antioch to the Mamelukcs of 
Egypt in 1268, the Mongols suggested an alliance to Jaime I. At Christ
mastime, Alfonso X advised his father-in-law not to trust them, but in the 
spring of 1269 Jaime I agreed to lead a crusade against the Mamclukes. 
Although Alfonso X refused to participate, he was said to have offered an 
illegitimate daughter as a wife to the Mongol Khan, if he would bring his 
forces against the Angevins.66 

As a result of his alliance with the Lombards, in October 1271 Al
fonso X announced his firm intention to pursue the imperial crown and to 
send two thousand men to Lombardy by I May in the ncn year. William 
of Montferrat, now designated as his imperial vicar for Lombardy, re
turned to Lombardy in January 1272 but the Castilian army failed to appear 
as scheduled. 67 

When the papal interregnum came to an end in September 1271 the 
new pope, Gregory X, announced that his principal goal was to achieve 
the liberation of the Holy Land. In order to do so he was intent upon the 
pacification of western Europe so that its united resources could be di
rected to the cast. He had no inclination to perpetuate Alfonso X's quarrel 
in Italy with Charles of Anjou and in Germany with Richard of Cornwall. 
Nevertheless, Alfonso X was elated when he learned of Richard's death on 
2 April 1272, for at last the imperial crown seemed firmly in his grasp. With 
an air of confidence, he asked the pope to set a date for his imperial coro
nation, to revoke any previous acts prejudicial to his imperial rights, and 
to forbid the German electors to conduct a new election. To the king's 
surprise, Gregory X rejected his requests on 16 September. Emphasizing 
that Alfonso X had never made any attempt to take possession of the em
pire and had never demonstrated that he had been duly elected, the 
pope concluded that he had no better right now than he had had fifteen 
years before. Richard's death did not enhance Alfonso X's claims in the 
slightest.68 Indeed, the German princes, encouraged by the pope, pro
ceeded to a new election, choosing Rudolf of Habsburg on I October 1273. 

When the Second Council of Lyons opened in May of the following year 
Gregory X acknowleged him. 

Although contemporaries did not realize it, the Great Interregnum, 
that anomalous period in the history of the Holy Roman Empire effec
tively extending from the death of Frederick II in 12so, was at an end. So 
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too were any chances that Alfonso X had of making good his claim to be 
emperor. All the maneuvering of the past fifteen years had produced noth
ing, but the death of Richard of Cornwall and the recruitment of allies in 
Lombardy gave Alfonso X hope that his time had finally arrived. The next 
chapter will examine the revolt of the Castilian nobility, which delayed the 
king's plans to go to Lombardy and to persuade the pope to accept him as 
emperor. 
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14. The Revolt of the Nobles 
and the Journey to the Empire 

In the course of his long reign Alfonso X's innovations in matters of law 
and taxation provoked a growing hostility among the estates of the realm, 
but especially among the nobility. In his early years, some nobles rebelled 
because < • perceived personal slights. The struggle in the latter part of the 
reign focused on constitutional issues of a more general nature. The con
cept of royal power exemplified in the new royal law codes was often at 
variance with the older medieval notion of a delicately balanced relation
ship between the king and his people, each having recognized rights and 
obligations. The king's right to adjudicate litigation in accordance with 
Roman law, rather than customary law, was now to be disputed, as was 
his right to levy extraordinary taxes to carry out his responsibilities rather 
than to be content with traditional sources of revenue. In the midst of this 
debate the king was anxiously trying to prepare for his journey to the 
empire. 

Agitation and Conspiracy 

Tensions became manifest when the nobility protested the extravagance of 
the wedding of Infante Fernando de la Cerda, the heir to the throne, in 
1269. Nevertheless, the magnates consented to the taxation of their vassals 
to enable the king to complete the reconstruction of Murcia and to pay 
their stipends. When he went to Murcia in February 1271, the nobles as
sembled at Lerma under the leadership of his brother Felipe and conspired 
actively against him while maintaining a fa~de of cordiality in order to 
allay his suspicions. The death in April 1272 of Alfonso X's arch-rival for 
the imperial crown, Richard of Cornwall, the development of new alli
ances with the Lombards, and the end of the papal interregnum gave the 
king reason to believe that his long-planned journey to the empire would 
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now bear positive results and he asked Pope Gregory X to set a date for 
his imperial coronation. 1 

The principal source of the ensuing events is the royal chronicle, 
which from chapter 20 onward. follows a straightforward narrative that is 
reasonably accurate in terms of chronology and the king's itinerary. In 
relating the later years of the reign the chronicle seems based on a contem
porary account of events and includes various documents that likely came 
from the royal chancery. 2 

Full of expectation and enthusiasm, Alfonso X summoned the cortes 
to Burgos in the fall of 1272 "concerning the business of sending knights 
to the Roman empire." 3 His intention was to set his kingdom in order so 
that he could fulfill his pledge to send troops to the Lombards, but just 
when he hoped to bring to a happy conclusion his pursuit of a prize that 
had eluded him for so long, malcontents among the nobility challenged 
him directly. 

Fortified by stipends received from taxes then being levied, the nobles 
gathered men, horses, and arms and renewed their efforts to secure allies. 
Infante Felipe again visited Henry I of Navarre, while other envoys were 
sent to the kings of Granada, Morocco, and Portugal, urging them to 
wage war against Castile. Good relations between Afonso III of Portugal 
and Alfonso X had been established in 1267, so there was little likelihood 
that the barons would derive any comfort from that quarter, but Ibn al
Abmar was irritated by Alfonso X's continued backing of the Banu Ash
qiliila, and in July a contingent of Benimerines landed in the peninsula, a 
sign of things to come. Abu Yusuf, the Moroccan emir, and his son <Abd 
al-Wahid sent letters to Felipe, Nuno Gonzalez de Lara, Lope Dfaz de 
Haro, Esteban Fernandez de Castro, Gil G6mez de Roa, and Sim6n Ruiz 
de los Cameros, which eventually fell into the king's hands and were in
cluded in his chronicle. The Marinid ruler repeated accusations that Al
fonso X issued false coinage, violated the good fuero that the nobles had 
used from antiquity, caused prices to rise, and removed curbs on mer
chants. Denouncing "Alfonso of the wrongs," Abu Y iisuf pledged to sup
port the nobles and invited Nuno to send his son to him, promising to 
make him king of the Christians in Morocco.• 

While returning from Murcia at the end of August 1272, Alfonso X 
learned that the magnates were awaiting him, so that all outstanding issues 
could be resolved. Accompanied by his brother Fadrique who had re
turned from exile in Tunis in February, the king continued on to Lerma, 
where Nuno Gonzalez de Lara, Lope Diaz de Haro, Sim6n Ruiz de los 
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Camcros, Fernan Ruiz de Castro, Esteban Fernandez de Castro, Alvar 
Dfaz de Asturias, "with great troops of cavalry, all armed and making a 
great riot" came to meet him. The king was astounded, "because they did 
not come as men coming to their lord, but as those seeking their enemies." 

When he reached Burgos early in September the nobles, rather than 
enter the city, confronted his representatives. The nobles protested that 
they and their vassals were compelled to be judged by fueros that the king 
had given to the towns in which they resided, and that he did not maintain 
lllaildes de CIIStilll, or noble judges in his court to adjudicate their suits. 
These objections apparently were prompted by the application of the 
Fuero relll in the Castilian and Extrcmaduran towns and the Especulo (or, 
in its more developed form, the PIWtiil&r) in the royal court. The demand 
for noble judges was an assertion of the principle of trial by peers and an 
implied objection to the presence of Roman legists in the royal tribunal. 
The king responded that the nobles would enjoy their fueros as they had 
in the time of his predecessors and that they would not be judged accord
ing to municipal fueros unless they wished. He also promised that even 
though he had good judges in his court, he would name others of Castile. 

To the personal complaint of Infante Felipe that his wife had been 
done out of her inheritance when the widowed queen of Sancho II of 
Portugal, Mencia L6pcz de Haro, had designated Fernando de la Cerda as 
her heir, the king declared that he could not interfere with anyone's right 
to freely choose an heir. 

The nobles also insisted that the semcios already authorized should be 
collected within a shorter span of time and the king should issue charters 
stating that these taxes were not owed as a matter of right and would not 
be collected again. Alfonso X agreed, but pointed out that the taxes had 
been granted so he could take care of expenses incurred in the war with 
the Moors, to pay the stipends owed to the nobles, and to prepare for his 
journey to the empire. As to the nobles' objection to the 11lc1,l111l11, a sales 
tax levied in Burgos, he reminded them that they had consented to it but 
he was willing to exempt them from payment. He also promised to compel 
royal officials to correct any injuries they had caused the nobles. 5 

The Lconcsc nobles complained that his establishment of new settle
ments in Lc6n and Galicia worked to their disadvantage. In 1269, for ex
ample, he founded a new town at Puentedeume in Galicia to which he 
gave the fum, of Benavente. He reminded the nobles that these settle
ments were only made in royal domain lands, but if this continued to be 
an irritant, he promised to put the matter in the hands of noble knights, 
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townsmen, and clerics; if they found that his predecessors had not fol
lowed this policy, he would abandon it. 6 

Besides responding to specific grievances, the king affirmed that if any 
noble had a quarrel with him, he would do justice according to the "an
cient fuero" used by his predecessors and that the nobles themselves would 
pronounce judgment. Reacting to the charge that he impoverished the 
realm by grants to foreigners and his expenditures concerning the empire, 
he argued that this brought greater honor and esteem to his people; he 
also reminded the nobles that they were richer than ever before because of 
the many gifts and favors he had given them. 

After conferring among themselves, the nobles announced that they 
were satisfied but asked him to confirm what he had said before the cortes. 
He agreed and summoned "the prelates and procurators of all the towns 
of the realm to be in Burgos at Michaelmas" (29 September). He then 
entered the city while the nobles took up lodgings in the surrounding 
villages.7 

Infante Felipe, meanwhile, had gone to seek the support of the king 
of Navarre, but Henry l's demand for the cession of all the land east of 
Burgos to the Navarrese frontier was deemed excessive. Recognizing that 
the stability of his throne would be better guaranteed by maintaining 
friendly relations with both Alfonso X and Philip III of France, the Na
varrese monarch avoided any commitment to the nobles. Instead, he 
agreed to an alliance with Castile on 25 September 1272, to be scaled by the 
marriage of his infant son and heir Thibault and Alfonso X's daughter 
Violante. 8 

The Cortes of Burgos, 1272 

The cortes meeting at Burgos in late September 1272 was the most impor
tant of Alfonso X's reign. Queen Violante, the king's brothers Fadriquc, 
Felipe, and Luis, and his sons Sancho, Pedro, and Juan participated, to
gether with many others. The heir to the throne, Fernando de la Cerda, 
was stationed in Seville to guard the frontier. Once the "infantes, prelates, 
magnates, knights, nobles, and procurators of the towns" were assembled, 
the nobles, expressing fear for their saf cty, refused to enter the city unless 
the king granted them a truce and allowed them to bear arms. Alfonso X 
declared that this was "quite contrary to reason, since all men were secure 
in his court and had no need for a truce nor to bear arms," but as they 
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persisted, he "and all the men of the realm" went to meet them at the 
Hospital of Burgos, not too far from the monastery of Las Huelgas, just 
outside the city walls. There he affirmed the pledges already made, but the 
magnates now escalated their demands. 9 

As before, they insisted on trial by peers, protesting that they should 
be judged in the royal court only by two Ilka/des de fijosdalgo or noble 
judges. In this they may have been influenced by developments in Arag6n 
where Jaime I in 1265 agreed to appoint a justiciar from the ranks of the 
nobility to adjudicate their suits. 10 Alfonso X promised to appoint noble 
judges, but he pointed out that none of his predecessors had ever done so, 
nor had they given household offices to the nobles as he had. 

To their insistence that he dissolve the settlements he had made in 
Castile he replied that they injured no one, but he would turn the matter 
over to those who would consider the complaint already made concerning 
similar settlements in Lc6n and Galicia. The nobles' demand that he re
place the merinos appointed to administer justice in Castile and Le6n with 
RIUUlntlllios is puzzling, but must have been prompted by a desire to un
dermine his efforts to restore law and order in regions where the nobles 
themselves were disturbing the peace. He replied that he would gladly do 
so once the land was pacified. 11 

The nobles further required that he cease collecting customs duties 
and that he no longer collect serJ'icios from their vassals. Emphasizing that 
he levied customs duties to increase his revenues as his ancestors had done, 
he suggested that those who received substantial sums from his treasury 
ought to applaud rather than censure his efforts. As to the serJ'icios, al
though the magnates had given written consent to this levy at the cortes 
of Burgos in 1269, he was willing to excuse their vassals from payment. 

The final demand was a private one: Lope Diaz de Haro and his 
brother Diego L6pcz asked him to restore Orduna and Valmascda which 
he had taken from their father Diego L6pcz de Haro many years before. 
The king stated his intention to commit this and all other charges that he 
had wrongfully deprived magnates of their estates to the judgment of a 
group of knights, good men of the towns, clerics, and religious, who 
would swear to do justice according to law. This tribunal would also hear 
his complaints against the nobles. According to the fuero of Castile he was 
entitled first to receive amends, but he declared that he wished rather to 
correct any wrong that he might have done before seeking redress for 
wrongs done to him. 

The king conducted himself with great skill in this exchange, so much 
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so that "all those present realized that he was in the right and in accord 
with law and that Felipe and the magnates were making an uproar without 
reason." The magnates had no ready response, but it was evident that they 
were unwilling to yield. Therefore, he agreed to issue charters under the 
royal seal upholding their .fueros and rights and to observe the promises he 
had made in the cortes. Refusing to be persuaded, the discontented mag
nates withdrew from the cortes, repudiated the bond of vassalage, and 
prepared to go into exile to the kingdom of Granada. 12 

In the meantime, some of the prelates tried to widen the breach be
tween the king and the magnates, encouraging the latter in their obstinacy, 
thinking that in this way he would be compelled to yield. The prelates 
presented the king with demands "such as were not accustomed to be 
granted by other kings." Their demands probably concerned the contin
ued collection of the temRS beyond the three-year period set by Clem
ent IV in 1265, conflicts between civil and ecclesiastical jurisdiction, and 
royal encroachments on episcopal and monastic lordships. Who these re
calcitrant bishops were is unknown, but Ballesteros is probably correct in 
suggesting that Archbishop Remondo of Seville, Bishops Juan of Cadiz 
(both friends of the king), Fernando of C6rdoba, Pascual of Jacn, and 
Bartolomeu of Silvcs did not attend the cortcs because of the threat of war 
with the Moors. The primate, Archbishop Sancho II of Toledo, Bishops 
Pedro Lorenzo of Cuenca (a longstanding courtier), Tello of Palencia, and 
Vivi-in of Calahorra were also among the king's close collaborators. The 
secs of Compostela, Burgos, Sigiienza, Avila, Cartagena, Oviedo, and Sal
amanca were vacant. Those remaining, who may have put forward the 
demands that the king found unacceptable, were Bishops Fernando of 
Segovia, Agustin of Osma, Pedro of Plasencia, Herman of Astorga, Do
mingo of Ciudad Rodrigo, Martln Fernmdcz of Lc6n, Fernando of Lugo, 
Juan ofOrense, Gil of Tuy, Muno of Mondofiedo, Gonzalo of Coria, and 
Lorenzo of Badajoz. Whoever they were, Alfonso X became so angry that 
he threatened to expel them from the realm. Nevertheless, rather than dis
turb the peace further and arouse the enmity of the pope, he confirmed 
the rights and privileges that the clergy had enjoyed in his father's time. 

To consider the petitions of both the prelates and magnates, he ap
pointed a commission consisting of Queen Violante and Infante Fadrique, 
six magnates, four knights, four bishops, four clerics, five Franciscans and 
Dominicans, and seventeen townsmen. The royal chronicle concludes this 
chapter by remarking rather vaguely that the king continued to transact 
business in the cortes with the magnates, knights, and procurators of the 
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towns who remained with him, "according as he understood that it was 
to the advantage of his kingdom." 13 

In fact, Alfonso X confirmed the traditional customs of the nobility 
and the fueros of the towns, thereby modifying significantly his plan to 
establish a single royal law applicable throughout his realms. The Fum, 
Piejo, codified in its present form in the reign of King Pedro the Cruel 
(1350-1369), after stating that Alfonso X issued the Fum, del libro to the 
towns of Castile in 12ss, added that 

they judged according to this book until St. Martin's day in November, in the 
era 1310 [ 1272]. At the time of St. Martin's day, the magnates of the realm and 
the nobles bcsccched King Alfonso to give Castile the faeros that they had 
had in the time of his great-grandfather King Alfonso and of his father King 
Fernando, so that they and their vassals might be judged according to the 
[um, as they used to before. The king granted it and ordered the men of 
Burgos to judge according to the old [um, as they used to before. 14 

Thus the king agreed that the nobles would be judged by their old fueros; 
this would seem to imply that in disputes with townsmen they would not 
be subject to the municipal fueros and if they appeared in the royal court 
they would not be judged in accor<µnce with the norms of the Espkulo 
(or Ptwtidl,s). He also authorized Burgos and probably the other Castilian 
and Extremaduran towns to whom he had given the Fum, real to use their 
old fueros once again. 

While some historians have hesitated to accept the prologue to the 
Fuero Piejo at face value, there is good reason to do so. The chronicle made 
clear that Alfonso X was willing to appoint llladtles de fijosda/,go to judge 
the nobles according to the old fueros. Several charters dated from 27 to 
31 October 1272 reveal that the king restored the old fueros to Madrid, 
Soria, Bejar, Cuenca, and Sepulveda. These charters, an essential part of 
the towns the fueros, privileges, and franchises that they had received from 
his great-grandfather Alfonso VIII, his father Fernando III, and himself. 
He specifically declared that the urban knights should continue to enjoy 
gos on Maninmas. In recompense for past services, the king confirmed to 
the towns the fueros, privileges, and franchises that they had received from 
his great-grandfather Alfonso VIII, his father Fernando III, and himself. 
He specifically declared that the urban knights should continue to enjoy 
the privileges he had given them in 1256 and 1264 concerning the exemp
tion of their dependents from tribute and personal services, the muster of 
troops, and the protection of settlements. 15 
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The charters provide convincing evidence of the restoration of the 
municipal fueros and of the king's retreat from his initial intention to im
pose the Fuero relll as a uniform code of law for all the towns. Iglesia 
Ferreir6s has shown that the towns wished not so much to obtain the 
restoration of their ancient fueros as juridical ordinances, but rather as 
rights and privileges. As a consequence, after 1272 an ambiguous situation 
existed, as the Fuero relU seems to have continued in use but with modifi
cations that assured the towns of greater control of certain matters, such 
as the nomination of judges. 16 

These concessions probably were recommended by the king's com
mission to attend to the petitions of the nobles and prelates. Some issues 
seem not to have been wholly resolved at this time. Quite possibly the 
commission functioned for some time after the dissolution of the cortes 
and suggested the proposals embodied in the Ordinance of Zamora in 1274 

and in the privileges given to the clergy at Penafiel in 1275. 17 

Alfonso X did not yield in this matter without obtaining a substantial 
advantage in return, as the royal chronicle reveals, despite its disordered 
chronology. According to the chronicle, on the death of an unnamed Holy 
Roman Emperor (probably Richard of Cornwall who died in 1272, rather 
than William of Holland who died in 1256), envoys informed Alfonso X at 
Burgos of his election and urged him to come to accept the empire. The 
chronicle continues: 

He took counsel with his people as to how he should go to the empire. And 
to facilitate this, he asked the people of the realm to give him every year, until 
the affair of the empire was concluded, two servicios, in addition to the trib
utes and rents that they owed him. And all the magnates, infanzones, knights, 
and men of the councils of the cities and towns of his kingdoms granted it 
tO him.11 

This segment is inserted in a chapter of the chronicle describing Fer
nando de la Ccrda's marriage in 1269, but I doubt that it belongs there. In 
1269 the nobles agreed to a tax amounting to six servicios but it was in
tended to "complete the business of the frontier." 19 Urged by his allies to 
hasten to the empire, now that Richard of Cornwall was dead, Alfonso X 
was anxious to obtain a tax levy from the cortes of Burgos in 1272 that 
would make his journey possible. In view of the controversy over the six 
servicios authorized in 1269, it is unlikely that the nobles now agreed to tax 
themselves or their dependents. The towns probably made a grant, but the 
amount cited above, two servicios, is incorrect. In another chapter the 
chronicle reported that Alfonso X 
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having assembled all the men of his realms in the city of Burgos in the cortcs 
and in a grand assembly, they, seeing that he had need of great sums in order 
to carry out the journey to the empire, granted him a servicio each year for a 
certain time in the entire realm. 20 

The chronicle, I think, assumes that this grant was made in the cortes 
of Burgos in 1269, but there is better reason to believe that it was in 1272. 

Royal charters issued two years later indicate that at an unspecified date, 
which I believe to be 1272, the towns of Castile, Le6n, and Extremadura, 
as well as the monasteries of Le6n ( and probably of Castile also) promised 
the king a strPicio each year, the equivalent of a moneM, for as long as he 
thought necessary. 21 This coincides with the chronicle's evidence. The con
cession of an annual tribute for an apparently indefinite time was a signifi
cant gain for the king and is explicable only as a grant made in exchange 
for something equally weighty, such as the restoration and confirmation 
of the fueros. 

The Exile of the Nobles 

As the cortcs drew to a close in mid-November, the rebellious magnates, 
Infante Felipe, Nuno Gonzalez de Lara, Lope Diaz de Haro, Esteban Fer
mindez de Castro, Fernan Ruiz de Castro, Sim6n Ruiz de los Cameros, 
and Alvar Diaz de Asturias, rejected the king's suzerainty, surrendering 
royal castles of which they had custody, and set out for the kingdom of 
Granada. At some time during the year they concluded an alliance with 
lbn al-Abmar, pledging homage and fealty and collaboration against Al
fonso X. A copy of this pact was included in the royal chronicle. 22 

As the nobles made their way to the frontier, they plundered the 
countryside despite the truce granted by the king. In protest, he reminded 
them of royal favors they had received, and charged them with violating 
the law. He was especially harsh with his brother Felipe, emphasizing that 
the "king of Granada is an enemy of God and of the faith and of the king 
and his kingdoms .... You, as the son of King Fernando and Queen Bea
triz and brother of King Alfonso, ought to better guard the lineage 
whence you come and the duty that you have toward it." Hoping to de
tach the lesser nobility from the magnates, the king declared that the rebels 
were acting in an unreasonable manner: "if they demanded fueros, he gave 
them to them, and granted them by his word in court and also by his 
privilege." The nobles continued their journey, however, refusing to listen 
to those who tried to reason with them. 23 
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At the urging of Queen Violante, Archbishop Sancho II, and others, 
the king (who remained at Toledo) again pledged to confirm the fueros of 
the nobility and to give up the customs duties and ser11icios if the magnates 
would return to their allegiance and would determine how a serPiao might 
be levied so that he could conduct his affairs without ruining the kingdom; 
he would not claim this as a matter of right or custom. He also promised 
to restore the estates of the rebels and to compensate Lope Dfaz and Es
teban Femmdez for lands which they claimed, but he insisted that Esteban 
regularize his marriage to Aldonza Rodriguez by obtaining her family's 
consent and the blessing of the church. Although he pledged to arrange a 
truce with Granada, he was unwilling to abandon the Banii Ashqiluli, 
whose questionable loyalty undermined lbn al-Abmar's position. "All 
these things the king grants to them so that they may accompany him to 
the empire and serve him as they promised." 24 

The magnates rejected these concessions, however, and early in 1273 
presented new demands, requiring the king to confirm the traditional cus
toms and privileges of all the estates and all the people of the realm. In a 
sweeping objection to legists and canonists, they emphasized that suits in 
the royal court should be adjudicated only in accordance with traditional 
law by judges of Castile and Lc6n. Reiterating their position that customs 
duties and ser11icios should be abandoned because the realm was impover
ished, they also insisted that monelUI form, should be levied only every 
seven years as in the time of his father and great-grandfather, in proportion 
to individual income, rather than by head, and "he should never demand 
other tributes." Though presumably an objection to extraordinary trib
utes, this would impose a severe constraint on the treasury and the king's 
activities. Royal attempts to regulate the transhumance of sheep prompted 
the magnates to contend that the pasturage toll (montlltli/o) should be col
lected only as in Fernando ill's reign, and that the recently introduced 
royal toll on livestock (serPiao de los gtmllllos) should be eliminated. Royal 
economic policies also drew fire, as the nobles argued that the list of pro
hibited exports ( COS/IS pe/UIIUIS) should be restricted to those of his father's 
time, rather than the more detailed lists set down in 1252, 12s8, and 1268. 
The nobles' insistence that saltpits and iron mines should be exploited as 
in the preceding reign was probably the result of his leasing these re
sources to the Jew Zag de la Maleha. Objecting that the king should grant 
lands only to natives of the realm, the magnates declared that if he wished 
to show his bcndicence to foreigners, he should do so from his own in
come. They also had the temerity to ask for their stipends from the sn,,iao 
then being collected in Castile and pardon for any injury they might have 
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done on leaving his service. Finally, they protested that settlements made 
in Le6n and Castile, injwious both to their interests and those of the king, 
should be dismantled. 25 

Alfonso X was quite loath to accede to these demands presented so 
haughtily, but on the advice of the queen, the archbishop, and the inf antes, 
he indicated his readiness to do so. Violante and her colleagues informed 
the magnates that once they returned to their allegiance, they, together 
with the other men of the realm, would have to agree on a servicio not to 
be taken as a matter of right or custom that would enable the king to carry 
on his affairs without injury to the realm. Besides admitting that royal 
judges would be laymen, he would grant estates only to natives of the 
kingdom, negotiate the issue of royal settlements in Le6n and Galicia, 
restore the estates of the exiles, and observe the truce concluded with Gra
nada at Alcala de Bcnzaide. He also promised to return Aiava and Vitoria 
to Lope Dfaz de Haro, provided that Infante Fernando, who held those 
lands, consented. ff the nobles wished, the king would summon the cortcs 
to affirm his pledges. Thus it would seem that in his anxiety to get on with 
the business of the imperial crown, Alfonso X was prepared to yield on all 
points with the exception of extraordinary tributes, which he would 
require if he wished to conduct even the most ordinary affairs of 
govemment. 16 

When the exiled magnates and their followers, numbering about 
I200, reached the kingdom of Granada, lbn al-Abmar received them 
warmly and asked them to attack the governor of Guadix, Alfonso X's ally. 
Soon afterward, when lbn al-Abmar died on 22 January 1273, the exiles 
assisted his son Mubammad II (1273-1302) in securing the throne. 27 Re
sponding to Alfonso X's latest overtures, the magnates let it be known that 
they were willing to return to his service, as did Muhammad II, provided 
that the Castilian ruler abandon the governors of Guadix and Malaga. 
Rather than do so, Alfonso X offered several alternatives, including the 
cession to Castile of the ports of Algcciras and Tarifa, the payment of 
arrears of tribute, with a future exemption for a limited term, and some 
accommodation for the Banii Ashqniila. 28 

The Settlement at Almagro, 1273 

Meanwhile, Alfonso X began to realize that there was mounting criticism 
of his taX program, not only from the exiles, but also from the bishops, 
magnates, knights, and townspeople who had remained faithful. The an-
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nual servicios, it was objecte~ laid waste the Ian~ and customs duties drove 
up the price of doth and other necessities. To deal with these problems, 
he convoked an assembly at Almagro in the Campo de Calatrava in March 
1273. Almagro was selected so Infante Fernando and others stationed on 
the frontier could participate and so the exiled nobles could send their 
messengers. Those attending included Violante, Infantes Fernando, Fad
rique, and Manuel, the masters of Santiago, Calatrava, Alcantara, and the 
Temple, fifteen magnates (including Sim6n Ruiz de los Cameros, who 
seems to have abandoned the rebels) "and other magnates, infanzones, and 
noble knights, and other noble knights of the cities and towns." 29 

The chronicle described the decisions taken in the assembly and Al
fonso X recorded them in a charter given at Toledo on 28 March 1273 after 
his return from Almagro. He now agreed to cancel two of the six serwcios 
to which the nobles had consented in 1269; he had already collected two 
and would collect the remaining two within the year. While emphasizing 
that he had every right to impose customs duties so as to increase his 
revenues as other kings had done, he promised to levy them only during 
the next six years and thereafter to eliminate them entirely. The chronicle, 
which spoke of one servicio granted each year "for a certain time" explained 
that he needed these revenues in order to maintain those who would ac
company him on his journey to the empire. According to the chronicle, 
he also confirmed the fueros and customs of Castile and Lc6n, but the royal 
charter did not explicitly state that. 30 

A compromise was effected at Almagro as moderate views prevailed. 
Rather than insist that the king cease collecting all extraordinary taxes, a 
most unrealistic stance, it was agreed that the serwcios promised by the 
nobles in 1269 would be reduce~ but the principle of taxing their depen
dents was maintained as they would still have to pay two final serwcios. The 
king would also collect customs duties for the next six years, as well as the 
annual servicio voted by the towns in the cortes of Burgos in 1272. From 
these sources the king could expect a reasonable revenue for a limited term 
that would allow him to govern and to complete his imperial quest. 

While at Almagro, Alfonso X received messages from both the king 
of Granada and the exiled nobles. Muhammad II wished to make peace, 
promising to pay arrears of tribute for two years except for Malaga and 
Guadix which remained under the control of the Banii Ashqilula, and to 

contribute a servicio of 250,000 mar,wedis for the journey to the empire. 
The nobles seemed anxious to come to terms, but Alfonso X was now no 
longer willing to humor them by prolonged negotiations. He accused 
them of making proposals that were clearly injurious to his honor, as for 
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example asking him to impose "a great tribute on the realm, so that they 
might gain from it and the king might lose thereby the hearts of the com
munities." He admonished them to return to his service at once and to be 
prepared to accompany him on his journey to the empire. 

Following the assembly of Almagro, he convened the "men of the 
kingdom of Le6n and those of the Extremaduras" at Avila in late April 
and May 1273. He explained the situation of the kingdom of Granada and 
the offenses of the exiles and probably also discussed his plans for the 
journey to the empire. Signs that the rebel faction was beginning to dis
integrate also appeared, as various of their number including Fernan Ruiz 
de Castro returned to their allegiance, but the others forwarded new de
mands. Refusing to accompany the king on his journey to the empire, they 
insisted that they be given the tribute due from Granada to cover their 
expenses since their departure from the realm. They also expected the king 
to aid Muhammad II in crushing the Banft AshqUula. Angered by this 
latest intransigence, Alfonso X ordered the destruction of all houses be
longing to the exiles and declared his intention to ask Jaime I to join him 
in waging war against Granada. Before that came to pass, Juan Gonzalez, 
master of Calatrava, acting on behalf of Infante Fernando, whom the king 
had assigned to protect the frontier, negotiated with the rebels and agreed 
to terms "the best he could, but not according to what the king wanted." 31 

In a lengthy reply to Fernando de la Ccrda's request for guidance, 
Alfonso X indicated his displeasure with the rebels, arguing that he had 
not injured them nor deprived them of their fueros. Complaining that they 
wished only to disinherit him, he ridiculed their intelligence and the sug
gestion that they were acting for the gcxxl of the realm. After denouncing 
those who urged him to abandon the Banft Ashqiliila, he emphasized that 
Castile had far greater forces than Granada, and also discounted the threat 
of invasion from Morocco, commenting that the Benimerines had far less 
power than the Almohads. Because the emir was busy fighting in North 
Africa, Alfonso X made a dangerous miscalculation, contending that the 
Benimerincs would not invade Spain, and if they did would have difficulty 
in securing ships and f cxxl supplies. 32 

Alfonso X also confessed that while he was at Avila, "I was sick with 
rheum and a little fever and I was greatly upset." Linking this with the 
king's illness following a kick in the head at Burgos in 12.t>9, Kinkade 
pointed out that "the fever and watery discharge of the eyes and nose ... 
were most probably related to the worsening maxillary sinusitis and even
tual squamous-cell carcinoma" that would afflict the king. 33 

The need to reach a settlement was now more pressing than ever. Not 
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only were the troops on the frontier becoming restive, but William of 
Montferrat reported that the king's situation in Lombardy was disinte
grating. Given the state of Alfonso X's health, he had to ask Queen Vio
lante to join Infante Fernando at <:6rdoba in negotiating with the rebels. 
The king himself travelled to Requena on the Valencian frontier where he 
met Jaime I, probably between 22-28 August 1273. While the king of Ara
g6n pledged his support in case of a Moroccan invasion or war with Gra
nada, the count of Vintimiglia and other Lombard allies urged Alfonso X 
to send soo knights to Lombardy as quickly as possible. After Jaime I 
departed, Alfonso X fell so seriously ill that people thought he would die 
but, as Cantig11 23s tells us, he was cured through the intercession of the 
Virgin Mary. The chronicle stated that he suffered from tertian fever, re
curring intermittently every other day. Though he recovered, from that 
time forward his health apparently deteriorated steadily and affected his 
bchavior. 34 

During July Violante and Infante Fernando engaged in hard bargain
ing with Nuno Gonzalez de ~ acting for the exiles and the king of 
Granada. It was agreed that Alfonso X would abide by the treaty of Alcala 
de Benzaide, provided that Muhammad II paid 450,000 ,,,.,.,,JJetHs owed 
for the past two years and made a gift of 250,000 for the journey to the 
empire. He would also have to grant the Banii Ashqilula a truce for two 
years, but that eventually proved to be a major sticking point. As for the 
nobles, the terms already agreed upon at Almagro were reiterated. Once 
informed that an accord had been reached, Alfonso X commended his wife 
and son and issued charters indicating his acceptance. The nobles, how
ever, now arrogantly demanded that they be given their stipends for the 
previous two years because they had not ravaged the king's lands during 
their absence in Granada. They also insisted that he pay for 1000 knights 
for the journey to the empire, instead of soc, as he planned. Fearing that 
the agreement would collapse, Violante and Fernando urged Alfonso X to 
hasten to join them. 

After venting his wrath, the king consented and went to Seville to 
seal the accords. In mid-December 1273 Muhammad II pledged homage 
and fealty to Alfonso X, promising to pay an annual tribute of 300,000 ma

mvedls, and, much against his will, to grant a truce for one year to the 
Bann Ashqilula of Malaga and Guadix. In return, Alfonso X accorded him 
a very high honor by knighting him. The magnates were received into 
favor once more, pledging to join him in his imperial quest, while he in 
tum extended to them the concessions made to the other nobles at Alma-
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gro. The king and his advisors erred gravely, however, when they failed to 
seek an accommodation with the Benimerines. The Castilians assumed 
that because of the peace with Granada, the Bcnimerines would not invade 
Spain and if they did so they could be repulsed. 35 

The Regency of Fernando de la Cerda 

In preparation for the most important journey of his career, Alfonso X 
summoned the cortes to Burgos, probably in early March 1274. A passage 
in the royal chronicle referring to a meeting held at Toledo should rightly 
be assigned to the cortes of Burgos. Those present included the king's 
brothers and sons, Archbishop Sancho II of Toledo, the masters of the 
military orders, various magnates "and all the other magnates, inftUJZOneS, 
and knights of the kingdoms of Castile and Le6n." Other prelates likely 
attended as did representatives of the towns of Castile, Le6n, and Extre
madura. 36 

The business of the cortes was to establish Infante Fernando as regent 
during his father's absence from the realm, to arrange for a retinue to 
accompany the king on his journey ("the matter of sending of knights to 
the empire of Rome"), and to obtain the financial aid to make this pos
sible. Alfonso X reminded the a&,embly that the Lombards had often en
treated him to come, but it was only now that he could do so, as the realm 
was at peace with the Moors and the rebellious magnates had renewed 
their loyalty. Designating as regent his son Fernando, who had already 
been acknowledged as heir to the throne, the king admonished him to do 
justice to all, and gave him the royal seals and authority to appoint all 
officials. The prince was also advised to continue to support the Banii 
Ashqiliila so as to constrain the king of Granada. The responsibility for 
guarding the frontier was entrusted to Nuno Gonzalez de Lara as adellin
tllllo mayor. All promised to do as the king commanded and to accept 
Fernando as king, should anything untoward occur to his father. Perhaps 
at this time the king also "caused all the towns and castles of the king
doms of Castile and Le6n to do homage to his grandson, Alfonso de la 
Cerda ... as ... he had arranged with the king of France." There is reason 
to believe that after the birth of Alfonso de la Cerda in 1270 Alfonso X and 
Philip III of France made a pact giving the child preference over his uncles 
in the matter of the succession, should Fernando predecease his father. 37 

The towns of Castile, Le6n, and Extrcmadura and the monasteries of 
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Lc6n and probably of Castile as well made a special contribution to fi
nance the imperial journey. They had promised to give the king each year, 
for as long as he thought necessary, a senicio amounting to a monetla. Now 
they pledged to give him the senicio for two years so that he could carry 
out the affair of the empire, but in view of their great poveny, he pledged 
never to demand from them in the future the serPicios owed for subsequent 
years. "We remit them to you forever, since this year you give us the senicio 
as stated above"; nor would he or his successors ever demand this tax as a 
matter of law or custom. 38 The king referred, I believe, first to the promise 
made by the towns and monasteries in the cortes of Burgos in 1272 to give 
him an annual senicio for as long as he wished, but just as he was com
pelled to modify the tax burden of the nobility at Almagro in 1273, so now 
the towns and monasteries at Burgos in 1274 demanded a comparable con
cession. They pledged to give him two senicios in the current year, so that 
he would have enough money for the journey to the empire, but thereafter 
they would not owe a yearly senicio for an indefinite term. The king's 
imperative need prompted him to surrender the right to an annual serviao 
for the funds necessary to accomplish his immediate purpose. 39 

As the cortes came to a close, Talavera and Plasencia concluded an 
herm11,ndlld, promising mutual love and support against all enemies, "al
ways maintaining the sovereignty of the king." More than likely the un
certainty attending his imminent departure from the realm encouraged 
those towns and perhaps others to take this step to defend themselves. 40 

Proposals for judicial reform had probably been aired in the cortes of 
Burgos in 1274 as a consequence of the king's confirmation of the tra
ditional fueros two years before. Now, according to most scholars, he 
convoked the cortes at Zamora in June-July 1274 and promulgated an 
ordinance on this question. In fact he did not convene the cortes, but he 
did enact a law after taking counsel with prelates, religious, magnates, and 
aka/des of Castile and Le6n, that is, with the members of his court includ
ing the judges of the royal tribunal. He outlined in writing the reasons 
why suits were not handled more quickly, and his councillors, scribes, and 
lawyers, after consultation, gave a written response. After reviewing all the 
ideas presented, the king promulgated an ordinance divided into four 
parts dealing with the roles of lawyers, judges, scribes, and himself. The 
principal purpose of the ordinance was to specify the auos de corte, that is, 
cases pertaining exclusively to royal jurisdiction and to establish the struc
ture of the royal tribunal. The ordinance responded to problems elicited 
in previous meetings of the cortes and reflected the changed judicial sit
uation after the confrontation at the cortes of Burgos in 1272. 41 
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The Navarrese Succession 

Although Alfonso X now wished to attend directly to the affair of the 
empire, the death of King Henry I in July 1274, leaving a two-year-old girl 
Jeanne, as his heir, raised the distracting question of the Navarrcse suc
cession. Immediately the kings of Castile and Arag6n revived earlier pre
tensions to Navarre, but Alfonso X, preoccupied by his imperial interests, 
assigned the task of pressing Castilian claims to Fernando de la Cerda. 
When Fernando appealed to Jaime I for help, the king of Arag6n informed 
him that he had his own rights to Navarre, which his eldest son Pedro 
would maintain. 42 Early in September Fernando invaded Navarre and laid 
siege to Viana; though he was unable to take it, he did occupy some 
smaller places. Meanwhile a civil war broke out in Pamplona as factions 
favoring Castilian, Aragoncsc, and French interests contended for power. 
In the circumstances, the queen mother took her daughter to France to 
seek the protection of King Philip III, who proposed that Jeanne marry 
his son, the future Philip the Fair. Pope Gregory X initially refused to 
grant a dispensation, but reacting against Castilian pressure, he changed 
his mind and the betrothal was announced in May 1275. Thus the basis for 
the personal union of Navarre and France for the next several generations 
was established. 43 

The Journey to the Empire 

In advance of his own journey to Lombardy, Alfonso X dispatched some 
200 to 300 knights in April 1274 to his ally, the marquess of Montferrat; 
by November another 800 to 900 knights arrived. 44 After arranging for 
his fleet to join him at Marseilles, the king set out in June, proceeding 
from Zamora to Seville and thence eastward into the kingdom of Valencia. 
Jaime I welcomed him to Barcelona in January 1275 and accompanied him 
to the French frontier. 45 Although Gregory X had urged Alfonso X to give 
up his imperial ambitions, the king entered France and proceeded to Beau
caire where he met the pope in mid-May 1275.46 

Long before this, Alfonso X knew that the pope had dismissed his 
claims to the imperial throne and rejected his request to be crowned. He 
also knew that the German electors had chosen Rudolf of Habsburg, 
whom the pope acknowledged as emperor in 1274. Despite that, Al
fonso X asserted his own rights. His brother-in-law Edward I of England 
promised to aid him against Rudolf and urged the pope to acknowledge 
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Alfonso X, but in vain. 47 As far as the pope was concerned, Alfonso X had 
to give up his pretensions to the imperial throne once and for all. The 
AnnlUS of Puu:enzll, emphasized that the conference ended in discord. 
The AnnlUS of Gm<HI reported that although the king was said to have 
renounced the empire, in fact he afterward continued to describe himself 
as king of the Romans. 48 

The surest evidence that Alfonso X intended to persist in his imperial 
quest is found in his letter to Pavia dated at Bcaucaire on 21 May. Still 
entitling himsclf "Romanorum rex scmper augustus," he stated that he had 
met with a negative reception from the pope. Alfonso X affirmed that "our 
special reason" for this conference was that "the world should know and 
all should sec that the one who ought to be the fount of justice on earth, 
denied justice to us." Nevertheless, he pledged to pursue the affair of the 
empire and to come "personally and powerfully into Lombardy with 
scarcely any delay." To prepare the way he sent his envoy to ltaly.49 

Ayala Martinez argued that Alfonso X was well aware that the pope 
would reject his demand for recognition because everything Gregory X 
had said or done thus far was contrary to the king's interest. That being 
the case, the king's lengthy journey through the kingdom of Arag6n, an 
indirect and unnecessary route, was intended as a propaganda ploy to 
demonstrate Ghibelline strength in Spain. The king's own words in his 
letter to Pavia make clear that his intention was to expose the pope as one 
who would not give him a fair hearing. The journey to Beaucairc then was 
essentially a matter of propaganda, whose outcome was known and ex
pected by everyone. 

With the empire out of the way, Alfonso X raised several secondary 
issues. On his request, Gregory X asked Rudolf of Habsburg to uphold 
the Castilian monarch's claims to Swabia. The pope also agreed to mediate 
with France concerning Alfonso X's rights to Navarre. Further, Gregory X 
granted him the tenth of ecclesiastical revenues for the defense of his realm 
for six years. Finally, they discussed an agreement between Charles of An
jou and Alfonso X, whose substance is unknown. 50 

By the end of July the king and the pope had concluded their busi
ness. From the pope's point of view the conference ended unsatisfactorily 
because Alfonso X persisted in his imperial claims and intended to con
tinue into Lombardy where his partisans were making headway against 
the Guelfs. Exploiting his presence at Beaucaire, ,Alfonso X received a re
newed pledge of loyalty from a Gcnocse deputation and he tried to extend 
his influence by arranging the marriage of his brother Manuel and the 
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countess of Savoy. 51 Nevertheless, when the king received news of a Mo
roccan invasion of Castile and the death of Fernando de la Cerda in late 
July, he had to alter his plans and return home. 

The length of the king's stay at Bcaucaire and his homeward journey 
have caused some perplexity, but the explanation is found in Cantiga 235, 
a very personal account of the events of these years. The Cantiga relates 
that he fell ill during his stay at Bcaucaire, but recovered sufficiently to 
travel. When he reached Montpcllier in August, his physicians gave him 
up for dead, but once again the Virgin Mary restored him to health. 
Thence he made his way rapidly to Castile. 52 

In September, meanwhile, Pope Gregory X urged Archbishop Re
mondo of Seville to warn Alfonso X not to continue calling himself king 
of the Romans. The archbishop's counsel and changed circumstances likely 
had their effect because the pope informed the German princes and bish
ops a month later that Alfonso X had "acquiesced in our wishes in the 
imperial affair."53 When the king reentered Castile at the end of the year, 
his hope of empire was entirely dashed and he was confronted with the 
disastrous pc>Mibility of losing his kingdom as well. 
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15. The Benimerines 
and the Succession Crisis 

The Moors of Morocco had not invaded the Iberian peninsula in force 
since their defeat at Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212. Now in 1275 while Al
fonso X was absent from his kingdom, the Banu Marin or Marinids, 
known to medieval Castilians as the Benimerines, crossed the Straits of 
Gibraltar. The Moroccan threat preoccupied Alfonso X for the remainder 
of his reign, as did an unexpected but concomitant issue: the succession to 
the throne. 

The Invasion of the Benimerines 

Under the forceful leadership of Abu Yusuf Ya'qub b. 'Abd al-1:Iaqq 
(1258-1286), the Benimerines destroyed the decaying Almohad empire in 
Morocco. 1 While eliminating all rivals, Abu Yusuf also kept one eye on 
peninsular affairs. As early as 1263 and again in 1272, in response to lbn al
Abmar's appeal, he sent a small cavalry force to Spain. He also expressed 
his sympathy for the discontented Castilian nobles and suggested that he 
might be able to assist them. Alfonso X was wary of the Benimerines, but 
after making peace with Granada and the nobles in December 1273, he 
convinced himself that the Moroccans were now not likely to invade 
Spain; even if they did, they would be unsuccessful. Acting on a similar 
assumption, Jaime I, thinking to advance Catalan commercial interests in 
North Africa, in November 1274 promised to assist the Bcnimerines in 
taking Ceuta. By seizing Tangier in 1273 and acquiring Ceuta with Catalan 
help two years later, the emir now controlled the traditional ports of em
barcation for armies invading Spain. Dufourcq emphasized that "by his 
own hands" Jaime I "had ... installed ... Abii Yusuf in Ceuta and that 
event would be disastrous for all the Christians of Spain." 2 

The threat of invasion became reality after Muhammad II, the new 
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king of Granada, appealed to the Benimerines. Although he had pledged 
homage and fealty to Alfonso X, Muhammad II realized that he had been 
tricked into granting a truce to the Banu Ashqiliila whose autonomy un
dermined his authority. As a condition for his assistance, Abu Yusuf de
manded the cession of the ports of Algeciras and Tarifa to enable him to 
cross the Straits at will. The first contingent of Bcnimerines crossed from 
Alcaccr Scguir to Tarifa in May 1275 and then raided as far as Vejer de la 
Frontera and Jerez. 3 

At the first news of the invasion, the regent, Fernando de la Cerda, 
after meeting with the prelates at Peflafiel in May, hastened to the frontier 
but died suddenly at Villarreal on 24 July 1275. He was not yet twenty 
years old.• Three weeks later on 16 August Abu Y iisuf landed at Tarifa and 
confirmed his agreement with Muhammad II, who was reconciled for the 
moment with the Banu Ashqiliila. While Granadan forces pillaged about 
Jaco, the Benimerines spread destruction far and wide along the Guadal
quivir around C6rdoba, Ubcda, and Baeza. C11ntiga 323 records the damage 
done near Seville. The Murcian Mudcjars attempted to recover control of 
the city, but, according to Cantiga 169, the Virgin Mary thwarted them. 5 

To compound Castile's misfortunes, Abu Yusuf routed Nuno Gon
zalez de Lara, ade/,a,ntlllUJ m11,yor de la frontm,,, at Ecija on 7 September. 
With grotesque exaggeration, lbn Abi Zarc reported that the Muslims 
piled high the heads of 18,000 dead Christians; mounting the pile, the 
muezzin then recited evening prayer. An immense booty was taken. Nuno 
was killed and his severed head was sent to the king of Granada as a tro

phy, but he returned it to Castile for honorable interment. Mindful too of 
the fate the reyes de taifas had suffered at the hands of the Almoravids in 
the eleventh century, he became quite fearful when the Banu Ashqiliila 
recognized Abu Yusuf as their overlord. 6 

A month later on 20 October, Archbishop Sancho II of Toledo, one 
of the sons of Jaime I, was defeated and captured near Jaco. The Moors 
debated whether to hand him over to Abu Yusuf or to Muhammad II, but 
the governor of Malaga settled the argument by beheading the archbishop 
and cutting off his ring hand. Lope Dfaz de Haro now caught up with the 
enemy, recovering the archbishop's cross and the headless bcxiy; the 
Moors surrendered the head and hand and the remains were sent to To
ledo for burial. 7 

Alfonso X's second son Sancho, just seventeen years old, now rallied 
the Castilians, reorganized frontier defenses, and ordered a fleet to block
ade Algeciras, thus cutting Abu Yusuf's communications with Morocco. 
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The Muslim offensive was halted for the time being, but the destruction 
of lives and property was vast. 8 

Given these disasters, Alfonso X could not continue his ill-fated jour
ney to the empire, but illness at Montpcllier delayed his return home. To 
add to his grief, his youngest daughter Leonor died suddenly, as did his 
nephew Alfonso, the son of Infante Manuel. Once the king recovered, 
perhaps in September or October, he traveled as rapidly as he could to his 
beleaguered kingdom. In response to his plea for help, Gregory X granted 
him a tenth of ecclesiastical revenues and authorized Infante Manuel, who 
had planned a crusade to the Holy Land, to postpone his departure until 
the invaders were expelled.9 At Urida in November, the king appealed to 
Jaime I who promised to send his son Pedro with substantial assistance, 
but the revolt of the Valencian Mudcjars necessitated Pedro's presence 
there. Edward I of England also responded positively by permitting Ba
yonne in Gascony to provide Castile with warships. 10 

When Alfonso X entered his kingdom late in 1275 he was, in the words 
of Bernat Dcsclot, "angry and ill." Although he received a warm welcome, 
according to C11ntiga 23s, it eventually turned sour. 11 A two-year truce was 
arranged with Abu Yusuf, who withdrew to Morocco in January 1276 after 
six months in Spain, but the resumption of hostilities seemed inevitable. 
Alfonso X met Infante Sancho and "all the magnates, knights and men of 
the towns who were on the frontier" at Alcala de Henares in December 
1275 and continued his discussions with them at Toledo in January. Even 
though many municipal militias were present, he summoned representa
tives from the towns of Castile and Extremadura to counsel him concern
ing "the affairs of the realm," and especially "the affair of the war." Seeing 
the gravity of the situation, the towns promised an annual monedi, for 
three years, payable in proportion to individual income. Two knights rep
resenting Burgos hesitated to consent for lack of authorization and had to 
consult their constituents. 11 

The Question of the Succession 

The sudden death of Fernando de la Cerda raised another grave problem 
that unsettled the peace of the realm for more than thirty years. The 
question, in essence, was this: should Alfonso de la Cerda, the oldest son 
of the dead prince, be acknowledged as heir to the throne even though he 
was only five years old? Or should recognition be given to Sancho, then 
seventeen? 
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The law in this matter was not fixed and immutable, but was evolving 
during the reign. The Esplculo (2,16,3) stated that the throne should pass 
to the king's oldest son, or in default of sons, to his oldest daughter. The 
rights of royal grandchildren were affirmed but the possibility that the 
king's heir might predecease him was not considered. Nor did Alfonso X 
refer to that situation in 12ss when he declared that "according to the gen
eral, approved custom of Spain," the first-born son, or the eldest daughter, 
if there were no sons, should inherit the realm. 13 The P/WtUUIS (2,1s,2), 

redacted between 1256 and 1265, introduced the right of representation. 
Emphasizing the principle of primogeniture and condemning the idea of 
a partition among the king's sons, the law stated that the eldest son should 
inherit all his father's dominions; if the first-born died before succeeding 
to the throne, his son (the king's grandson) should have the inheritance. 
That would seem to have assured Alfonso de la Ccrda's right to the throne. 
Nevertheless, MacDonald drew attention to another version in which the 
right of a grandson was set aside in favor of the king's second son. All 
seem to agree that this interpolation was done after 1276 in order to justify 
Sancho's claim, perhaps with royal authorization. Craddock added that, 
whereas the earlier version set the date for the termination of a royal mi
nority at twenty, the interpolated text put it at sixteen. Thus if the king 
should die suddenly, there would be no need for a regency, because 
Sancho was already seventeen and would reach the age of twenty in 
May 1278.14 

Aside from the legal texts, the contemporary Catalan historian Bernat 
Dcsclot noted that Philip III of France "had an agreement with the king 
of Castile that after the death of Fernando, his [Philip Hrs] nephews 
should become kings." The French historian Guillaume de Nangis indig
nantly condemned Alfonso X for denying the rights of the Infantes de la 
Cerda. If it were not for "the perfidy and innate infidelity" of "that Pha
raoh" Alfonso X, who alleged the custom of the realm, Alfonso de la Cerda 
would have inherited Castile. Guillaume also argued that the marriage 
contract between Fernando de la Cerda and Blanche provided that their 
first-born child should inherit the throne to the exclusion of Fernando's 
brothers. 15 In fact, the contract, concluded on 28 September 1266, while 
assuming that Fernando de la Cerda would succeed, did not discuss his 
children's rights in case he died before becoming king. 16 

Pedro Afonso (d. 1354), in the Cr6niai de 1344, echoed Guillaume, 
adding that when Alfonso X "went to Rome to be emperor," he caused all 
the towns of Castile and Lc6n to do homage to his grandson Alfonso de la 
Cerda. The author implies that when the cortcs of Burgos in 1274 pledged 
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to accept Fernando as king should his father die while out of the coW1try, 
homage was also given to the child Alfonso. 17 

However that may be, the strongest evidence in suppon of Alfonso 
de la Ccrda's rights is foWld in the earliest version of the Ptirtillas ( 2,1s,2), 

stating that the king's grandson, representing the direct and oldest line of 
succession, had an unquestioned right to the throne, should his father 
predecease him. While the marriage contract did not spell this out, it 
seems likely that Alfonso de la Ccrda's rights in case of his father's death 
were acknowledged in the cones of Burgos in 1274 prior to Alfonso X's 
journey to the empire. In view of the extraordinary circumstances prevail
ing in 1275, however, there was strong sentiment that the right of represen
tation ought to be set aside and that, in accord with the older custom 
favoring the younger sons of a reigning monarch, Sancho, the hero of the 
recent campaign against the Benimerines, should be acknowledged as heir. 

Indeed Lope Diaz de Haro urged the king to "summon all the coun
cils of all the cities and towns of his kingdom to send their procurators 
with cenain powers" to do homage to Infante Sancho. When the king 
consulted his brother Manuel "and others of his council," Manuel, evi
dently reflecting on Alfonso X's agreement with Philip III, declared: 

Lord, one is not cut off from the tree of kings by an agreement; nor is the 
one who comes according to nature disinherited thereby. If the oldest who 
comes from the tree dies, the branch under him ought to rise to the top. 
Three things there arc that arc not under agreement: law, king, and kingdom. 
Anything that is done against any one of these is not valid and ought not to 
be held nor observed. 

Wary of again rousing the nobility by a unilateral decision and aware of 
the poor state of his health, Alfonso X decided to consult the cones. Al
though the royal chronicle placed the assembly in Segovia, the king was 
not there in 1276. 18 

The Cortes of Burgos, 1276 

About mid-May 1276, Alfonso X convened a plenary cones at Burgos, 
summoning "the prelates, barons, nobles, and certain counsellors of all the 
cities and towns of his realm to advise him" concerning the question of 
the succession. A summons requiring Salamanca to send two good men 
to Burgos to recognize the king's heir and to respond to the king of 
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France's insistence on Alfonso de la Ccrda's rights was no doubt typical of 
all the summonscs. 19 

According to Jofrc de Loaysa, the majority of those present sup
ported Infante Sancho. While Juan Nunez de Lara and his brother Nuno 
Gonulcz urged the claims of Alfonso de la Cerda, the king's brother, In
fante Fadrique, Lope Diaz de Haro, Sim6n Ruiz de los Cameros, Juan Al
fonso de Haro, and "many others and the prelates of the kingdom and all 
the councils and communities of Castile and Lc6n wished and petitioned 
that Infante Lord Sancho should reign and they offered homage to him as 
the future king." Bernat Dcsclot also reported that Alfonso X set aside his 
agreement with Philip III assuring the rights of Alfonso de la Cerda, and 
"caused all the men of the kingdom . . . to swear to his son Sancho." As 
Fernando had not reigned, it was argued that his son had no right to the 
kingship and Sancho, as the oldest surviving son of the reigning monarch, 
ought to inherit the throne. In his will of November 1282 Alfonso X stated 
that he had reverted to the "ancient law and law of reason according to the 
faero of Spain" and had designated Sancho who represented a closer and 
more direct line of succession than the children of Fernando de la Ccrda. 2° 

Ballesteros argued that even though the cortes discussed the issue and 
many bishops, nobles, and towns rendered homage to Sancho, his father 
vacillated and the royal chancery did not designate Sancho as fijo m11,yor et 
heredero until April 1278. Nevertheless, as early as November 1276 Sancho, 
addressing the king, called himself fijo m11,yor et heredero, a rather bold 
aaion on his part if his father had not yet recognized him as such. The 
chancery also gave him that title at least from November 1277.21 

Given the Muslim threat and his own infirmity and increasing age, 
Alfonso X was obviously under great pressure to resolve the issue. The fact 
that Alfonso de la Cerda was a child and that Sancho had recently checked 
the advance of the Benimerines and had substantial support required the 
king to commit himself to his second son at this time. His failure to do so 
could only have provoked a terrible uproar which he could ill afford. The 
testimony of Jofre de Loaysa, the Anales Toledanos III, and Bernat Dcsclot 
that Sancho was recognized as heir in 1276 is unequivocal. Nor is it cred
ible that prelates, magnates, and towns would have pledged homage to 
him if the king did not wish it. The fact that Sancho appears so loyal and 
assiduous in carrying out his father's will at this time suggests that he was 
confident in his position as the king's heir and had his assurances, as well 
as those of the cortes, to that effect. 

The rejection of Alfonso de la Ccrda's claims in 1276 appears to be 
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acknowledged Sancho. The king would also summon his curili of prelates 
and nobles before Christmas 1277 to adjudicate the dispute "according to 
the custom and law of our realms." If the barons would not withdraw their 
pledge to Sancho, the king would entrust the resolution of the issue to 
other nobles and prelates who had not yet acknowledged Sancho. Never
theless, since Philip III failed to ratify the treaty its terms were not imple
mented and the tension between France and Castile continued. 28 

The Execution of Infante Fadrique 

While at Vitoria, Alfonso X fell gravely ill and seemed at death's door, but 
recovered after the book of his C1mtig111 was laid on his body. 29 The king 
was obviously suffering from a dread disease that despite periods of re
mission continued to worsen. As it did so, his actions became more ex
treme, to the consternation of his people. 

When he returned to Burgos in March 1277 he suddenly ordered the 
arrest and execution of his brother Infante Fadrique and Sim6n Ruiz de 
los Cameros, thereby terrifying the nobility. Fadrique was hung at Burgos 
while Sim6n, arrested by Infante Sancho, was burned at Trevino. Jofrc 
de Loaysa reported that the king acted "on account of certain things that 
he knew about them." The royal chronicle used much the same language. 
The likelihood is that Infante Fadrique, considering the king's ill health 
and Sancho's comparative youth, decided to make a bid for the throne. 
Without mentioning either Fadrique or Sim6n, Omtig11 23s related that 
the magnates, including the king's "closest relatives, swore together that 
he should not be king." Although they welcomed him on his return from 
Bcaucaire, they secretly conspired to drive him from the throne. Neverthe
less, the Virgin Mary comforted him, telling him not to worry about their 
disloyalty. Following his recovery, the king avenged himself on God's ene
mies and his own: "Just as the candle bums, so also burned the flesh of 
those who did not want woman." These words of Omtig11 23s implied that 
Fadrique and Sim6n were homosexuals. Because homosexual acts were 
thought to bring disaster upon the kingdom that permitted them, the 
penalties were extremely harsh (Pllrtiluu, 2,21,1-2). Saddened by the loss 
of his oldest son and threatened by Morocco and France, Alfonso X may 
have felt that toleration of his brother's homosexuality could only bring 
further punishment from God. In any case, Fadrique's attempt to seize the 
crown was treasonable. Sancho recognized the threat to his own aspi-
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confirmed by the decision of his principal supporters, Juan Nunez de Lara 
and his brother Nuno Gonzalez, to withdraw to France, where they 
pledged homage and fealty to Philip III. 22 

The cortcs also debated the need to subsidize the forthcoming cam
paign against the Moors. Although many towns in December 1275 had 
granted an aid for three years, Burgos postponed consent; now her repre
sentatives, after consulting the city council, probably acquiesced, as did 
other cities, especially as the defense of the realm required it. The prelates, 
assured that the king would not demand any future servi&io without con
sent, also agreed to a levy of three aids on their vassals. 23 In order to en
courage urban knights to ready themselves for war, the king updated 
privileges granted twenty years before exempting from taxes, except mo
neda forem, those suitably equipped for battle as well as their dependents. 24 

Long after the dissolution of the cortes, continuing financial pres
sures caused the king to contract with several Jewish tax farmers for the 
collection of all arrears of taxes estimated at 1,670,000 fflllnll'Ulls from the 
campaign of Niebla in 1261 until the current year. This intensive scrutiny 
of royal accounts was bound to exacerbate his relations with his subjects. 25 

The French Domination of Navarre 

Meanwhile, growing French influence in Navarre gave Alfonso X serious 
concern. After taking Jeanne I under his protection and betrothing her to 
his son, Philip III advised Castile and Arag6n not to intervene. Although 
Infante Pedro of Arag6n yielded his claims, Alfonso X sent aid to Castilian 
partisans in Navarre. Philip III, joined by Castilian exiles, countered by 
advancing toward the frontier, prompting Alfonso X to issue a formal 
defiance and to move up to Vitoria in the fall of 1276. 26 Informed of the 
impending clash, Pope John XXI urged Philip III to make pcace.27 

Before meeting on the battlefield, the two kings negotiated the out
standing issues in two treaties concluded at Vitoria on 7 November. While 
reserving claims to Navarre, Alfonso X agreed to a truce until Jeanne I 
should come of age, to restore the castles that Fernando de la Cerda had 
occupied, and to receive the Laras into favor again. As Philip III still de
manded that the Castilian ruler abide by his earlier promise to acknowl
edge his grandson's rights to the throne, Alfonso X pledged to do all in 
his power to persuade the nobles to revoke their oath of allegiance to 
Sancho, a tacit recognition that the cortcs of Burgos in 1276 had indeed 
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rations and cooperated with his father in destroying the conspirators. 30 

The news that the king had executed his very own brother and a distin
guished noble created a sense of horror, reflected in the later accusation 
that Fadrique and Sim6n were denied due process of law. As Alfonso X 
was a ruler who boasted of his knowledge and observance of the law, one 
can only speculate whether his continuing malady caused him to take such 
violent measures. 31 

The Cortes of Burgos, 1277 

In the meantime, Pope John XXI, anxious to direct the energies of Chris
tian Europe to the plight of the Holy Land, persuaded Philip III to put 
aside plans for a spring offensive against Castile. 32 Though the French 
threat was eased for the time being, Alfonso X, aware that a new Moroc
can invasion was likely, persuaded Pope Innocent V to proclaim a crusade. 
The king also tried to enlist English support, but Edward I excused him
self because of his war with Wales and stressed that if he did go on crusade 
it would be as the pope directed him. 33 

In order to ready his kingdom for the expected Moroccan assault, 
Alfonso X summoned a plenary cortes to Burgos in the spring of 1277. At 
that time the question of altering the coinage was discussed. ''The prelates, 
magnates and other good men of the towns of the realm" pointed out that 
a more plentiful supply of money was necessary so that the people could 
transact business, pay their debts, and their taxes. In 1270 in response to 
pleas for a stronger coinage, the king had minted the dineros prietos, swear
ing to maintain that coinage without change. As the new money required 
large quantities of silver, a shortage developed because of hoarding and 
export abroad. For this reason, a group of magnates, prelates, and clergy 
appealed to Pope John XXI on 9 May 1277 to release the king from his 
oath. The pope's reply is unknown, but it was probably in the affirmative, 
as there is evidence that Alfonso X issued a moneda nuei,a. within the year. 34 

The king meanwhile asked the cortes for a subsidy to meet the peril 
of invasion, but his incessant demands for money tried the patience of the 
towns of Castile, Lc6n, and Extremadura, who while not refusing h~ 
protested that they were being reduced to poverty and starvation. When 
they complained about the far-reaching effort to collect unpaid fines and 
taxes dating back to 1261, he agreed to exempt them from other tributes in 
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rcrum for an annual servicio payable for the rest of his life. This would 
amount to a monedii of five and one-third mami,edis, payable in the coinage 
of 1252 by every person with taxable income. No future king would be 
entitled to this "as a matter of right or custom." 35 Despite his obvious 
need for funds, before the year was out the king granted exemptions from 
this tax to the urban knights. 36 By consenting to a fixed annual revenue, 
the towns relieved themselves of other current tributes and seemingly cur
tailed the necessity for convoking the cortcs regularly, but events proved 
otherwise. 

News of an imminent invasion by the Moroccans probably prompted 
several Asturian towns, following the cortes, to form an hemuuulad at 
La Espina. Expressing their loyalty to the king, each town promised to 
send two good men to an annual assembly there, "to do those things that 
we understand will be to the service of the king our lord and at his com
mand and to our benefit." 37 

The Second Invasion of the Benimerines, 1277 

As expected, not long after the cortes dispersed. the Benimerines again 
invaded the peninsula, landing at Tarifa in June. Joined by the Banii Ash
qiliila, they routed the Castilians near Seville on 3 August, attacked Jerez, 
and seized Rota, Sanlucar, Galiana, and Puerto de Santa Marfa. Toward 
the end of October Abu Yusuf, accompanied by Muhammad II of Gra
nada, attacked C6rdoba and plundered around Porcuna, Arjona, and Jacn. 
According to lbn Abi Zar', Alfonso X, who had remained on the defensive, 
avoiding any direct confrontation, sued for peace and a truce was con
cluded on 24 February 1278. Quite likely, as C11ntig11 235 suggests, an acute 
recurrence of his malady prevented the king from engaging the enemy. 38 

The Flight of Queen Violante 

While trying to hold off the Benimerincs and hoping that the French 
would not take advantage of the situation, Alfonso X suffered a grievous 
personal blow. In January 1278, Queen Violante, accompanied by her 
daughter-in-law Blanche and the two Infantes de la Cerda, left Castile and 
journeyed to Arag6n, where they were welcomed by Violante's brother, 
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King Pedro III (1276-1285). Alfonso X was greatly distressed and vainly 
tried to intercept the travelers. 39 

Historians usually have assumed that Violante took the initiative in 
this matter because she preferred the succession of her grandson Alfonso 
de la Cerda to that of her son Sancho. She supposedly feared that Sancho 
might harm the Infantes de la Cerda, who threatened his position. On the 
contrary, the evidence suggests that Sancho and his mother were on rea
sonably good terms. One may suppose that, faced with the choice between 
her son and her grandson, she would prefer Sancho as heir to the throne. 
Her previous service to her husband in dealing with the rebellious nobility 
indicates that she was a woman of some political wisdom and diplomatic 
skill who was aware of the complications of the situation. 

Violante's flight seems to have been prompted not so much by her 
fear for the lives of the Infantes de la Cerda as by the breakdown of her 
marriage. According to Aragoncsc sources, because "King Alfonso of Cas
tile did not treat his wife the queen with royal and proper honor," her 
brother Pedro III entered Castile with troops and escorted her to his king
dom. 40 It would seem that Alfonso X, now apparently suffering from a 
cancerous growth in his head, was becoming increasingly irritable and so 
estranged his wife that she rcrumed to her native Arag6n, where she re
mained for about a year and a half. This event was another sign that the 
king's illness was having an untoward effect on his behavior and his re
lations with the closest members of his family. 

While Violante had a very personal reason for leaving Castile at this 
time, her daughter-in-law Blanche wished to rcrum to France with her 
sons. Her brother Philip III urged Alfonso X to allow her to do so, but he 
adamantly refused, because he realized that so long as the Infantes were in 
his kingdom he could control them. Thus Blanche may have enlisted Vio
lante's support in making her escape to Arag6n with the two boys. Blanche 
probably did not remain there long but continued on to France, leaving 
her sons in Pedro Ill's care. 41 

When Alfonso X inquired as to Pedro Ill's role in this affair, he ex
cused himself of any responsibility for Violante's flight but emphasized 
that he could not deny a welcome to anyone. He was convinced that Vio
lante did not intend to displease her husband and would be anxious to 
return to his favor. As she was saddened by the deaths of her eldest son 
and her brother Archbishop Sancho II of Toledo, the king of Arag6n 
asked Alfonso X to allow her grandchildren to remain with her.42 
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Violante's flight and the fate of the Infantcs de la Cerda was the sub
ject of several letters written by Pedro III in March 1278, although the 
language is vague. Violante seems to have acted as intermediary between 
her son and her brother. Recognizing that the Infantcs could be used 
against him whether they remained in Arag6n or were taken to France, 
Sancho was anxious to secure their return to Castile, or if that were not 
possible, to have Pedro Ill's assurances that they would remain securely in 
Aragonesc custody. Sancho also probably hoped to persuade his mother 
to return, not only for the sake of appearances, but also to assist in dealing 
with a king who was becoming increasingly erratic. Although Sancho sug
gested a meeting, Pedro III, while emphasizing his continuing friendship, 
was unable to find time. Thus the resolution of this affair was effectively 
put on hold. •3 

The Cortes of Segovia, 1278 

Sancho's concern about his father's ability to govern was given new em
phasis by the king's latest bout of sickness, marked by a general fever, at 
Valladolid in April 1278. Though on the verge of death according to Can
tiga 235, he recovered on Easter Sunday (17 April) through the intercession 
of the Virgin Mary." In light of his continuing ill health and the imminent 
threat of death, he decided to take measures to ensure the stability of his 
kingdom. 

The king summoned the cortes to Segovia in May 1278 to confer even 
greater responsibility on Infante Sancho, who had been acknowledged as 
his heir in the cortcs of Burgos two years before. 45 Alfonso X seems not 
only to have confirmed his earlier commitment to his son, but also to have 
enlarged his governmental role, as Sancho's tutor Fray Juan Gil de Zamora 
implied when he stated that many kings had ruled Spain "until King Al
fonso, elected king of the Romans, and his son the illustrious Sancho, who 
began to reign together (corregnare) with him in the year of the Lord 
1278." The king's statement in November 1282 that he had given Sancho 
"greater power than any king's son had in his father's lifetime" seems to 
confirm this. By designating Sancho as co-ruler, though not giving him 
the royal title, the king delegated some of his cares and hoped to guard 
against any challenge to Sancho's eventual accession. Moreover, as Sancho 
attained the age of twenty in May he had reached his majority, according 
to the original version of the Partidas (2,15,3), and if his father should die 
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was fully capable of reigning without a regency. Any hope that the king 
would respond positively to French demands that he acknowledge his 
grandson as heir now seemed to have been dashed for good. Later in the 
year, the king required the town of Santo Domingo de Silos to send two 
good men "with letters of procuration" to do that homage to Sancho 
"my eldest son and heir" that "you and all the others of my realm have to 
pay him." 46 

Pope Nicholas III meanwhile reswned efforts to resolve the Franco
Castilian conflict and persuaded Philip III to postpone the muster of his 
forces, but he failed to bring the parties together, partly because of Al
fonso X's intransigencc. 47 Exasperated, Nicholas III decided to confront 
the king concerning accumulated complaints of his oppression of the 
church. That dispute is recounted in Chapter 4. 48 

The Siege of Algeciras, 1278-1279 

At the moment Alfonso X's principal aim was to besiege Algeciras in order 
to impede further Moroccan invasions. The Benimerines now had a per
manent foothold in Spain, because the Banu Ashqilula had ceded both 
Malaga and Algeciras to them in the spring of 1278. Mubammad II of 
Granada was so frightened by this turn of events that he proposed an 
alliance with Castile to expel the intruders. Breaking the truce, Alfonso X 
sent a fleet of eighty galleys and twenty-four ships commanded by the 
admiral, Pedro Martinez de Fe, to blockade Algeciras in August 1278. In 
the following February the king dispatched his third son Pedro with an 
army to complete the siege. The allies also aroused hostility to the Beni
merincs in Morocco, but the king of Granada soon concluded that the 
shifting balance of power required him to repudiate his alliance with Cas
tile. That done, he sent twelve ships to join the Benimerines in an assault 
on the Castilians besieging Algeciras. 49 

In the meantime, the difficulty of paying his troops and keeping them 
supplied caused Alfonso X to exploit every source of income. Pope Nicho
las III agreed that he could use the tenth of ecclesiastical revenues intended 
for the defense of the Holy Land. 50 As the Council of Lyons in 1274 had 
insisted that kings enforce the canons against usury, the king imposed fines 
on Christians who lent money at interest, receiving pledges of 10,000 ma

rapedfs from Alba de Tonnes and 60,000 from Burgos. 51 With the king's 
prior approval Burgos contracted with the tax farmer Yusuf Pimintiella, 
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promising to pay six senicios in five years, in lieu of outstanding taxes and 
fines.s2 

The Return of Queen Violante 

Meanwhile, Sancho was trying to reconcile his parents and persuaded his 
father to restore Violante "to that honor and good estate" that she had 
before her exile. Blanche and her brother the French king were concerned 
that Violante would take the Infantcs de la Cerda with her to Castile, but 
Pedro Ill affirmed that he would watch out for them. When Philip III 
demanded to sec the Infantes, the king of Arag6it, citing the diffirultics of 
a journey in winter, postponed a visit. Negotiations between Castile and 
Arag6n concerning Violante's return, the fate of the Inf antes, and the pos
sibility of aid against the Benimerines continued through the early months 
of 1279, and were likely discussed when Pedro III and Sancho met briefly 
at Agreda in March. 53 Emphasizing the importance of keeping the Infan
tcs in Spain, Pedro III suggested that they be settled on Castilian lands 
near the Aragoncsc frontier so that he could defend them. With that in 
mind, he proposed a meeting with Philip III in August. Pope Nicho
las III, concerned about the relief of the Holy Land, also encouraged the 
resolution of these issues. 54 

As Violante needed money to pay the expenses of her stay in Arag6n 
and to facilitate her return to Castile, she appealed to Sancho, who sent 
her tax moneys collected by Zag de la Maleha and destined for the troops 
besieging Algeciras. As she made her way toward the frontier, she asked 
Pedro III to allow her grandsons to accompany her, but he refused 
without specifying his reasons. She then returned to Castile, probably in 
July 1279.55 

As for the Infantes, Pedro III and Sancho probably discussed their 
fate at a meeting scheduled for 14 September between Requena and Bufiol 
on the Valencian frontier. Citing the pressure of that meeting, the king of 
Arag6n failed to meet Philip III in August but promised to keep him 
informed. As Pedro III and Sancho did not reach agreement they planned 
to meet again, but other comminnents resulted in further postpone
ments. 56 The whereabouts of the Infantes de la C:Crda throughout this 
period is unknown, other than that they were somewhere in Arag6n. 
Probably after Violante's departure, Pedro III sequestered them in the 
castle of J ativa, where they remained as a guarantee of his own security 
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against both Castile and France, while he embarked on the great adventure 
of the Sicilian Vespers. 

The Failure of the Siege of Algeciras 

Violante's return coincided with the unfortunate end of the siege of Al
gcciras. The king pardoned her for having gone to Arag6n, but he must 
have been angry with Sancho, who had diverted to her money intended 
for the siege. Forced to borrow from merchants at Seville, the king's re
sources were still insufficient to maintain the blockade. Even though the 
defenders were on the verge of starvation, the Castilians were so terribly 
weakened by illness and hunger that they could not take the town. When 
Abu Yusuf's envoys, sent on the prctcn of offering a settlement, perceived 
the reality of the Castilian situation, they encouraged an attack. 57 

A fleet of seventy-two ships commanded by the emir's son Abu 
Yacqub sailed from Tangier for Gibraltar on 19 July 1279. Exhorted by their 
imams and ready to die, they shouted, "Paradise, Paradise," and routed a 
Castilian fleet of 400 ships two days later, capturing the admiral, Pedro 
Martlncz de Fe. The troops besieging Algcciras were easily driven off, 
enabling the Benimerincs to enter in triumph in August. When Abu 
Yacqub demanded that Mubammad II give up Malaga which he had re
covered earlier in the year, he refused to do so. Abu Yacqub then proposed 
joint action with Castile against Granada. 51 

The War Against Granada, 1279- 1281 

The emir, Abu Yusuf, was at first unwilling to make peace with Al
fonso X, but he finally agreed to do so because of the continuing threat of 
opposition in Morocco. Scarred and wounded but without loss of terri
tory, Castile emerged from the crisis and joined the Bcnimerines in an 
attack on the kingdom of Granada. While the Benimerines vainly tried to 
recapture M~aga, Alfonso X, who had fallen ill again, demanded that 
Muhammad II renew the payment of tribute and ordered Sancho to in
vade Granada in June 1280. Alfonso X's illness now focused in his eye 
which he nearly lost; apparently the cancer afflicted him to the extent of 
forcing his eye out of its socket. For two weeks the Castilians and their 
allies the Banu Ashqlliila vainly besieged Granada. As they withdrew, the 

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



250 Chapter 1s 

knights of the Order of Santiago were badly beaten by the enemy at 
Moclfn on 23 June. The death of the master of Santiago and many of his 
knights left the future of the Order in doubt, but the king now merged it 
with the Order of Santa Maria de Espana. 59 

Although the king was pleased that Sancho was able to regroup the 
Castilian forces and to ravage the Granadan countryside, he was still angry 
because Sancho had sent Queen Violante funds earmarked for the siege of 
Algeciras. When the campaign was concluded, the king decided to impress 
Sancho with the depth of his displeasure by arresting all the Jewish tax 
collectors and executing Zag de la Maleha, who had given Sancho the 
money, in September 1280. Although Sancho thought to intervene, his 
advisers warned him not to challenge his father. Later in the year the king 
replenished his treasury, at least temporarily, by arbitrarily arresting all 
the Jews in the kingdom, who were compelled to pay a huge ransom of 
12,000 ma.mvedis a day.60 Actions of this sort eroded the people's confi
dence in their sovereign and caused them to look to the heir apparent to 
protect them against impoverishment. 

The Interview at Bayonne 

During the siege of Algeciras, Alfonso X, urged on by Pope Nicholas III, 
was also attempting to resolve the controversy with France. Fearful per
haps that the pope, who had denounced him as an oppressor of the 
church, might employ ecclesiastical censures against him, the king was 
now willing to accommodate French wishes.61 Suggesting a meeting near 
Bayonne at Michaelmas, Alfonso X, a Ghibelline of long-standing, now 
asked Charles of Salemo, the son of Charles of Anjou and the symbol of 
Guelf power, to mediate. Philip III invited the king of England to be 
present, but he declined, no doubt annoyed that Alfonso X "thought that 
we were idle and asleep." Charles of Salemo persuaded the rival monarchs 
to agree to a truce until Michaelmas 1281.62 

The long-awaited meeting between Alfonso X and Philip III took 
place just before Christmas 1280. For a week Charles of Salemo tried to 
bring them to agreement. Taking into account Nicholas Ill's desire for a 
crusade to liberate the Holy Land, Alfonso X hoped to convince the kings 
of France and England to join him in an invasion of Morocco, thinking 
that they could "conquer the Holy Land from there." As an inducement 
to Philip III, he offered to give Alfonso de la Cerda the kingdom of Jacn 
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to hold in vassalage of Castile. When Sancho learned of this, he was quite 
irritated. Annoyed in tum, his father declared that while he was alive he 
was king and lord of all and did not have to explain why he gave anything 
to anyone. Philip III also spurned this proposal, insisting that his nephew 
was entitled to inherit the entire kingdom of Castile-Le6n. With that the 
negotiations collapsed. 63 

Alfonso X's policies had undergone significant change since his return 
from Beaucaire at the end of 1275. Then threatened by the Bcnimerines, he 
was now allied with them against Granada. Initially acknowledging In
fante Sancho as his heir, he was now planning to alter that commitment 
in order to come to a settlement with France. The presages for the future 
were not good and in the last years of his life everything unraveled. 
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As time passed, Alfonso X's ill health became ever more evident, and to 
many it seemed that he was no longer competent to rule. Although he had 
given Sancho great responsibilities, the king was adamant in maintaining 
the fullness of his authority. As Sancho matured and became more confi
dent, he realized that he would have to look to the future and defend his 
own interests. The growing divergence of attitudes and policies between 
father and son eventually resulted in a grave rupture that sadly left the king 
with only the appearances of power. 1 

The Empire Once Again 

Disappointed and angered by the failure of his interview at Bayonne with 
its potential for a rapprochement with France and the papacy, Alfonso X, 
in one of those shifts of policy that Ayala Martinez noted, showed himself 
a Ghibelline once again. 2 Not only did he resurrect his imperial title, but 
in two weddings celebrated at Burgos in February 1281 he also revealed his 
continuing hostility to France and his alliance with the Ghibcllines. The 
marriage of his third son Pedro to a sister of the viscount of Narbonne 
was directed against France, while the marriage of his fourth son Juan to 
a daughter of William of Montferrat cemented his alliance with the Ghi
bcllines. Entitling himsclf "dei gratia Romanorurn rex scmpcr augustus," 
Alfonso X gave a tangible sign of his ambitions by sending a substantial 
sum of money and 300 knights and 100 archers to serve the marquess for 
a year.3 Thinking that the funds and the troops could be better used 
against the Benimerines or even the French, Sancho was much annoyed. 
In fact, this was Alfonso X's last defiant gesture in def ensc of his claims to 
the Holy Roman Empire.• 

Both Alfonso X and Sancho also tried to draw closer to Pedro III, 
now the leading Hispanic aspirant to the Ghibelline inheritance in Sicily. 
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An alliance with the Aragoncsc king who had custody of the Infantcs de 
la Cerda would enable Castile to resist the French more successfully and 
to safeguard the integrity of Sancho's inheritance. Realizing that the In
fantes were a trump card that he could use to keep both Castile and France 
in line, the king of Arag6n evaded Philip Hrs demand that the boys be 
sent to France. Not only was Pedro III concerned about the French pres
ence in Navarre and encroachment along the Pyrenees frontier, but he was 
also anxious to protect his kingdom while he embarked on the Sicilian 
enterprise. Nevertheless, his hope of resolving these issues in a meeting 
with the French king at Toulouse in January 1281 was unfulfilled. 5 

The Peace of Campillo-Agreda, 1281 

On his return, Pedro III met both Alfonso X and Sancho at Campillo on 
the frontier between Agreda and Tarazona. 6 The two kings reached sev
eral accords, all dated 27 March. In the first they suspended and pardoned 
all previous quarrels. Although they also pledged mutual aid against all 
enemies, in a separate instrument they excluded the Saracens, because 
Pedro III, obviously eying Sicily, could not commit himself to a conflict 
against Granada or the Benimerines. Both rulers agreed to undertake the 
joint conquest of Navarre. Alfonso X also promised to transfer to Pedro III 
the valley of Ayora, lying between Valencia and Murcia, and several adja
cent castles. 7 The Aragoncsc king in tum recognized Castilian rights to the 
castle of Albarracin, which Lope Diaz de Haro and Juan Nunez de Lara, 
the chief supporter of the Infantcs de la Cerda and an ally of Philip III, 
had been using since 1279 as a base for raiding the frontiers of Castile and 
Arag6n. 8 

On the very next day, 28 March, Pedro III and Sancho, conferring 
privately at Agreda, altered these accords in fundamental ways. Besides 
signing a pact of friendship and alliance, Sancho agreed to surrender the 
valley of Ayora and the nearby castles. However, he also made important 
territorial concessions, promising that once he became king he would sur
render Requena on the Valencian frontier as well as Albarracin, even 
though Pedro III had already admitted that it belonged to Castile. Of the 
utmost significance was Sancho's cession of all claims to Navarre and his 
promise to aid the king of Arag6n in conquering it. 9 

The peace of Campillo-Agreda revealed to everyone that Alfonso X's 
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decisions were subject to immediate revision and cancellation by his son 
and heir and that Pedro III was now in the ascendant in peninsular affairs. 
Ayala Martinez put it bluntly: "Neither the Castilian heir nor the Arago
ncse monarch wished to take Alfonso X into account at all." 10 Although 
the valley of Ayora was surrendered to Arag6n as promised, the other 
accords remained in the realm of expectation rather than reality. But that 
was not the point. Pedro III was not interested in the conquest of Navarre, 
and it was not likely that Alfonso X would attempt it. What the peace of 
Campillo-Agreda did was to give the appearance of solidarity between 
Castile and Arag6n against creeping French influence and ambition south 
of the Pyrenees. In all this Pedro III had the upper hand because he held 
the Infantes de la Cerda, whom Alfonso X, Sancho, and Philip III, each 
for different reasons wished to have in his power. 

Not long after demonstrating his support of the Ghibelline Pedro III, 
the king of Castile changed course, listening again to Edward rs offer to 
mediate with France, and planning an alliance with the Guelf interest. 
Alfonso X proposed two marriages: his daughter Berenguela, then twenty
eight, would marry Philip of C:Ourtenay, son of the last Latin Emperor 
of C:Onstantinople; Sancho, heir to the throne, would wed a daughter of 
Charles of Anjou. When he learned of this, Pedro III objected that, al
though it was time for Sancho to marry so as to guarantee the succession, 
and for Berenguela too, "considering her age and condition," the Ange
vins and the C:Ourtenays were the enemies of both Arag6n and Castile. He 
demanded assurances that these unions would not prejudice the pact of 
Campillo. By flirting with a Guelf alliance, Alfonso X in some roundabout 
way apparently hoped to keep his imperial expectations alive, but he irri
tated both Pedro III and Sancho and the idea was dropped. The whole 
affair emphasized that the king of Castile was becoming increasingly mar
ginalized, as his son, favored by Pedro III, assumed real authority. 11 

Pedro III displayed his diplomatic agility by keeping all parties in 
a state of uncertainty. Not only did he excuse himself from attending a 
meeting with the Castilian and English monarchs, but he also informed 
Philip III that nothing positive concerning French interests had come 
from the meeting at Campillo; he did say that he found Alfonso X to be 
of"sound intellect and happy heart." 12 Further, he explained to Pope Mar
tin IV (who urged Philip III to extend the truce with Castile for ten years), 
that he thought it unwise to send the Infantes de la Cerda to France until 
an agreement between the antagonists was reached. In order to consoli-
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date peninsular unity against France and to assure Arag6n against Muslim 
attack, Pedro III formed an alliance with King Dinis of Portugal and con
cluded a five-year truce with Granada. He was now ready to set out on his 
Sicilian adventure. 13 

The War Against Granada, 1281 

From Campillo Alfonso X made his way to the frontier where he deter
mined to wage unremitting war against Muhammad II of Granada, whose 
double-dealing during the siege of Algeciras he strongly resented. Accom
panied by his sons, the Castilian ruler entered the lowlands of Granada 
and advanced toward the city. After Sancho and Pedro routed a Moorish 
band before the walls of Granada on 25 June, Muhammad II offered to 
negotiate, promising a third of his revenues in tribute. Alfonso X coun
tered with a demand for the swrender of all the fortresses in the kingdom 
of Granada, but as one might expect, Muhammad II rejected it. Returning 
to C6rdoba at the beginning of July, the Castilian monarch left Sancho to 
continue the campaign. 14 

In the weeks thereafter (or perhaps in the summer or fall of 1280), 

Alfonso X, according to Cantigas 366 and 367, suffered a recurrence of his 
illness at Seville. After inflicting great injury on the Moors, C1mtig11 366 

tells us that he returned to Seville, where he was "very sick." Following a 
brief respite, according to Cantig11 367, he made a pilgrimage to Puerto 
de Santa Marfa "in a time of very great war." Resolute in his desire to 
develop that naval base for which he had such great expectations, he not 
only recounted the wonders worked there by the Virgin Mary, but also 
granted a settlement charter in December 1281. In the course of his journey 
his legs turned red and swelled so badly that they could not fit into his 
boots, and a yellow fluid oozed from his veins. Although no one expected 
him to recover, the Virgin Mary relieved his distress once again. This inci
dent must have impressed on his family and courtiers that the king was 
every day becoming less capable of carrying out his duties, though he seems 
to have been unyielding in his determination to retain his authority. 15 

During the summer campaign the towns of Castile and Le6n, dis
tressed at the likelihood of being asked to pay new taxes to continue the 
war, begged Sancho to inform his father of"the state of the kingdom and 
that the men were very poor and the tributes great." The king responded 

Digitized by Google Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



256 Chapter 16 

by ordering Sancho to consult his brothers, the prelates, magnates, and 
good men and to come to some agreement concerning "the state of the 
realm." Alfonso X promised to accept whatever they proposed, provided 
that he received his legal tributes fully. Meeting probably at OSrdoba in 
August, this expanded council drafted a written proposal whose ten has 
not come down to us, but it must certainly have dealt with the question 
of raising money, and may have embodied the plan later put before the 
cortes. Summoned to the cortes in Seville for Martinmas (11 November), 
each of the greater cities was asked to send four knights and six good men, 
and the lesser towns two knights, two good men, and four taxpayers, all 
with "complete procurations granting all that would be resolved." 

Infante Juan urged the city fathers of Burgos to send representatives 
to consent to the proposal, but as he did not tell them what it was, they 
were being asked to accept in advance a plan that would be presented in 
the cortes. If they failed to respond, he commented, that would be a sign 
that they did not cherish the well-being of the realm and Sancho would 
be offended and would not again speak to the king on their behalf. Bishop 
Suero of Cadiz also wrote to Burgos and it seems likely that similar letters 
were dispatched to other cities. 16 The need for such letters illustrates quite 
clearly the distrust with which the towns now viewed the king. The notion 
that they might not respond to his summons and the need for explanatory 
messages suggest that his credit with them was wholly exhausted. 

The Cortes of Seville, 1281 

The cortes of Seville was a plenary assembly, perhaps one of the largest of 
the Middle Ages. The representation of the towns was especially full, as 
Alfonso X himself suggested in C11ntiga 386. Returning from an incursion 
into the plain of Granada, he decided to assemble a "very great court": 

He came at once to Seville 
where he caused his cortes to assemble, and from Toledo 
as far as Santiago and beyond Arnedo 
there was no one who did not come 
in order not to incur his wrath. 

Twice the poet emphasized the multitude of those present, the men from 
Toledo to Santiago and from beyond Arnedo, and, in another line, from 
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Tuy to Ocana. The summons, issued both orally and in writing, could not 
be ignored, lest one fall into disfavor. 17 

The king presented a proposal which may have been essentially the 
same as the one prepared by Sancho and his collaborators. Emphasizing 
the financial pressures of the war against Granada, the king pointed out 
that his revenues were greatly diminished because of the debasement of 
the coinage in his father's time, the expenses of the conquest of Murcia, 
and the defense of the realm against Moroccan invasion. Rather than im
pose a new tribute, he proposed coining two moneys, one of copper and 
one of silver, so that merchandise could circulate freely and the people 
would have sufficient money for their necessities, and one might add, for 
their taxes. The cones responded, "more out of fear than love," that he 
should do what he thought best. Believing that all was well, the king made 
a fatal mistake when he revealed to his council and to Sancho that he 
intended to resume negotiations with France and the papacy concerning 
the future of his grandson, on whom he wished to devise the kingdom of 
Jacn in vassalage to Castile. That was unacceptable to France as too little, 
and to Sancho as too much. Insisting that unity must be preserved, Sancho 
objected strenuously to any diminution of the realm and exchanged harsh 
words with his father, who threatened to disinherit him. 18 

Sancho's arguments in defense of his rights as heir to an undivided 
monarchy were probably much the same as those that he set down many 
years later in a book of counsels directed to his own son. Reflecting that 
his older brother had died in accordance with God's will, Sancho remarked 
that a king ought to love his oldest son and heir before all others. In other 
words, Alfonso X had the obligation to give preference to Sancho, who 
became his heir after Fernando's death. Comparing the head of the human 
body to the king and his heir, Sancho emphasized that greater care should 
be given to the protection of the heir than to the younger sons, who were 
comparable to the arms. If the arms were lost the body would live, but not 
so if the head were cut off. The king ought to do nothing to "cause injury, 
destruction or abasement to his heir"; he "ought not to give fortresses to 
[his] sons so that injury will come to the eldest son." As the partition of 
the realm resulted only in discord and war, Sancho concluded that the king 
ought not "to diminish his realm nor divide it among his sons . . . nor 
ought he to alienate nor unwisely divide the goods of his kingdom." 19 

The aggrieved townsmen, fearing the negative reaction of their con
stituents, did not wish to consent to the proposal concerning the coin
age, but they dared not speak their minds. Sancho, however, advised them 
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to consent and assured them that he would defend them against his fath
er's violation of their fueros. Ballesteros objected that the chronicle's ac
count of the cortes was biased in favor of Sancho, and that in fact, as 
Ointiga 386 suggested, the relations between the king and the procurators 
were good. 20 

Cantiga 386 related that those in attendance responded very well, 
cursing anyone who disobeyed the king and acknowledging that they 
would not have to fear "inquests of deceit" which angered everyone. Ex
pressing his satisfaction, the king granted their petitions, provided that 
they were proper for "it is a strange thing for one to demand something 
improper from his lord." While charters were being drawn up, the king 
invited the assembly to a banquet and through the wondrous intercession 
of the Virgin Mary an abundance of fish sufficient to feed everyone was 
provided. Although Cantiga 386 presents a picture of harmony, the refer
ence to "inquests of deceit" suggests an clement of tension. The king made 
a proposal which the cortes accepted, but I think he made a concession; 
that is, he promised not to continue using the inquest to pursue delin
quent taxpayers. Nevertheless, trouble was in the making, as the towns, 
disgruntled by the king's behavior, soon opted to follow Sancho's lead into 
full-scale rebcllion. 2 1 

The Beginning of the Uprising 

After leaving the cortes, Sancho went to CA:>rdoba with the king's author
ization to arrange a truce with Granada. There too Sancho's brothers Pe
dro and Juan pledged to stand with him. Alfonso X later accused Sancho 
of conspiring with various persons, namely Juan Gonzalez, master of 
Calatrava; Pedro Nuficz, master of Santiago, formerly master of the king's 
own creation, the Order of Santa Marfa de Espana; the prior of the Hos
pital, the commander of the Temple; and others. These men, who had 
never manifested disloyalty before, must have come to the conclusion that 
the king was no longer capable of ruling. Although Sancho arranged for the 
king of Granada to renew his vassalage, Alfonso X denounced his son as a 
"false traitor," who entered an alliance with the Moor and took the tribute 
money for himself. The king also accused Sancho of asking the chancery 
for blank charters so that he could conduct further business, but that was 
not unusual nor was it a conspiratorial act. 22 

Alfonso X invited his son to return to Seville to counsel him concern-
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ing a feared invasion from Morocco and to restore unity and tranquility 
among the people, "because we have known that many of them were ag
grieved by us." Ignoring these pleas, Sancho set out for Castile and Lc6n 
ostensibly to pacify the country. On the contrary, declared the king, he 
went to rouse the people, saying "that we have violated their .fum,s, liber
ties, and good customs, and destroyed the land with different tributes." 
Sancho, on the other hand, promised to restore the traditional laws and 
customs. 23 

In fact, determined to oppose any partition of the realm, Sancho sent 
his brother Juan to urge the Lconcsc towns to join him. Sancho personally 
received the backing of C6rdoba and other Andalusian towns and 

sent his letters to all the towns, all the prelates, and all others under the king's 
dominion, informing them that he intended to challenge the king on their 
behalf, asking his favor not to kill them, nor to overburden them with taxes, 
nor to deprive them of their fueros, as he had until now, and he ordered them 
all to come to Valladolid in the month of April. 

He also invited Lope Diaz de Haro, lord of Vizcaya, and other exiled 
magnates to attend, promising to restore their estates and their stipends. 
Both King Dinis of Portugal and Pedro III of Arag6n pledged their sup
port. As he travelled northwards in February and March 1282, Sancho con
firmed the municipal .fum,s, emphasizing that he was acting with the 
counsel of his brothers Pedro and Juan, bishops, magnates, masters of the 
military orders, and good men of the towns. He also gave honorable burial 
to the remains of his uncle, Fadrique, a victim of Alfonso X's wrath five 
years before. 24 

In his denunciation of his son, Alfonso X confirmed the chronicle's 
account of Sancho's movements and added other details. In order to stir 
up the people, Sancho said "many ugly words," or so the king charged, 
for example: "the king is mad and a leper, and also a liar and a perjurer in 
many things, killing men without reason, as he did to Don Fadrique and 
Don Sim6n." Not only that, but Sancho usurped the government, replac
ing royal officials, seizing royal treasure in Toledo and elsewhere, and con
fiscating estates of royal servants. 25 While Cantiga 36i s description of 
yellow fluid oozing from the ailing king's veins was the likely basis for the 
diagnosis of leprosy, the intemperate outbursts resulting in Fadrique's exe
cution and the alienation of Queen Violante were probably taken as signs 
of the king's madness. 

Alarmed by his son's behavior, Alfonso X proposed a meeting at To-
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ledo or Villarreal or another place of Sancho's choosing. He was invited 
to come "with the great men of our realms and with all those whom he 
wishes or who might seem useful and to the purpose, to assist the good 
government of the state." The king affirmed that he was ready, according 
as Sancho, "the prelates, barons, and other good men" should dictate, to 
repair any grievance, to amend whatever needed amendment, and to re
store peace and tranquility. Sancho rebuffed his father, however, and "sent 
his letters and messengers throughout our dominions to convoke to Val
ladolid the prelates . . . nobles, knights, cities and towns." The king of 
Arag6n offered to mediate, but because Alfonso X changed his plans and 
also because of Pedro Ill's own intention to invade Sicily, he was unable 
to do so.26 

In April 1282, according to Sancho, "all the men of Castile and Le6n" 
came to Valladolid "to the cortes that I held there." In outward appearance 
the assembly resembled the cortes, but it lacked an essential legal charac
teristic: it was neither convoked nor attended by Alfonso X. The cortes 
was the king's court, not anyone else's. For that very reason, Alfonso X 
scoffed at this celebration of" cortes genemles, if indeed one can give it that 
name." 27 Aside from that legal quibble, the assembly appears to have been 
a plenary one, including most of those who ordinarily attended the cortcs. 
Queen Violante and Infantes Manuel, Pedro, Juan, and Jaime represented 
the royal family. There were bishops, abbots, masters of the military Or
ders of Calatrava and Santiago, procurators of various cathedral chapters, 
magnates, knights, and townsmen. Six Lconesc bishops, two Castilians, 
and fifty-seven abbots of Benedictine, Cistercian, and Premonstratcnsian 
monasteries were identified by name. Conspicuous by their absence were 
the archbishops of Toledo and Seville who remained loyal to Alfonso X 
and the archbishop of Compostela who, because of earlier conflicts with 
the king, was in exile. This assembly was perhaps as large as any ever 
convened by the king. 

The main business of the assembly was to consider Alfonso X's future. 
The magnates and other men of the realm, according to the chronicle, 
agreed that Sancho should be made king and given full power, but he was 
unwilling to assume the royal title during his father's lifetime. Ballesteros 
believed that exactly the reverse was true, that Sancho wanted the title, but 
the assembly was not ready to give it. Infante Manuel proposed that the 
administration of justice, the collection of taxes and control of royal for
tresses should be entrusted to Sancho, leaving Alfonso X with the empty 
title of king. In effect, Sancho, then twenty-four years of age, would be
come a sort of regent or guardian of the realm until his father's death. 
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Sancho amply rewarded his uncle for his service on this occasion. 28 Al
fonso X later complained bitterly that "without being cited, nor warned, 
nor without having given a confession, nor having been convicted," sen
tence was rendered against him "not by any judge, but by our enemies and 
rebels," depriving him of the right to administer justice, to have custody 
of fortresses, and to collect the revenues pertaining to the crown. All this 
was accomplished by means of bribes and thrcats. 29 

Other wiblcsscs testified that the degradation of the king was not 
achieved with the ubllost harmony. In a formal protest drawn up on 
21 April, Bishops Fernando of Burgos and Juan of Palencia stated that 
they were summoned to Sancho's curia along with other ecclesiastics. In
fantes Pedro and Juan, with other barons and knights, suddenly entered 
the bishops' lodgings, demanding that they come at once to the palace 
where Sancho was meeting with barons, knights, and citizens. The as
sembly was expected to render judgment against the king and to transfer 
to Sancho authority to dispense justice, to hold cities, towns, and castles, 
and to collect revenues. The two bishops demurred, saying that these were 
weighty matters requiring careful deliberation; they had not been sum
moned for this purpose and knew nothing of it until this moment. Bullied 
and threatened by the nobles, the bishops went to the palace, where be
hind closed doors they found Sancho and various prelates, barons, and 
knights. The judgment against the king was read out, the doors were 
opened, and the bishops left. Once free, they published a protest and de
clared their refusal to accept the judgment, to which they had given nei
ther counsel nor consent. Refusing to recognize the deposition of the 
king, they also objected that many abbots were entering associations with 
the laity, to the prejudice of ecclesiastical liberties. 30 

Sancho meanwhile confirmed the liberties and privileges of towns, 31 

bishoprics, 32 and monasteries, 33 but according to the chronicle he also 
granted away royal revenues to his brothers and other supporters without 
taking care to provide adequately for his own needs. As a classic example, 
he gave the Order of Calatrava the town of Villarreal which his father had 
established in the midst of the Campo de Calatrava as a visible sign of 
royal authority. 34 Even though moneda forera did not fall due this year, the 
assembly granted it, apparently because Sancho was a new ruler. 35 In re
turn he promised to restore and to maintain for life the sound money that 
had circulated in the time of his grandfather and great-grandfather. 36 The 
assembly's insistence on this pledge is a reflection of the anger aroused by 
Alfonso X's tampering with the coinage. 

With the main business completed, Sancho journeyed to Toledo 
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where in early June he married his cousin Marfa de Molina. His enemies 
subsequently used the impediment of consanguinity to deny the legiti
macy of his children and their rights to the throne. Although Pope Mar
tin IV ordered the couple to separate, they refused to do so. 37 

The Hermandades 

While the assembly of Valladolid was in progress, bishops, abbots, and 
townsmen were forming associations or brotherhoods (hermandiules), as 
the bishops of Burgos and Palencia alleged. Forty Benedictine, Cistercian, 
and Premonstratensian abbots on 2 May concluded a pact promising to 
uphold their liberties, but there were few political overtones to this text. 38 

On the next day the Leoncse bishops, Melendo of Astorga, Suero of 
Zamora (the royal notary for Lc6n), Mufio of Mondofiedo, Fernando of 
Tuy, Gil of Badajoz, and Alfonso of Coria, formed an hemuuuuuJ with 
twenty-five Benedictine, Cistercian, and Prcmonstratensian abbots of Lco
nese monasteries, and the prior of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre 
in Spain. Pledging to defend their liberties, they made explicit their sup
port of"the honor, right, and dominion of Lord Sancho." They also called 
for daily prayers for the "good estate of the reahn" and for Sancho that 
God ''would direct his acts so that he may rule the land in peace and 
concord for the service of God and the utility of the reahn." Agreeing to 
meet every two years, they set a meeting for the next year at Benavente. In 
a post-datum they also stipulated that the bishops, abbots, priors, and 
procurators of cathedral chapters and monasteries should come every year 
on 27 April to the place where "the hemuuuuuJ of the kingdoms of Lc6n 
and Galicia will be celebrated." Thus while they thought to meet separately 
every two years, they were also determined to participate in the annual 
meeting of the general hermandad. 39 

Some days later, perhaps at Valladolid, C6rdoba and six other Anda
lusian towns (Jaen, Baeza, Ubeda, Andujar, Arjona, and San Esteban), 
and three nobles (Gonzalo Ibanez de Aguilar, Sancho Sanchez de Jodar, 
and Sancho Perez de Jodar) concluded an her,n,andad in support of San
cho, and agreed to hold an annual meeting at Andujar two weeks after 
Easter. 40 

With Sancho's consent, the Leonese and Castilians formed separate 
hermandiules in defense of their fueros and liberties. Thirty Castilian towns 
organized an her,n,andad at Burgos on 27 May.41 The Leoncse and Castil-
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ians pledged mutual suppon ~n 8 July at Valladolid and several towns 
explicitly acknowledged Sancho.42 A number of limited associations were 
also arranged there. 43 

The preamble to the Leonese-Castilian htrfflll.nlUUI, of 8 July accused 
Alfonso X of acting contrary to justice and law by reason of executions 
and imprisonments without trial, the imposition of illegal taxes, and the 
violation of fueros. The infantes, prelates, magnates, towns, orders, and 
knights of Le6n and Castile, unwilling to suffer this any longer, joined 
with Sancho for the preservation of their fueros. Though he confirmed 
their privileges, the text is not extant, but some of its terms were specified 
in the Leonese hermandtu/,. 

Following the preamble, the text incorporated the substance of the 
Leonese htrfflll.nlUUI,. The Leonese pledged to guard Sancho's rights and 
to defend their fueros against encroachments by anyone. Those summoned 
to the royal coun would be guaranteed safe conduct and no one would be 
imprisoned or executed "without being heard and judged according to 
law." Appeals to the judgment of the Fuero Juzgo of Le6n were permitted. 
Customs duties would be levied as in the past. The Leonese hermandtu/, 
would assemble each year on I May at a suitable place. Urban representa
tives were guaranteed security during the meeting and for the three weeks 
before and after. As a sign of union, the Leonese adopted a seal showing 
a lion on one side and on the other the mounted figure of Santiago bearing 
a sword in his right hand and a standard in his left with this inscription: 
"Seal of the hermandtu/, of the Kingdoms of Le6n and Galicia." The Cas
tilian hermandtul then promised to assist the Leonese in maintaining their 
rights. Disputes would be resolved by two good men from each place 
meeting annually on I July at a convenient location."" 

The organization of the Leonese and Castilian hermandades marks the 
beginning of the development of those general associations that would 
play such an important role in other times of crisis. The hermandades em
braced all sectors in society, but the emphasis on the defense of municipal 
fueros makes it clear that the towns were the driving force behind the 
movement. As a means of guarding their privileges, annual meetings 
would be held at fixed times, unlike the cortes which depended for its 
existence upon the king's summons. Abuses already committed by Al
fonso X and those that might be committed by Sancho or later kings sug
gested the need for an autonomous association to defend municipal rights. 
Perhaps most significant was the provision that if Sancho were found in 
violation of the law and failed to amend after being admonished, the her-
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ffllUUUIII would take whatever steps were required to uphold the fueros. In 
other words, the right of resistance was expressly affirmed and Sancho 
acknowledged it. 

Alfonso X's Condemnation of Sancho 

Alfonso X meanwhile remained in Seville, whose motto, no me h11 dejlldo, 
records its fidelity to him. Murcia, which he pardoned for its errors, 
agreed to an hemui,uuu/, with Seville in his favor. 45 Abandoned by his 
wife, his sons, his brother, and many of his people, the king turned for 
support to his fellow monarchs, Dinis of Portugal, Pedro III of Arag6n, 
and Edward I of England, but as each offered only excuses, he appealed to 
his erstwhile enemy, Abu Yusuf, the emir of Morocco. 46 Ibn Abi Zar< put 
these words in the mouth of Alfonso X's envoys who came to Marrakcch 
in April 1282: 

0 victorious king, the Christians have violated their oath of fidelity and have 
rebelled against me, together with my son. They say: "he is an old man who 
has lost his judgement and whose reason is disrurbcd." Aid me against them 
and I will go with you to meet them." 

Although it is unlikely that this was an exact rendering of statements made 
by the ambassadors, it probably reflected the widespread opinion that Al
fonso X's illness had adversely affected his personality and his judgment. 

Realizing that dissension in Castile might work to his advantage, Abu 
Yusuf crossed to Algcciras in the late summer of 1282. Near Seville he 
received Alfonso X, "humble and beaten," and loaned him 100,000 gold 
dinars, receiving the Castilian crown in pledge. In Ibn Khaldun's time 
( d. 1406) the crown still rested in the palace in Marrakech and was consid
ered one of the glories of the dynasty. Alfonso X related that he recovered 
his health at that time and could ride and walk and "remained almost four 
months in his [Abu Yusuf's] power with the few forces that we had." 48 

This statement suggests that the deterioration of his health was progress
ing rapidly. The two monarchs concluded an alliance against all enemies 
on 24 October, and Abu Yusuf ratified in advance whatever agreement 
Alfonso X might reach with Philip III of France. After joining the emir in 
besieging C6rdoba where Sancho had established himself in September, 
the king retired to Seville. Abu Y iisuf pillaged as far as Toledo and Madrid, 
and then withdrew to Algcciras. 49 
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Not long after returning to Seville Alfonso X published his will on 
8 November. Following the usual profession of faith, he expressed his de
votion to his advocate the Virgin Mary, to St. Clement on whose feast 
day he was born, to St. Ildefonsc whose name he bore, and to Santiago, 
his defender. He curse~ condcmne~ and disinherited Sancho as a traitor, 
"desiring our death," who tried to dispossess him. "Abandoned by all the 
men of the world from whom we expected comfort and help," the king 
appealed to Philip m, on whose advice he declared that his grandson Al
fonso de la Cerda should inherit the entire realm. In default of the Inf antes 
de la Cerda, he designated Philip III, a grandson of Blanche of Castile, as 
his heir, emphasizing that the union of France and Spain would redound 
to the benefit of Christendom. 50 Repeating his condemnation of the rebel
lion, the king commended his daughter Beatriz, the widow of Afonso III 
of Portugal, who came to share his suffering, and ceded the kingdom of 
Niebla to hcr. 51 

On the next day, a desolate Alfonso X denounced his son's treason in 
scathing language. Accusing Sancho of trying "to seize us impiously and 
wickedly" in Seville, and cursing him as a parricide "worthy of a father's 
malediction," the king deprived him and his descendants of any right to 
the kingdom. 51 

Meanwhile, in order to repel the Bcnimerincs, Sancho obtained an 
aid equivalent to a n,onelUI, form,, promising not to demand it again as a 
matter of right or custom. For the moment, his hopes of quickly forcing 
his father to submit were thwarted, and as the new year dawned, a stale
mate developed. When the king proposed a truce, Sancho, after consulting 
Queen Violante, Infante Manuel, his brothers Pedro and Juan, and other 
magnates and prelates at Burgos in April 1283, was agreeable, but he also 
demanded that Burgos "and other good men of the entire realm" later join 
him at C6rdoba to give their counsel. 53 

In these unsettled circumstances, the hemuuuuules continued to 
function. The her111111UUUl of Lconcsc and Galician bishops, abbots, and 
procurators of churches met at Benavente on 9 May 1283, as agreed in the 
previous year. Pledging loyalty to Sancho and calling for peace, they urged 
him to order his affairs as in the time of his grandfather Fernando III, and 
to surround himself with "trustworthy and honest counsellors who will 
fear God, love justice, hate avarice, an~ putting aside all adulation, will 
endeavor to procure his honor and utility and that of the realm." They 
pleaded with him to preserve churches and monasteries and uphold eccle
siastical liberties. The next meeting of the her111111UUUl was set for the fol-
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Philip III if the Inf antes had no heirs. His frequent reference "to the one 
who will inherit our kingdoms" seems rather odd and conveys a sense of 
uncertainty. Rewarding Infantcs Juan and Jaime for returning to their al
legiance, the king unwisely partitioned his dominions further by assigning 
the kingdoms of Seville and Badajoz to the former and the kingdom of 
Murcia to the latter, to be held in dependence on Castile. He also provided 
for other family members who had remained faithful, namely, Infanta 
Bcrenguela, Queen Beatriz of Portugal, and his illegitimate children Ur
raca Alfonso and Martin Alfonso. After arranging for his burial and the 
payment of his debts, he ordered "the books of the songs of praise of Holy 
Mary" to be sung on her feast days, and bequeathed to his heir the Sete
tuirio "that we made." His principal executors were Infante Juan, Queen 
Beatriz, and Archbishop Rcmondo of Seville.61 

The Reconciliation of Alfonso X and Sancho 

Efforts at reconciliation meanwhile were being pressed from different 
quarters. When the king's sister Leonor, the wife of Edward I, asked 
Pedro III for news, he replied that he was striving to bring peace between 
father and son. 62 In the expectation of restoring harmony, Sancho met 
his brother Juan and various magnates sent by the king at Merida. Then, 
probably in the final two weeks of February, Alfonso X traveled to Con
stantina, about forty kilometers northeast of Seville, while Sancho went 
to Guadalcanal, not too far away. Although they wished to meet, the mag
nates were reluctant to encourage reconciliation and did what they could 
to thwart it, apparently fearful of the consequences for themselves. When 
they informed the king that Sancho refused to meet him he wept, saying 
"Sancho, how dearly does your love cost me!"63 

Despite this opposition, Beatriz of Portugal and Maria de Molina 
acted as intermediaries for their father and husband respectively. The 
chronicle is vague as to the results of their intervention, but the climate 
between the two antagonists must have improved even if a full recon
ciliation was not yet achieved. Jofre de Loaysa remarked that although 
Sancho, "induced to penitence because he was a rebel against his father," 
wished to be reconciled, the king died ''while this was being done." 64 

When the king rerumed to Seville, probably at the end of February, 
Sancho went to Salamanca, where he fell ill and seemed at death's door. 
Mistakenly informed that his son was dead, Alfonso X withdrew alone to 
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lowing year on 26 April. 54 The hermandad of Lc6n and Galicia, meeting 
at Toro in July, seems to have given Sancho a serPicio.55 The Castilian her
mandtul probably met also, but there is no record of it. 

In the spring of 1283 the Benimerines seized several places near Ma
laga and compelled Sancho's ally Muhammad II of Granada to submit on 
9 July. After raiding Talavera in October, Abii Yusuf returned to Morocco 
and did not reappear in Spain until two years later. 56 

Sancho's situation continued to worsen as disaffection within the 
royal family became manifest. Apparently because of disloyalty, he expelled 
his aunt Infanta Berengucla, lady of Las Huclgas de Burgos, prompting 
the city to appeal to Pedro III who advised his nephew to be prudent. In 
the hope of gaining greater rewards, Infantes Juan and Jaime returned to 
their father's side, and their brother Pedro was about to do so when he 
died on 19 Octobcr. 57 Adding to Sancho's woes, Pope Martin IV con
demned his activities as treasonable and imposed sentences of excommu
nication and interdict on the kingdom until the people renewed their 
allegiance to the king. 58 Now more willing to come to terms, Sancho sum
moned all the men of the realm to Palencia on All Saints Day 1283, express
ing the hope that his rights and those of the king and the liberties of the 
people would be safeguarded. He decided to seek an accord with his fa
ther, although some nobles believed that this would not be to their advan
tage. He also commanded that anyone found with copies of the papal bulls 
of excommunication and interdict would be executed and the interdict 
would not be observed. Indeed he appealed in his own name and in that 
of the people to the next pope, or to a future council, or to God, against 
the injury done by Martin IV. 59 The assembly granted Sancho a serPicio 
and assured him of support, but the death of his uncle and principal coun
sellor, Manuel, at the end of the year was a grave blow to his causc.60 

Manuel's death may also have grieved the king, who had always held him 
in great affection, at least until his defection. 

The Last Will of Alfonso X 

Despite the talk of reconciliation, Alfonso X in his last will drawn up on 
22 January 1284 seemed quite hostile to Sancho, ''who did this great trea
son against us." Although the king confirmed previous arrangements con
cerning the disposition of his kingdoms, he did not specifically mention 
Alfonso de la C:Crda, nor the possibility that his realms would pass to 
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a chamber and "began to weep for him very strongly; so great was the 
sorrow that he had that he said many sorrowful words, saying many times 
that the best man of his lineage was dead." When his physician warned 
that if this became known Infante Juan and the other nobles would tum 
away from him, Alfonso X, dissembling his true feelings, replied: "I do 
not weep for Infante Don Sancho, but I weep for myself, a wretched old 
man, because since he is dead, I will never recover my kingdoms; because 
the men of my towns and all the magnates and orders have such a great 
fear on account of the error that they committed against me, that they will 
not yield to me." Soon after when the king heard that Sancho had recov
ered, he was glad, although he did not dare to let anyone know it. 65 

As his end approached, Alfonso X, according to the chronicle, told 
everyone that he pardoned Sancho, excusing his actions on the grounds of 
his youth. He also pardoned other rebels and ordered the issuance of char
ters to that effect sealed with his golden seal. Although those charters do 
not seem to be extant, their content was likely identical to that of the king's 
letter, "sealed with our small golden seal," addressed to Pope Martin IV 
on 23 March. The king stated that Sancho "our most dear son," prompted 
by his youth, the evils of the day, and "by the false suggestions of certain 
rivals of ours," strayed from "the path of paternal devotion." Now, "en
lightened by the light of truth, with devotion and contrition of heart, with 
confession on his lips, he tearfully implored the favor of our mercy and he 
rendered true penitence in satisfaction of the deeds committed." Interced
ing before the pope, Alfonso X presented his son as a penitent who had 
confessed and done penance and now asked for absolution. Wishing to be 
"merciful rather than vengeful," the king declared: "We pardon all the of
fenses and injuries which he did against us until now ... and we wish him 
in future to enjoy the benefit of restoration in its entirety .... " He also 
revoked whatever he may have said or done out of wrath against Sancho, 
declaring it to be of no moment. He then asked the pope to receive Sancho 
into his favor.66 

In effect Alfonso X pardoned his son, restored him to favor, and asked 
the pope to grant him absolution. He did not explicitly revoke his will, 
though his intention seems clear that Sancho should enjoy his former 
status as heir to the throne and that all declarations against him should 
be null. 

Fearing that Sancho would claim the entire inheritance and set aside 
the king's last will, Infante Juan tried to secure his inheritance while his 
father was still alive. When he asked the king to give him immediate pos-
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session of the kingdoms of Seville and Badajoz, his father responded pleas
antly, but did not accede to this request. 67 

Whether Sancho was aware that his father had pardoned him seems 
problematical. Some years later Juan Manuel reported that Sancho, then 
king of Castile, recognizing that he had only a short time to live, told him 
that he was dying not so much because of illness, but rather because of his 
sins and especially because of the "curse that my father gave me for the 
many reasons that I deserved it." Sancho lamented that he could not bless 
Juan Manuel, because he himself had not roceivcd his father's blessing. On 
the contrary, Alfonso X, "while alive and healthy, gave me his curse many 
times in his lifetime, and he gave it to me when he died." 68 Quite possibly 
Sancho was never informed that a few weeks before his father's death, he 
had pardoned him; Sancho may simply have lamented that he had not had 
the chance to hear the words of pardon from his father's own lips and to 
be received into his favor once again. 

Be that as it may, Alfonso X, reconciled in his own mind with Sancho 
and with his rebellious subjects, prepared to depart this life. After receiv
ing the Eucharist "very devoutly, he shortly gave his soul to God." His 
travail came to an end at Seville on 4 April 1284, Shrove Tuesday in Holy 
Weck. He was sixty-two years of age. He was buried in the cathedral of 
Seville at the feet of his parents, Fernando III and Beatriz, as he stipulated 
in his last will. 69 
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Alfonso X's contemporaries testified, sometimes in extravagant language, 
to his intelligence, wisdom, and scholarship. 1 Jofrc de Loaysa said of him: 
"From his childhood he was very generous, a lover and doer of justice, 
handsome in figure and quite graceful in appearance." According to Fray 
Juan Gil de Zamora he was a man of "sharp intellect, attentive in srudy, 
with an excellent memory." He was "discreet in speech, distinguished by 
his elegance, moderate in laughter, honest in his gaze, easy in his gait, and 
temperate in eating." His generosity was such, however, "that it clothed a 
sort of prodigality." 2 The Italian Ptolemy of Lucca described him as "a 
glorious man and a lover of honor." In the Tabu,s Alfonsies it was said that 
he "surpassed in wisdom, intelligence, understanding, law, kindness, piety, 
and nobility all other wise kings." 3 Other astronomers affirmed that "ever 
since he came into this world he loved and secured for himself the sciences 
and the knowledge therein."• 

Aside from his personal accomplishments as a scholar and poet, Al
fonso X strove to educate his people. The poetic eulogy preceding the 
Estoru,, de Espann11 made this point explicitly: 

0 Spain, if you take the gifts that the wisdom of the king gives you, you will 
shine forth, and you will grow in fame and beauty. The king, who is the 
ornament of Spain and the treasure of philosophy, gives instruction to the 
Spanish people. Let good men take what is good, and leave what is vain to 
those who arc vain." 5 

Echoing the judgments of Alfonso X's contemporaries, modem scholars 
such as Bums described him as a philosopher-king, the stupor mundi, a 
veritable wonder of the world. An emperor of culrure, he tried to harness 
the entire body of knowledge and make it available to his people, so as to 
give new form and shape to Castilian society. Through his intellectual and 
cultural labors he effected a Castilian renaissance.6 

Alfonso X's place in the literary and cultural history of Spain is as-
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Figure 8. Alfonso X, the Troubadour of Holy Mary. Cantigas de Santa Maria, 
Escorial T.1.j. Prologue A. 

sured and rests first of all on his recognition that the vernacular tongue was 
a worthy vehicle for the expression of significant ideas. Not only did he 
adopt Castilian as the official language of government, but also for the his
torical, legal, scientific, and literary works composed under his direction . 
An extraordinary body of written work produced in the vernacular re
flected the linguistic usage of his time and helped to shape its future . While 
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many of those works served primarily the people of his own realm, the 
Tablas Alfonsies or Astronomiau Tables found an audience far beyond the 
frontiers of his kingdom until the sixteenth century. 

Even though Castilian was the preferred language for his prose works, 
the king chose to express himself poetically in the Galician-Porrugucsc 
tongue so often used for lyric poetry. His Ointigas de Santa Maria, or 
canticles in praise of the Virgin Mary, and the profane Cantigas d'escarnho 
testify to his qualities as a poet. The Cantigas de Santa Maria, a multi
media fusion of poetry, music, and art, remains the king's supreme literary 
achievement and is worthy to stand with the other great artistic and liter
ary monuments of thirteenth-century Europe. 

There has scarcely been any dispute concerning Alfonso X's impact 
on the cultural life of his own time and of future generations of the Span
ish people. It is in evaluating his primary role as king, with the responsi
bility of ruling the people and kingdoms entrusted to him, that historians 
have found him wanting. He has often been regarded as a failure, a wide
eyed intellectual incapable of dealing with the problems of the real worl~ 
indecisive and lacking will power. Juan de Mariana, for example, dismissed 
Alfonso X as one who "while he contemplated the heavens and observed 
the stars ... lost his earthly realm." 7 Such glib and superficial judgments 
simply do not square with the reality of Alfonso X's policies and activities. 

In weighing the significance of Alfonso X's reign, one must keep in 
mind that there is little in history that can be stated starkly in terms of 
black and white. A merely mechanical calculation of successes or failures 
is an inadequate method of assessment. As light blends into shadow and 
shadow into light, pierced at times by flashes of brilliance and clouds of 
darkest gl<X>m, so t<X> Alfonso X's more than thirty years on the throne 
were marked by extraordinary triumphs and grave calamities, but also by 
steady and substantial achievements. 

One thing is certain: Alfonso X was an activist king who sought to 
advance his people and his kingdom beyond the point where they were 
when they first became his charge. As a student of Roman law and of the 
writings of St. Isidore of Seville, he knew that a monarch's principal re
sponsibility was to render to everyone his or her due and to merit the title 
of king by ruling justly. As head of the body politic, he recognized his 
duty to give guidance and leadership to his people. Although he con
sciously built on the foundations established by his predecessors, he trans

formed them as well. His impact on the institutional development of his 
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realm was profound and the consequence of a deliberate policy. Far from 
being remote or disinterested, he was actively engaged in the day-to-day 
business of governing his kingdom. Little escaped his attention. 

By means of the law codes compiled under his direction, the idea of 
the state was implanted in the minds of his people, a major step toward 
the modem world. Comparable to the human body, the state or kingdom 
was one in which the king as head and the people as members were indis
solubly linked. As in the human body, they owed mutual support if the 
body were to be healthy. In practical terms. the task of shaping his dispa
rate collection of kingdoms with their diversity of peoples, religions, and 
customs into a unified state was impossible to accomplish in his lifetime 
and indeed in many generations. Nevertheless, Alfonso X presented the 
ideal of the state as a corporative or organic entity and developed the in
stitutional means to achieve that goal. 

Influenced by the concepts of rulership found in Roman law, Al
fonso X exalted, strengthened, and expanded the idea of kingship as it had 
developed in Castile by the thirteenth century. The new monarch was not 
the old-time feudal lord who was just one cut above the nobility. By re
fusing to adopt the sacramental trappings of monarchy associated with 
anointing by an archbishop, he was careful not to give churchmen a po
tential claim to superiority over him or his successors. While stressing the 
unity of the king and the estates of the realm he nevertheless distanced 
the monarchy from the people, insisting upon certain rights and preroga
tives unknown to his predecessors. In doing so he ran the risk of raising 
questions about the cnent of royal authority in matters of justice, legisla
tion, and taxation. Not surprisingly, that led to confrontation and even 
rebellion. 

So that he and his successors would be able to exercise effective 
authority and carry out the new responsibilities being assumed by kings 
everywhere, he developed the tools of government well beyond the con
dition in which he found them. His restructuring of royal administration 
had long-term influence. His successors often cited his ordinances con
cerning the organi7.ation of the chancery. To protect the newly recon
quered lands of Andalusia he established the office of 11/Ulantado mayor de 
kl frontmi; another 11/Ulantado m11yor was given a similar responsibility for 
Murcia. 

The development of the cortcs also owes much to Alfonso X. When 
he ascended the throne, the cortcs was in its infancy, but as he convoked 
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it at frequent intervals, it came into its own as a recognizable assembly of 
the estates of the realm. Aside from its value as an instrument of royal 
government, the cortes for the first time allowed the estates, especially the 
townspeople, an opportunity to voice their opinions on matters of public 
policy. 

Although extraordinary taxation was not unknown when Alfonso X 
became king, he developed it to a greater extent than any of his predeces
sors. That in tum contributed significantly to the development of the 
cortes. The king's ordinary resources were insufficient to accomplish the 
many things now expected of him as an exemplar of the new idea of mon
archy. A shortage of funds and inflation caused him to exploit every con
ceivable source of revenue, but he soon came to realize that he could draw 
on the resources of the entire realm by asking the cortes to consent to 
subsidies. In that way extraordinary taxation became a regular and neces
sary part of government both then and in the future. Nevertheless, as his 
requests for money became more frequent the people cried out that he 
was reducing the kingdom to poverty. Inasmuch as we do not possess the 
royal budget with information about his ordinary and extraordinary in
come and expenses, we cannot say whether that charge rested on a sub
stantive basis. While the plea of poverty may be regarded to some extent 
as a rhetorical response to his expressed needs, perhaps it did reflect reality. 

Convinced of his duty to see that justice was done to everyone, Al
fonso X strove to achieve a semblance of juridical unity, without which 
only a limited political unity could exist. With that intent he created the 
Especulo and in its later form, the Partidas, as a common law for the royal 
court and the Fuero real. as a uniform law for the municipalities of Castile 
and Extremadura. The royal court was given exclusive jurisdiction in cer
tain specified cases and was also shaped as a court of appeals. The king 
challenged the separate jurisdiction of church courts, and by means of the 
special judges of the Mesta, brought litigation involving the sheepmen 
under royal control. His efforts roused opposition among nobles, clergy, 
and townsmen, but his innovations eventually triumphed and became the 
basis for the laws of modem Spain. 

The Siete Pa.rtidas, his magnificent codification of the law, was surely 
his greatest achievement as a ruler. Within a generation or so translations 
done at the direction of King Dinis of Portugal and Pedro IV of Arag6n 
introduced the Pa.rtidas to the other peninsular realms. If the Pa.rtidas had 
been written in Latin, it would probably have been accepted as the basic 
code of law for all of Western Europe. Today the law of the Partidas stands 
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at the foundation of the legal system of the Spanish-speaking world, in-
eluding those regions in the United States once part of the Spanish 
empire. 

Alfonso X continued the tradition of his predecessors in successfully 
curbing the independence of the clergy. Proclaiming himself the defender 
of Christendom against the infidels, he exploited the resources of the 
church, seizing the tercias rellles despite papal and episcopal objections. He 
controlled the appointment of bishops (or shared it with the pope), trying 
for the most part to install dedicated royal servants in the most important 
bishoprics. Although he acknowledged the existence of church courts, he 
often intervened in matters of ecclesiastical jurisdiction in an effort to cur
tail it. Prelates who displeased him or refused to bow to his will he forced 
into exile. Although he incurred the wrath of the papacy for doing so, he 
dominated the church of his kingdom and laid down the lines of policy 
that his successors would follow. 

He was less successful in dealing with the nobility. By increasing their 
stipends he hoped to secure their continued military service, but, wedded 
as they were to feudal tradition, they found his new-fangled policies ob
jectionable. Not only did they fail to support his imperial ambitions, but 
they protested his gifts of money to foreign princes. More significantly, 
they objected to the development of a new body of law, applied by pro
fessional jurists trained in Roman and Canon law and not especially sympa-
thctic to traditional customs. Although the magnates agreed that he might 
levy a tribute on their vassals, that brought the principle of extraordinary 
taxation too close to home. As a consequence of his innovations in matters 
of law and taxation, the nobles eventually challenged him and then repu
diated their ties of vassalage. To win their allegiance again, he had to con
firm their .fueros and make other concessions. 

The king fostered the growth of already existing towns and founded 
new ones. He also tried to gain access to municipal resources by asking 
representatives of the towns in the cortes to consent to tax levies. That and 
his effort to achieve juridical uniformity by the concession of the Fuero 
real to the Castilian and Extremaduran towns was the most important 
aspect of his urban policy. He also gained short term benefits from the 
privileges granted to non-~oble urban cavalry in order to persuade them 
to keep themselves in readiness for war with the Moors. In the long run, 
however, that was detrimental to society because it created another privi
leged class and that in turn contributed to the social tensions that erupted 
in the fourteenth century. 
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While continuing the earlier policy of toleration for the Jewish and 
Muslim minorities, the king utilized Jews as courtiers, physicians, transla
tors, and tax collectors. Muslims apparently did not enjoy similar access to 
his court, perhaps because most of them who remained in his dominions 
belonged to the agricultural and rural population. After the Mudcjar re
volt in 1264, he decided to uprex>t them in lower Andalusia and to a lesser 
extent in Murcia. By incorporating into the law codes the substance of 
existing laws and customs concerning Jews and Muslims, he laid the basis 
for the legal statute regulating these religious minorities for the remainder 
of the medieval era. 

The king's activist bent also led him to regulate the economy, which 
was still largely agricultural and pastoral, and to attempt to bring the prob
lem of inflation under control. His principal concern, as expressed in the 
P11rtuu&s, was to increase the prosperity and well-being of his people. 
The conservation of natural resources, restraints on usury, regulation of 
prices and wages, institution of uniform weights and measures, control of 
guilds, regulation of exports, establishment of customs posts and regular 
customs duties, and curbs on extravagance were all part of a coherent royal 
policy and the foundation of future governmental action. His alteration 
of the coinage, unfortunately, had a destructive effect and roused intense 
hostility. 

Alfonso X was unable to resuscitate the Hispanic Empire as he and 
his father had hoped to do. In the political circumstances then prevailing, 
the papacy was not likely to favor the revival of imperial titles in Spain and 
the other peninsular rulers could not be expected to acknowledge even a 
titular Castilian supremacy. His relations with Arag6n and Portugal, de
spite controversies in his earlier years, ultimately proved to be friendly. 
Jaime I was wary of his son-in-law's imperial pretensions and his ambitions 
with respect to Navarre, but their relations changed for the better, as the 
Aragoncsc ruler rendered valuable service by reconquering rebellious 
Murcia and restoring it to Castilian rule. Faced with internal dissension 
and the Muslim threat, Alfonso X in later years found the king of Arag6n 
to be· a trusted and wise counselor. Alfonso X's relations with Pedro III 
were outwardly cordial, but the latter, aware of the Castilian monarch's 
infirmities, concluded that real authority and the future lay with Infante 
Sancho. 

Afonso III of Portugal also had reason to fear Castilian power, but 
Alfonso X's eventual decision to yield the Algarve and to define his fron
tiers was statesmanlike and assured him of Portuguese friendship and alli-
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ancc. The Castilian king's relations with his grandson Dinis were strained 
partly because that young monarch was trying to free himself from the 
apron strings of his mother Beatriz, Alfonso X's daughter. Like Pedro III, 
Dinis also recognized that Infante Sancho was assuming a greater role in 
the direction of Castilian affairs. 

Alfonso X's cession of claims to Gascony, ephemeral as they were, in 
exchange for a promise of English help for the African crusade was real
istic. Although the English failed to keep their promise, Alfonso X always 
enjoyed the good will of his brother-in-law Edward I, who tried especially 
to mediate the quarrel between Castile and France. In like manner the 
Castilian king was on friendly terms with his cousin Louis IX of France, 
and the marriage of their children Fernando de la Cerda and Blanche 
strengthened the tics between the two kingdoms. Nevertheless, Alfonso X 
subsequently fell out with Philip III over the rights of Alfonso de la Cerda 
to the Castilian throne and the independence of Navarre. Alfonso X's at
tempt to browbeat Navarre, where the French dynasty of Champagne was 
installed since 1234, not only antagonittd Arag6n but eventually allowed 
France to extend its influence and power in Navarre. Stressing the value of 
the Franco-Castilian alliance in his last will, the king of Castile tried to re
turn to the more cordial relations of earlier years by designating Philip III 
as his heir, should the Infantcs de la Cerda have no children. 

In dealing with the Muslim world, Alfonso X realized that the con
quest of Granada, already tributary to Castile, was not an immediate ne
cessity and that the wisdom of attempting to absorb thousands of Muslims 
was doubtful. He recognized that the consolidation of Castilian control 
over Andalusia and Murcia, though it greatly strained his resources, was 
necessary and essential to the future well-being of the realm. His repopu
lation and retention of Andalusia and Murcia in the face of a concerted 
effort to throw off the Castilian yoke and of later Moroccan offensives was 
an achievement of great significance which has not been sufficiently appre
ciated. Gonzalez Jimenez commented that his reign "can be considered a 
foundational epoch" in the history of both regions. 8 

The king's preparation for a crusade in North Africa was in response 
both to ideological presuppositions and to strategic considerations. There 
were many who believed that the restoration of the Visigothic monarchy, 
whose heirs the kings of Castile-Lc6n claimed to be, would only be com
plete when Morocco was subjugated. On a more practical level Alfonso X 
perceived the necessity of gaining control of the ports giving access to the 
peninsula. Although the only apparent consequence of the planned cam-
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paign in North Africa was the plundering of Sale, the conquest of Niebla 
gave Castile control of the peninsular coastline from the Algarve to the 
frontiers of Granada. The acquisition of Jerez, following the Mudejar up
rising and their expulsion, strengthened his hold on lower Andalusia. The 
subsequent development of the ports of Puerto de Santa Marfa and Cadiz 
gave his successors access to the sea with the potential for developing a 
fleet that could meet the Moroccans in the Straits rather than on peninsu
lar soil. Recognizing this·threat, the king of Granada refused to surrender 
Gibraltar and Tarifa and appealed to the Benimerines for help. Their in
cursions were the inevitable consequence of Alfonso X's efforts to close 
the invasion route and were the opening salvo in the battle for control of 
the Straits that continued for the next fifty years. 

Alfonso X's greatest disappointment perhaps was his unsuccessful 
quest for the crown of the Holy Roman Empire. In his pursuit of the 
imperial crown, he incurred "almost unbelievable expenditures" and had 
"to impose unaccustomed tributes." Though his own people complained 
of this drain on the kingdom's resources, to many foreigners he seemed a 
fount of "largess, affability and many other royal virtues." 9 The Florentine 
Brunetto Latini wrote: 

Under the moon no person has yet been found 
who for noble lineage 
or high baronage 
was more worthy of it 
than this king Alfonso. 10 

Because of his imperial ambitions, historians have described him as an 
unrealistic and foolish dreamer and his reign as a failure politically. Roger 
Merriman, for example, remarked that "he aspired to be emperor, though 
he was not even able to play the king." 11 In light of what has been said 
thus far, that judgment is erroneous. To expect that Alfonso X would 
have refused the imperial crown when offered, given his ties to the Ho
henstaufen family, would be unrealistic. It is hardly likely that any other 
thirteenth-century ruler would have spurned it. If one were to fault Al
fonso ~ it would be for not having been more aggressive in seeking the 
empire in his earlier years, but that would have required sending troops to 
Germany and Italy or going there personally. He chose not to abandon 
Spain or to neglect his responsibilities there, I believe, because Spain was 
always paramount in his thought and he hoped to link the universal claims 
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of the Holy Roman Empire to the peninsular aspirations of the Hispanic 
Empire. Only after settling his quarrel with the nobility and assuring him
self (mistakenly, as it turned out) of the security of the Muslim frontier 
did he set out on his unfortunate journey to the empire. 

The reign of Alfonso X ended badly. His misfortunes can be ex
plained in part by the clash between tradition and innovation, between the 
conservative estates of the realm and a progressive monarchy contending 
over a multitude of political, legal, administrative, monetary, economic 
and social issues. The Catalan historian Bernat Desclot expressed the con
temporary understanding of the situation: 

He [ Alfonso X] was the most generous man who ever lived for there was no 
man or knight or minstrel who came to ask anything from him who went 
away empty-handed. On this account his realm was much less wealthy and 
the people could not endure the burdens he caused them or the many evil 
laws he imposed on the land, as well as the coinage which he changed and 
issued. . . . For this reason the barons of Castile and Lc6n and of the whole 
realm deprived him of his sovereignty. u 

The initial confrontation occurred during the cortes of Burgos in 1272 

and was not resolved until more than a year had passed. Although the king 
had to restore and confirm the fueros of the nobility and of the towns and 
pay lip service to the rights of the clergy, I do not believe that he aban
doned his plans for legal and judicial reform. The unforeseen controversy 
that developed over the succession just a f cw years later shifted the conflict 
between tradition and innovation to another area. In this instance the king 
stood on the side of tradition, not necessarily out of conviction, but rather 
because of the practical importance of having a young adult ready to as
sume the kingship, should the king, already infirm, be taken to his Maker. 

Nevertheless, the events of the last decade of the reign become much 
more intelligible if another factor is taken into consideration. The Canti-
8"' de S11nt11 Marlll and the royal chronicle reveal that Alfonso X suffered 
periodic episodes of illness over the final ten to eleven years of his life, 
perhaps the result of a kick in the head by a horse in 1269.13 Mariccl Presilla 
reviewed this evidence, comparing it with the results of the examination 
of the king's remains in 1948, and submitted the whole to the evaluation 
of modern medical experts. Without making an absolute pronouncement 
and recognizing the possibility of error, they suggested that the king suf
fered from a squamous cell carcinoma in the maxillary antrum, that is, a 
cancerous growth in the face below the eyes. As a consequence, the pres-
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sure of the tumor likely caused a protusion of the eyeball, accompanied by 
intense pain, purulent discharge through the nose, deformities in the face, 
swelling of the legs, and possible deafuess. 14 All of that would explain why 
the king accused Sancho of saying that his father was "an old man who 
has lost his judgment and whose reason has been disturbed," and "the king 
is mad and a leper and a liar and a perjurer in many things, killing men 
without reason, as he did to Don Fadrique and Don Sim6n." 15 

The likelihood is that the king's illness resulted in alterations in his 
behavior, characterized by angry outbursts and extreme actions that led 
people to conclude that he was a madman and a leper. In the context of his 
infirmities, consider this sequence of personal tragedies in 127s. Aside from 
the disappoinbllent of his visit to the pope-a disappoinbllent that could 
have been borne, as it was not unexpected-Alfonso X endured the loss of 
his oldest son and heir Fernando de la C:Crda; of Nuno Gonzalez de Lara, 
a sometime thorn in the king's side, but also his longtime friend and ally; 
and of Archbishop Sancho II of Toledo, Queen Violante's brother. The 
return journey from Beaucaire was also marked by the deaths of his daugh
ter Leonor and his nephew Alfonso, Infante Manuel's son. 16 

The failure of the king's imperial diplomacy, the invasion of the Ben
imerines, and the loss of children and significant friends, coupled with the 
excruciating pain of illness go far to explain Alfonso X's erratic conduct in 
his later years. In 1277 he executed without trial his brother Fadrique and 
Sim6n de los Cameros, bringing down on his own head the accusation of 
denying due process of law to his people. His mistrcabllent of his wife 
prompted Violante to return to her native Arag6n, taking her daughter
in-law Blanche and her grandchildren, the lnfantcs de la Cerda, to the 
safety of her brother's court. ff anyone in the Castilian royal family was to 
be feared in those critical years, it was Alfonso X, not Sancho. Although 
Violante returned to her husband in the nen year, he continued to abuse 
those about him, forcing a once-trusted royal servant, Bishop Martin Fer
nandez of Le6n, into exile and executing Zag de la Maleha, a long-time 
royal tax farmer. 

These arbitrary actions, resulting no doubt from the severity of his 
illness, made it clear to Queen Violante, Sancho, and Infante Manuel that 
Alfonso X was no longer suited to rule. When Sancho broke with his 
father at the end of 1281 and summoned the estates of the realm to Valla
dolid in April 1282 he did so with the full of support of his mother and his 
uncle Manuel, the king's favorite brother, and he was joined by his own 
younger brothers, Pedro, Juan, and Jaime, still in their teens. In effect, 
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Alfonso X's most intimate family members took the lead in depriving him 
of royal power, while leaving him with the prestige of his crown and title. 
The fact that Alfonso X had already antagonized significant elements in 
society gave additional impetus to their decision, which must have seemed 
the only sensible solution to a personal tragedy that had befallen a truly 
great king. 

In the heat of conflict and feeling a keen sense of betrayal by his son, 
Alfonso X proposed the partition of his realms for the benefit of his grand
son Alfonso de la Cerda and for his own younger sons. While one can 
understand and perhaps even sympathize with his decision, it ran counter 
to the thrust of thirteenth-century political theory, which the king himself 
helped to shape. The principle that the territory of the state was inalien
able was stated clearly in the Partidils (2,15,5): "Anciently they made afuero 
and starute in Spain that the dominion of the king should never be divided 
nor alienated." Alfonso X's decision to override a principle with which he 
was surely familiar was a political misjudgment of the gravest sort. If im
plemented, it could only have been disastrous. One can also understand 
why Alfonso X, abandoned by his fellow Christian rulers, placed his hopes 
of restoration in the emir of the Benimerines, the great enemy of his house 
and his kingdom; but that too was a terrible lapse of judgment. 

In several of the final Ca.ntigar de Sa.nt11, M11rla there arc distinct per
sonal notes that suggest the king's awareness of his tragic siruation. The 
principal themes of these poems arc his fear of hell because of his sins and 
his hope of being received into paradise despite his sins. Realizing that 
his time was short, the king, in his Petition (CSM 401), confessed that he 
had made only a "few canta.res" in honor of the Virgin Mary, but he 
pleaded with her to intercede with her Son to grant pardon for his sins, 
many though they were, and "not to deny me paradise," even though "my 
errors reveal me as a felon." Among his many requests, he asked to be 
enabled to "destroy the unbelieving Moors," who "to my distress hold a 
great part of Spain." He asked for the gift of ruling his people in justice, 
and ''while I am here in this world" to do good so that he might always 
have God's love. He asked to be protected against false traitors, evil coun
selors, persons who serve poorly but ask much, ingrates, deceitful and 
disloyal friends, those who think much of themselves but are worth little, 
and "those who do not value loyalty any more than bread, but arc always 
talking about it." Trusting always in the Virgin Mary, he made a final 
request: "When I go to paradise may I always see you there." 17 

To conclude: Alfonso X was not a frivolous man, not an idler or a 
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fex>l, not dissolute or dissipated, but a hard-working monarch who t<X>k 
his responsibilities as king ~riously. His exaltation of kingship, his orga
nization of royal government, his development of the tax system, of the 
law, of the judicial administration, and of the cortcs, and his consolidation 
of his father's conquests, his defense of the realm against renewed Mo
roccan invasions, and the extraordinary cultural labors achieved under his 
sponsorship rank him as one of the greatest kings of medieval Spain. If he 
suffered the final ignominy of rejection by his son and by many of his 
people, that was the consequence both of his attempt to do too much and 
to move his kingdom forward too quickly and of the affliction that tor
mented his body and distorted his judgment. 
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224-228, nos. S9, 83, 91, 102; AM Agreda, no. 8; AM Bejar, no. 4; Timoteo Do
mingo Palacio, Docummtos tlelArchil'(Jgmm,J de la viJu, de Mllll.rid, 6 vols., 1: Bs-91; 
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48. Ballesteros, Itinemrio, 228, n. 2; MHE, 1: 154-155, 181-183, nos. 71, 84-8s; 

F. Javier Pereda Llarena, DocummtlUWn de Ill aaednll de Burgos (UU-1293), 157, no. 
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224-235 (1s January 1258); Procter, Curi4, 273-284, no. 4 (27 February 1253). 

ss. O'Callaghan, Cortes, 60-192; Procter, Curia, 170-253. 
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CtlstilJA (1230-1474), 2 vols., 1: 235-239, 289-293, 342-347, 389-391, 439-441, lists 
these officials. 
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gena en cl siglo XIII," Hispania 13 (1953): s15-s18; MacDonald, Espkulo, 495, 497, 
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816-871, nos. 803 (4 October 12s2), 807-808 (12 October), 833-834 (2 January 
1253), 839-84-0 (9 January 1254), 9SS (14 May 1254), 1000 (8 August). 
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24. Rodriguez de Lama, Alejandro IV, 61-62, 67, 74-75, 83-84, 124-
125, nos. 36-37 (18 March 1255), 43 (3 April), 53 (n April), 62 (13 May), 117 
(17 October). 

2s. Dawnct, Mhnoire, 143-146, no. 1 (5 May 1255); Manuel Rodriguez, Fer'"""'° Ill, 314-318 (2 March 1254). 
26. Quintana Prieto, lnocmcio IV, 2: 838, no. 9SS (14 May 1254). 
27. Cr6niau an6nimas de SllhlliJun, ch. 87, p. 153; Rymer, Foulmi, 1.1, 179-185 

( 22 April 1254), 194 ( 1s March 1255). 
28. Bull4rium Ordinis Muituie de CIUAtrllM, 103-1cs ((19 May 1254); Paul 

Scheffer-Boichorst, "Kleinere Forschungen zur Gcschichte Alfons X von Casti
licn," MIOG 9 (1888): 241-246; Ballesteros, Alfonso X, 1ss-1s6, 159-160, 169 . • 

29. Lopcrracz, Osma, 3: 86-185, nos. 60-61 (to Soria, 12, 19 July); Layna 
Serrano, Atienza, 503-so+ (22 July); Gonzalez Diez, Burgos, 106-m, no. 32 
(27 July); Urena y Smenjau~ Cumai, 861-862 (23 August); Reprcsa Rodriguez, 
"Scgoviat 290-294 (22 September); MHE, 1 :89-100, nos. 43 (to Penafiel, 
19 July), 44 (to Buitrago, 23 July), 45 (to Burgos, 27 July). 

30. COIXJM, 3: 15-23, 30-31, 41-47, s1-ss, 57-58, nos. 13-14 (to Alicante, s, 
24 October 1252), 20 (to Cartagena, September 1254), 28 (to Alicante, 12 January 
1257), 29-31 (to Lorca, 28 March), 34-36, 40 (to Cartagena, 4, 6, 19 May). 

31. COIXJM, 3: 39, 56-57, 63-64-, nos. 27 (12 January 1257), 38 (IO May), 4l> 
(IO April 1258); Ballesteros, Alfonso X, 259; Charles-Emmanuel Dufourcq, L'Es
pagne catlUIUJt et le Maghrib aux Xllle et XIVe siedes, 24. 

32. Villar Garcia, Segovia, 274-275, no. 166. 
33. Sec privileges dated 1252 to 1263 in CODOM, 3: 34-36, 39-40, 56-57, 

S9-69, 73-78, 81, nos. 12, 22-28, 38-39, 42-51, 54-60, 63. 
34. Ballesteros, ltinmirio, 182-183 (10 September 1257); CLC, 1: 54-63; Mi

guel Vigil, OvielUJ, 46, no. 22 ( 1 February 1258, 4 March 1258). 
35. Rymer, Foedera, 1.2: 39 (2s June 1258), (14 December 1258). 
36. Villar Garcia, Segovia, 280-281, no. 169 {8 April 1259); Minguella, Si

gumZA, 1: 599-601, no. 22s (27 July); also Quintana Prieto, lnocmcio IV, 1: 295-
296, no. 272 ( 24 April 1246). 

37. MHE, 1: 154-155, no. 71 (6 February 1260); DAAX, 313-316, no. 286 
(20 June 1264); Mingilella, SigumzlJ, 1: 599-601, no. 225 (25 June). 

38. Villar Garcia, Segovui, 28.4-, no. 171 (8 April 1260); CODOM, 3 :69, no. s2 
( 2s January 1260). 

39. Huici and Cabanes Pccourt, ]Rime I, 4: 255, 263-265, nos. 1170 (3 April 
1260), 1181 (22 April), 1183 (29 April); CDACA, 6: 149-154, nos. 34 (12 April), 35 
(29 April), 36 (20 September); Ayala Martinez, Directrias, 273-277. 

40. DAAX, 2n-2s4, no. 231 (27 July 1260). Sec Rodriguez Lapa, Cantigm 
d'esCAnJbo, 630-632, no. 430. 

41. CSM, 2: 337-338, no. 385. Leopoldo Torres Balbas, "La mczquita de al
Qanatir y cl sanruario de Alfonso cl Sabio en cl Puerto de Santa Marfa," Al
A"""1us 8 (1942): 417-437. 

42. CSM, 2: 199-202, no. 328; CAX, ch. 8, p. 7; Joseph Snow, "A Chapter in 
Alfonso X's Personal Narrative: The Puerto de Santa Marfa Poems in the Cantigas 
de Santa Marla," I.A Conmim 8 (1979): 13-14. 
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43. lbn cldhari, Al-BIIJlin, 3: 29-30; Al-Himyari, Kitab lll-RmPd lll-mi<w, 
tr. Ambrosio Huici, 16-17, 290-298; Jofrc de Loaysa, Cnmial, ch. 218.1, p. 60. 

44. CSM, 2: 199-201, no. 328; lbn cldhari, Al-B11,ylin, 3: 268; DAAX, 21s, 
no. 247 (1 July 1261). 

45. Quintana Prieto, Inocencio IV, 1: 251-252, no. 216 (24 September 1245); 
Robert I. Burns, Muslims, Christilms and Jews in the Crustuler Kingdom of VRlm
cui, 86. 

46. lbn <Jdhari, Al-Baylin, 3: 26o; lbn Khaldun, Histoire 4: +6-
47. lbn cldhari, Al-Baylin, 3:261-262; CAX, ch. 19, pp. 13-14, places this in 

1269. The spelling, Caliz, has been taken to refer to Cadiz, but the description of 
Caliz as a "puerto allende la mar" suggests Sale. Ballesteros, Alfonso X, 279-284; 
Jesus Montoya Martfncz, "Las Cantigas de Santa Marfa: Fuente para la historia 
gaditana," Cadiz m el siglo XIII, 173-181. 

48. lbn cldhari, Al-B11,yiin, 3: 262-269; lbn Khaldun, Histoire, 4: 46; lbn 
Abi Zar<, RmPd aJ-QirtRS, tr. Ambrosio Huici, 2 vols., 2:s-71-572; CAX, ch. 19, 
pp. 13-14. 

49. lbn cldhari, Al-Bayiin, 3: 268-270; CAX, ch. 19, pp. 13-14; Antonio Ba
llesteros, "La toma de Sale en tiempos de Alfonso X cl Sabio," Al-A"""1us 8 ( 1943): 
89-128; Ambrosio Huici, "La toma de Sale por la csquadra de Alfonso X," Hesperis 
39 (1952): 41-52; Charles Emmanuel Dufourcq, "Un projct castillane du Xllle 
siccle: La croisade d'Mrique," Revue d'hirtoire a du ciPilislltion du Magreb 1 (1966): 
26-51. 

so. CSM, 2: 200, no. 328, lines 30-34; Ayala Martinez, Directrices, 279. 
51. Rodriguez Dfaz, Astorga, 715-720; DAAX, 262-267, 270-271, nos. 238-

240 (19-31 March 1261), 243 (30 May). 
52. CAX, ch. 4, pp. s-6; MHE, 1: 308-324, no. 140 (October 1276 ). 
53. lbn cldhari, Al-Baylin, 3: 275; Al-Himyari, Kitab, 211-212; CAX, ch. 4, 

pp. 5-6. 
54. CSM, 1: 593-594, no. 183; lbn cldhari, Al-Baylin, 3: 285; Gonzalez Jime

nez, DAAX, lvi-lviii. 
ss. DAAX, 280-281, no. 253 (12 February 1262); CAX, ch. 6, p. 6, states in

correctly that Serpa, Moura, Alcatin, Castro Marin, Tavira, Faro, and LouJc were 
taken with Niebla. Ballesteros, Alfonso X, 315-318. 

56. DAAX, 292-293, 295-298, 356, nos. 262 (28 February 1263), 266 (5 May), 
269 (13 July), 324 (12 Aprih267). 

57. DAAX, 301-302, 311-312, 326, nos. 27s (6 January 1264), 2&t-(10 May), 
302 (3 February 1265). 

58. DAAX, 3H-3S7, nos. 279 (27 February 1264), 323 (8 April 1267), 325 
( 16 April). Alfonso X later gave to his daughter Beatriz of Portugal, Niebla, Gibra
le6n, Huclva, Saltes, Ayamonte, Alajar de la Pena, and Alajar de Late to hold for 
life; DAAX, 538-539, no. sos (4 March 1283). 

59. Sec Chapter 10. Florentino Perez Embid, LIi frontem entre los reinos de 
Smlla y Portugal. 

60. CSM, 2:322-323, no. 379, and 2:199-202, no. 328. 
61. Guiraud, Urbain IV, 164, no. 348 (21 August 1263); Ballesteros, Aifonso X, 

329. 
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62. Miguel Angel Ladero Quesada and Manuel Gonzalez Jimenez, "La po
blaci6n en la frontera de Gibraltar y cl rcpartimicnto de Vejer (Siglos XIII y XIV)" 
HID 4 (1977): 199-204. 

63. Ibn cldhari, Al-B11ybl, 3: 275-276; Ayala Martinez, Direari&es, 269. 
64. CSM, 1:562, no. 169. Alfonso X was in Seville in 1262-1264 and at Jacn 

only on 14-May 1262. DAAX, 313-316, no. 286 (20 June 1264); Mingiiclla, Sigumzll,, 
1 : 599-601, no. 22s ( 2s June). 

6S-On 30 December 1262 he reminded the people of Toro of their military 
obligation; Ballesteros, Alfonso X, 329. 

66. Marfa Josefa Sanz Fuentes, "Repartimicnto de Ecija," HID 3 ( 1976): 
535-541; Manuel Gonzalez Jimenez, "Poblaci6n y rcpartimicnto de Ecija," Home
n11je Ill Proftsur J ,um Torres Fontes, 2 vols., 1: 691-711. 

67. Miguel Vigil, <medo, 56-57, S9, nos. 30 (12 January 1264), 32 (IS May). 
The "fccho de Cadiz" meant Cadiz, not Sale. Ballesteros, Alfonso X, 283, 367. 

68. CAX, ch. 12, p. 10, summarized the privileges of 1256. Aquilino Iglesia 
Ferreir6s, "El Privilegio general concedido a las Extrcmaduras en 1264 por Al
fonso X. Edici6n del tjcmplar enviado a Pcflafiel en 1s de abril de 1264," AHDE S3 
(1983): 466-521; Procter, Curui, 286-291, no. 1; Ubicto Artcta, cum,,,,, 6o-6S, 
no. 21 (29 April); Palacio, Mllllrid, 1: 95-102 (27 August). 

69. Perez Embid, "La marina real," 175-177; Ballesteros, Alfonso X, 367. 

Chll/Jter 12 

1. DAAX, 313-316, no. 286 (20 June 1264); C:Olmenarcs, StgUPUI, 1: 264 
(20 June); Mingiiella, Sigue,w,, 1: 599-601, no. 22s (2s June). 

2. lbn cidhari, Al-B11ylin, 3: 28s, 288; Ibn Abi Zar<, R.Jn,tl lll-Qirtas, 2: s1s; 
lbn Khaldiin, Histoire, 4: 48; CAX, ch. 13, p. 10; Cn>niai tle ftumte I, ch. 378, 
7:34-36. 

3- lbn cldhari, Al-B11ybJ, 3: 285-286; CAX, ch. IO, p. 9; Croniai tie Jmm,e I, 
ch. 378, 7: 34-36; An,uiles lanumses (1249-uu), MGH SS, 18: 24,8. 

4. CAX, ch. 10, 30, p. 9, 25-26; CSM, 2: 242-245, no. 345; Ibn 'ldhari, Al
B-,lin, 3: 275; Arie, L'&p,,gne musulffllme, 63-64. 

5. CAX, ch. IO, p. 9; lbn <Idhari, Al-Baylin, 3: 287; Croniai tie '"""" I, 
ch. 378, 7:34-36. 

6. Sec note 1. 

7. CAX, ch. 11-12, pp. 9-10; Arie, L'Esp"IJ"' musul,,ume, 6s. 
8. DAAX, 319-321, 323-325, nos. 295 (27 October 1264), 297-299 (29-30 

December). 
9. Jordan, Clhnmt IV, 4-7, 29-30, 350-352, nos. 15-17 (23-26 March 126s), 

19 (31 March), 126 (16 June), 890 (126s), 896 (23 June); Pereda Llarena, Burgos, 
96-108, nos. 71-73 (16-26 June). 

10. Nieto Cumplido, Origenes, 122-125, no. 5 ( 26 April 1265); MHE, I : 221 -
223, no. IOI. 

11. Ballesteros, "Itinerario," BRAH 109 (1936): 381, n. 1 (22 June 126s), and 
382, n. 1 (22 June); MHE, 1: 222-227, no. 102 (19 August). 

Digitized by Google Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Notes to Pages 185-189 329 

12. Cnmiai tie J11,11me I, ch. 379-393, 7: 36-60; Juan Torres Fontes, IA ream
lJUist• Ile M11rcu1 m u66 por Jlmtle I Ile A"'96n. 

13. CODOM, 3 :87, nos. 67-68 (13 March u6S), 69 (2s August). Sec privileges 
given to A1mansa, CODOM, 3: 82-Ss, nos. 64-66 (9, 13 October 1264; 15 February 
1265). 

14. Jordan, Clmlent IV, 26, 30, 32, 79, nos. 112 (23 May 1265), 128 (6 July), 134 
(18 July), 300 (14 April 1266); Edouard Martcne and Ulysse Durand, Thes1111rus 
"°""' """"'1tlmm,, 5 vols., 2 : 278, no. 231 ( 17 February 1266). 

15. CODOM, 2:21-22, no. 22 (20 July l26S, nae 1266); Cnmiui tie J11,11,ne I, 
ch. 409-422, 7: 82-98. 

16. Cn>niai tie J""me I, ch. 423-433, 8: 1-23. 
17. Cn>niai tie J11,11me I, ch. 439-456, 8: 23-4,8; Ballesteros, Alfonso X, 395-

398. 
18. CODOM, 2:22-28, nos. 23-26 (20-27 February 1266), 27-28 (4, 

18 March), 29 (23 June), 31 (13 September); Jordan, Clm,mt IV, 38s, no. 1086 (s July 
1266). 

19. CODOM, 2: 27-28, no. 30; MHE, 1: 231-232, no. 105. 
20. Gondlcz Dfcz, Burgos, 119, no. 37 (20 February 1266); CAX, ch. 14-15, 

pp. 10-11. The king cited the continuing war on 20 March 1266; DAAX, 331-332, 
no. 309. 

21. CAX, ch. 14, pp. 10- 11; Gonulcz, Repl,rti,,,imto tie Snillli, I: 79-82. 
22. CAX, ch. 14, pp. 10-11; Hip6lyto Sancho de Sopranis, Historu,. tie Jerez 

de II, Fronter/I, 2 vols., 1: 22; DAAX, 319, nos. 292-294. 
23. Gonzalo de la Finojosa, Cnmiai, ch. 238, CODOIN, 100: 14. 
24. Manuel Gonulcz Jimenez and Antonio Gondlcz G6mcz, El Lum, tlel 
~ de Jerez tie u, Fnmtmi, x-xi; CSM, 2: 24S, no. 34S, lines 106-114. 

25. A royal charter given in Jerez on 23 September 1265 likely should be dated 
in 1267 or 1268; DAAX, 330-331, no. 306. 

26. DAAX, 321-322, no. 296, dated this 13 November 1264 in Seville, but 1266 
is likely correct. 

27. L6pcz Ferrciro, Fueros, 286 (1 April 1267); Jordan, Clhnmt IV, 140-141, 
157-159, • OS, nos. 4S9 (5 April), 120s (1 June), soo (n July); Ballesteros, "Itincrario, 
BRAH 109 (1936): 452, n. 1 (1s November). 

28. CAX, ch. 13, rs, pp. 10-11. lbn al-Minar failed to to cede half his king
dom, as promised, to his brother-in-law, Ali Abu-I-Hasan, head of the Banu Ash
qilula. Of Ali's two sons, Ibrahim was governor of Guadix and commander of the 
Granadan army, and Abu Mubammad 'Abd Allah was governor of Mtlaga and 
CA>marcs. Arie, L'Esp"IJ'" musulfflllne, 65-66. 

29. CAX, ch. rs, p. 11, dated this in 126S, but lbn 'ldhiri, Al-BIIJ4n, 3 : 337 
(who said the war lasted three years) placed it in AH. 66S (2 October 1266-
21 September 1267); Arie, L 'Esp"IJ'" """"""1me, 67. 

30. Jordan, Clhnmt IV, 414, no. 1264 (23 October 1267). Jaime I concluded a 
truce with Granada in January 1268; ACA Reg. 15, fol. 130v. 

31. Manuel Gomalcz Jimenez and Antonio Gonulcz G6mcz, El Libro del 
rept,rtimimto tie Jerez tie Ill Frrmtmi. Emulio y uucion. 
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32. DAAX, 379-381, no. 3SS (9 October 1268); also 364, no. 33S (13 November 
1267). 

33. DAAX, 393-394, 396, 440-443, nos. 371 (14 August 1269), 374 (12 Octo
ber), 416 (3 August 1274). 

34. CSM, 2: 199-201, 272-279, 288-289, 292-299, 306-309, 312-313, 317-
324, 326-330, 337-338, 342-343, 345-352, nos. 328, 356-359, 364, 366-368, 371-372, 
375, 377-379, 381-382, 385, 387, 389, 391-393. Jesus Montoya Martinez, "Las Canti
gas de Santa Marfa, fuente para la historia gaditana," CAdiz en el ff.ilo XIII, 173-191; 
Manuel Gonzalez Jimenez, "El Pueno de Santa Maria en ticmpos de Alfonso X cl 
Sabio," in Nuestros origenes hist6ricos como el Puerto de Santa Mllrill, ed. Manuel 
Gonzalez, Alfonso Jimenez, Jesus Montoya, Jose Luis Tejada, 11-31. 

35. DAAX, 293-294, nos. 263-264 (2-3 March 1263); Hip6lyto Sancho de 
Sopranis, "La incorporaci6n de Cadiz a la Corona de Castilla bajo Alfonso X, '' 
Hisp11nia 9 (1949): 355-386; Gonzalez, Rep11rtimimto de Sevilla, 1 :82-85. 

36. The original of Alfonso X's charter is lost; the text in DAAX, 332-333, 
no. 310, dated at Seville on 30 March 1266, probably should be 1267. Manuel Gon
zalez Jimenez, "La obra rcpobladora de Alfonso X en las tierras de Cadiz," Clidiz 
en el sielo XIII, 7-20. 

37. One of the partitioners, Bishop Juan Martinez of Cadiz, was not conse
crated until late in 1267. Hip6lyto Sancho de Sopranis, "La repoblaci6n y reparti
miento de Cadiz por Alfonso X," Hispania 1s (1955): 490-503. 

38. Jordan, Clhnmt IV, 5s, 140, nos. 204 (2 February 1266), 457 (25 May 1267); 
Pablo Ant6n Sole, "La iglcsia gaditana en cl siglo XIII," C4diz, en el sielo XIII, 
37-48. 

39. DAAX, 365-367, no. 336 (23 November 1267), 338 (12 December). 
40. "Fragmento del itinerario del Hcnnano Mauricio y dcl senor Andres Ni

colas, af10 1273," in J. Garcia Mercadal, Viajes de extninjeros por Espaiill desde las 
tiempos nuts mnotos hRSta fines del siglo XVI, 223-224; DAAX, 516-519, no. 487 
(16 December 1281). 

41. DAAX, 369-370, 372-376, nos. 342-343 (27 January 1268), 345-34<> 
(26 March), 348 (20 April). 

42. Miguel Angel Ladero Quesada and Manuel Gonzalez Jimenez, "La po
blaci6n en la frontera de Gibraltar y cl repartimiento de Vejer (siglos XIII y XIV)," 
HID 4 (1977): 204,209, 225-228, no. 3 (27 June 1269). 

43. DAAX, 356-357, 388-390, nos. 325 (16 April 1267), 362-367 (16-18 April 
1269). 

44. CLC, 1: 64-85; DAAX, 376-378, no. 349 (28 June 1268); O'Callaghan, 
Cortes, 22, 187- 190. 

45. CSM, 1: 560-562, no. 169; Juan Torres Fontes, "Estatuto concejil murci
ano en la epoca de Alfonso X cl Sabio" CODOM, 2:xxi-xxiii. 

46. Juan Torres Fontes, Repartimimto de Murcia, v-xi, 1-158 (third and 
fourth partitions), 159-251 (fifth partition). 

47. CODOM, 1: 17-21, 35-36, 39, nos. n (14 May 1266), 24 (10 August), 26 (7 
May 1267); CODOM, 7:53, no. 29 (31 May 1266). 

+8- CODOM, 1: 31-36, 43-S4, 56, nos. 19-24 (2-10 August 1266), 31 (14 May 
1267), 33-38 (22 April 1268), 42 (6 September 1269); CODOM, 3: 113-114, no. 104 
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(18 July 1271); CODOM, 7:139-140, no. 77 (19 May 1266); MHE, 1:230-231, 278-
287, nos. 104 (1s May 1266), 128 (28 April 1272); Torres Fontes, "El cstaruto concejil 
murciano," CODOM, 2:xxi-lxxvi. 

49. CODOM, 3:107, no. 96 (30 September 1270); Juan Torres Fontes, El 
R.eptirti,nimto de Lorai, 1-10 (third partition, 1272), 11-s1 (second and fourth 
partitions). 

so. CODOM, 3: 86-88, 92-93, 101, 103-106, 122-131, 153, nos. 67-68 
(13 March 126s), 71 (7 June 1266), 75-76 (9 September), 89 (23 September 1268), 93 
(9 September 1269), 9S (26 September 1270), 113-114 (10, 20 August 1271), 142 
(3 November 1277). 

s1. CODOM, 3:87, 115-116, 120-121, nos. 69 (2s August 126s), 106, 112 
( 20 July 1271); Juan Manuel dcl Estal, "Problematica en tomo a la conquista y 
repoblaci6n de las ciudades musulmanes de Orihuela y Alicante por Alfonso X d 
Sabio," La ciudlul hispaniai durante los siglos XIII Ill XVI, 2 vols., 2: 798-810. 

s2. CODOM, 3 :89-91, nos. 73-74 (1s July 1266); Juan Torres Fontes, Repu
timiento de Orihuela, 1-46. 

53. CODOM, 3:97-100, 103, 113-114, 117-120, 134-13s, 137, 147, nos. 81 
(4 March 1268), 82-86 (4 April), 92 (s.Scptember 1269), 104-105, 107-111 (18-20 
July 1271), 121 (8 April 1272), 12s (3 May), 134 (4 March 1274); Estal, Docummtos, 
101, no. 1 ( 10 February 1270). 

54. CODOM, 3: 131, 134-135, 137, nos. 115 (1 January 1272), 120, 122 (8 April), 
12s (3 May); Torres Fontes, Rep11rtimiento de Orihuela, 49-87. 

ss. COIXJM, 3: 143-147, nos. 128 (28 December 1272), 131 (4 July 1273), 134 
(14 March 1274). 

56. CODOM, 3:100-101, 109, 111-113, nos. 87 (11 August 1268), 88 (28 Au
gust), 98 (1 May 1271), 101 (2 May), 103 (14 May); Juan Manuel dcl Estal, Aliainte, 
de 11iJlll II ciudlul (12$2-1490). 

57. CODOM, 3: 102, 107-109, 111, nos. 91 (s September 1269), 97 (1 May 1271), 
100 (2 May). 

58. COIXJM, 3: 110, 136, 150, nos. 99 (2 May 1271), 123 (20 April 1272), 137 
( 23 January 1277). 

59. MHE, 1: 233, no. 106 ( 11 December 1266); CO DOM, 3: 111, no. 103 ( 14 May 
1271); Juan Torres Fontes, "El obispado de Cartagena en cl siglo XIII," Hisp1UJui 13 
(19s3): 340-401, s1s-s80. 

6o. CODOM, 3: 94-96, 140-142, nos. 79 (19 May 1267), 127 (2s June 1272). 
61. CODOM, 2: 31-36, 38, 43, 6o-63, 66-70, nos. 3S (7 December 1267), 

36 (5 April 1268), 39 (20 June 1269), 42-43 (4-S July 1270), 49 (8 February 1272), 
63 (20 July 1276), 64-6S (11 August), 66-67 (8, 13 November), 71 (22 June 1280), 
72 (6 August), 74-75 (9-10 August 1281); CODOM, 3: 104, 112, 152-153, nos. 94 
(27 January 1270), 102 (4 May 1271), 141 (28 October 1277). 

62. To Chinchilla: CODOM, 3:93, 132-133, 1s1-1s2, nos. 77-78 (24 March 
1267), 116-119 (19, 22 February 1272), 139-140 (13 August 1277). To Cicza: 
COIXJM, 3: 137-139, no. 126 (23 June 1272). 

63. CAX, ch. 16, pp. 11-12 put the interview in Murcia. 
64. CAX, ch. 16, 18, pp. 11-13; Arie, VEsp"lJ"e musulmane, 67; Ballesteros, 

AlfonsoX, 403-407. 
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6s. lbn Abi Zarc, R.J,w,d. Rl-Qjrtas, 2: s8s, placed the appeal to Abu Yusuf in 
669 (1271); lbn Khaldun, Hirtoire, 2: 60, dated it in 670 (1271-1272). 

66. DAAX, 411-412,no. 391 (14 January 1272); MHE, 1:271-273, no. 12s 
(20 March 12n); Cnmiai de ]11,11,ne I, ch. SOI, S0S-S07, 9: 16-18, 22-24; Bums, 
"Warrior Neighbors," 165-167. 

67. Juan Torres Fontes, "La Orden Santa Marfa de Espana," AEM 11 (1981): 
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Tole"4nos III, ES, 23 :420; Bernat Dcsdot, Croniai, ch. 66, 3: 10; Ramon Muntancr, 
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Bm11Pmte, 425, no. 4 (12 June); Martin Expmiro, Letlemu,,, 41-42, no. s (12 June); 
MHE, 1: 308-324, nos. 140 (to Aguilar de Camp6o, 20 June), 141 (to Carri6n, 
28 June); Dionisio Nogales Delicado, HistoriR de 14 ,nuy noble y let,l muuul de Cn,
tllul Rodrigo, 65 ( 21 June); Fernandez del Pulgar, Plllmeiii, 3 : 323 ( 23 June); Antonio 
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Braga, 12, 1s6 

Brivicsca, 3S, 106 

Brunetto Latini of Florence, 1~ 207, 278 

Bunol, 196, 248 
Burgos, 8, 13, 3S, 39, 41, SS-S7, 73, 76-77, 

83-ls, 87-88, 91-92, 94, 96-97, 104, 

106-107, 121, 123, 126, 129, ISI-IS2, 187, 

201, 203-20S, 217, 221, 227, 236, 240, 241, 
247, 2s2, 2S6, 26S; bishopric, so; Bishop 
Fernando de Cnvbarrubias, s1, 62, 187, 

220, 261-262; council, n; cortcs (12s...), 

1µ; (1269), 66, 11, 119, 12s; (1212), 38, • 3, 
46, 48, S7, 68, n, 82, Is, 91, ns, 119, 121, 

149, 21s, 211-223, 22s, 230, 279; (1214), n, 
91, 229-230, 231-238; (1216), 58, 238-240, 

246; (1277), 46, sl, 12s, 243-244; curia 
(1219), 6; hospital, 219. Su IIUO Gonzalo 
Garcfa Gudiel 

Burgm, Las Huclgas de, 106, 1s2, 203, 218; 

Bcrcngucla, lady of, daughter of Fer
nando III, 266 

Bums, R~ ISS, 270 
Byzantine empire, 211; Irene, daughter of 

Isaac II Angelus, 198; Manuel U>l1UlCllus, 
199; Michael VIII Palacologus, 208,212 

Caceres, 12, 82, 123 
C4diz, IS, 74, 84, 122, 127, 14S, 16S, 170-174, 

177-179, 181, 11•, 190-191, 278; bishopric, 
so, 177; bishops: Juan Martfncz, 184, 190, 

220, Suero, 62, 2S6 

Caia river, 1s9, 162 

~rra, 13, 97; bishopric, so; bishops: 
Martfn, s6; Vivwt, 220 

Calatayud, 74, IS4 
Calatrava, Campo de, 226,261; la Nucva, 

184 
Calatrava, Order of, IS, 21, 46, 70, 73, 81, 83 
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166, 168, 184, 189, 196, 226, 261; Alcmin, 
knigh~ 183; Juan Gonulcz, master, 184, 

196, 227, 258, 260 

Camcros family, 69, 71. Set Ill.so Sim6n Ruiz 
de los Camcros 

Campillo-Agreda, Peace of, 253 

Cantabria, 11, 13, 82, 167 

Clmtia111 tl'es"'""1o, 67, 14S, 272 
OmfiallS de S1111t11 Mllrll,, 3, 1, 2s, 16, 11, 

99-100, 102, 104, 111-112, J.40, 14s-1 • 6, 

182, 188, 190, 192, 228, 233, 235-236, 241, 

244, 246, 2ss-2S6, 258-259, 26S, 267, 212, 
279,281 

Carle, Marfa dcl <:anncn, 114 

c:armona, IS, 84, 91, 118, 122, 166, 191 

Carri6n, 3S, 70, 84, 97, 107; rivcr, 13, 71 

Cartagena, 16, 84, 104, 107, 127, 163, 169, 186, 
191, 194, 196; bishopric, so, s..., 194, 220; 

bishops: Diego Martfncz, Garda Mard
ncz, Pedro Gallego, S2 

CAUi llel Rey, royal coun and household, 
37-38, 4S- • 6 

Qutigos e lloaa,,mtos. See Sancho IV 
Castile-Leon, II - 16, 24, 31, 49, SO, II, 

96-91, 111, 129, 162, 167, 191, 2s1, 211 

Castile, 11, 13, 14, 17, 20, 3S, 43, 47-48, so, 

62, 68, 10, 71, 72, 7S, 78-79, 84, 87, 19, 
92-93, 9S, 99, 114, 124, 129, 134, 137-139, 

J.44, 147-149, IS2-ISS, 160, 163, J6S-l66, 

168-169, 174, 182, 200, 20S-207, 217, 219, 

221-222, 22 • -226, 229-231, 233, 23s-

231, 243, 24S, 249, 253, 2SS, 2S7, 2S9-260, 
213-21s; hmu,,rlatl.., 162-263, 266; ,__ 
rino ,.,.,,., 4 7-48, 72; "'1tllrio ,.,.,,., 41, 

s1; Old Castile, 8, 13, so, 68, 73, 96, 123 

Castro family, 69, 10, 1s; Alvar Perez, 10; 
Andtts, IUleumtllllo ,_,.,,. of Galicia, 10; 

Fcmm Ruiz, lord of Cigalcs, 10, 77-78, 
217, 223, 227; Leonor Ruiz, wife of In
fante Felipe, 70, 1s; Pcdor Fcmmdcz d 
castellano, 70. See IUSO E.ucban Fcmmdcz 

Castro dcl Rfo, 91, 107 

Castro Urdialcs, 13-14, 127 

Catalonia, 16, 144, 167, 177, 18s, 196, 203, 234 

<:cuta, 178, 181, 234 

Champagne dynasty, 1S3-1S4, 277. See tdso 
Navarre 

Chancery, 34, 41-42 

Charles of Anjou, 9, 7S, 200, 209-212, 232, 

2so, 2s...; son, Charles of Salemo, 2so 
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Ouvalry, Order of, 6S-66. Su Ill.so knights, 
knighthood 

Chronicle of Alfomo X. Sec Cr6niai tie Al-
fonso X 

Clturch, 49-63, 89-90, 208, 27S 
Cisneros family, Roy Gonzilcz, 72 
Ciudad Real. See Vallarrcal 
Ciudad Rodrigo, 12, 18s; bishopric, so; 

Bishop Domingo, 220 

Clcmcnt IV, pope, SI, S7, 183-184, 186, 
188-190, 208-211, 220 

Coinage, 20, 92, 1~-126, 129,243,261 
Com~tcla. Su Santiago de U>l1lpostcla °""""""' provisions, 40, 68 
<:onrad IV, emperor, 198-199, 202, 20S 
Conrad, archbishop of Cologne, 200-201 
Conrad.in, son of <:onrad IV, 20S, 210 
<:onscrvation, 115-117 
Constantina, 98,107,267 
Comtantinople, Latin Empire, 40, 6S, 

204-20S, 208-210; Baldwin II, 204, 
208-210. Su lllso Marie de Bricnnc; 
Philip of Courtenay 

<:onstanza, daughter of Alfonso X, 8 

U>mtanza, daughter of Jaime I, 74, ISS 
C6rdoba, IS, 82-83, 97-98, 106-107, 109, 

138, 163, 169, 179, 18s, 190, 192, 228, 23s, 
244, 2ss-2S6, 2sB-2s9, 262, 264-265; 
bishopric, So, s-4-; bishops: Lope Pttcz, S2, 
Fernando de Mesa, s2, 220; fam,, 169; 
kingdom, II, 13, 47 

Coria, 12, 97, 107; bishopric, so; bishops: 
Alfonso, 62,262, Fernando, royal physi
cian, S2, Gonzalo, 220 

Cortes, 46-47, 94-9S, 260, 273-274. Su 
Ill.so Burgos 12s-4-, 1269, 12~ 1274, 1276, 
1277; Segovia, 1278; Seville, USO, 12S2, 

1261, 1211; Toledo 12s-4-, 12s9; Valladolid, 
1258, 1293, 129S 

CASIIS mllulas, prohibited exports, 126-121, 

224 
Councils, church, 53; Fourth Lateran (121s), 

102; Second Lyon (1214), 126, 138, 212, 247 
Coun, royal, 31-38, 42-4s 
Craddock, Jerry, 36, 125-136, 237 
Cr6niai tleAl.fonsoX, 2,160, 221-223, 238, 

2S9 
Crusade, 183, 184, 186, 243; African, 

163-180, 198-199, 202-203, 277-278 
Cuenca, 2, 82-83, 92, 96-91, 108, 122-123, 

221; bishopric, so; faego, 84-ls, 106. 
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See .Jso Gonzalo Garda Gudiel; Pedro 
Lorenzo 

Customs duties (tliezMar), 40, 127-129; sta
tions, 191 

Diego L6pcz de Haro, lll.fmr, of Fernando 
III and Alfonso X, 39, 70, 72, 73-78, IS4, 

219; son, Diego L6pcz, 77, 219. Su lllso 
Haro family 

Diego L6pcz de Salcedo, ,_,,;,,,, ""'JO" of 
<:astile, n; II/UUllltlll/,t, ""'JO" of Aiava and 
Guipuxoa, 79 

Diego Smchcz de Funes, noble, 1&4 
Dinis, king of Ponugal, 9, 61, 6S, isl, 160, 

162, 2SS, 2S9, 264, 274, 277 
Ducro river, 12, 49 
Dufourcq, Cltarlcs Emmanuel, 169,234 

Eberhard, bishop of <:onstance, 201 

Ecija, IS, 73, 98, IoS, 179, 181, 184 
Economy, 104-130, 276 
Edward I, king of England, 1, 34, 6S, 84, 

ISI-IS3, 231,236, 243, 2S4, 264, 26?, 277; 
son, Edward II, 6S 

Eiche, 71, 127, 191, 194 
Empire, Hispanic or Lconcsc, s, 34, 

147-1so, 276,279; Holy Roman, 4, s, 
22-24, 36, 41, 57, 147, 1• 1-1so, 162, 
197-213, 21s, 222, 229-233, 252-2n, 
278-279; journey, 231-233; Roman, 139; 
Toledo, 14,149 

E-,,,'lsl'itos, forced loans, 40, 91 
England, I, 14, 74, ISI-IS2, 177, 202-203, 

2so; Henry II, ISi. See IIUO Edward I; 
Henry III 

Enrique I, king of <:astilc, 147 
Enrique, Infante, brother of Alfonso X, 9, 

73-?S, 19, IS4-ISS, l6S, 171, 182, 209-210 
Enrique Pmz de Harana, ,q,osmo ""'JO", 

78-79 
Epirus, despot of, 209 
&calona,14,85-86 
FJpk,JD, 3, 6, IO, 17, 19, 20-21, 26, 28, 31, 

32-36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42, 44, 47, 48, 49, 
S4, SS, 84-8S, 86, 87, 88, 90, 99, loS, 127, 
129, 136, 137, 211, 221, 237, 274 

Esteban Fcnwldcz de Castro, lord of Le-
mos and Sarria, "'""""""' ""'JO" of Gali
cia, 70, 71-71, 21S, 217, 223-224; wife, 
Aldonza Rodrfgua, 78, 224 

Estella, 73-74 
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Estorill M Esp,,,,,u,, 2, 16, 19, 139-140, 149, 

270 
Etiquette, familial and courtly, 9-10 

Extrcmad~ 13, 3S, 43, 79, 8• -8S, 92-93, 
96-97, 137, 169, 179, 191, 217, 221, 223, 227, 
229, 236, 243, 274-275; Castilian, 13, 14, 
SO, 91; Lconcsc, II, 12, So, 123; Ordinance 
ofll6hls,93 

Ezzclino da Romano, lord of Padua, 20S, 

207 
Fadriquc, Infante, brother of Alfonso X, 9, 

45, 7S, 19, 83, 144, 160, 199, 210, 215, 218, 
220, 226, 239, 241-243, 259, 210; Lilwo u 
los 1118.,,,,. e ..,.,,,;mtos M uu ""'Rem, 
144 

Fairs, 122- 123 
Faro, 157-151, 161 
Felipe, Infante, brother of Alfonso X, arch

bishop-elect of Seville, 9, so, 10, 7S-78, 
202-203, 201, 21s, 211-220, 223; wife, 
Leonor Ruiz de Castro, 70, 15. Su Ill.so 
Kristin of Norway 

Fcmm Sanchez de valladolid, histori~ 2 

Fernando I, king of c:astilc-Lcoo, 149 
Fernando II, king of Lc6n, 147, 156 
Fernando Ill, king of Castile-1...d>n, 1, 3, 

S, 7-9, 13, IS-17, 36, 39, 47, SO-SI, S3, 
67, 70-73, 7S, I •, 94, 102, 117, 119-120, 
12•, 131, 135-137, 139-J • O, 147-149, 
IS3-IS•, IS6-IS7, 165-168, 171, l7S, 199, 221, 

223-224, 26S, 269 
Fernando IV, king of Castile-1...d>n, 2, 9, 56, 

7S, 162 
Fernando de la Cada, Infante, eldest son of 

Alfonso X, 8, 39-40, SI, 63, 65-66, 10, 
76-79, 197,214, 217-218, 222, 225-231, 

233-238, 240, 2S7, 277, 280; regency, 
229-231 

Fernando Pttcz, dean of Seville, S6 
Finojosa family, Juan Dfaz, Roy Diaz, 12 

Flcct, S9, 164-, 167-168, 171-174, 179 
F~ 206-207 
Ftmsllllm,, payment in lieu of military ser

vice, 40, 90-91, 93, IS6, 179, 187 
Fraker, Owics, 139 
France, 1, 14, 20, 156, 167, 231-232, 240-241, 

246, 249-250, 252, 2S•, 257. Su Louis IX, 
Philiplli 

Frcdcrick BarbarosA, emperor, s, 191 
Frcdcrick II, emperor, king of Sicily, 1, 148, 

198, 20S, 209-210, 212; son, Enw, 210 
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Frcdcrick, duke of Upper Lorraine, 204 

Froilaz family, 69, 12; Rodrigo, 72 
Fucnterrabfa, 14, 127, 1s3-1s • 

F'""' f'"IJO (Liber IIIIU&fml), Visigothic 
uxlc, 12, IS, 17, 43, 83-1 •, 86, 13S, 263 

F '"'° rtlll, 3, 17, 31, µ- 36, 49, S2, S3, s•, S6, 
S7, 66, 69, 83-89, 92-93, 99-100, 103, 
108-109, Ill, 120, 122-123, 126, 137, 177, 
192, 221-222, 274, 27S 

Fwro Piejo, 64-, I •, 93,221 
Fwros, customs, 17, 32, 43, 64-, 82-8s, 92, 

99-100, loS, IIS, 136, IS7, 177, 186, 192, 
194, 21s, 217-22 •, 226-221, 239, 2s8-2s9, 
262-264, 27S, 279, 281 

Galicia, 8, II, 13, 47- • 8, so, 70, 72, 78, 81, 89, 
92, 19S, 123, 127, 144, 170, 217, 219, 22S, 262; 
,,,,.,,,.,,_., 266 

Gambling. See Roldm, Master 
Garda Ballester, Luis, 132 
Garda Gallo, Alfonso, 33, 3S, 36 
Gascony, 151-152, 168,277 

Gaston, viscount of~ 1s1-152 
Gauticr-Dalchf, Jean, 12• 
Gmm,l Estorui, 2, 134, 139- 140 
Genoa, I"!?, 179, II •, 199, 232 
Gerhard, archbishop of Mainz, 201 
Germany, 198, 200-202, 206, 278 
Ghibcllincs, 209, 211-213, 232, 252 
Gibralcon, 168, 175, 177, 191 
Gibraltar, 163, 167, 169, 177-181, 234-235, 

249,278 
Gil Gomez de Roa, lord of Aza and Iscar, 

72 
Gil Perez U>Ddc, poet, 1, 2•, 144 
Giron family, 69, 11; Gomez Ruiz, Gonzalo 

G6mcz, Gom.alo Rodnguez, master of 
Santiago, Rodrigo GomJlcz, 71 

GomJJcz, Julio, 164-
Gonulcz Jimmcz., Manuel, 3, 103, 164--165, 

17S, 187, 279 
Gonzalo de la Finojosa, historian, 187 
Gonzalo lbmcz de Aguilar, noble, 262 
Gonzalo Garcfa Gudiel, archbishop of 

Toledo, bishop of Burgos and Cuenca, 
notllrio ""'JO" of Camic, 42, SI, 62 

Government, ideology of, 17- 30; tools of, 
31- • 8 

Granada, kingdom, 7, IS, 20, 29, 40, 71-72, 
78, lo, 97-91, I•{), ISO, 163, 166-161, 170, 
174, 181-186, 188-189, 191, 19S-197, 220, 
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Gran. kingdom ( amtin'"") 
223, 22s, 227-229, 24-9-2so, 2n, 2s6, 2ss, 
277-278. See "1so Ibn al-Abmar, Mubam
mad II 

Gregory IX, pope, 148, 1s3 
Gregory X, pope, s1-µ, sS, 138, 196, 

212-213, 21s, 231-233, 236 
Guadalajara, 14, 83, 8s, 123 
Guadalctc river, 166, 111, 178, 190-191 
Guadalquivir river, 1s, 81, 93, 98, 162- 163, 16s 
Guadiana river, rs, 1s6, 1sS-1s9, 162-163 
Guadix, 188, 22s-226, 228. See Banii 

Ashqilula 
Gual L6pcz, }OK Miguel, 122 
Guelfs, 9, ws-206, 208, 211-213, 232 
Guilds, 120-121 
Guillaume de Nangis, historian, 237 
Guipuzcoa, 14, 47, 72, 79, 82, 1n 
Guy, count of Flanders, 204-20S 
Guy, viscount of Limoges, 1s1 
Gumwt family, 69, 11; Fernando Pttez, 

Guillm Perez, Nuno Guillen, Pedro Gui
llen, Pedro Nun~ 71. Su .Jso Mayor 
Guillm 

Haakon, king of Norway, 202-204 
Haro family, 14, 69, 70, IS•; Alfonso L6pcz, 

12; Juan Alfonso, 239; Urraca Dfaz, 10. 
See Diego L6pcz, Lope Dfaz, Mencia 
Lopez 

Henry III, king of England, 7S, 1s1-1s2, 168, 
110, 200- 201, 20S, 208; son, Edmund, 
201, 20S 

Henry I, king of Navarre, 78, 21s, 218, 231 
Henry, bishop-elect of Speyer, 202 
Henry duke of Brabant, 202, 204-ws 

Heresy, 49, 89 H"""""""" 8s; Andalusi~ 194-, 262; Astu
rian, 21, 244; Ca.mlian, 266; Leon and 
Castile, 262-264; Leon and Galicia, 
262-263, 26S-266; Monastic, 262; Plasen
cia and Talavera (1274), 27, 230; a.ucmbly 
of Benavente (u.83), 62; Toro (1283), 92; 
Valladolid (1282), 20, 4S, 61, 9S, 262-264 

Historiography, Alfonsinc, 134, 138-141. Sec 
also EstoriA de Espt,n,ui, Gmm,l EstoriA 

Hohenstaufen family, 148, 1ss., 198-199, 210, 
278; Conrad, 198; Philip of Swabia, 198 

Holy~ IS, S7., 168, 170-171, 11•, 194-, 
210, 236, 24-3, 24 7-248, 2SO, 2S2 
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Holy Sepulchre, Order of the, 262 
Honorius III, pope, 102 
Hmpital, Order of the, 1s, #, 194, 2s8 
Huclva, 118, 127, 11s, 177, 191 
Hugh, duke of Burgundy, 204-WS 

lbn al-Abmar (Mubammad I), king of Gra
nada, 76, 166, 178-182, l88-189, I9S, 197., 
21s, 223-22s, 234 
2IS, 223-22S, 234 

Ibn Hiid family, 163; lbn Hiid, king of 
Murcia, 167 

lbn cldhari, historian, 172-17s 
lbn KhaJdun, histori~ 264-
lbn Mabrut, king of Niebla, IS7, 167, l7S, 177 
Iglesia Ferrcir6s, Aquilino, 36, 2.22 

Udcfonsus, St., bishop of Toledo, 1• 1, 264 
Infantcs de la Cerda, 244-246, 248, 

2S3-2S4, 26S-266, 277, 210 
Innocent IV, pope, 73, IS6- ISi, 161, 172, 199 
Innocent V, pope, 273 
Isabel, daughter of Alfonso X, 8 
Isidore of Seville, St., 7, 16, 138-139, 212 
Islam, 100, 112, 181 
Italy, 7S, lo, 134, 137, 160, 167, 198, 200, 20s, 

207, 209-211, 278 

Jacobo de las lcycs, jurist, 26, 137 
Jaco, IS, 76, 97-98, 109, 163, 172, 179, 184, 

189, 23S, 244, 262; bishopric, so; Bishop 
Pascual, 262; kingdom, II, 4 7, 14, 91, IOh 

2SO, 2S7 
Jaime I, king of Aragon, 1, s, a, 16, s1, 66, 12, 

74-77, 109, 112, ISO, IS2-IS6, 170-171, 
182-183, 18s-186, 188, 192, 196-197, 
201-202, 207, 210, 212, 219, 227-U.S, 231't 
234-236, 276; SOil, A1fonso, IS• 

Jaime, Infante, son of Alfonso X, 8, 260, 
266-267, 28o 

Jativa, 248 
Jean, count of Montfort, ws 
Jeanne I, queen of Navarre, 231, 240 
Jerez de la fron~ 1s-16, 73, 76, 14, 94-, 

118, 121, 16S, 111, 174-11s, 111-178, 111-11s, 
191, 23s, 244, 278; a.ucmbly (1268), #, 
123-124-, 126-127, 191; capirula~ 
187-188; Garda Gomez Carrillo, lllaaM, 
l7S, 182; Guillen de Bcrja, settler, 190; lbn 
Abit, ~ m; Libra Ml~, 91, 
187; rcpopula~ 189-190 
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Jews, 4, II, 14, 40, 49, SS, 61, 83, 88-19, 
96-113, 123, 126, 134, 141-144, 189, 240, 

2so, 276; lllj"""', community, 103, 
106- 107; j""1mli, Jewish district, 103 

Joao Pires de Aboim, "'°""""" ,_,. of Por
tugal, IS9, 161 

Jodar family, Sancho Martfncz, 184; Sancho 
Paez, Sancho Smchcz, 262 

Jofrc de Loaysa, tutor to Queen Violante, 
S-7 

Jofrc de Loayua, chronicler, 3,239, 24-1, 267, 

270 
John XXI, pope, l2S, 240, 24-3 
John of Bricnnc, king of Jerusalem, 204 

John of Paris, theologian, 2s 
John of Salisbury, 18 

Juan, Infante, son of Alfonso X, 8, 39, 66, 
218, 252, 2s6, 2,Sl-261, 265-268, 280; wife, 
Margaret of Montfcrrat, 211 

Juan Garcia de Villamayor, ~ ,u u, 
,,,.,., """""""'""'JO", 39, 70, 171-174 

Juan Gil de Zamora, Fray, tutor to Infante 
Sancho, II, 23, l3S, 140,149,246, 270 

Juan Manuel, nephew of Alfonso X, 79, 84, 
111,141,269 

Juan Nunez de Lara, son ofNwio Gonza
lez, 77, 239-240, 2n 

Judaism, 49,100,112 

J urisd.iction, ecclesiastical, SS-S7, S9-6o, 

63 
Justice, administration of, 42-4s, 47-48, 

68-69, 87-89, 104-106, 230, 274; lllne, 
treachery, 69; inquest (peslp,is,,), 43, 88, 

129, 2s&; lawyers (pmoneros, P«mlS, p,o
amitorts), 44,230; riepto, defiance, 69. 
Sccalsollla,llles 

I IUMII ""'JO" < ~, • 2 

Keller, John, 2 

Kingship, 24--30, 270-282 

Kinkade, Ri~ 11, 227 

Klein, Julius, 119 

Knights ( """"1eros), knighthood, 6, 64-66, 
94-, IS2 

Kristin of Norway, wife of Infante Felipe, 
7S, 202-203 

La Coruiia, 117, 127, 196 
La Rioja, 13, 73, 82 
Languages: Arabic, 141-144; Castilian, 13s, 
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139, 141-144, 270-272; Galician, 3, 

144-145, 272; Latin, 41, 13S, 138-141, 144-; 
leonb,12 

lApull,rio, 143 
Lara family, 69-70, 72-73, 240; Gonzalo 

Nunez, 73. Su ,,Jso Juan Nwicz, Nuno 
GomJlcz 

Laredo, 13, 27 
Law, 17, 31-37; Alfonsinc law codes, 

136-138, 273-275; Canon, 17, 36, so, 100, 

103, 109, 112, 27S; Leya tlel estiJD, IOS, 137; 
Leya n11nr11, as; Roman, 17, 36, 43; 
Swnpruary laws, us. Sec also &pk,,Jt,, 
Fwro relll, faeros, Sim P"'1MIII 

Las Navu de Tolosa, battle, 64, 234 

Lcbrija, 73-74, 91, I6j, 183, 187-188, 190 
Ledesma, 88 

Leon, 12-13, • I, 82-83, 86, 93, 97, 107, 123, 

126, 147; bishopric, so; council, n; her
,,,.,.,i,,,1.,. 262-263, 266; king~ 11-

13, 43, 47, so, 68, 70-72, 79, 92, 9S-97, 
107, 123-124, 138-139, 147-149, IS2, IS6, 

159-162, 20S, 217, 219, 223-227, 229-230, 

239, 24-3, 2SS, 2S9, 260; #lfflllO ""'JO", 71; 
notllrio ""'JO", 41-42, SI. Su IMSO Manin 
Fcmmdcz 

Leonor, sister of Alfonso X, wife of Edward 
I, 34, 84, ISI-IS2, 267 

Leonor, daughter of Alfonso X, 8, 236 

Lenna, 11-79, 214-21s 
Liller sade Mll&ho,,,eti (Liwt tie ladnele Ma-

htmtet), 143 
Lihro IU ajetlrez, tli,llos J tabu&s, 144 
Libro tie los tin, a,plt,Jos, 18 

Limia family, 69, 12; Fcnwt Yanez Batiscl~ 
72 

Linehan, Peter, 49, s2 
Literature and lcaming, 131-146, 270-272 

Logrono, 83, 8s, 91 
Lombardy, JOS, 208, 211-21s, 228, 231-232 

~ bishop of Morocco, 168 
Lope Dfaz de Haro, son of Diego L6pcz, 

the elder, 74-7S, 77-78, IS•, 2IS, 219, 

223-225, 23S, 238-239, 2S3, 2S9 
Lorca, 16, 98, 103, IOS, 122, 163, 169, 183, 186, 

197 
Louis IX, king of France, 1, 9, 74, 154, 201, 

203-20-h 209-210, 277; mother, Blanche 
of Castile, 26S; son, Louis, 8, 34, 210, 277 
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138-139, 147 
Ludwig of Bavaria, count Palatine, 200 
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nando, 220 

Luis, brother of Alfonso X, 71, 103, 218; 
wife, Juana G6mcz, 71 

MacDonald, Robert, 34-, 137, 237 
Madrid, 14, 82-83, Is, 87, v,, 107, 221, J6.4. 
M41aga, 181- 112, 188, 19S, us-226, na, 23s, 

247, 249, 266. See lllso Banil Ashqihil1 
Manfred, king of Sicily, JOS, 207-209 
Manrique family, Pedro Roiz, Roy Man

rique, 71 
Manuel, Infante, brother of Alfonso X, 9, 

39, 103, l23, IS•- ISS, 160, IIS-186, 194, 19'7, 
206, 226, 232, 238, 260, 26S-266, 210; 
death of his son, Alfonso, 236; proposed 
marriage to countca of Savoy, 233. See 
lllso Juan Manuel 

Mamancdo family, 69, 71; Gil Manrique, 71 
Manvall, J<>K Antonio, 21 
Marfa de Molina, wife of Sancho IV, 9, J.62, 

267 
Mariana, Juan de, historian, 272 

Marie de Brimnc, 204--JOS 
Marinids. See Bcnimcrincs 
Marino Sanudo, his~ 204, 

Marseilles, 169, 199-200, JOS, 231 
Martfn Alfonso, illegitimate son of Alfonso 

X, 9 
Martfn Fcnwldcz, bishop of Leon, notary 

for Leon, SI-S3, 61, 63, 19, 220, 210 
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Mattera, 166, 183-114 
Maurice, Fray, ttavclcr, 190 
Mayor Guillm de Gumwt, mistrcs of Al-

fonso X, 9, 71, lf7 M,,,,,,.._, ...,.., 39, 64-, 71 

Medina del <:ampo, 14, 82, 97 

Medina Sidonia, 73, 118, 16S, 177, 183, 
187-188, 190-191 

Mediterranean ~ 93, 114, 163, 172, 198, 

207-208 
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II of Portugal, 10, 78, 217 
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MCllffldcz Pidal, ~ 139 
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Mesta, 13, 118-uo, 224,274 
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Sec also Semao, ""1lltllqJO 
Montpcllicr, 233, 236 
Moors, 4, n, 14, 40, so, 64,, 73, 76, 78, 83, 

88-89, 96-114, 123, 12S-l26, 141, 146, 
J.49- ISO, 160, 163- 166, 168, 170, 192, 196, 
211, 234-, 276; lllj"""', community, 103, 
106-107, 186; llltlmM, Moorish ~ 
103 

Morocco, 4, sB, 92, v,-98, 114, u3, u~ 127, 

129-130, 146, 163, 167-168, 171-174, 171, 
110-111, 191, •9S, 197, 21s, 221, 233-2)6, 

241,243,247,249,2r7,2s9,J66,277. See 

""" Bcnimcrincs Moron, 13, 98, 103-104, 16S- 166 
Moura, 103, 1S6, 162 
Mm.arabs, 12, 14 

Mudqan, s, 16, 41, r,, 76, V?-99, 103-1as, 
107, 109, 114, 124, 13S, ISJ, ISS, IS9-16I, 16~ 
16j-166, 179-180, 23S-2J6, 276, 278; re
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Abmar 
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~ 26+; kingdom, S, 7-8, II, 13, IS-16, 
• 7-41, so, 68, 71, 76-77, 81, 96-91, 
103-104,, 101, II •, IU, 12,7, 131, ISO, 
l,S2- IS3, ISS, 163, 167, 169, 180, 183, IIS, 188, 
211, 21• -21s, 23S, 253, 257, 267, 273, 
276-277; kings: <Abd Alllh, 104, Abii Jae 
far, 183, Ibo Hild, 167; reconquest, 
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Naples, kingdom, 91. Su lllso Sicily 
Nqrid dynasty, 163, 166, 191. See lllso lbn al

Abmar, Mubammad D 
Navarre, 13-1•, 73, 71, 12, 1.s2-1S6, 168, 21s, 

231-232, 240-241, 2n, 276-277. Su lllso 
Jeanne I; Henry I; Sancho VII; Thibault 
I; Thibault II 

Nicholas III, pope, SI-SJ, sl, 63, 191, 

2• 1-248, 2so 
Nicholas IV, pope, S2 
Niebla, 1, 1• , as, 91, 1so, •S1, 1s9, 161, 163, 

167, 174-175, 177-178, 181, 191, 240, 26S, 
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ture of Siena, 144 
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15-79, 117, 160-161, l6S, 17S, 182-184, 188, 
19S, 21s, 223, 221, 229, 23s, 210; son, Nuno 
GomJlcz., 17, l9S, 239-240 
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220 

Osuna, 91, 11• 
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236, 240, 24-S-246, 248, 2_s2-2ss, 259-260, 
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Pedro, Infante, son of Alfomo X, 8, 66, 218, 
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172,183,220 
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247,249 
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212, 23S 
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237-241, 24S, 24-1-248, 2so-2s1, 2n-2S4, 
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2S4 
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Pictto, bishop of llicti, papal lcga~ S9 
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Guiraut Riquicr; Joi<> Airas de Santiago; 
Joan Garda de Guilhadc; Pai G6mcz 
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Rabat, 172- 173 
Ramon de Pcnyafort, St., canonist, 49, 99 
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172, 184, 190, 203, 206, 208, 220, 233, 26<>, 
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Requena, 83, 8S, 196, 228, 248, 2s3 
Richard of Cornwall, 200-201, 203, 

206-210, 212-214, 222 

Rico, Francisco, 2 
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Rodrigo Jimenez de Rada, archbishop of 

Toledo, historian, 21, 138-139, 148 
Rodrigo Manuel de ~to, historian, 141 
Roldan, Master, jurist, 138 
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Rota, l6S, 187-188, 24-4-
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Sahaglin, 3S., 84, 89, 123 
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Sall, 39, 71, 161, 172- 174, 178, 278 
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Saltcs, 177, 191 
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Sanchez Albornoz, Claudio, 114 
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89-90, 188, 220; archbishops: Gonzalo 
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260 
Sine Pllrtillas, 3, 6, 10, 17-26, 28-29, 31, 

36-42, 44, 47-SO, S2, SS-S6, 62, 6S-69, 
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Leon, 42, SI-S3, 62, 89, 262 
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Tavira, IS9, 191 
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90. Sec also Fonsllllmi; Mtme/UI form,; 
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Tejada, 98, 165 
Temple, Order of the, 1s, 46, 194, 226, 258 
Tem/lS, royal third of the tithe, 40, S3-S4, 

S7, S9, 62, 168, 184, 188, 220, 27s 
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Thibault II, king of Navarre, 1s3-1S4, 201 
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Tithes, S3-S4, 107. Sec also Tem/lS 
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Toledo, 7, 11, S4, S6, 68, 78, 82, 91, 94, 

96-97, 99, 107, Ill, 118, 122-123, 139, 
141-142, 148, IS7, 169, 178-179, 191, 226, 
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24, 41-42, so-SJ, 63, 138, 148, 220, ~ 

229, 23s, 24S, 260, 280; Archbishop Do
mingo Pascual,µ; cones (12S4), 7-8, 24, 

31, 34-37, 46, 84, 137, 149, IS2, 166, 168; 
(12s9), 46, 110, 183, 206-209; fae,o, 34, 
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diel, Sancho I, Sancho II 
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Toro, S3, 90, 92 
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Guillm Arrcm6n Daspa, canon of Se
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huda cl C.Ohcncso 
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Tunis, 7S, 169, 171, 209-210, 21s; Abu Zaka
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(12,SI), 41, +6-47, ~ 67, 91, 94, 124, 170, 
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Valmascda, 77-71, 219 
Vassalage, 6S-66, 166-167, 189 
Vcjcr, 118, 127, 16S, 187-188, 191, 197, 23s 
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Alfonso, 8, 70. See Ill.so Juan Garcia 

Villar Garcfa, Luis, 169 
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Digitized by Google 
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TMtllr, hospitality, 40, • I, 68 
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